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Let me tell ya, theres a lot o Life 
: 4e my i Hand Tools... 


Ab my hammer... over the past ten or twelve 
years its pounded hundreds of nails, 
imcluding the one on my left thumb. 


The old standard head screwdriver 
A true workhorse. Its seen me 
through move twists and turns 

than DT can remember. 


Yocket Set... my introduction +o the 

the metric system. Bought it 
to work on my First car. 

Got more mileage out of it than the car. 


hhy trusty wrench, 
Aras aoe ewes We almost 
pal ie os | eet esha Pliers, got em before Fred moved 
T did say almost didnt IL ? not door in ‘'B2... 
lost @m a couple years later... 
found ‘em right after he moved, 
Coincidence 7 I dowt think so. 


Ace Brand hand tools are made with a full 


lifetime warranty. So you'll get plenty of use out A - 
of them and a few stories too. We guarantee it. ® 


©1996 Ace Hardware Corporation BRAND 
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LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER 


In 1982 Herschel Walker barreled his way to the Heisman Trophy ... 
and we published the first Lindy’s SEC football annual. 

Five years later Lindy’s expanded to include issues for the Pac-10, Big 
Ten, Atlantic Coast, Southwest and Big Eight conferences. 

SWC and Big Eight? This year’s Big 12 preview shows how times have 
changed ... and Lindy’s Football Annuals has kept pace in the world of foot- 
ball and set the pace in the world of football magazines. 

And Lindy’s 1996 preview is by far the best ever. 

With outstanding writers such as John McGrath and Dennis Dodd and 
nationally respected college football experts such as Don Borst, John Hadley 
and Jimmy Hyams, it’s all here. 

The Northwestern Wildcats pulled one of college football's greatest upsets 
in 1995, and McGrath tells you about the man behind that amazing transforma- 
tion (page 154). 

Lindy’s also flies the Olympic banner in 1996, with Natalie Meisler’s 
report (page 94) on those athletes who both played college football and com- 
peted on the Olympic stage. 

Can Nebraska win another national championship? Take a look at our 
Top 25 (page 8). 

Our staff also took a hard look at where the 1995 Huskers rate with 
other great teams in college football history, with the results and all-time Top 
25 in Scoping the Nation (page 66). 

That's just some of the in-depth features that Lindy’s offers in 1996. 

We’ve packed more player, team, conference and national information 
in an easy-to-follow format than any publication of its kind on the market. 
You want to know college football? That's why you've come to know Lindy’s. 

I personally want to say thanks to all the fans who have read Lindy’s 
over the past 15 years. Your loyalty has allowed Lindy’s to grow and become 
the respected national network that it is today. 

Thanks again, and keep letting the staff at Lindy’s know your thoughts 
and suggestions. 


Pe eer on 


D.M.D. Publications, Inc. The 
2700 Highway 280, Suite 108 Audit 
Birmingham, Alabama 35223-2472 Bureau 


Phone: 205-871-1182 
Fax: 205-871-1184 


© 1996 D.M.D. Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Printed in the U.S.A. 
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AS a AS YOU CAN GET TO THE GAME. 
RECEIVE THE INFORMATION YOU NEED 70 WIN — UPDATED EVERY 3-5 MINUTES 


Receive Scores From Every Sporting Event 
Actual Lines Direct From The Las Vegas Sportbooks 
Continuous Weather Conditions * Continuous Injury Reports 
Doubles As A Personal Pager * Works Nationwide Top Sports Stories 
Receive All This As It Happens 


The ATS Sportspager Call For A Free Brochure 
Now Only $5,900" 1-800-772-1287 


Try It First For Free 
If in 10 days you are not completely satisfied with your ATS 
Sportspager, send it back for a full refund, no questions asked. 


| CALL Now FoR TWO FREE ISSUES (mutes Sports Investment 


Journal, The ATS Weekly Review 


Packed with stats, trends, schedules, 
in-depth analysis, scouting reports, injury 
reports, logs, power ratings, plus the 
exclusive ATS advance selections. 


CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-772-1287 


AL Penis 


PLAY TO WIN” 


The Cornhuskers have won 25 in a row 
and can become the first team in modern 
times to win three consecutive national 
titles. The offense is explosive, as usual, 
but it is the defense — which looks better 
than ever — that has them enjoying these 
heights. If they can get any kind of quar- 
terbacking from Scott Frost, or anyone 
else, they won't miss a beat. 

MAIN MEN: The line is stocked with stars (most notably 
Eric Anderson and Chris Dishman). Behind them, everything 
works. The defense has all-stars at linebacker and in the sec- 
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Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey 


Evan Wi 


ondary, and the nation’s premier pair of ends (Jared Tomich 
and Grant Wistrom) keep opponents from pondering their 
options for long. 

WOW: The Huskers have five returning backs who com- 
bined to average more than 6 yards a carry last year. 

YIKES: This team, which has won 36 consecutive regular- 
season games, realizes that losses can only be self-inflicted, 
which is an intense kind of pressure. And just how much of a 
dropoff will there be without Tommie Frazier? 

OBSTACLES: Although six opponents were in bowls last 
year, it really comes down to a three-game parlay at the end. 
They finish the regular season at home against Colorado; then, 
it’s on to St. Louis to face either Texas or Texas A&M for the 
Big 12 championship; and, finally, yet another date in bowl 
billed as the Battle for No. 1. This time it’s the Sugar Bowl 
against Notre Dame, Florida State or Tennessee. 

OUR CALL: Can they do it again? Sure. 


Evan Williams Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey. Bottled by Old Evan Williams Distillery, Bardstown, KY 40004 45% Alc./Vol. (90 proof) © 1996 


PuT A LITTLE MORE 
INTO YOUR FOOTBALL SEASON. 


Lengthy aging, extra 
proof and a Kentucky 
heritage that reaches 
back over two hundred 
years. Those are the 
reasons Evan Williams 
is one of the top-selling 
Bourbons in America. 
So while you're poring 
over the Evan Williams’ 
Crystal Ballin your 
Lindys Football Annual, 
why not pour a glass 
of Evan Williams and 
enjoy your “research” 
a little more. 
? : 
Loiny 7 


Evan 


Williams. | 
There’s more to it. | Evan 


MORE AGE. MORE PROOF. William 


SINCE 1783 of 


a it KENTUCKY'S 


(( =. 
Va. ve Ee so OUNCE CHARCOAL py 


hl Yi pp KENTUCKY Teng 
MY = ( traig At R 


fe 1) ea as ; 
N. rishey, 


45% ALC/VOL (30 PROOF) 7—? 


DISTILLED IN KENTUCKY, BOTTLED BY 
OLD EVAN WILLIAMS DISTILLERY - SINCE 178% | j 
‘ARDSTO WN, NELSON COUNTY, KENTUCKY 40008 § | 


Perennial Top 5 team gets another shot 


Bobby Bowden has led the Seminoles to a 

Top 5 finish for a record nine years in a 

row. But believe it or not, only once have 
the Seminoles had a chance to win the national championship 
in their bowl game (1993). This could become the second. 

WOW: Nobody has anywhere close to the talent the "Noles 
have stockpiled at running back and receiver. RB Warrick Dunn 
and WRs Andre Cooper and E.G. Green are all game-breakers. 

YIKES: Thad Busby is supposed to be the next great FSU 
quarterback ... but he'll have to prove it. And with a relatively 
young O-line, harrassment is possible. 

OBSTACLES: FSU is 64-9-1 in the 1990s. That's 6-6-1 
against Miami and Florida, and 58-3-1 against everyone else. It 
might as well be a two-game schedule. 

OUR CALL: Sweeps of ACC and in-state foes equal Sugar 
date with Huskers. 


The cycle has returned to top in South Bend 


INN 3 


Whether they admit it now or not, this is the 

season that Lou Holtz and the Fighting Irish 
have been pointing toward for awhile. QB Ron Powlus starts off 
healthy and more polished, and this looks like ND’s best defense 
since the ‘88 national championship team. 

WOW: This is Lou's kind of team. A number of key guys 
learned on the fly the past two years, and now they're ready to 
make their own mark in Irish lore. The linebacker trio of Bert 
Berry, Lyron Cobbins and Kory Minor will become legendary. 

YIKES: What if Powlus gets hurt again? He’s been shelved 
often with injuries, which they can’t afford this year. And who’s 
going to emerge as the reliable receiver? 

OBSTACLES: Who can beat them? They host Ohio 
State and visit Texas; the trip to Southern California (where 
they never lose) is the only other game that causes trepidation. 

OUR CALL: As we said ... who’s gonna beat ‘em? 


_& Road to SEC title goes through Peyton's Place 


The Vols are being pegged by some as 

No. 1. But first they've got to show us 
they can beat Bama and Florida in the same season. They're 
loaded with ball-handlers, and the fast and physical defense is 
embodied by end Leonard Little. 

WOW: QB Peyton Manning is college football's version of 
Michael Jordan. Don’t take your eyes off him during a game; 
he’s liable to do something special at any moment. 

YIKES: If they only had last year’s offensive line ... but 
they don’t. They have only one returning starter up front, so be 
ready for foes to send the house after Manning. Accustomed to 
coming close, they haven't won a really big game in years. 

OBSTACLES: This is a thing of beauty for the Vols. No 
fewer than nine regular-season games are in the Volunteer 
State, including key games against Florida and Bama. 

OUR CALL: Here’s their chance to dethrone Gators. 
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Ready to finish it right this time? 


After being bludgeoned by Nebraska, they 
have something to prove and the wherewithal (16 returning 
starters) to do it. But to win their fifth straight SEC East title, 
they'll have to play better defense, especially in their Sept. 21 
showdown at Tennessee ... and in the bowl. 

WOW: The Gators scored 74 touchdowns in 1995, have 
all of their key skill-position players back, most notably QB 
Danny Wuerffel, WRs Reidel Anthony and Ike Hilliard, and a 
host of running backs led by Elijah Williams. New defensive 
coordinator Bobby Stoops was their top recruit. 

YIKES: The offensive line is not very experienced, and 
coach Steve Spurrier needs to remember to call upon the tight 
end and fullback for pass protection. 

OBSTACLES: Must play at Tennessee and Florida State, 
but otherwise, all of their key games are at home. 

OUR CALL: Bowl Alliance as at-large selection. 

ali The Buckeyes would probably just as soon 

fast forward through most of the season, 
since no matter how many games they win and how well they 
play, it will take a near-perfect season — including at the very 
least, a victory over Michigan — to wash away the residue of 
the collapse of 1995. Even another 10-0 start might not be 
palatable if not accompanied by late-season success. 

WOW: Ten starters return on defense, including an athletic 
line and cornerback Shawn Springs. 

YIKES: Three first-round draft picks must be replaced on 
offense — plus star QB Bobby Hoving. 

OBSTACLES: There’s no way around it ... they have to 
play Michigan on Nov. 23. Other than that one, a Sept. 28 trip 
to Notre Dame looms. 


OUR CALL: A favorable schedule puts OSU in good shape 
for first Rose Bowl since ’84. 


Buckeyes’ season begins in late November 


If they could only beat Notre Dame ... 


The Trojans followed Keyshawn Johnson to 
the end zone and the Rose Bowl last year, 

. and now they are looking to their defense to 
lead the way. They still have outstanding offensive talent, but a 
patchwork line could keep things tame for a while. 

WOW: In Darrell Russell and Daylon McCutcheon, USC 
has All-Americans up front and in the secondary. The two play- 
ers epitomize the increased talent that coach John Robinson has 
attracted to Heritage Hall since he returned three years ago. 

YIKES: Since the Trojans have only one real starter back on 
the O-line, the rest of the teams in the Pac-10 at least have some 
hope. But not much, considering that USC has been outrecruit- 
ing everybody for the young players who will have to play. 

OBSTACLES: Beginning with Penn State, ending with ND. 

OUR CALL: In a down year in the Pac-10, the Trojans 
could run the table. 


A quick return to good-old days? 


The Hurricanes didn’t stay down for long. 

MIAMI And now, with one of the most friendly 
schedules of any reasonably good team in the country, they can 
gear up. Remember, even through all of its probation woes and 
the rest last year, Miami finished on a seven-game winning streak. 

WOW: This defense, with 10 returning starters, could 
resemble the dominant units of Miami's national championship 
teams. Consider that the ‘Canes allowed only one of their last 
six opponents to score as many as 20 points last year. 

YIKES: By facing Memphis, The Citadel, Rutgers, Pitt and 
two open dates before facing Florida State, Miami will be 4-0 
with no idea how good it is. 

OBSTACLES: They host Florida State on Oct. 12, and 
then take a trip to Syracuse on Nov. 30. 

OUR CALL: Back in business with a 9-2 or 10-1 season; 
Miami should not be ignored as a No. 1 contender. 


Orange hopes to McNabb title 


After laying waste to a good Clemson team, 
41-0, in the Gator Bowl, it’s no wonder that 
the Orangemen are widely favored to win the 
Big East championship. Any team with 15 
returning starters and Donovan McNabb at 
QB should be considered a national-championship contender. 

WOW: The secondary, which intercepted 19 passes last 
year, returns virtually intact. 

YIKES: Who's going to catch McNabb’s big-play passes 
now that Marvin Harrison is in the NFL? 

OBSTACLES: There aren’t many. All of the tough 
games are at home (North Carolina, Virginia Tech, Miami), 
and all of the other games are against teams that had losing 
records last year. 

OUR CALL: If it can get past Miami (that’s a big if), SU 
could be Sugar Bowl team. 


Tough schedule for tough team 


With Koy Detmer back at the controls, 

there might be no stopping the Buffaloes. 
He has just as much to offer as Manning and Wuerffel. The 
problem is, Colorado plays a schedule just about as difficult as 
Tennessee’s and Florida’s combined. 

WOW: Virtually the entire offense is back, and what an 
offense it is, having ranked in the Top 10 nationally in passing, 
total and scoring offense. Detmer was leading the nation in effi- 
ciency when he suffered a knee injury. 

YIKES: Not only do the Buffs play the toughest schedule of 
any ranked team, it plays Texas A&M, Kansas and Nebraska all 
on the road. 

OBSTACLES: OK, how about obstacles at Folsom Field? 
Michigan, Texas and Kansas State all pay visits. 

OUR CALL: The Buffs have No. 1 talent, and a No. 100 
schedule, so No. 10 is about right. 


Big-time backfield on both sides 


The Longhorns have some of the best 

balance returning in the country — 
most of their offense and most of their defense. Quarterback 
James Brown leads one of the best offensive backfields and 
safety Chris Carter a supreme defensive backfield. 

WOW: Before Ricky Williams and Shon Mitchell took the 
Southwest Conference by storm with their combined 1,989 
yards and 18 touchdowns, Priest Holmes was considered one of 
the top backs in the league. Now Holmes is back from an injury 
that cost him 1995. 

YIKES: Can youngsters step into three starting offensive 
line spots without a serious dropoff? 

OBSTACLES: With Virginia and Notre Dame as non-con- 
ference foes, Texas plays an amazing six regular-season oppo- 
nents that won at least nine games last year. 

OUR CALL: They'll meet Huskers in Saint Looie, Dec. 7. 


Fast finish has Lions thinking fast start 


The Nittany Lions finished last season with a 
flourish, with victories over three bowl teams, including the 43- 
14 thumping of Auburn. Most notably, the defense improved as 
the season wore on, and now eight starters are back. 

WOW: Curtis Enis is one of the best-looking young backs in 
the country. He averaged 6.0 yards a carry as a freshman last 
year, the most of any returning Big Ten back. 

YIKES: New starters are filling four of the offensive line 
spots, which means Wally Richardson will have to put his scram- 
bling ability to increasing use. 

OBSTACLES: For some reason, all of Penn State’s tough- 
est games are away from home this season, with the Kickoff 
Classic against Southern California (at the Meadowlands) fitting 
alongside road games at Wisconsin, Ohio State and Michigan. 

OUR CALL: The schedule does not lend itself to a Rose 
Bowl season. 


Aggies keeping better company 
= The Aggies would seem to have the most to 
gain aa the most to lose in the new Big 12. They finally can 
move beyond the continual lack of respect for 10-win seasons in 
the Southwest Conference ... but there are no guarantees they 
will fare as well playing a stiffer schedule in the new league. 

WOW: A&M's front seven is as stout as any in the country, 
and the offense should be more varied than in the past. Bran- 
ndon Stewart, the transfer from Tennessee, is battling to become 
the guy who delivers the ball to a wide array of ball-handlers. 

YIKES: Playing at Brigham Young in the Pigskin Classic 
has a much greater risk than reward for the Aggies. They can’t 
start the season by losing to a WAC team. 

OBSTACLES: The season-opener at BYU and a visit from 
Colorado are early roadblocks for the Aggies to enter a three- 
game November stretch with national title hopes. 

OUR CALL: As in the SWC, they'll have to beat Texas. 


AS an Hot Saturday nights are back in vogue 


Almost overnight, Tiger Stadium is the 

place to be again. LSU had endured six 
consecutive losing seasons, and 10 years without a sellout, 
before Gerry DiNardo arrived and brought back the magic. 

WOW: Spectacular tailback Kevin Faulk, who almost 
topped 1,000 yards as a freshman last season, has his offensive 
line returning virtually intact, which makes things much easier 
for quarterback Herb Tyler and the passing game, too. 

YIKES: The defense that was so effective by the end of the 
season must be almost completely rebuilt. And when Eddie Ken- 
nison left early for the NFL, virtually no pass receivers were left. 

OBSTACLES: The Tigers have open dates before playing 
Auburn and Alabama, which should help in those two key West 
Division bouts. 

OUR CALL: A Nov. 9 victory over Alabama will vault the 
Tigers to the West title. 


Rolling thunder of a defense 


As always, the Tide is gonna be dynamite on 
defense, and try to win some games by 
hockey scores if necessary. 

WOW: Nine defensive starters return, including safety 
Kevin Jackson, outside linebacker Dwayne Rudd, cornerback 
Deshea Townsend and defensive ends Darrell Blackburn and 
Chris Hood, all of whom rank with the best in the country at 
their positions. 

YIKES: Freddie Kitchens needs to find his way out of one 

.. he was 245 pounds during the spring, and coach Gene 
Stallings was less than pleased with his primary quarterback. 

OBSTACLES: There aren't any for the first couple of 
months, but then they run into games at Tennessee and LSU, 
when the Tide’s success level for 1996 will be determined. 

OUR CALL: Alabama should leap to a 7-0 start, which 
would set up a nice showdown in Knoxville. 


Eager to keep the bloom on the Rose 


It was no fluke. The Wildcats’ no-frills 

approach suggests that they will probably be 

even better this year than in 1995. That 

doesn’t necessarily mean they'll win 10 
games again, but they'll win enough to earn lasting respect and 
coach Gary Barnett will be glad he stayed. 

WOW: Among the 15 returning starters are star tailback 
Darnell Autry, as well as their quarterback, their best receiver, 
three returning starters on the line, and their best defensive 
tackle, linebacker and defensive back. 

YIKES: Northwestern's ally last season was the surprise 
factor ... but the Wildcats are happy to have shed that. Fact is, 
though, each week is going to be more difficult in 1996. 

OBSTACLES: The schedule is again a recipe for success. 
Ohio State is missing again, four early softies get ‘em going. 

OUR CALL: Even if not Rose, a good bow! trip is likely. 


12 > Linpy’s FoorpAut ANNUALS 


Settling in among the powers that be 


ap The Wildcats have slipped into a nice little 

rut of nine-win seasons, and have estab- 
lished themselves as a program that can absorb normal person- 
nel losses and keep on ticking. Although they have only 11 
position starters returning, don't be surprised to see them roll to 
another bowl. 

WOW: Although quarterback was expected to be a big 
question mark heading into this season, 1995 backup Brian 
Kavanagh allayed some of those fears when he hopped off the 
bench to pass for 242 yards and four TDs in the Holiday Bowl. 

YIKES: The stout defensive front that has become a K- 
State trademark is undergoing a makeover since the four best 
players in the front seven were seniors last year. 

OBSTACLES: This team is going to have to play well on 
the road, with games at Texas A&M, Kansas and Colorado. 

OUR CALL: They can’t keep up their nine-win habit. 


. v4 Slapping the Irons on opponents 
| V The Wolverines have nine returning 
starters on defense, and quarterback 
Scott Dreisbach is back from a hand injury that cost him most of 
last year. But the loss of tailback Tshimanga Biakabutuka and 
tackle Jon Runyan — has left the offense in the lurch. 
WOW: Just about everybody is back from the solid 1995 
defense, with All-American ‘backer Jarrett Irons the main man. 
YIKES: There's nobody left to catch passes, and the tail- 
backs will be new. They have lost three of their last five games, 
although the rout of Ohio State was great for the psyche. 
OBSTACLES: Gotta hate opening the season with a con- 
ference game, but at least it’s at home and at least it’s against 
Illinois. Non-conference games at Colorado and home against 
Boston College and UCLA offer September excitement. 
OUR CALL: The defense can keep UM in contention, but 
it won't get the Wolverines past the powerful clubs, 


Is sleeping giant finally awakening? 


It has now been a decade since the Sun Devils 
stormed to the Rose Bowl, finished No. 3 in 
the nation, and appeared on the verge of 
becoming a true power. Now with 19 return- 
ing starters, they are poised for a resurgence. 
WOW: Jake Plummer is the best QB in the country who isn’t 
Archie Manning's son or playing for Steve Spurrier. He and wide- 
out Keith Poole can complete sideline patterns in their sleep. 
YIKES: Even though coach Bruce Snyder has an experi- 
enced group with more talent at key positions than in his four 
previous years, the Devils have shown no clue the last couple of 
years that they know how to win big games or close games. 
OBSTACLES: By hosting Washington, Nebraska and Ore- 
gon all in September, it won't take the Sun Devils long to see if 
they're for real. And if they are, they could fly after that. 
OUR CALL: Going bowling for the first time in nine years. 


Ready to break on through to the other side 


The Utes have taken big strides lately, and 

the next step is to get to the Holiday Bowl 
as league champ. They shared the title last year, but were shut 
out of a bowl. This year, their reward could be a trip to the 
Cotton, which has its choice of the WAC champ and Pac-10 
runner-up. 

WOW: Coach Ron McBride has 16 returning starters, 
including the WAC’s most complete offense. QB Mike Fouts 
and Kevin Dyson and Rocky Henry provide the aerial attack and 
Chris Fuamatu-Ma’afala and Juan Johnson the ground game. 

YIKES: September games against Stanford and Kansas 
offer chances for attention and respect unattainable by a romp 
through the WAC. But the downside is significant, too: If Utah 
doesn’t win, the league could be buried. 

OBSTACLES: WAC showdown with BYU on Nov. 23. 

OUR CALL: First champion of the new 16-team WAC. 


AY Brother, can you spare a defensive game plan? 


The Tigers learned under fire on defense last 

year, and they were shellshocked at times. 
But with three true freshmen thrust into the starting lineup, 
those guys are now veterans and are settled in. 

WOW: QB Dameyune Craig (one of six new starters) is 
already a legend at Auburn for his scrambling ability and arm 
strength ... and he’s hardly even played. Craig was the goal-line 
quarterback last year, when he converted each of the 13 
chances Bowden gave him. 

YIKES: The blood feud with Alabama got just that much 
more bitter when Bowden hired defensive coordinator Bill 
“Brother” Oliver out from under the Tide’s nose. 

OBSTACLES: They'll try to beat the Tide in Birmingham 
for the first time since '88. 

OUR CALL: As the SEC West gets tougher, Auburn's 11- 
win ‘93 season gets further away. 


Bigger fish to Fry: Run for the Roses 


The Hawkeyes closed fast last year, and 

when they thoroughly dominated Pac-10 co- 
champion Washington in the Sun Bowl, they sent a message to 
the rest of the Big Ten that they were ready to make one more 
run at the Roses under coach Hayden Fry. 

WOW: Sedrick Shaw, looking for his third 1,000-yard sea- 
son, is one of the most complete running backs in the country. 
But the Hawks really took wing when QB Matt Sherman began 
to mature at the end of last season. 

YIKES: As good as it looked at times last season, Iowa also 
laid some dinosaur eggs against quality Big Ten teams. Still 
uncertain is whether they can hang with the big boys. 

OBSTACLES: Ohio State and Northwestern must visit 
Iowa City, and the Hawkeyes don’t play Michigan. That leaves 
Penn State as the only daunting trip on the schedule. 

OUR CALL: A contender with no serious deficiencies. 


For want of a quarterback 


With 16 returning starters dispersed evenly 

throughout the lineup, the Tar Heels enter 
the season with an unusually well-balanced team. They've got 
receivers, running backs, offensive and defensive lines, great 
linebackers, a nice secondary ... everything, it seems, to some 
degree, except a quarterback. 

WOW: The defense looks like it could be spectacular again, 
even though defensive tackle Marcus Jones became a first-round 
draft pick in April. 

YIKES: Not only did quarterback Mike Thomas graduate, 
his backup, Oscar Davenport sustained a knee injury last season 
and was not available for spring practice. 

OBSTACLES: The Tar Heels just haven't been able to win 
key road games lately, and they've got three of them — Syra- 
cuse, Florida State and Virginia. 

OUR CALL: A strong shot at second place in the ACC. 


Brothers Barber show the way 


Having won nine games in back-to-back 

seasons, these are the good old days in 
Charlottesville. It wasn’t all that long ago that Virginia was on 
par with, say, Rutgers or Purdue, but coach George Welsh has 
made that seem like ancient history. 

WOW: With record-setting tailback Tiki Barber leading the 
offense, cornerback Ronde Barber leading the defense, and 
some of the best special teams in the country, the Cavs are at 
least a threat to win any game. 

YIKES: The Seminoles will be waiting... . 

OBSTACLES: The Cavs better get off to a good start, 
since four of their last five games are against 1995 bowl teams. 
Games against Central Michigan, Maryland and Wake Forest 
will enable the Cavaliers to get off to a rollicking start. 

OUR CALL: It’s back to a race for second place in the 
conference. 


Cougars set for 13 games and hope to play 15 


Through a series of coincidences and some 

clever maneuvering, BYU is geared up to 
play as many as four extra games, hoping to earn a trip to the 
WAC championship game and a bow! game to go with its 
Pigskin Classic and trip to Hawaii. 

WOW: QB Steve Sarkisian is the national returning leader 
in total offense, and he was getting better and better last year. 

YIKES: That bright idea of getting involved in a 10 a.m. 
home game on Aug. 24 for the Pigskin Classic could backfire 
bigtime. It’s against Texas A&M, which beat the Cougars, 65- 
14, the last time the teams got together. 

OBSTACLES: The easiest schedule in America has the 
Cougars facing 10 opponents that did not have a winning 
record last year. A trip to Seattle offers a dose of reality and a 
chance to be counted. 

OUR CALL: Even 9-12 wins won't ensure league title. 
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Lindy's 1996 All-American Offewse 


Peyton Manning, Jr. 
Tennessee 
Quarterback 6-5, 215 


Troy Davis, Jr. 
lowa State 
Running back 5-8, 190 


Darnell Autry, Jr. 
Northwestern 
Running back 5-11, 209 


Kevin Lockett, Sr. 
Kansas State 
Wide receiver 6-1, 180 


Marcus Harris, Sr. 
Wyoming 
Wide receiver 6-2, 214 


Juan Roque, Sr. 
Arizona State 
Offensive tackle 6-8, 319 


Orlando Pace, Jr. 
Stephen Alexander, Jr., Oklahoma Ohio State 
Tight end 6-4, 232 Offensive tackle 6-5, 320 


Chris Dishman, Sr. 
Nebraska 
Offensive guard 6-3, 310 


Rafael Garcia, Sr., Virginia 
Kicker 5-11, 195 


Chris Naeole, Sr. 
Colorado 
Offensive guard 6-4, 295 


Rod Payne, Sr. 
Michigan 
Center 6-4, 288 


Hines Ward, Jr., Georgia 
All-purpose player 6-1, 194 


THE FASTER THROUGH THESE HOLES, 
yo 


THE FASTER TO THESE. 


Sound good? Then Skil power tools were made with you in mind. From saws and drills, to routers, 


sanders and cordless tools, So legendary Skil power and precision make it easy to get the job 


Ey v, ~~ 
= done right the first time. Which means you'll f° .\ . find time to finish 


® 
more than you thought. Think of all the things you can do. POWER~ TOOLS 


©1996 S:B Power Tool Company 


Lindys 1996 All-Ameriean Defense 


Jared Tomich, Sr. Bert Berry, Sr. 
Nebraska Notre Dame 
Defensive end 6-2, 260 Outside linebacker 6-3, 245 


Darrell Russell, Jr. 
Southern Cal 
Defensive tackle 6-4, 320 


Daylon McCutcheon, So. 
Southern Cal 
Cornerback 5-11, 175 


Dwayne Curry, Sr., Mississippi State 
Inside linebacker 6-3, 248 


Cornell Brown, Sr. Ronde Barber, Jr. 
Virginia Tech Virginia 
Defensive end 6-2, 240 


Cornerback 5-10, 180 


Terrell Farley, Sr. hs 4 Chris Carter, Sr. 
Nebraska Brad Maynard, Sr., Ball State Texas 
Outside linebacker 6-1, 205 Punter 6-1, 175 Safety 6-1, 200 


Jarrett Irons, Sr. Kevin Jackson, Sr. 


Michigan Alabama 
Inside linebacker 6-1, 231 Safety 6-2, 220 


I HAD NO FEAR. 
THE BIGGEST LINEBACKER. 


THE FASTEST CORNER. 


COULDN’T TOUCH ME. 


I’D CUT THROUGH THEM 


LIKE A HOT KNIFE 


THROUGH BUTTER. 


THE END ZONE? 


I OWNED IT. 


I NEVER SAW IT COMING. 


) WANT THE BALL. Dac kien: 


I’LL NEVER FORGET 


- ee «THAT NOISE. 


I DON’T KNOW WHAT WAS 


ee 


: ie ae WORSE, THE PAIN OR THE 
B Hs TT ey R N OT m a } N K THOUGHT OF NEVER CROSSING 
2 >. FF 7 Ue ° 
pl THE GOAL LINE AGAIN. 


WAS IT OVER? 


MY FUTURE WAS AT STAKE, 
I WANTED ONLY THE BEST. 
HEALTHSOUTH. 


SURGERY AND REHAB. 


al ele laa 
HOURS OF HARD WORK, 


BUT NOW I’M BACK. 
READY TO ROCK YOUR WORLD. 


AFRAID OF NOTHING. 


GIVE ME THE BALL. 


| "M BACK. REMEMBER ME. HEALTHSOUTH. 


c sgh " iy Whe: a ; 900 FACILITIES IN 45 STATES 


1 800 765-4772 


oe: 1 
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QUARTERBACKS 


Dan Kendra, Brock Huard and John Fox appear to be 
three of the most talented quarterbacks in the country. But 
they’re not the best quarterbacks on their own teams. 

Those guys are in the career-building limbo between arriv- 
ing as sure-fire superstar recruits and college starters. It just so 
happens that at this point in their quarterback lives, there is 
somebody at their respective schools who are better quarter- 
backs than they are ... for now. 

Each has been on campus for only one year, and will have 
to be patient for at least one more season, probably two, 
while guys like Thad Busby, Shane Fortney and Brad Otton do 


~ 


’ 4 
- 
+ 


orks 


ARIZONA STATE QUARTERBACK JAKE PLUMMER 


=— 


their stuff. After all, those guys had to serve their apprentice- 
ships, too. But right now, Kendra, Huard and Fox look like the 
kind of potential first-round talent that the NFL didn’t find in 
1996, Keep an eye on these guys ... they’re coming. 

In 1996, the position of quarterback in college football 
belongs to two guys: Peyton Manning and Danny Wuerffel. Or, 
if you prefer, Wuerffel and Manning. Last year, we pegged 
Manning as the No. 1 quarterback in the country — a projec- 
tion at the time, but we reasoned that the guy has it all. And 
now as a junior, he’s got more of it than ever. 

Wuerffel is one of the most productive players ever at his 
position, but if he goes down, Eric Kresser is ready to drop the 
clipboard. The strong-armed senior, who has started only one 
game because of his misfortune of arriving at the same time as 
Wuerffel, is rated by Mel Kiper Jr., as among the five best quar- 
terbacks available for the 1997 draft. 

Then there are Branndon Stewart (Texas A&M) and Gus 
Ornstein (Michigan State), who went to great lengths to avoid 
Kresser’s fate, transferring from Tennessee and Notre Dame, 
where they seemed to be destined to back up Manning and 
Ron Powlus for most of their careers. Now they’re re-emerging 
at their new schools with high hopes and expectations. 


TORO IOI 

Rank NAME COLLEGE Yr. Hr. Wr. 
1. Peyton Manning Tennessee Jr 6-5) 215 
2. Danny Wuerffel Florida Sr. 6-2 209 
3. Jake Plummer Arizona State Sr. 62 190 
4. Brad Otton Southern California S. 66 235 
5. Ron Powlus Notre Dame Sr 6-2. 222 
6. Koy Detmer Colorado Sh G1 185. 
7. Steve Sarkisian Brigham Young Sr. 6-2) 210 
8. Marcus Crandell East Carolina Sr. 60 204 
9. Beau Morgan Air Force Sr. 5-11 189 
10. Donovan McNabb Syracuse So. 6-1 208 
11. Chad Johnston West Virginia Si 16-35 -210 
12. James Brown Texas Jr =66-0——:*186 
13. Tony Graziani Oregon Sis (6352210. 
14. Jim Druckenmiller Virginia Tech Jr 60186 
15. Mike Bobo Georgia Jr. 6-2 206 
16. Steve Schnur Northwestern Sr 60 192 
17. Pat Bames California Sr. 64 225 
18. Matt Sherman lowa Jr. = =6-3 207 
19. Scott Dreisbach Michigan So. 64 209 
20. Wally Richardson Penn State Sr. 64 222 
21. Cory Sauter Minnesota Jr 65 218 
22. Daunte Culpepper Central Florida So. 64 230 
23. Chuck Clements Houston Sr. -6-3 200 
24. Ramon Flanigan SMU Sr 6-2 =175 
25, Ronnie McAda Army Sr. 63 200 
KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK 


These guys don’t have enough experience for a legitimate 
ranking, but look like they could become Top 10-quality quar- 
terbacks in their first full year of action. 

Each is getting a chance fo run a potent offense, too. 


RANK NAME COLLEGE Yr. Hr. Wr. 
1. Ryan Leaf Washington State So. 65 228 
2. Branndon Stewart Texas A&M dt 6-3h—210 
3. Thad Busby Florida State J = 6-3) 220 
4. Shane Fortney Washington Sr, © 6-390220 
5. Anthony Wright South Carolina So. 62 185 

FORO III 


; — Danny Wuerffel (Sr.), Eric Kresser (Sr.), Bobby Sabelhaus (RS-Fr.) — 
As long as Spurrier resides in Gainesville, Gator QBs will rank with the elite. 
— Koy Detmer (Sr.), John Hessler (Jr.), Jeremy Weisinger (RS-Fr.) — 
Hessler came through big-time last year when Detmer was injured. 
e — Jake Plummer (Sr.), Jason Verdugo (Jr.), Steve Campbell 
(So.), Ryan Kealy (Fr.) — The nation’s best year-by-year collection. 
— Thad Busby (Jr.), Dan Kendra (RS-Fr.) — Busby unproven, 
but rated as great pure passer; Kendra as good as advertised. 
gia — Mike Bobo (Jr.), Brian Smith (Sr.), Earl Chambers (RS-Fr.), Mike 
Usry (Fr.) — And don’t forget, WR Hines Ward can play in a pinch. 
a — Brad Otton (Sr.), John Fox (RS-Fr.), Quincy Woods (RS- 
Fr.), Mike Van Raaphorst (Fr.) — Otton showed his stuff in Rose Bowl. 
— Shane Fortney (Jr.), Brock Huard (RS-Fr.) — Even more tal- 
ented than Huskies’ Mark Brunell-Billy Joe Hobert duo of 1991-92? 
— Matt Sherman (Jr.), Ryan Driscoll (Sr.), Scott Mullen (Fr.) — Hayden 
Fry’s quarterbacks are noted for precision and presence; these guys fit that 
mold well. 
2 — Ron Powlus (Sr.), Jarious Jackson (So.) — Loss of Tom Krug 
to neck problem hurts, but Jackson has stepped up. 
— Scott Dreisbach (So.), Brian Griese (Jr.), Tom Brady (RS-Fr.), 
Jason Kapsner (Fr.) — Both main guys for 1996 have raised eyebrows on 
and off the field. 
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Rankings of the Top Late Telephone Services. 
The truth about monitors, 
r Consensus service explanation. 
{ Newsletters vs, telephone services. 
How to win on your own. 


J =) yy The pros and the cons of 900 numbers, 


Sports il scams!) 


Don’t be! Get the nation’s most compre- 
hensive, detailed report on the good, the 
bad, and the ugly of the sports handicap- 
ping industry all in one guide. 


The FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE is 
the one essential tool for all gridiron 
bettors. It will take you behind the 
| YMA scenes and show you the real per- 
Pays oa tie formances of over 100 of the most 
; prominent sports services through- 
out America — complete with profiles on 
their records, reputations, owners, the public’s com- 
ments and countless other insights that will guide you 
skillfully toward a successful season. This review is jam 
packed with vital information that will enable you to 
distinguish the legitimate sports services from the dis- 
reputable ones. 


This seventh big annual edition will lay out for you all 
the inside information about who’s on top and who’s a 
flop in the handicapping world, all for only $3.95. 


Don’t make another play without reading the 
FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE. It’s your key to a 
winning season! 


Call to order toll free: 


CALL TOLL FREE 800-700-9335! 
OR CLIP AND MAIL THE COUPON TODAY! 


Mail to: FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE 
4102 E. 7th Street, Long Beach, CA 90804 


Yes! Please send me a copy of the 1996 FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE. 


Enclosed is my check for $3.95, plus $2.00 S & H. 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE, ZIP 


RUNNING BACKS 444% 44 


With guys like Tshimanga Biakabutuka, Karim Abdul-Jab- 
bar, Leeland McElroy and Terrell Willis all skipping their senior 
seasons for a shot at the NFL, one might think that the position 
is as watered down as American League pitching. Not so. 

This remains a position deep in talent, with seemingly every 
team lining somebody up seven yards behind the quarterback 
who is capable of doing special things. 

Wind up Troy Davis and watch the 2,000-yard man go. Dar- 
nell Autry leads from the tailback position as well as any player 
since Archie Griffin. Warrick Dunn is a game-breaker who's got 


» PHOTO BY PHIL SEARS 


FLORIDA STATE RUNNING BACK WARRICK DUNN 


a chance to be better than any of the great succession of run- 
ning backs to line up for Bobby Bowden. 
At fullback, Marc Williams is no less than a devastating 
blocker and an outstanding inside runner with excellent hands. 
Texas’ Ricky Williams, a fullback who can really run, quickly 
earned the nickname “Little Earl,” which is almost idyllic praise 
in Austin. 


Top RUNNING BACKS *&&*wKRKK 


Oklahoma State Sr. 5-8 200 


16. David Thompson 


17. Alex Smith Indiana Jr 6-0 205 
18. Raymond Priester Clemson Jr 6-1-2380 
19. _ Jerod Douglas Baylor res 5-9) “Urs 
20. _Wasean Tait Toledo Sr 5-9 183 
21. Delon Washington Southern California Jr. 5-11-1190 
22. Shon Mitchell Texas Sr. 5-10 185 
23. Leon Johnson North Carolina Sr. 6-1 210 
24, _Tremayne Stephens N.C. State die VS=11) .187 
25. Charles Talley Northern Illinois Sr. 60 229 


Not rated due fo injury: Robert Edwards (Georgia), Marc Renaud (Michi- 
gan State), Skip Hicks (UCLA), Madre Hill (Arkansas), Oscar Malone 
(Arkansas) and Billy West (Pittsburgh) 


EMERGING STARS *® ® 0  R 


RANK NAME COLLEGE Yr. Hr. Wr. 
1. Brian Darden Tennessee Fr. 6-0 190 
2. — Sirr Parker Texas A&M So. 60 180 
3. _D’Andre Hardeman Texas A&M So. 5-11 225 
4, Jamaican Dartez Tulane So. 5-7 _ 187 
5. Ramod Lee Temple SOP GE 9227 


TOP FULLBACKS KK I I 


RANK NAME COLLEGE Yr. Hr Wr. 
1. Marc Edwards Notre Dame Sr. 60 237 
2. _ Ricky Williams Texas So. 6-0 225 
3. _ Emory Smith Clemson Sr 60 242 
4. C. Fuamatu-Ma'‘afala_ Utah So. 60 274 
5. Rob Konrad Syracuse So. 63 230 
6. Pooh Bear Williams Florida State Jr. 6-1 285 
7. Greg Comella Stanford Sr. 6-1 215 
8. Rod Brown N.C. State Sr 6-0 230 
9. Akili King Oregon State Sr. 5-11 230 

10. Brian Edmonds Virginia Tech Sr. 5-10 235 
1). Nicky Sualua Ohio State Jr 5-11 250 
12. Omari Walker Boston College Jr =5-10 212 
13. | Mark Sanders Kansas Sr. 60 215 

14. _ Matt Hartt Northwestern Jr 6-2 233 

15. Brock Olivo Missouri J. = 6-1 210 


Top TEAMS % ROKR IO 


1. Florida State — Warrick Dunn (Sr.), Dee Feaster (So.), Pooh Bear Williams 
(Jr.), Rock Preston (Jr.), Khalid Abdullah (So.), Lavernaues Coles (Fr.) — 
Wildly productive, a lot of these guys will play on Sunday. 

2. Notre Dame — Marc Edwards (Sr.), Autry Denson (So.), Randy Kinder (Sr.), 
Robert Farmer (Sr.) — Denson and Edwards are best tailback/fullback duo. 

3. Nebraska— Ahman Green (So.), Damon Benning (Sr.), DeAngelo Evans (Fr.), 
Brian Schuster (Sr.), Joel Mackovicka (So.) — As usual, so good, so deep. 


4. Florida — Elijah Williams (Jr.), Terry Jackson (So.), Fred Taylor (Jr.), Dwayne 
Mobley (Sr.) — Taylor tough inside, Williams goes outside, Jackson does both. 
~ 5. lowa — Sedrick Shaw (Sr), Tavian Banks (Jr.), Rodney Filer (Sr.), Michael 
Burger (So.) — Shaw among the most complete backs; Banks is a sprinter. 
~ 6. Texas — Shon Mitchell (Sr.), Ricky Williams (So.), Priest Holmes (Sr.), Wane 
McGarity (So.), Jeffrey Clayton (Sr.) — A healthy Holmes would help. 
~ 7, Stanford — Mike Mitchell (Sr.), Anthony Bookman (Jr.), Greg Comella (Sr.), 


_ Adam Salina (Sr.) — Lots of different strengths, and all are put to good use. 
8. Oklahoma State — David Thompson (Sr.), Andre Richardson (Jr.), Nathan 


Eric Bernard (So.) — Aggies won't miss a beat with Leeland McElroy gone. 
10. Southern California — Delon Washington (Jr.), Shawn Walters (Sr.), LaVale 
Woods (Jr.), Rodney Sermons (Jr.), Ted lacenda (Fr.) — No single elite run- 


Rank NAME COLLEGE ha Sa 
1. Troy Davis lowa State Jr 5-8 190 
2. Darnell Autry Northwestern Jr. 5-11 209 
3. Warrick Dunn Florida State Sr. 5-9 185 
4. Ahman Green Nebraska So. 6-0 210 
5. George Jones San Diego State Sr. 5-9: (210 
6. Sedrick Shaw lowa Sr. _6-1_ _195 
7. Jay Graham Tennessee Sr. 6-0 206 
8. _Rashaan Shehee Washington Jr 5-11 200 
9. _ Tiki Barber Virginia Sr. 5-10 195 8 
10. Byron Hanspard Texas Tech Jr 60-190 
11, Kevin Faulk LSU So. 5-10 192 5 A& 
12. _Danyell Ferguson Miami Sr. 6-0 200 
13. Curtis Enis Penn State $0, 6-1 231 
14, June Henley Kansas Sr. 5-11 205 
15. Autry Denson Notre Dame So. 5-10 189 ner, but a deep, high-quality group. 
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JSUSCISO 
Proud Sponsor of the 
1996-U.S. Olympic Team 


Comfortable, Quiet, Predictable, Precise. 
What’s Dull In A Person Is Great In A Car. 


Just a few minutes in a Chevy” Lumina’ and you're pleasant trip in a car you can trust. And that can 
comfortable. You turn the wheel; it responds with- include the noise you don’t hear, the bumps you 
out any fuss. You notice it tracks very straight, very don’t feel, and the glare that doesn’t fatigue your 
smoothly. Everything feels solid, tight. There are eyes. Or it can include optional dual temperature 
no surprises. You've just experienced some inspired controls, or supple leather seating surfaces. Or, per- 
engineering. But what’s important is not the inge- haps, the money you save over other cars with less 
nious suspension geometry of the Lumina or its pleasant rides. Nothing dull about that, is there? 
rigid unitized frame design; what’s important is a That’s what makes Lumina a Genuine Chevrolet. 


Lumina 432” Genuine Chevrolet 


RECEIVERS **** 0} 


It wasn't that long ago that coaches were reluctant to 
invest more than a handful of scholarships in a receiving corps. 
After all, good athletes who didn’t break into the starting 
lineup at quarterback, running back and defensive back were 
often worked into the practice rotation at receiver. 

But more and more, coaches love to see long lines of 
receivers In practice. Good receivers. Rather than stockpile 
players at running back, as in the past, many big-time pro- 
grams are increasingly loading up on wideouts, devoting as 


KANSAS STATE WIDE RECEIVER KEVIN LOCKETT 


much as 10 percent of the team’s scholarships (8-9) to poten- 
tial wide receivers. 

The idea, of course, is that almost all teams routinely run 
three-wideout formations, and most have a four-wideout 
package. Some occasionally will even go to five wide 
receivers in the game at the same time. The more, the better 
to stretch defenses. 

At Florida State, Andre Cooper and E.G. Green both boast 
All-American ability, but are glancing over their shoulders at 
the progress of redshirt freshman Randy Moss. Moss, consid- 
ered one of the best receiving prospects to come along in 
memory, wowed ‘em in spring and should be an impact 
player his first year out. 


Top WIDE RECEIVERS * & 1k kkk 


16. Albert Connell Texas A&M Sr. 62 180 


17, Tim Dwight lowa Jr = 5-9 ~—-:190 
18. _Geroy Simon Maryland Sr. 6-0 183 
19. Zola Davis South Carolina So. 6] 192 
20. David Saunders West Virginia Jr, 62. 205 
21. Corey Thomas Duke Jr, -6-0 170 
22. Buster Tillman Ohio State Sr. 61 188 
23. Phil Savoy Colorado Jr. 6-3 200 
24. Ryan Thelwell Minnesota Jr. 62 180 
25. Bobby Shaw California Jr 6-1 ~—*180 


Not rated due to injury: Octavus Barnes (No. Carolina), Wes Caswell (Tulsa) 


EMERGING STARS * % KO kk 


1. Randy Moss Florida State Fr. 64 210 
2. Robert Baker Auburn So. 5-11 191 
3. Billy Miller Southern California So. 63 210 
4. Kenny Mitchell Arizona State So. 63 198 
5. Jermaine Copeland Tennessee So. 64 210 


Top TIGHT ENDS * Rk kkk 


Rank Name Cousece - Yr. Hr Wr 
_1.__ Stephen Alexander __ Oklahoma Jr 6-4 232 
_2. Chad Lewis Brigham Young Sr. 6-6 235 
3. __ Josh Wilcox Oregon Sr. 6-325] 
4. Kris Mangum Mississippi Sr. 64 240 
5. Tony Gonzalez California Jt. = 6-6 235 
6. Pat Fitzgerald Texas Sr, 6-2 225 
7,__David LaFleur LSU Si, 6:7, 278) 
8. Josh Keur Michigan State She 6-5. — 275. 
9. Steve Bush Arizona State Sr. 63 258 
10. Greg Clark Stanford Sr. 6-5 250 
11. Bryan Jennings Virginia Tech Sr. 6-4 252 
12, Pete Chryplewicz Notre Dame Sr. 6-5 265 
13. __ Matt Lepsis Colorado Sr. 6-5 265 
14, _ Scott Richards East Carolina Sr 6-5 251 
15. Freddie Jones North Carolina Sr. 65 255 


Top TEAMS % % % 1 kk ak 


. Florida State — E.G, Green (Jr.), Andre Cooper (Sr.), Wayne Messam (Sr.), 
Randy Moss (RS-Fr.) — Cooper and Green are superb; here comes Moss. _ 

2. Florida — Jacquez Green (So.), Ike Hilliard (Jr.), Reidel Anthony (Jr.) — 
Three legitimate deep threats who have first-round potential. = 

3. Colorado — Rae Carruth (Sr.), James Kidd (Sr.), Matt Lepsis (Sr.), Phil Savoy 
(Jr.) — Perhaps the swiftest group of all, nice targets for Detmer. ~ 

4, Texas — Mike Adams (Sr.), Curtis Jackson (Sr.), Cortney Epps (Sr.), Pat 

Fitzgerald (Jr.), Steve Bradley (Sr.) — Difference-makers in UT resurgence. 


RANK NAME Couece Ye Hr Wr 5. West Virginia — David Saunders (So.), Rahsaan Vanterpool (Sr.), Matt 
__1.__ Marcus Harris Wyoming Sr. 6-2 214 McCulty (Sr.), Shawn Foreman (So.) — Who you gonna double? 
2. Kevin Lockett Kansas State Sr. 6-1_:180 6. Michigan State — WR Derrick Mason (Sr.), Nigea Carter (Sr.), Josh Keur (Jr.), 
3. Andre Cooper Florida State Sr. 62 194 Charles Clark (Jr.), Marcus Chapman (So.) — Mason is all-purpose threat; 
4. _|ke Hilliard Florida Je 5-11__—:182 TE presence helps immensely. a 
5. Richard Dice Arizona Sti f. 6-24 5216 7, California — Na‘il Benjamin (Sr.), Bobby Shaw (Jr.), Tony Gonzalez (Jr.), 
6. Rae Carruth Colorado Sr. 5-11 __190 Dameane Douglas (So.) — Benjamin, Shaw and Gonzalez amassed 1,794 
7. Yatil Green Miami Jr 63-204 _yardsin’95. oe 
8. Keith Poole Arizona State Sr 6-2 185 8. Arizona State — Steve Bush (Sr.), Keith Poole (Sr.), Kenny Mitchell (So.), Isa- 
9. E.G. Green Florida State Jr 5-11__184 __lah Mustafa (Sr.), Lenzie Jackson (So.) — Poole is nation’s top go-to guy. 
10. Joey Kent Tennessee Sr. 6-184 9. Miami — Magic Benton (So.), Yatil Green (Jr.). Jammi German (Sr.), Tony 
11. Reidel Anthony Florida Jr. 5-11 176 Gaiter (Sr.), Gerald Daphnis (Sr.) — Relatively underwhelming so far, but 
12. Mike Adams Texas Sf. 16-1_ -187 ___theypackalotoftolent 
13. _ Will Blackwell San Diego State Jr 6-0 180 10. San Diego State — Will Blackwell (Jr.), Az Hakim (Jr.) — With 143 catches for 
14. _D'wayne Bates Northwestern Jr 6-2 208 2,229 yards and 16 touchdowns last season, these guys lit up the Western 
15. Juan Daniels Georgia Sr. 6-2 207 Athletic Conference. 
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Boost soe eo JUMP 
3-10 inches: GUARA reer] 


Please rush me a pair of Jumpsoles. 
My friend recently got a pair and has 
already gained 6 inches in his vertical 
jump. I'm blown away." 

- S. McKenzie, Cleveland, OH 


"In only 4 weeks I gained 7 inches!" 
- M. King, Miami, FL 


"With your Jumpsoles my friend is now 
dunking over me. Help!" 
- G. Blackwell, San Antonio, TX 


"My team gained an average of 6 1/2 
inches. .. 1 am truly amazed!" 
- G. Agnitsch, Benicia, CA 


1h Te ae 4 = 


Me A 3 


Plyometric training has proven to be the most 
effective way to increase vertical jump 5-10 inches, 


sprinting speed .2 sec faster at 40 yds. Builds fast twitch Era S~ Py 
muscle fibers and neural connections for explosive leaping and Iw 
quickness. Jumpsoles are super durable high density platforms that = 
hook & loop strap onto your own shoes converting ORDER 
them into state of the art plyometric trainers. Used 
by top athletes with astounding results! Gain slam Sie (586-7872) 
dunk vertical. Includes complete training program. 
vin 10 icles and slash your 40-¢d das Mea MC AMEN DIscy 
time by .2 sec or your money back! Coaches: Ask about our team discount! 
Tami cwa Pros Foreign orders and distributors call 415-967-4787 
Use Jumpsoles Yes! Rush me a pair of Jumpsoles. | want to jump higher and run faster than I've 
Today! ever before. . . or my money back! 


Enclosed is my check or money order: $59.95 plus $6 shipping. CA residents 
add 7.75% tax. In Canada/Mexico add $10. All other countries add $29. 


Metapro Dept. 837 
140 S. Whisman Rd. Mountain View, CA 94041 


mp ES OLES. 


a 
sy 
—_ e 
“ = oli te: 


Send to: Size:___ Mens’? W's? BIk_ White_ 
_ Visa__ MC__ Amex__ Discv__ 
- ——. iCardit = 


Expiration Dates — 


Authorized Signature: 


if 
; The one and only .. 
Attachiible rewed forms 


Supercharge your own shoes rs 183 vel. 


or, fax this info to 415-967-6680 attn: Dept 837 


Phone: ( ) 


OFFENSIVE LINE ***xxx%%% xxx 


It seems as though since Anthony Munoz donned his col- 


lege jersey at Southern California, he changed the face of 
trench warfare. Munoz was a mountain of a man who also 


possessed abilities rarely witnessed in the trenches: agility and 
quickness. 
Munoz dominated both in the passing scheme and as a 

bulldozer in leading a running play. He became the new stan- 
dard by which linemen were judged. Since Munoz retired, like 
fine wine, his value has risen. Additionally, it’s become in 
vogue to search for an heir apparent. 
Ohio State’s Orlando Pace enters the 1996 season as the 


frontrunner for the “he’s the next Anthony Munoz” sweep- 


stakes and with good reason. 
He has the physical tools and mental attitude and work 


ethic that might finally prove to be the right mixture in con- 


cocting the next “real” Mountain Man of football. 
Pace was impressive enough last season that he probably 
would have been a Top 10 pick in the NFL draft after merely 

two years of collegiate action. 


His main attributes are dedication, athleticism, football 
savvy. Yes, savvy. Pace works his way through trench wars 


seemingly with ease. He has a feel for the game normally asso- 
ciated with passers and runners. He has a sense which allows 


hirn to be one of the “savers” in the game. 


When watching an Ohio State game. rarely does a quarter 
pass without Pace picking off a would-be defender who had 
blitzed or otherwise beaten an interior lineman, hence saving 
the play. 
The Big 12 is loaded with linemen this season, with two of 
the top four tackles and four of the top five guards. 


TOP OFFENSIVE TACKLES ® % 0% 4% 1% kk 


12. Carlton Hendrix Air Force Sr. 6-3 285 
13. Chris Brymer Southern California Sr. 6-3 = =285 
14. Bob Sapp Washington Sr 6-5 285 
15. Laron White Alabama Sn G2. 272 


Top CENTERS & & KK I III IOI I 


RANK NAME COLLEGE Yr. Hr Wr. 
1. Rod Payne Michigan Sr. 64 285 
2. Billy Conaty Virginia Tech Sr. 63 306 
3. K.C. Jones Miami Syn 6-2! 5.201 
4. Aaron Taylor Nebraska Jr 61305 
5. Jeff Mitchell Florida Sr. 6A 285 
6. Juan Porter Ohio State Sr 6-4 285 
7. Ryan Tucker TCU > Sr. 65 285 
8. Jason Johnson Kansas Stati State Sr. 6-3 275 
9. PatAugafa _ iowa State Sr. 62 335 

10. Mark Gregg _ Oregon Sr. 6-4 280 
11. Brannon Kidd Southern Methodist Sr. 64 295 
12. Ryan Fiebiger Texas Jr = 63-280 
13. Barry Tielsch Penn State Sr. 6-2 290 
14. Jay Seib Indiana Sr. 66 290 
15. Bob Hallen Kent J «64-240 


EMERGING STARS * ® ORO A I 


1. Mike Rosenthal Notre Dame _ So. 6-7 310 
2. Octavious Bishop Texas So. 6-5 308 
3. Jason Watts Kentucky So. 63 267 
4, Matt Stinchcomb Georgia So. 6-7 280 
5. Shawn Jenkins NE Louisiana Jr 63 «294 


TOP TEAMS *% % OI IO 


Rank NAME COLLEGE Yr. Hr. Wt. 1. Nebraska — Aaron Taylor (Jr.), Chris Dishman (Sr.), Eric Anderson (Jr.), 
1. Orlando Pace Ohio State Jr 6-5 320 Adam Treu (6r.), Jon Zatechka (Jr.) — Past performance combined with 
2. Juan Roque Arizona State Sr. 68 319 current lineup warrants the ‘Huskers topping the list. 
ay Eric Anderson Nebraska Jr. 6-4 300 2. Ohio State — Orlando Pace (Jr.), Juan Porter (Sr.), LeShun Daniels (Sr.), Rob 
~ 4, TimKohn ~ lowa State Sr. 65 307 Murphy (RS-Fr.), Eric Gohlstin (Jr.) — The Buckeyes boast some of the best 
5. Adam Meadows Georgia Sr. 6-7 (280 talent in the country at each position. 
6. Brian Kardos Northwestern Se C2 S280 3. Notre Dame — Mike Clevenger (Sr.), Mike Doughty (Sr.), Jeremy Akers (Sr.), 
7. Paul Wiggins _ __Oregon ‘Sr. 6-4 305 Rick Kaczenski (Sr.), Mike Rosenthal (So.), Jon Spickelmier (Jr.) — The Fight- 
8. _ Jay Hagood ~ E Virginia Tech Sr. 64 307 ing Irish use brute force and fundamentals to overpower the opposition. 
9. Mike Doughty Notre Dame S. 68 313 Vastly improved run blockers, 
10. Ross Verba lowa Sr. 6-4 285 4, Florida — Jeff Mitchell (Sr.), Donnie Young (Sr.), Mo Collins (So.) — The 
11. Steve Scifres Wyoming Sr. 6-5 291 Gators trenchmen are among the best drilled in the nation. Precision and 
12. Jerry Wunsch ____ Wisconsin Sr 6-6 315 finesse are the keys to success. 
13. Scott Sanderson _ Washington State St. 6-7 286 5. Kansas State — Todd Weiner (Jr.), Ross Greenwood (Sr.), Jason Johnson 
14. Scott Whittaker Kansas = Shr iGe6h 2901) (Sr.), Kendyl Jacox (Jr.), Ryan Young (So.) — Linemen like Johnson and 
15. Nathan Parks Stanford Sr. 66 303 Jacox are Wildcats’ not-so-secret weapon. 


Top OFFENSIVE GUARDS * & 1K kk Ok 


Virginia Tech — Jay Hagood (Sr.), Billy Conaty (Sr.), Derek Smith (So.), T.J. 


Washington (Sr.), Chris Andreadis (Jr.), Gennaro DiNapoli Jr.) — Hokies can 
grind it out. 


Rank NAME COLLEGE Yr. Ht Wr. 7. LSU — Alan Faneca (So.), Ben Bordelon (Sr.), Todd McClure (So.), Sean 
1. Chris Dishman ~ Nebraska Se 6sce ne! Wells (Sr.), Ryan Thomassie (So.), Marcus Carmouche (Sr.) — Paving the 
2, Chris Naeole | Colorado Sr. 6-4 295 way for Kevin Faulk and Co. 
~ 3. Calvin Collins Texas A&M Sr. 6-3. 290. 8. Oregon — Paul Wiggins (Sr.), Tasi Malepei (Sr.), Mark Gregg (Sr.), Bob Bald- 
4. Brad Badger Stanford Sr. 6-4 280 win (Sr.), David Weber (Jr.), Willy Rife (Sr.) — Normally overachievers, now 
_5. Dan Neil SS. Sr 6-2 285 Ducks have the horses. 
6. Benji Olson Washington __ So, 64 300 9. North Carolina — Jeff Saturday (Jr.), Byron Thomas (Sr.), Brian Honeycutt 
7, LeShun Daniels Ohio State Sr. 6-2 285 (Sr.), Mike Hobgood (Jr.), Jerness Gethers (Sr.), Mike Baxter (Jr.) — Four vet- 
8. Donnie Young Florida Sr. 64 299 eran starters could enable Heels to surprise. 
9, Jamar Nesbitt South Carolina So. 6-4 303 10. Wisconsin — Jerry Wunsch (Sr.), Jamie Vandervelat (Sr.), Mike Rader (Sr.), 
10. Leonard Thomas Auburn Sh. 6-2) 294 James Darby (Sr.), Cayetano Castro (Sr.) — This is the veteran line that can 
11. Kendyl Jacox Kansas State Jr. 6-2 320 lead the Badgers back into contention. 
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DEFENSIVE LINEMEN **xx**%%x 


As Nebraska's fortunes have soared in recent years — 
heck, they've always been high, but this is getting ridiculous — 
the emergence of the Cornhusker speed rusher has been a 
big part of that step up. 

The Cornhuskers always have had tough linemen, of 
course, but now they have tough linemen who run like |-backs. 

Grant Wistrom and Jared Tomich give Nebraska an unpar- 
alleled pair of defensive ends. They both get after the quarter- 
back, but also chase down plays from behind ... and, just as 
significant, can stand in there when it’s being run at them. 


TENNESSEE DEFENSIVE END LEONARD LITTLE 


Top DEFENSIVE TACKLES * OOK 


RANK NAME COLLEGE Yr Hr Wr. 
1. Darrell Russell Southern California Jr. 64 320 
2. Chuck Wiley LSU Jr 64 274 
3. Chris Akins Texas Jr 61-292 
4. Todd White Virginia Sr. 6-2 265 
5. Jason Peter Nebraska Jr 6-4 285 
6. David Richie Washington Sr. 64 270 
7. Brandon Whiting California Jr 63 280 
8. Andre Wadsworth Florida State Jr. 64 282 
9. Keith Council Florida Jr. 6-5) 283 

10. Luke Fickell Ohio State Sr. 64 260 


11. Anthony McFarland __LSU So. 6-1 290 
12. William Carr Michigan Sr. 60 269 
13. Matt Rice Northwestern Sr. 63 270 
14. Waverley Jackson Virginia Tech Sr 63 303 
15. _Geno Bell Arkansas or... 6-2 276 
16, James Grier Mississippi State Jr. 6-6 307 
17. Johnnie Hicks Maryland Jr 6-2 281 
18. Joe Saleavea Arizona Sr 6-4 276 
19, Matt Keneley Southern California Sr. 6-5 285 
20. Jared DeVries lowa So. 64 260 
21. Tony Daniels Texas Tech Jr 65 250 
22, Marvin Davis Miami Sr. 62 267 
23. Edward Jasper Texas A&M Sr. 64 291 


24. Bryant Jackson Oregon 
25. George Williams North Carolina State 
Not rated due fo injury: Brad Scioli (Penn State) 


Sr. 6-1 268 


J 63 284 


Top DEFENSIVE ENDS OK IK 


RANK NAME COLLEGE Yr. Hr Wr. 
1. Cornell Blown Virginia Tech ‘Sr 62 240 
2. Jared Tomich Nebraska Sr. 62 260 
3. Leonard Little Tennessee Jr 63 230 
4. Brandon Mitchell Texas A&M Sr 64 275 
5. Grant Wistrom Nebraska Jt 6-5. 250 
6. Greg Jones Colorado Sr. 6-4 250 
7. Kenny Holmes Miami Sr 64 247 
8. Tarek Saleh Wisconsin Sr 6-3 236 
9. Mike Vrabel Ohio State Sr. 6-4 260 

10. _Kenard Lang Miami Jr. 64 2651 
11. Reinard Wilson Florida State Sr. 6-2 255 
12. Greg Ellis North Carolina Jr = =6-6 ~=260 
13. _ Andy Jacobs California Sr. 64 255 
14. Peter Boulware Florida State Jr 6-5 255 
15. Darrell Blackburn Alabama Sr. 63 224 
16. Matt Finkes Ohio State Sr. 62 258 
17. Carl Hansen Stanford Jn 6-5 265 
18. Chris Hood Alabama So. 63 240 
19. Jason Chorak Washington Jr 6-4 250 
20. Nate Davis Indiana Sr. 6-5 285 
21. _ Bill Ennis-inge lowa Sr. 65 245 
22. Mark Schmidt Oregon Sr. 6-3 281 
23. Robert Brown Southern Mississippi Jr 63 255 
24. Kurt Supe Kentuc Sr. 6-3 243 
25. Kendrick Gholston Louisville J. =64 250 


EMERGING STARS RKO ROK IK 


1. Clarence Martin Texas So. 63 292 
2. Reggie McGrew Florida Fr 6-2) 295 
3. George Perry Southern California J =—6-5 ~—- 260 
4. _Antwon Jones Notre Dame So. 63 258 
5. Floyd Wedderburn Penn State So. 65 328 


TOP TEAMS KK KKK IKK IK AAI OK 


1. Nebraska — Grant Wistrom (Jr.), Jared Tomich (Sr.), Jason Peter (Jr.), Jeff 
Ogard (Sr.), Scott Saltsman (Sr.) — Inside, outside, all around the field. 

2. Ohio State — Luke Fickell (Sr.), Mike Vrabel (Sr.), Matt Finkes (Sr.) — Starters 
outstanding, but depth can‘t compare to Nebraska's. 

3. Florida State — Reinard Wilson (Sr.), Pete Boulware (Jr.), Connell Spain (Sr.), 
Andre Wadsworth (Jr.), Corey Simon (So.) — Ends Boulware and Wilson 
accounted for 19 sacks last year. 

4, Southem California — Matt Keneley (Sr.), Darrell Russell (Jr.), George Perry 
(Jr.), Willie Lowery (Sr.) — Russell is The Man, and others aren’t bad, either. 

§. Alabama — Chris Hood (So.), Darrell Blackbur (Sr.), Ozell Powell (Sr.), 
Michael Myers (Jr.) — Burly and fast; Myers could make quick impact. 

6, Texas A&M — Brandon Mitchell (Sr.), Pat Williams (Sr.), David Maxwell (Jr.), 

___ Marcus Heard (So.), Brad Crowley (Sr.) — Another great Aggie front. 
7, Maryland — Johnnie Hicks (Jr.), Eric Hicks (Jr.), Tim Watson (Jr.), Al Wallace 
___Sr.), Eric Ogbogu (Jr.), Anthony Jenkins (Sr.) — Leading Terps resurgence. 

8. Miami — Dennis Fortney (Jr.), Marvin Davis (Sr.), Kenard Lang (Jr.), Kenny 
Holmes (Sr.) — Boundless upside for this talented group. 

9. Florida — Keith Council (Jr.), Ed Chester (So.), Reggie McGrew (RS-Fr.), Tim 
Beauchamp (So.), Emie Badeaux (So.), Mike Moten (Jr.) — No team in the 
country has better talented defensive line depth than Gators. 

10. North Carolina — Greg Ellis (Jr.), Russell Davis (So.), Rick Terry (Sr.) — If will 
be interesting to see how they fare without Marcus Jones. 
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LINEBACKERS ** 4303 


Bob Davie loves linebackers, 


Especially big linebackers. And even more so, fast line- 
backers. And rugged ... they've got to be rugged. 


He designs defenses around them. 


He did it at Texas A&M, setting a standard in College Sta- 
tion that continues today, even though he’s now the defensive 


coordinator at Notre Dame. 


And now Davie’s got the same thing going in South Bend. 
Certainly Notre Dame has had outstanding linebackers in the 
past. But when Lou Holtz hired him to run the Irish defense in 
1994, the linebackers became the focal point of the defense. 


MISSISSIPPI STATE’S DWAYNE CURRY 


Outside, Bert 
Berry has become a 
big-play artist who 
steps up in big 
games. Kory Minor 
conjures up memo- 
ries of the excellent 
A&M outside pass 
rushing threats (like 
John Roper, Aaron 
Wallace, Marcus 
Buckley and Anto- 
nio Armstrong) that 
Davie helped to 
develop for nearly a 
decade. 

Inside Lyron Cob- 
bins and Kinnon 
Tatum have the 
nasty disposition 
and athleticism to 
stifle the opposi- 
tion’s inside game. 


Top INSIDE LINEBACKERS * *OOK KOK AK I 


Top OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS * & & & Kk 


RANK NAME COLLEGE Yr. Hr Wr. 
1. Terrell Farley Nebraska Sr, 6-1 205 
2. Bert Berry Notre Dame Sr, 63 245 
3. Dwayne Rudd Alabama Jr 6-2 = 232 
4. Keith Mitchell Texas A&M Si. 6-3 223 
5. Marcellus Mostella Auburn Sr. 6-3 235 
6. Jamie Sharper Virginia Sr. 6-3 238 
7. Kory Minor Notre Dame So, 62 235 
8. Ralph Staten Alabama Shi) 6-2) 252 
9. Canute Curtis West Virginia Sr. 6-2 250 

10. Travis Ochs Kansas State So. 6-3 225 
11. Broderick Simpson Oklahoma Sr. 6-1 = 213 
12. Derrick Barnes Oregon Sr. 6-1 248 
13. Reggie Jordan Oregon Sr. 6-3 250 
14, James Farrior Virginia Sr. 6-3 238 
15. Alshermond Singleton Temple Sie 30-0 221. 
16. Brian Simmons North Carolina Jr. 6-4 230 
17. Allen Stansbury LSU Sr. 6-1 225 
18. Jerry Jensen Washington Jt, 6-2 225 
19, Greg Bright Georgia Jt 6-2) 1226 
20. Sammy Knight Southern California oe Oe) Ee 19%: 
21. Carl Reaves Michigan State Ste OA» 227 _ 
22. Ryan Miller Ohio State OZ 220 
23. Pat Tillman Arizona State Jr. 5-11 200 
24, _Chike Okeafor Purdue Jr 6-5 237 
25, Brad Jackson Cincinnati Jr = =—6-2 208 

EMERGING STARS ok tok 
1. Lester Towns Washington Fr. 6-3 240 
2. Sam Sword Michigan So. 6-2 242 
3. Brandon Short Penn State Fr. 6-3 246 
4. Paul Pickett Alabama We kone ALS: 
5. Tony Ortiz Nebraska Fr. 6-0 205 


TOP TEAMS 2 OO III 


RANK NAME Couece Yr. Hr Wr. — 

1. Jarrett Irons Michigan Ste 6-1 231 1. Notre Dame — Bert Berry (Sr.), Kory Minor (So.), Lyron Cobbins (Sr.), Kinnon 

_2. Dwayne Curry Mississippi State Sr. 6-3 248 Tatum (Sr.) — Strength, speed, depth and tenacity are traits in abundance 
3. Pat Fitzgerald Northwestern Sr 6-2 233, in the Irish corps. 

Ink Aleaga Washington Sr. 62 225. 2. Nebraska — Jamel Williams (Sr.), Jay Foreman (So.), Jon Hesse (Sr.), Terrell 
5. Anthony Simmons. Clemson SOr_ 6-1-2139 Farley (Sr.), Ryan Terwilliger (Sr.), Tony Ortiz (RS-Fr.) — Deep and fast group; 
6. Matt Russell Colorado Sr. 6-2 245 Farley has a habit of dominating games. 

_7._lyronCobbins _ Notre Dame Sr 6-0 246 3. Texas A&M — Dat Nguyen (So.), Larry Walker (Sr.), Keith Mitchell (Sr.), War- 
8. Tyrell Peters _ ____ Oklahoma Sr. 6-0 223 tick Holdman (So.), Quinton Brown (Jr.), Jimmie Iroy (Sr.) — Mitchell extends 
9, Kivuusama Mays North Carolina Jr. 64 240 lineage of excellence; inside duo is rock-solid. 

10. Jamel Williams Nebraska Sr. 62 205 4. Washington — Ink Aleaga (Sr.), Jerry Jensen (Jr.), John Fiala (Sr.), Lester 

11. Dennis Stallings tllinois Sr. 60 232 Towns (Fr.), Marques Hairston (Fr.), Ikaika Malloe (Sr.) — This unit is trying to 
12, Dat Nguyen bes Texas A&M So. 6-1 213 lead Huskies back to national prominence. 

13. Mark Smith Arkansas Sr. 63 229 5. Alabama — Ralph Staten (Sr.), Dwayne Rudd (Jr.), Tyrell Buckner (Sr.), Fer- 
14. Larry Walker Texas A&M Sr. 6-2 231 nando Davis (Sr.), Paul Pickett (So.) — Great talent, new and old. 

15. Tyrus McCloud Louisville Sr. 6-2 251 6. Michigan State — Reggie Garnett (Sr.), Carl Reaves (Sr.), ke Reese (Jr. 

16. Daryl Bush Florida State Jr. = =6-2 ~=230 Dwayne Hawkins (So.), Tyrone Garland (Jr.) — Good inside-outside balance. 
17, Reggie Garnett Michigan State Sh 6- |i 1228 7. North Carolina — James Hamilton (Sr.), Brian Simmons (Jr.), Kivuusama 

18. Pete Monty Wisconsin Sr. 6-2 241 Mays (Jr.) — An outstanding starting unit, seeking additional depth. 

19. Chris Draft Stanford Jr 6-1 220 8, Oklahoma — Tyrell Peters (Sr.), Broderick Simpson (Sr.), Terrance Malone 
20. Greg Bellisari Ohio State Sr 16-1)_ 240 (So.), Dale Allen (So.), Ed Pierce (Fr.) — Peters and Simpson are fast and will 
21, James Darling Washington State Sr 6-1 245 knock you into yesterday. 

22, Vernon Rollins lowa So. 63 235 9. Kansas — Ronnie Ward (Sr.), Pat Brown (So.), Chris Jones (Sr.), Jason Thoren 
23. Takeo Spikes Auburn So. 6-2 224 (Jr.), Ron Wamer (Jr.) — Injuries rocked Jayhawks last year; a healthy Ward 
24. David James Illinois Jr = 6-0 = 244 makes a big difference. 

25. James Burgess Miami Sr. 60 218 10. Auburn — Takeo Spikes (So.), Marcellus Mostella (Sr.), Terry Solomon (Sr.), 


Not rated due fo injury: Ronnie Ward (Kansas), Antwaune Ponds (Syracuse) 


1996 


Ricky Neal (Jr.) — This unit is athletic and effective, but needs consistency. 
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IF YOUR ORDER IS 
OVER $50.00 YOUGET... 
OVER $75.00 YOU GET... Alab a ABCC a K MNOPORSTUV 
OVER $100.00 YOU GET... - ABED TE th REM OPH ort 
YOUR NEXT ae 
SPORTS FAN PARADISE PURCHASE 


D. COLLEGE epOTeALL JERSEY 


5, THE COACH by Logo Athletic 


oxtord 


HEAVYWEIGHT COLLEGE 8, HEAVYWEIGHT COLLEGE 
T-SHIRT SWEATSHIRT 
(S, Mb, xb 5 
schools. ( 


ame and mas 


LOCKER ROOM T-SHIRT 
SWEATSHIRT 


t: Kk 
OVER 60 COLLEGES |? + eae 


K M OP 
MoO 


00 WOT REMCONT FROM LOCKER ROOM - e c L i 9 HJ op 
7 m 5 p 5 H JKLMNOP 


NOTRE DAME FOOTBALL A , t C 2 i | A DEFGHIIKLMNOPORS 
NOTRE DAME, INDIANA $C 5 OEFGH iKt MNOFORS 


Ht M OP 

HEAVYWEIGHT GRAY NFL & COLLEGE T-SHIRT iL ABE HIRE OP 
SWEATSHIAT ton, team na cot de J ABCDEFGH J MNOPORS 
M, bo XL (2 S 


See list tor av 


COLLEGE ARCH T-SHIRT shag en ebay 
Traditional sehool name des y L 
(XL add 2.00 for teshart, 4.00 for 


ats : Paci 
“SPORTS SPECIALTIES TWO-TONE 
RETAIL $17.95 
pe COLLEGES AVAILABLE: ton 1 


Ror ida, FSU, Geor 
AUTHENTIC COLLEGE BASEBALL CAP 


am hats are made to team speciticatio: 


Complete College and NFL Schedules, with key weekly match ups 


WHILE 
QUANTITIES 
LAST 


RAaDcEAS. 
cot LEGE SPIKE by Logo Athletic: 


s NFL Prolene 
leges avail Colorado. Flor 
Notre Dame. Ohio St., Oklahoma, Penn St.. Tex 


COFFEE MUG 


COACHES JACKET RETAIL $84.95. IMPACT JACKET by Starter NFL pAOLe 


LEGENDS EMBROIDERED SWEATSHIRT Retail $69.95 
BEST PRICE GUARANTEE tealures team name on front and satin applique 


BEST PRICE GUARANTEE ORDER EARLY! 


Each letter of te a 


RIL 
OLD ENGLISH SCRIPT NFL CAP $17.95 Maybe the best n g 0 


95. Black ve ustable features team name on front, c 
on back, logo on side. Teams available: 49e"s, Cowboys, Packers. 
Chargers, Dolphins. Chiefs, Eagles, Saints, Bills, Bears, Bucs, Falcons. 
Giants, Oilers. Raiders, Seahawks, Skins, Steelers, Vikings. Cards. 
Panthers, Jags. and Pats 


"i i ' NHL JERSEY $64.95 by Starter Same Air-Knit 

= ; . : nN umnbérs, Below tsa Neling of p Biers 0 material used by NHL teams. Home and Away jerseys 
RSEY by Champion, Starter $54.95 Fabrics usee MAME INCLUDED ON BACK araslable inal teams. M, L, XL (XXL add 4,95) 

are the same mesh and plai fons worn in the NFL. Below 

4 listing of popular player nui $ ‘ock OR YOU MAY Bullets 

CHOOSE THE NUMBER OF Y r 

Hot included, M, L, XL (XXL add $6 eee, RK Sun 7 

Any name sewn on back up to 10 letters add $19.95 wa 1 ime ans ‘| Huggets 1 Abdul-Raut 


‘¥ Rookie or Free Agent, current number available Robenson 
Raiders YS Hoste 4.4, Hatha Heat 33 Mourning s 34 Rider 
qane 8 rf “4 Paras’ sc x ALL LEATHER NFL CAP ONLY $29.95 BEST PRICE GUARANTEE Spurs 50 Robinson Kings Edney 


Raiders 26 Kaufman Packers 92 White Remember the $50.00 leather hat {rom a tew years ago? Now you can Spurs Rodman Kings Richmond 


: Spurs Hliot Kings 4 Willamson 
r Nanhate 5 afford ane. Genuine leather, adjustable, made in USA. All 30 NFL teams 9s ween 
Raiders C ckto 5 4 Farve 3 Hornets Bogues Pacers Miller 


Hornets 2 Johnson Hawks 2 Augmon NEW FOR 1996 


2 Mashburn 


setae an Steelers 5 t NV bie. Also avai white. 


Pe es bd oe MINI GOALIE MASK by Riddell 24 95 Authentic 
apie Moh version of a hockey goalies mask approx. 6° in height 
1 Rodman i Team colors with logos, and full ‘pasting inside 
32 Johinson All NHL teams in stock 
8 s 9 Van Exe $s 22 Dresiet 

Broncos rt 32 Allen “s 23 Ceballos : 5 Horr 4 
Broncos 27 Atwater Shia 29 Hill SPIKE CAP by Logo Athletic $17.95 New 1996 sideline cap akes 25 Jones Sixers 35 Weatherspoan 
Bills ls vant 0¢ worn oy all your favorite NFL players during the game. This hat replaces the c 25 Anderson Sixers 4 house 
Bills 788 Smil h Ay paintbrush ar_ All NFL teams, adjustable, wool Mi Hardaway Bucks 13 Robinson 
Bills 95 6. Paup Lions 8, Sanders Mago 32 O'Neal Bucks Respert BUY JERSEY 
Bills 83 Reed Lions 49S, Mitchell Nets 31 O'Bannon Pistons 1 AND SHORTS 
Bills 24 Thomas Lion 0 F Warriors 15 " Grizzlies 5 : PAY 
Dolphins 13 Maring chargers 55S Sonics Ker Raptors 20 Stouda $73.95 FOR BOTH 

s —-25C. Garner Chargers 12 Mies A \ Sonics f Clippers 3 


R Peete Patriots 11.8 Bullets 5 Chippers 35 Vau Lhompicr 
ers Pal 87 Coa Bullets 2 e 


Brone vis Cinets 19 Montana 
Broncos 7 Shue 13 Bor 


* ROOKIE CURRENT NUMBER AVAILABLE. acs 
NFL SHADOW STITCH by Sports Specialties $19. waiag NFL Proline cap NBA REPLICA SHORTS $37.95 By Champion 
McElroy wall be worn by many NFL stars on the sidelines. All NFL teams, adjustable. wool Available in team and secondary colors 
96 Simmons § (26-28), M (30-32), L (34-36), XL (36-38) for 
59 Joyner teams listed below. Hornets. Bults, Mi Nuggets 
nell a 84 J. Galb Warriors, Rockets, Pacers, Heat, Bucks, Knicks. 
nt 5 J. Gal ; THE PRO by Starter Warrior Rocket: acer ea fl " 


80 Conwa ahawks 96 Kenne Magic, Suns, Spurs, Sonics, Lakers 
Bears 12E K e Seahawks oe $114.95 AUTHENTIC NFL Magic, Suns, Spurs, So tal 
Bears 31 Salaam Seahawks PROLINE New sxteline jacket 
Bears 21D, Woaltor Bucs 12 Diller for 1996, Taslan myon, {ull 2p 
Bears 97 ZoKch , 32 Rhett detachable hood. Authentic 
Gants “ais «8 Blake sleeve stripes, team logo on 
Giants ’ back. heavyweight lining, All 
Cuants sarate 340i dana Corte : "} NFL teams 
Vikings 0 1 AMS 90 Gilbert 
Vikings ns % © Kennison 
Vikings : L s 
Vikings t Ravens 33 Hoa 
Faleons 2 R s 12 Testaverde 
Falcons 1 George Ravens 80 Risor NFL PROLINE COACHES SHIRT $42.95 by Starter and Logo Athletic 
848. Jones Oiler 33 Brown Features white body with team color stnping on sleeves. Team name embroidered S$. MINI RIDDELL HELMET $24.95 
80 Rice Oilers # E George on left chest. Same shirt worn on the sidelines, 100% cotton sizes M, L, XL BEST PRICE GUARANTEE Miniature version ot 
94D Stubbielield Oilers 9 McNair Sa full size helmet approx, 5 inches high. Fully padded 
8 Young Saints 17 Everett ee P inside. 30 NFL teams and over 60 colleges. 
$ 21 Allen a! ue { le ‘on COLLEGE AUTHENTIC HELMET CALL FOR COLLEGES NOT LISTED. 
Saints 81 Haynes : ) \ by Riddell $189.95 Just toe the NFL 
Saints 24 M. Bates f ! r 5 y Proline Helmet, tully padded. Teams 
83J.J, Stokes ajuars call tor players ' , % avail, Alabama, Auburn, BYU, Clemson, 
28 Fautk Panthers 12K C - Cotorado. Florida, Fla. St.. Georgia 
51 Alberts Panthers call tor others C ; ’ iMlinois, towa, Miami, Mechigan, Mich 
55 Coryatt Browns any number NETIC KIN braska, N'western 


IF YOU ARE CHOOSING YOUR OWN NUMBER OR HAVING A : Ohio St. Okla, F n St Pitt Tenn 
NAME SEWN ON BACK IT 1S A CUSTOM ITEM, SORRY NO Texas, TA&M, UCLA, USC. Wash. 
RETURNS. NFL PROLINE T-SHIRT by Russell $14.95 SWEATSHIRT $25.95 NEW FOR 1996 

Gray beawsig 100% cotton, all NFL teams. Sizes M, L. XL (2X ad $2.00) 

NFL PROLINE SPIKE T-SHIRT by Logo Athletic $14.95 


Ncolor, heavyweight, 100% cotton, alt NFL teams. Sizes M. L. XL. 


T. PENNANT $3.95 g¢, all NBA, NFL. MLB. and NHL teams. Buy 
COLLISION CAP by Starter $18.95 NFL PROLINE This new i \e 10.0F more pennants $2.95 ¢ wand is hehe pce 
broeine cop Seahutes Tebsa Ip with shattered ofa Te ] _ CHROME FRAME $7.95 College, al NBA, NFL teams Approx. 1 Kchigh. 5 poh 
logo in raised stitching on n lt . All NFL. colleges, NBA, NHL, MLB. teams available 


" PHONE ORDERS: PLEASE READ INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE ORDERING 
NFL PROLINE HELMET $189.95 by Riddell When ordering by phone, please till in order form completely and have following information: product name 


BEST PRICE GUARANTEE Same helmet worn by NFL players or letter, team name, and your size. It ring abo ‘ ye hse 
; * U me, your size. If you are mquiring about a previously placed order or product imtormation. 
HELMET PHONE $247.95 by Nardi Autnentic Riddell helmet on you riwst call customer service at (714) 722-1214 10am—4om M-F Pacific time, Ipm-7pm EST 
oak base All NFL and mayor colleges, osy mj @ Toll free operators have no product information or status of previousty placed orders. 
NEW PRODUCT CREDIT CARD ORDERS ONLY call (800) 243-7878 Mon-Fri 10am~4pm Pacific time, 1pm-7pm EST 
Sat and Sun 11am-5Spm Pacific Time, 2om-8pm EST. Sorry, Customer Service ts closed or weekends, 
NFL FITTED CAP RETAIL $21.95 OUR PRICE $15.95 12" x17" STATIC CLING DECALS MINIMUM CREDIT CARD ORDER S $20.00 


BEST PRICE GUARANTEE Mave by Starter and New Era AVERAGE OF 10 DECALS PER SHEET. OHI ATE MAIL ORDERS: Please print and fill in order form completely. Credit card orders must include phone 


team logo on front, Jags, Panthers not ava All other 28 NFL teams number. Please include 2nd choice whenever possible. Specity size, use Hem letter of team name it ordering 


n Stock, Sizes available 6 34,6 7/8, 7,7 8,714,738, 7172 SEE OTHER PAGE FOR TEAMS $5.95. pro ilems, We accept credit c m ders, p che All Canadian APO. FPO & Foreign orders 
must send a money order in U.S. tunds only, 


Make check payable to: SPORTS FAN PARADISE P.0. BOX 10339 DEPT. LCF96 COSTA MESA, CA 92627 
SCHOOL-TEAM 2nd CHOICE 


PLEASE SEND ME YOUR 1996 FALL/WINTER CATALOG. | AM ENCLOSING $2.00. 


SUBTOTAL 
Ca residents add 7 
Postage & Hanging, ] 
STATE Alaska, Hawaii Your Order Add 
WORK PR. Canada, $9 or under $2.95 
DOUBLE POSTAGE $9.01-17,00 $3.95 


PHONE( 
Foreign orders $17.01-37.00 $4.95 


ame CO ee line, ee 


éxp.oatel | | oe re $100.01-149,00 $9.95 
0, COLLEGEOPOLY GAME $29.95 OVER 60 COLLEGES AVAILABLE. Without a doubt the most aca ‘ to post/hand over$149.00 $11.95 
unique game ever created about college. Over 60 college campuses were visited 10 design a unique game : 
each. Each gameboard consists of campus properties and area businesses that may be bought or traded Post/Hland 
A true collectable and perfect gift for the college student or alumnus. Card Holder's Signature = TOTAL 


DEFENSIVE BACKS * xx *%* xx 


In sports, one’s reputation is at times as meaningful as reality. 
One position that lends to notable reputation is defensive 


back. One player who enters the season with a growing repu- 
tation is Arizona State safety Mitchell Freedman. 


Freedman was a notable force at times in ‘95, although 


as a redshirt freshman he understandably lacked consis- 
tency. This season, however, “Fright Night” Freedman will 


OREGON CORNERBACK KENNY WHEATON 


have a big role in 
determining 
whether Arizona 
State gets toa 
bowl game for the 
first time in nearly a 
decade. It looks to 
us like a year in 
which both Freed- 
man and the Sun 
Devils evolve from 
mere growing rep- 
utations to big- 
time reps. 
Alabama's 
Kevin Jackson, 
Florida’s Lawrence 
Wright, DeMontie 
Cross (Missouri), 
Jason Parker (Ten- 
nessee) and Corey 
Johnson (Georgia) 
also strike fear in 
those instructed to 
tread on their turf. 
At the corners, 


PHOTO BY ALLEN KEE/BOB ROSATK tT PHOTOGRAP 


Oregon’s Kenny Wheaton, Kansas State’s Chris Canty and 
Texas’ Bryant Westbrook have the reputation as guys against 
whom you probably aren't going to get open. 


TOP SAFETIES * % % KKK IK IKK KK I 


RANK NAME COLLEGE Yr. Hr. Wr. 
1. Chris Carter Texas Sr. 6-1 200 
2. Kevin Jackson Alabama Sr. 6-2 200 
3. Lawrence Wright Florida Si SGA 2209 
4. Mike Minter Nebraska Sr. 5-10 190 
5. Torrian Gray Virginia Tech Sr. 6-0 200° 
6. Mitchell Freedman Arizona State So. 60 192_ 
7. Jason Parker Tennessee Sr. 6-0 188 
8. DeMontie Cross Missouri Sr. 64 209 
9. Clarence Thompson — Michigan Sr 61 198 

10. Corey Johnson Georgia Sr. 5-11 190 
11. Donovin Darius Syracuse Jr 6-1 204 
12. Mario Smith Kansas State Sr. 60 190 
13. Harold Lusk Utah Sr 60 202 
14. Martavius Houston Auburn So. 60 214 
15. Kenny Harris North Carolina State Sr. 62 193 
16. Daryl Porter Boston College Site 75-9 V 189 
17. Marc Williams Oregon State Sr 59 173 
18. Omar Brown North Carolina Jr. 5-10 192 
19. Brian Kelly Southern California Jr 61_—«190 
20. Rodney Heath Minnesota Sr. 5-10 170 
21. Kim Herring Penn State Sr. 6-0 196 
22, Robert Hammond Florida State Jr 6-3 195 
23. Ben Washington South Carolina Jr 5-11-1195 
24. Shaun Williams UCLA Jr. 6-1 202 
25. Ray Austin Tennessee Sr. 511 181 


EMERGING STARS *OR ROK IO IO 


1. RW. McQuarters Oklahoma State So. 5-11 185 
2. Marcus Washington Colorado So. 62 210 
3. Antwan Edwards Clemson So. 6-1 210 
4. Derrick Gardner California So. 60 180 
5. Shad Criss Missouri Jr. 5-10 (173 


Top TEAMS * % 1K I I 


Top CORNERBACKS 
RANK NAME COLLEGE Yr. Hr. Wr. 1. Kansas State — Mario Smith (Sr.), Chris Canty (Jr.), Joe Gordon (Sr.), Monty 
1. Ronde Barber Virginia Jr. 510 180 Spiller (Jr.), David Conley (So.), Clyde Johnson (Sr.) — Call ‘em the "PBU” 
2. Daylon McCutcheon Southern California So. 511 175 boys, as in pass broken up. 
3. Chris Canty Kansas State Jr 5-10 190 2. Florida — Fred Weary (Jr.), Anthone Lott (Sr.), Lawrence Wright (Sr.), Shea 
4. Anthone Lott Florida Sr. 5-9 192 Showers (Sr.), Teako Brown (So.), Mike Harris (Jr.), Demetric Jackson (Sr.) — 
5. Kenny Wheaton Oregon Jn 5-9 182 Forget their missed tackles on Jan. 2... these guys can play. 
6. Shawn Springs Ohio State RB] eo © so} 3. Alabama — Deshea Townsend (Jr.), Femando Bryant (So.), Kevin Jackson 
7. Bryant Westbrook Texas Sr. 60 195 (Sr.), Cedric Samuel (Sr.) — Veteran group; 19 interceptions in ‘95. 
8. Michael Booker Nebraska Sr. 6-2 205 4. Texas — Bryant Westbrook (Sr.), Taje Allen (Sr.), Chris Carter (Sr.), Trey 
9. Deshea Townsend Alabama Jr. «65-10 170 Thomas (Sr.), Tony Holmes (So.), Robert Crenshaw (Sr.), Cody Danaher (Sr.) 
10. Kelly Malveaux Arizona Jr. = =59 176 — Carter big-play artist, Westbrook consummate cover comer. 
11. Charles Woodson Michigan so. 61 192 5. West Virginia — Mike Logan (Sr.), Charles Emanuel (Sr.), Vann Washington 
12. Brian Miller Penn State Sr. 59 186 (Sr.), Charles Fisher (Jr.), Jamie Brown (Sr.), Kerry Siverand (Sr.) — Logan has 
13. Rod Thomas Southern Miss Sr. 6-2 189 pro scouts fired up; safeties are big-time, too. 
14, Joe Gordon Kansas State Sr. 59 180 6. Michigan — Charles Woodson (So.), Clarence Thompson (Sr.), Steve King 
15. Derek Jones Mississippi Sr 5-9 170 (Sr.), Woody Hankins (Sr.), Chuck Winters (Sr.) — Lots of experience retums. 
16. Sean Andrews Navy Jr. 5-10 176 ~ 7. Southern California — Daylon McCutcheon (So.), Brian Kelly (Jr.), Quincy 
17. Kevin Abrams Syracuse Sr. 5-8 158 Harrison (Jr.), Grant Pearsall (Jr.), Rashard Cook (So.) — Kelly moving to 
18. Carlos Jones Miami So SBT. 1178 safety makes this unit all the more tuned. 
19, Dexter McCleon Clemson Sr. 5-10 196 8. Arizona — Kelly Malveaux (Jr.), Rashee Johnson (Sr.), Mikal Smith (So.), 
20. Donovan Greer Texas A&M Sr. 5-10 178 Chuck Rich (Jr.), Rafell Jones (So.) — Foes completed only 47 percent. 
21. Hudhaifa Ismaeli Northwestern Sr. 5-11 202 9. Syracuse — Donovin Darius (Jr.), Kevin Abrams (Sr.), Rod Gadson (Jr.), Phil 
22. Mike Logan West Virginia Sr. 6-1 200 Nash (So.), Keith Bulluck (RS-Fr.), Anthony Walker (Sr.) — Abrams and Gaa- 
23. A.J. Johnson Maryland Sr. 5-10 170 son broke up a combined 30 passes last year. 
24. Jason Simmons Arizona State Sr. 5-10 175 10. lowa — Plez Atkins (Jr.), Damien Robinson (Sr.), Tom Knight (Sr.), Kerry Cooks 
25. Nathan Perryman Georgia Tech Sr. 59 191 (Jr.), Billy Coats (Sr.) — Almost everybody is back from an improving group. 
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ALL-PURPOSE ***** 4 OO 


Usually when we talk about all-purpose guys, we're talking 
about somebody who plays one position and returns kickoffs 
or punts. That in itself illustrates that the guy is unusually versa- 
tile and talented. 

But in Hines Ward’s case, he’s truly THE all-purpose guy. 
Need a halfback, slotback, wideout, quarterback, kick 
returner? Southern Cal’s Daylon McCutcheon is slated to play 
some third-down running back/receiver, but since he’s an All- 
American cornerback, we decided to leave him on that list. 

Kenyatta Watson, Rahsaan Vanterpoo!l and Ta’ Boris Fisher 
are excellent receivers, but even more valuable because of 
their versatility. 


Top ALL-PURPOSE PLAYERS KX KKkKKKKK 


RANK NAME COLLEGE Ye. Hr Wr. 
1. Hines Ward (tb/wr/qb) Georgia Jr. 6-1 ~=«(194 
2. Kenyatta Watson (wr) Boston College Sr. 5-10 180 
_ 3. Derrick Mason (wr) Michigan State Sr. 5-11 190 
_ 4. Kalief Muhammad (wr) Baylor Re HO OOS T75 
_5. Damon Benning (ro) Nebraska _ Sr. 5-11 210 
_ 6. _Antwuan Wyatt (wn Clemson St. 5-11_:197 
7. Rahsaan Vanterpool (wr) West Virginia Sr. 5-11 185 
8. Nail Benjamin (wn California Sr. 5-11 185 
_9. Dee Feaster (ro) Florida State So. 5-9 175 
10. Emmett Mosley (wr) Notre Dame Sr 5-8 184 
1. Rock Preston (ro) Florida State ik 5-908 163_ 
12, Robert Tate (wn Cincinnati Sr. 5-10 190 
13. Abu Wilson (rb) _ Utah State SSI 07 
14, _ Jim McElroy (wn UCLA Jr. 5-10 190 
15. James Dye (wn) Brigham Young _ ‘Sr. 5-9 150 
16. Chris Miller (wr) ~ Souther California Sirsa N75 
17. Ta’Boris Fisher (wr) Mississippi Sr. 5-8 170 
18. Kio Sanford (wr) Kentucky Jr = 511-169 
19. Dimitrious Stanley (wr) Ohio State Sr. 5-10 181 
20. Damon Dunn (wr) Stanford Jr. 5-10 175 


TOP KICKERS KKK KKK KK II KAI 


RANK NAME COLLEGE Yr. Hr Wr. 
1. Rafael Garcia Virginia Sr. 5-11 195 
_2, Michael Reeder Texas Christian J 60 162 
_ 3. Remy Hamilton _ Michigan Sr. 60 193. 
4. Phil Dawson Texas J 511-187 
_ 5. Jeremy Alexander Oklahoma — ar 5105 186 
6. BrettConway Penn State Sr. 62 188 
_7. Dan Pulsipher Utah S. 61 175 
8. _ Eric Richards Cincinnati Jr 5-8 160 
9. Jeff Hall Tennessee So. 60 182 
10. Cory Wedel Wyoming Jn 5-9 85 


TOP PUNTERS % KKK KKK II HK HK I I I He 


RANK NAME COLLEGE Ye Hr Wr. 
1. Brad Maynard Ball State Sr. 6-1 176 
2. Will Brice _ Virginia Sr. 6-5 204 
_ 3. Nick Gallery lowe = Sr 6-4 239 
4, Chad Kessler Louisiana State 61 (197 
5. Sean Liss Florida State Sr. 6-4 210° 
_6. Tucker Phillips _ Ree G2 210 
7, SeanReali Syracuse Sr. 5-10 192 
8. Bill Marinagel Vanderbilt . Sr 6-2 215 
_9, Mare Harris _ lowa State - Sr. 5-11 202 
10. Chris Sailer UCAS So. 5-10 188 
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co mM PUTER 


COLLEGE 


FOOTBALL 


IBM - PC 


THE MOST REALISTIC STRATEGY/SIMULATION 
COMPUTER GAMES ON THE MARKET TODAY! 


Didn’t like the way last season went? 

Would you like to take on Nebraska and Florida again? 
Or, how about ‘92 Alabama against ‘62 Alabama or ‘72 
USC or even ‘24 Notre Dame with the “Four Horsemen”. 
Well...with 3 in 1 Football you can do just that and 


much, much more! 


With 3 in 1 Football you can play any of OVER 800 total 
teams. Both College & Pro. Virtually every one of the 
I-A and I-AA teams from 1995 are included 
as well as the Pro teams from last year. The WFL, WLAF 
and USFL teams are also available. Many, many of the 
greatest College and Pro teams of all time are there, too. 
‘63 Navy, ‘67 USC, ‘71 Oklahoma, ‘45 Army 
and the list goes on and on. 


3 in 1 plays head to head, you vs. computer or computer 
vs. computer. It has an end of game scoring summary, full 
team and individual player stat breakdowns. Stats 
compiler, Standings and League Leaders, you can draft, 
trade or input your own players and teams from scratch. 


As you coach your favorite team to victory you'll be 
amazed at how realistic your QB’s, running backs, 
receivers and kickers perform! 


An extensive auto-scheduler is also included. The entire 
1995 college or Pro schedules can be played by hitting a 
few keystrokes. And if over 800 college and Pro teams 
still isn’t enough, there are many past seasons available. 


ADDITIONAL COLLEGE SEASONS DISKS 
1956-69, 71, 74, 77, 78, 79, 80, 83-94 
Pick any 5 seasons for $39.95 


ORDER TODAY! 
Mail check or money order for $39.95 each. 
You may call in and order with VISA or Master Card. 
Please add $4.00 for shipping and handling. 


For more information, call or write for a free brochure. 


1-800-477-7032 


’ Ai 
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P.O. BOX 100594 * NASHVILLE, TN 37224 


Top RETURNING PLAYERS 


RUSHING PASS RECEIVING 

Name, SCHOOL G Car Yarps Avc TD Yps/G Name, SCHOOL Games REC Yos TD Rec/G 
Troy Davis, lowa State II 345 2010 5.8 15 182.7 | Chad Mackey, Louisiana Tech 1] 90 1255 : 

| Wasean Tait, Toledo Ti 53572 THOS 5:3°C 20" 173229 | Will Blackwell, San Diego State 1] 86 1207 8 7.8 

| George Jones, San Diego State 12 305 1842 6.0 23 153.4 Marcus Harris, Wyoming 1] 78° 142 Va 
Darnell Autry, Northwestern I) S55 M1675" 2457 NAM S2:3" | Brandon Stokley, SW Louisiana 11 75 1121 9 6.8 
Charles Talley, Northern Illinois 11 285 1540 5.4 7 140.0 | Andre Cooper, Florida State 1] 7 1002 +15 6.5 
Abu Wilson, Utah State 112759 VA76 5A 1S i t34:2 Joey Kent, Tennessee 1] 69 1055 9 6.3 
Jay Graham, Tennessee WA272). a) A38> 25:39 129 190:7 E.G. Green, Florida State 11 60 1007. +10 5.5 
David Thompson, Oklahoma State 12 256 1509 59 8 125.8 | Zola Davis, South Carolina 11 58 911 9 5.3 
Byron Hanspard, Texas Tech WES2489 13974 SST. 249% | Ryan Thelwell, Minnesota 11 58 775 6 53 
Sedrick Shaw, lowa UUA295en 1342 5 5 A 1220 Willie Gosha, Auburn 1] 58 668 0 5.3 

INTERCEPTIONS TOTAL OFFENSE 

Name, SCHOOL Games Int Yos_ TD_ Int/G Name, SCHOOL Games RusH Pass Totat Yps/G 
Chris Canty, Kansas State 11 8 117 2 OF «il Steve Sarkisian, BYU 11 -167 3437 3270 297.3 

| Sean Andrews, Navy 11 8 30-0 20, Charlie Batch, Eastern Michigan 1 52 3177 3229 293.6 
Sam Madison, Louisville 11 ¥ 136 0 0.6 Danny Wuerffel, Florida 1. -141 3266: 3125 284.1 
Plez Atkins, lowa 10 6 Of, 22 206 Billy Blanton, San Diego State 2 24 3300 3324 277.0 | 

| Harold Lusk, Utah 10 6 40 0 0.6 Tony Graziani, Oregon 10 238 2491 2729 272.9 
Kevin Abrams, Syracuse 10 6 13 0 046 Peyton Manning, Tennessee 1] 6 2954 2960 269.1 
Emmanuel McDaniel, East Carolina 11 6 111 1 0.6 Marcus Crandell, East Carolina 1] 201 2751 2952 268.4 

| Sam Garnes, Cincinnati 11 6 101 0 0.6 Raymond Philyaw, NE Louisiana 0 43 2627 2584 258.4 

| Jeremy Bunch, Tulsa 1] 6 676 ] 0.6 Josh Wallwork, Wyoming 10 181 2363 2544 254.4 
James Crockett, Louisiana Tech 1] 6 61 0 0.6 Jake Delhomme, SW Lovisiana 1] 8 2761 2769 251.7 | 

FIELD GOALS PUNTING 

Name, SCHOOL Games FGA FG Pct’ FG/G NAME, SCHOOL Games 

| Michael Reeder, TCU 1] 25 237 892.0" 42:1 Brad Maynard, Ball State 1] 66 3071 46.5 
Rafael Garcia, Virginia 12 27 20 = 74.1 1 Chad Kessler, LSU 1] 47 2072 44.] 
Dan Pulsipher, Utah 11 22 iW” FES 1.6 Sean Liss, Florida State 1] 49 2153 44.0 
Eric Richards, Cincinnati 1] 24 TO?" 66:79 1S Tucker Phillips, Rice 1] 57 2487 43.6 | 

| Brett Conway, Penn State 1] 24 16> 66.7 “15 | Sean Reali, Syracuse 1] 40 1725 43.1 | 

| Jeff Hall, Tennessee if 25 S162 ©6410) 15 Noel Prefontaine, San Diego State 12 52 2235 43.0 
Remy Hamilton, Michigan 12 25). Av 680 1.4 Nate Cochran, Pittsburgh 1] 7 3047 42.9 

| Josh Smith, Oregon 10 21 A 266779 ae | | Ty Grude, Toledo 1] 46 1969 42.8 | 

| Jeremy Alexander, Oklahoma 11 [OA F855 FS Bill Marinangel, Vanderbilt 1 70 2986 42.7 
Cory Wedel, Wyoming 11 14 ey /Z7.86 IS Chris Sailer, UCLA 1] 55 2319 42.2 


PASSING 
PASSING Games Art Comp Int Pct Ybs TD RATING 


| Danny Wuerffel, Florida 


Donovan McNabb, Syracuse 1] 207 

Jim Arellanes, Fresno State 9 172 102 6 59.3 1539 13 152.4 
| Donald Sellers, New Mexico 10 195 121 3 62.1 1693 11 150.5 
| Steve Sarkisian, BYU 1] 385 250 14 65.0 3437 20 149.8 
Josh Wallwork, Wyoming 10 271 163 13 60.2 2363 21 149.4 
Peyton Manning, Tennessee 1] 380 244 4 64.2 2954 22 146.5 
| Billy Blanton, San Diego State 12 389 243 14 62.5 3300 23 146.0 
| John Hesler, Colorado 11 266 154 9 57.9 2136 20 143.4 


Ron Powlus, Notre Dame 10 217 124 7 57.1 1853 12 140.7 
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Come Taste The Steak 
So Extraordinary 
It Deserves Sp N ames: 


A NY STEAK worthy of two names flown in daily. And a variety of fresh 
has to be good. Better than good. Extra- vegetable dishes, such as broccoli au 
ordinary. And Ruth’s Chris knows that gratin and creamed spinach. Eight 
extraordinary steak starts with kinds of potatoes. Hearty green 
extraordinary beef. salads with homemade dressings, 
Magnificent Midwestern beef, corn-fed, _ and irresistible desserts. 
custom-aged and richly marbled. Never USA Today calls Ruth’s Chris “one 
frozen. It’s broiled to tender perfection, of the U.S.A.’s prime spots.” And, the 
then rushed to your table, sizzling. Robb Report named Ruth’s Chris one 
Ruth’s Chris serves mouth-watering of the world’s top ten restaurants. 
seafood, like Maine’s largest lobsters, Come discover why. 
"CHI Hee is 
a 2H HOUSE 
Home of Serious Steaks 


Just off the Red Mountain Expressway 
at the Embassy Suites 
2300 Woodcrest Place 
Birmingham 


Open Seven Days A Week (205) 879-9995 Private Party Facilities Available 


© Copyright 1992 RCSH All Rights Reserved 
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or three seasons, Alabama fans have loved him — and what was not to 
love? Freddie Kitchens was big (6-2), bigger (245 pounds), with a can- 
non for an arm and a swagger on the field. 

One thing you could always count on when Kitchens got into a 
game: the ball was going long — 77 yards for a touchdown in the 
first game of his college career against Southern Miss two years ago, 
when the freshman walked to the line of scrimmage and changed the 
play to go deep to Toderick Malone. His average yards per comple- 
tion that year was 26.8 yards. 

The thrills continued last year, even as he was the backup to Brian 
Burgdorf. Kitchens completed 63 of 127 passes for 811 yards for the 
season, but what excited Alabama fans was how Kitchens walked into 
Auburn's Jordan-Hare Stadium, had an awful day (completing just 19 
of 43 passes), but still threw for 302 yards and came within the width 
of the white stripe that runs down the back of the end zone of guiding 
the Tide to a come-from-behind victory over the Tigers, instead of a 
31-27 loss. So why were Alabama fans buzzing about Warren Foust 
this spring? Why wasn’t Kitchens clearly the starter when spring prac- 
tice ended? What had gone wrong between November and April? 
Simple. Kitchens had gone from the most-popular position on the 
team — backup quarterback — to the most criticized, that of starting 
quarterback. 

“The reason the backup quarterback is so popular is directly related 
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Bama Fever 


“The Alabama Store’ 


Caps @ SWEATS # TAGS # COOLERS 


T-SHIRTS STARTING AT $9.99 
“Get Ready tor Bama Football?’”’’ 


Located at the Riverchase Galleria 
on the second level (near the Wynfrey Hotel) 


to the success of the starter,” said 
Kitchens, reciting a formula all quarter- 
backs learn early in life. 

“If the starter is doing the job, the fans 
don’t complain. Still, | know I like it better as 
the starter than the backup. The expecta- 
tions are high, but if I do the job ...” 

Everyone knows the rest of that sen- 
tence without Kitchens’ having to finish it. 
If he does the job, Kitchens can own the 
state. If not, if he even gets off to the 
rockiest of starts, the name of redshirt 
sophomore Foust will be all over the call- 
in shows the way Kitchens’ was last year, 
and Brian Burgdorf’s was when he backed 
up Jay Barker. The question is, can 
Kitchens do the job? 

“Freddie has experience, ” said Tide 
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Clean Your Gutters 
As If Your Life 
Depended On It. 


In just seconds, electricity with lower voltage than the average power line did this to a 
ladder. In less than 1 second it could run through your body and stop your heart cold. 
That's how almost 300 people a year die at home. So don’t take chances. If work 
around the house puts you anywhere near a power line, plan for safety first. Call the 
Energy Experts at your local Alabama Power Company. It could save your life. 


Alabama Power a 


The energy to make Alabama better. 


WHITE INDUSTRIES, INC 


“Just the Fax” 


FAX MACHINES 
LASER PRINTERS 


Well Sell, Service & Supply 


ALL BRANDS 


Jefferson Shelby Co. Area (205) 987-9595 + Nationwide 1-800-239-5991 


head coach Gene Stallings. “But you have to remember that most 
of the time when we put Freddie in a game, we were in trouble. 
Usually we're trying to catch up, and so he hasn't had just a 
whole lot of experience running the game plan. 

“But he did start at the end of last year, and he has been in a 
game. The team probably feels more comfortable with him. He’s 
played. He’s competed. That puts Freddie a little ahead.” 

It also puts the pressure squarely on him to get the offense 
off to a faster start. A year ago, the Tide offense ranked 10th in 
the conference in total offense, seventh in scoring offense, eighth 
in rushing offense, and ninth in passing offense. Burgdorf and 
Kitchens combined to complete 160 of 291 passes (55 percent) 
for 2,060 yards and 12 touchdowns. They also had 13 intercep- 
tions and took 39 sacks. 

Kitchens’ numbers for the season were: 63 of 127, 49.6 per- 
cent, for 811 yards, three touchdowns and five interceptions. 

But he did end up the season as the starter in a victory over 
Mississippi State before the season-ending loss to Auburn. 

Of the two, there is no question which game taught Kitchens 
the most about being a quarterback, though. 

“The Auburn game made me grow up,” said Kitchens. “It 
made me feel more comfortable as a quarterback. No matter 
what the situation is now, I’ve had that experience, and | think | 
experienced every emotion and feeling possible in that one game. 
It definitely made me a better quarterback.” 

Kitchens has always had the physical attributes. At 6-2 and 
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245 pounds, he’s more than sirong enough to stand in the pocket 
and shake off would-be sackers until he sees a seam in the cover- 
age and fires one of his bullet passes down field to a receiver. 

Of course, sometimes he doesn’t see the defensive back lay- 
ing in wait, as his five interceptions to three touchdown ratio of a 
year ago indicates. But a large part of spring practice was spent 
working on recognizing when to throw and when to say “No.” 

“Having the kind of arm I have, a lot of times I try to do 
things, take chances | don’t need to take.” Kitchens said. “I feel 
I've gotten better about knowing when to force it and when not to. 

“T hope I’m smarter in my knowledge of the game. That’s 
been the weakest part of me as a quarterback, my knowledge of 
the (defensive) secondary. That's what I’m working on the hardest 
to improve.” 

Stallings sees that improvement. “Freddie’s doing a better job 
of reading defenses and getting the ball to the right receivers,” 
the Bama head coach said. “He’s just got to make better deci- 
sions. We can’t have as many interceptions as we've had.” 

What concerns Stallings the most is Kitchens’ weight. He’d 
like to see the 245-pound Kitchens down around 220 pounds, 
but so far, it hasn't happened. 

“I’m going to work on that over the summer,” Kitchens said. 

The summer has been a rough time for Kitchens. Last year, on 
the eve of fall practice, Kitchens was arrested for being disorderly 
at a nightspot in Jacksonville. The arrest resulted in Stallings sus- 
pending Kitchens for the first two games of the season, essentially 
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handing the starting job over to Burgdorf. 

“Last year brought me down to earth,” 
Kitchens said. “I was riding high after A- 
Day (a 12 of 20 performance for 230 
yards), then that happened ... It reminds 
you that you are not invincible, that you are 
living in a fishbowl, that you can’t do any- 
thing like that again. 

“I got a speeding ticket the other day, 
and Coach Stallings wasn’t too happy 
about that. I know I have to be careful. 
Part of being the starter means being 
accountable to your coaches, your team- 
mates, your fans. 

“I've got to be a leader off the field,” 
Kitchens said. “I know I can’t go out and 
get arrested. I’ve got to take more respon- 
sibility for myself. Other people are 
depending on me to be there every day. 

“And if I go and get arrested, every- 
thing is down the tubes and I’ve put the 
power to make the decision (about who 
plays) into someone else’s hands.” 

Kitchens believes this time, the job is 
his to lose. Stallings, however, says that 
the competition is still going on between 
Kitchens and Foust, with Lance Tucker still 
figuring in the mix somewhere. 

“| wanted somebody to come up and 
claim the quarterback job, make it a clear- 
cut decision,” Stallings said. “But it hasn’t 
happened. Both quarterbacks made plays 
this spring. But both made foolish mis- 
takes, too — throwing interceptions for 
touchdowns, trying to make big plays out 
of impossible situations.” 

On top of everything, Kitchens was 
bothered in the spring by a sore shoulder 
that could require arthroscopic surgery 
before fall. 

“Freddie has pushed himself,” said Tide 
assistant Woody McCorvey, who took over 
as offensive coordinator and quarterback 
coach this spring. “If he thought he had it 
made, he might have taken time off to let 
his shoulder get well. But the competition at 
the position has been good, and Freddie 
knows he’s got to be there to maintain the 
edge his experience gives him.” 

Kitchens wants to be the starter this 
fall. He wants to go into not just the game, 
but the season with the score at 0-0, with 
the ball in his hands, and Foust on the 
sideline, charting plays. 

Let the fans talk all they want about 
Foust. Kitchens knows how fans are. He’s 
heard them talk the same way about him- 
self. Kitchens is big enough to handle it. 
After all, that’s what the fans loved about 
him in the first place. 

— Ray Melick 
Birmingham Post-Herald 
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remembers the scene vividly. The Craig family — like 

almost every other family between the Gulf of Mexico and 
the Tennessee line — was spread out in front of the television. 
Every eye in their Prichard home, just north of Mobile, was 
intensely focused on the tube. 

About 265 miles north, more than 75,000 fans were 
crammed into Legion Field on the biggest day in state sports in 
1986. Auburn was playing Alabama in the football season finale. 
It was late in the fourth quarter and favored Auburn trailed the 
Crimson Tide. Junior quarterback Jeff Burger had driven the 
Tigers near the Bama goal, but time was slipping away. 


K= though a decade has passed, Dameyune Craig still 


“Everybody else in my house was for Alabama,” Craig recalls. 


“T was just in the sixth grade and | had never even played in a 
football game, much less been a quarterback. It was the first 
Auburn-Alabama game I had ever seen. But, I remember imagin- 
ing that it was me leading Auburn down the field that day.” 

When Jeff Burger handed off to wide receiver Lawyer Tillman 
on the now-famous reverse for the winning touchdown, Dameyune 
was the only one screaming approval in the Craig house. 

“My brothers were for Alabama,” he explains. “One of them 
(Frederick) went to school there. Maybe I just wanted to be differ- 
ent. But, to me, it was always Auburn.” 

Now, 10 years later, a grown-up Dameyune Craig will be the 
man under center when Auburn begins its run for the SEC title. 
The young boy’s dream has come true. 

“It shows you that if you have goals and work hard and have 
patience,” he says, “you can accomplish almost anything, no 
matter how ambitious it may seem.” 

Since that late fall day in 1986, the Tigers’ new signal-caller 
has experienced a lot of both hard work and patience. 

As a prep star at Blount High School, Craig guided the team 
to state titles as a sophomore and as a senior. He accounted for 
3,561 total yards and 33 touchdowns in his senior year alone, 
completing an incredible 77 percent of his passes. With a cannon 
arm and sprinter’s feet, he was a can't-miss recruit as the state’s 
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top quarterback. 

“I had watched Coach Bowden's television 
show when he was at Samford and liked his style,” 
Craig recalls. “I liked his reputation for having an 
open offense. When he was named Auburn's coach, 
he was blunt about what he intended to accomplish 
and how he intended to run the program. 

“T had it all figured out. I had watched (Auburn 
quarterback) Stan White on television and | knew | 
wanted to go to Auburn. I was going to follow Stan 
and start for Auburn for the next four years.” 

That’s where patience came into play. His 
freshman year — perfect 11-0 1993 — the red- 
shirted Craig stood on the sidelines as sophomore 
Patrick Nix came in for an injured White and threw 
the dramatic touchdown strike to Frank Sanders, 
leading Auburn to another Jordan-Hare victory 
over Alabama. 

The next two seasons were long on hard work, 
but short on playing time. As Nix’s understudy, 
Craig was primarily relegated to mop-up duty when 
Auburn was ahead, and to bullpen duty on those 
few occasions when Auburn was behind late. It 
wasn’t the script that he had planned. 

“Things didn’t happen like I planned,” he 
admits. “There were times when it was frustrating to 
work hard and not play much. But it taught me 
patience. And you find out who your real friends are 
— the ones that encourage you and support you 
when you're not the starter or the star of the team. 

“Playing behind Stan and Patrick taught me a 
lot. Stan went through so much adversity, but he 
stayed tough and ended on top. And Patrick played 
within his strengths and did whatever it took for us 
to have a chance to win the game. If I can add the 
lessons they taught to my game, our offense will be 
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quarterback coach Jimbo Fisher says, matter of factly. 
“He knows it. The other guys Know it. And he accepts that responsibility.” 
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hard to stop.” 

The responsibility for making Auburn’s offense go rests firmly 
on Craig. 

“Dameyune Craig is the leader of our team,” quarterback 
coach Jimbo Fisher says, matter of factly. “He knows it. The 
other guys know it. And he accepts that responsibility. 

“I think a lot of people are going to be surprised at how valu- 
able Dameyune can be to this team. Because he became a short- 
yardage specialist last season, folks may not realize how talented 
he is. He has a strong arm and good touch. His passing ability 
will allow us to spread the field, and then they have to defend his 
running ability.” 

But Fisher says that Craig’s greatest assets aren't in his arm 
or his feet. 

“His greatest strength is his leadership,” Fisher says, stringing 
off a list of positive attributes. “Willingness to learn. High expec- 
tations of himself. He is his own worst critic and he has such a 
desire to compete.” 

Fisher sees a change from that high school quarterback of 


“I'm happy, Craig admits with a smile. 
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four years ago. 

“Playing behind Stan and Patrick taught him patience and 
maturity,” he says. “Sometimes you have to wait for that guy to 
get open. Sometimes if he’s not open, you have to throw it away 
and wait for next time. And sometimes you run in the open field, 
but don’t try to get more than is there. It’s the little things, the 
smart plays, that make the difference. Dameyune Craig is ready 
to make those plays.” 

It’s not that Craig hasn't had some big plays already. In two 
reserve seasons, he has completed 43 of 69 passes (a sizzling 62 
percent) for 453 yards and five touchdowns. As short-yardage 
quarterback in 1995, Auburn scored 13 touchdowns in his 13 
goal-line situations. He rushed for 122 yards and six scores and 
converted big plays in wins over Georgia and Alabama. 

On only 51 career rushing attempts, he has seven touch- 
downs — an impressive average of one score for every 7.3 car- 
ries, probably the best in Auburn history among players in the 
regular playing rotation. By comparison, former Tiger scoring 
specialist Reggie Ware averaged a touchdown every 10 carries, 
and Bo Jackson, Brent Fullwood, Joe Cribbs and James Brooks 
had averages much higher than that. 

“That's a pretty good statistic,” Craig said when informed of 
his score-to-carry average. “That's something I’ve never even 
thought about.” 

The 6-1, 185-pound junior has thought a lot about the 1996 
Auburn offense. Tiger coaches have changed the basic formation, 
going away from the four-wideout set and more to an I-formation. 


“This offense is such a complement to the run-pass concept,” 
he explains. “It’s hard to defense. It’s a good offense for anyone 
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to run, but it’s especially well-suited for the talents of our person- 
nel. It will help Fred (Beasley) and the other tailbacks. 

“We'll use the four-wide set sometimes. Sometimes it will be 
two wide and one tight end, or other formations. There are so 
many options and we have so many weapons that it will be hard 
to prepare for us.” 

He rattles off the names of his receiving corps like a kid recit- 
ing the alphabet. “Tyrone Goodson. Willie Gosha. Hicks Poor. 
Robert Baker. Karsten Bailey. Errick Lowe. Jeremy Hand.” 

And, that doesn’t even mention two former Parade All- 
American tight ends (Jessie McCovery, Tyrone Dillard) or some 
highly touted incoming freshmen. 

“I'm happy,” he admits with a smile. “Who wouldn't be? We 
have great receivers and some of the best backs on any team any- 
where. The coaches told me that they would recruit outstanding 
receivers for the time when I'd have my chance at quarterback, 
and they did their part. Now, it’s time for me to do my part.” 

His success will depend largely on the offensive line and an 
improved defense. 

“We lost some good offensive linemen, but we have as much 
confidence in this group as we did last season,” he says. “I really 
think that by the end of the season, people will look on this as 
one of Auburn’s best offensive lines ever. 

“Defensively, Coach (Bill) Oliver has brought a lot to this 
team. In practice, we see so many different coverages. Our job 
on offense will be helped on Saturdays this fall because of practic- 
ing against our defense.” 

So what goals have been set by the new Auburn quarterback? 
What will it take to make his first year under center a successful one? 
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“Obviously, to play for the national 
championship,” he says. “That’s the 
goal. To play in one of the top three 
bowl games with a chance to finish on 
top if we win. Personally, | don’t care if | 
only have 500 yards all season. If we 
win the SEC title and a national champi- 
onship, I'll be measured by that. I'd 
rather win 24 straight games than break 
every personal record in the Auburn 
record book. 

“We have some of the best coaches 
and players in the country. If we all per- 
form to our ability, there’s no reason 
that we can’t have a chance to accom- 
plish any goal. The first step to anything 
is believing it. It’s like I tell my team- 
mates, ‘Before you can accomplish it, 
you have to believe it.’ We must have 
high expectations.” 

Craig takes nothing for granted. 

“I believe strongly in God,” he says. “I 
know that He has blessed me with talent. 
It’s a blessing to be in this position and I 
don’t intend to waste this opportunity.” 

Just in case a little help is needed, 
Craig is willing to do whatever will work. 

“T’'ve always been a little supersti- 
tious,” he admits. “I wear the same tie 
to every Tiger Walk as long as we win, 
but if we lose, I don’t wear it again. But 
since I haven’t played regularly at 
Auburn yet, I haven’t established a 
game-day superstition.” 

There was one superstition in a past 
championship season that he remembers. 

“When we won the state champi- 
onship, I used the same towel on the field 
every day, game or practice,” he recalls 
of his high school days. “It got dirtier and 
dirtier. Finally, it turned brown. It was 
tucked in my pants every time and it 
never got washed. By the end of the sea- 
son, the towel was pretty bad, but it 
worked. We won the championship. 

“I might try to use the same towel 
every time this season. I'll probably have 
to sneak the towel out every time to 
keep it from getting washed, but I just 
might give it a try.” 

If that’s the case, fans in Jordan- 
Hare Stadium will hope to see an 
increasingly dirty towel dangling from 
Craig's waistband each week as the sea- 
son progresses. A filthy brown towel by 
the day of the SEC championship game 
would be just fine. 

That would be a clear signal that the 
first starting season for that young 
dreamer from Prichard has ended just like 
he dreamed. 

— Lyn Scarbrough 
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“| had watched Coach Bowden's 
television show when he was at Samford 
and liked his style,” Craig recalls. 
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(CRIMSON TIDE) 


ALABAMA 


CRIMSON TIDE 


Can Tide Roll Without Customary Turmoil? 


say, is meant to be played in a bad 

humor, then why is everyone in 
Tuscaloosa smiling? 

Well, not smiling, exactly, but at least 
not all knotted up and acting jumpy and 
tensed up and talking in hushed tones, 
glancing through doorways while having 


I: football, as Gene Stallings likes to 


“off the record” conversations. You know, 


like that. 
Could things really have been that 


bad, so bad that losing offensive coordina- 


tor Homer Smith (now at Arizona) and 
defensive coordinator Bill Oliver (now at 
Auburn) would make such a difference? 

In atmosphere, yes. There is no ques- 
tion everyone on the Alabama staff, from 
the head coach, Stallings, right on down 
to the newest assistant, Dabo Swinney, 
seems more relaxed. As if a dark cloud 
had dissipated from around Bryant-Denny 
Stadium — which it has, along with the 
primary NCAA sanctions and the staff 
shakeup. 

But will this new atmosphere, this 
new attitude, if you will, produce the kind 
of success that Tide fans expect? In other 
words, win them all? 

“I'm pleased with the contribution of 
the new coaches,” is how Stallings han- 
dles any such discussion. But he goes on 
to add, in talking about this team, “I 
expect us to be competitive this fall.” 

Not that the last few years have been 
disasters ... well, come to think of it, by 
Alabama standards, losing three games in 
a season, as the Tide has done in two of 
the last three years (8-3 in 1995, 9-3-1 in 
1993), is bordering on calamity. 

The NCAA sanctions — the first in 
school history — resulted in, among 
other things, loss of scholarships and no 
post-season play in 1995, as well as 
costing athletic director Cecil “Hootie” 
Ingram his job. But the waiting was the 
hardest part. 


CORNERBACK DESHEA TOWNSEND 
CONTRIBUTED FOUR INTERCEPTIONS TO 
THE TIDE’S LEAGUE-LEADING ‘95 TOTAL. 
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And that was just the backdrop for a 
story line ripe for the afternoon soaps. 

While Tide faithful railed against the 
injustice of the NCAA, inside the football 
building offensive coordinator Homer 
Smith was alienating himself from his 
head coach and his offensive staff from 
himself, while on the defensive wing 
Oliver's disdain for the head coach was 
becoming more obvious, creating a rift 
that was barely concealed. 

There were rumors during the season 
that Stallings would step down at the end 
of the season, when the NCAA sanctions 
were announced. But rather than step 
down or away, he took even firmer con- 
trol of the program. 

The situation took a wild turn when 
Oliver, considered by many to be the heir- 
apparent to Stallings, shocked Tide fans 
by going over to the enemy, taking the 
same position at (all together now) 
Auburn of all places! To work for Terry 
Bowden-of-all-people! That’s the same 
coach Oliver once ridiculed by referring to 
him as “Buster Brown.” 

Meanwhile, Smith, the architect of 
perhaps the most effective Alabama 


offense in the last decade in 1989, saw 
his second tenure with the Tide come to 
an end after two seasons when he was 
removed from the coaching staff and 
rewarded with a job in administration, a 
job that lasted only until Smith could 
secure a position as offensive coordinator 
at Arizona. 

Wide receivers coach Woody McCor- 
vey was promoted to offensive coordina- 
tor and quarterback coach; graduate 
assistant Dabo Swinney was hired as a 
full-time assistant to handle receivers; 
defensive line coach Mike Dubose was 
promoted to defensive coordinator; and 
former Southern Miss and LSU head 
coach Curley Hallman (who played for 
Stallings at Texas A&M in the mid- 
1960s) was brought in to coach Bama’s 
secondary. 

In the midst of it all, Alabama got 
relief from the NCAA sanctions, getting 
back scholarships that would have been 
lost for this season and the next, as well 
as becoming eligible for post-season play 
again starting this fall. 

And you thought Melrose Place was 
ridiculous. 


ALABAMA AT A GLANCE 


1995: 8-3 overall, 5-3 SEC (Tie/2nd East) 


COACH: Gene Stallings — At Bama: 60-13-1, 6 years Overall: 87-58-2, 13 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 18; 8 Offense, 9 Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: TE Patrick Hape, FS Kevin Jackson, RB Dennis Riddle, LB 
Dwayne Rudd, LB Ralph Staten, CB Deshea Townsend 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: As usual, defense is leading the way for the Tide. If corner- 
backs Deshea Townsend and Fernando Bryant are able to absorb the additional 
single-coverage pressure that new defensive coordinator Mike Dubose plans to 
heap on them, the rest of the defense can run wild and make the big plays. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Dennis Riddle had a fine season running the ball last year, 
but unless Alabama develops at least a respectable passing threat, opponents will 
gang up on the junior running back from Tuscaloosa. 

OVERVIEW: The Tide continues to count on junior Freddie Kitchens to emerge from 
the summertime ready to show that he’s the main man to run the offense. If he 
does, and if he helps to establish a better-balanced offense, this team appears to 
have the kind of defense that will make a run at reaching Atlanta and the Alliance. 
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TIDE RECRUITING 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / CouEce 


Tim BOWENS WR 6-1, 195 Killen Brooks 

Two-time All-State # Played wide receiver and defensive back Helped 
team to 8-4 record @ Had 58 receptions for 810 yards and 14 touchdowns 
as a senior @ Returned four punts for touchdowns. 


| Jamie CARTER DL 6-3, 290 Philadelphia, MS ~~ Nashoba 
Two-time All-State @ As a senior, had 68 tackles and 12 sacks @ Had 55 
solo tackles and 35 assisted tackles as a junior @ Four-year starter. 


Paul HOGAN C 6-3, 240 Valdosta, GA Valdosta 

All-State @ Selected to play in Florida-Georgia All-Star Game Played at | 
defensive end and deep snapper Two-year starter # Member of base- 
ball team. 


| Adam JOINER TE/OL 6-3, 265 Milton, FL Milton 
All-State @ All-Northwest Florida # Graded 90 percent as offensive line- 
man as a senior @ Caught 29 passes for 397 yards @ Three-year starter. 


Jason JONES DB 5-11, 185 Tuscaloosa Central 

Tuscaloosa News Top 16 @ All-State @ As a senior, had nine interceptions, 
returning one for a touchdown Had 71 tackles, three fumble recoveries 
| and nine passes broken up. 


Corey KINNEBREW OL 6-3, 280 Rome, GA Rome 
Played one year of prep football @ All-State # Selected to play in Florida- 
| Georgia All-Star Game # Top-ranked heavyweight wrestler in Georgia. 


Dustin MCCLINTOCK FB 6-3, 235 Quinian, TX Ford 
Second-team All-State Three-time All-Area @ As a senior, rushed for 
| 1,904 yards and 19 touchdowns @ Had 146 tackles # Had 4,405 career 
yards rushing. 
| 


Brenon MEADOWS C_ 6-1, 285 Hoover Louisville 

Transfer from Louisville where he was a two-year starter at center @ Prep 
| All-State State discus champion. 
L = = 


Nawe / Posiion Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / Cource 
Michael MYERS DE 6-3, 270 Vicksburg, MS Hinds JC 

Two-time junior college All-American @ As a senior, had 63 tackles, eight 

sacks, five caused fumbles and three fumble recoveries @ Had 46 tackles | 

and 20 sacks as a freshman @ Prep All-State. 


Heath PANKS DL 6-4, 280 Slidell, LA Salmen 

Parade All-American @ All-State @ Originally signed with LSU @ As a 
prep senior, had 94 tackles, 14 sacks, four fumble recoveries, one inter- 
ception, four passes broken up and three blocked punts Had career stats 
of 163 tackles, 20 quarterback sacks, 27 tackles for loss and six fumble 
recoveries. 


Griff REDMILL DL 6-6, 248 Jasper Walker 
Tuscaloosa News rated No. 16 player on Sweet 16 @ As a senior, had 44 
solo tackles, 42 assists, four sacks, six passes broken up and one fumble 
recovery @ Postseason knee surgery. 


Kenny SMITH DL 6-7, 260 Stevenson North Jackson 
All-State @ As a senior, had 110 tackles (52 for loss), and 22 sacks @ Had 
five sacks in one game @ Had 15 receptions for an average of 14 yards 
per catch. 


Rob STATEN LB 6-1, 250 Pearl, MS Pearl 
All-State @ As a senior, had 137 tackles @ Rushed for 1,545 yards and 15 
touchdowns as fullback # Had 400 career tackles @ Powerlifter. 


Gorman THORNTON TE 6-5, 250 Montgomery Jeff Davis 
Birmingham News Player of the Year and Mr. Football # As a senior, had 
24 receptions for 360 yards and two touchdowns # Caught 23 passes for 
438 yards and five touchdowns as a junior # Member of state champi- 
onship basketball team as a junior. 


Kelvis WHITE OL 6-3, 265 Courtland Courtland 
Two-time All-State as defensive lineman # Two-way starter @ As a junior, 
finished fifth in shot put and third in discus at state track meet. 


‘95 Stats 


'96 SCHEDULE 


(8-3-0, 5-3-0) PASSING Aug. 31 Bowling Green* 
4 At’ Comp Yarns Pct TD Int 
i Burgdorf 162-95 ~=«:1200 59.3 9 7 | Sept. 7 Southern Miss* 
33 Vanderbilt 25 | Kitchens in BI) 04 os 
24 Southern Miss 20 ——s __RUSHING Sept. 14 Vanderbilt 
No Yarps AVG 
Sept. 21. at Arkansas** 
19 Arkansas 20 Riddle 236 969 A) 377 8 P 
Steger 57 218 3.8 39 1 | 
31 Georgia 0 | Scissum 19 93 49 21 1| Oct. 5 Kentucky 
RECEIVING Oct. 12 at N.C. State 
27 N.C. State 11 No Yarps _ AvG = = 
| Brown 43 557 130 oF" Oct. 19 Mississippi 
14 Tennessee 4] Malone 38 637. «16.8 52 5 
Riddle 23 Le oaigy aan a Oct. 26 — at Tennessee 
23 Mississippi 9 | Key 18 199 11.1 24 2 
PP Nov. 9  atLSU 
DEFENSIVE LEADERS 
38 North Texas 19 Pa: | 
TACKLES: Rudd 91; Walters 71; Staten 63; Jackson 62; Nov. 16 — at Mississippi State 
Samuel 54; Bryant 39; Davis 25; Ford 25; Townsend 25. 
10 LSU 3 INTERCEPTIONS: Jackson 5; Townsend 4; Staten 3. Nov. 23. Auburn* 
Fie, bats QB Sacks: Blackburn 10; Rudd 5; Parker 4; Moore 4; | FoF 
1 A Mississippi State ? Staten 3; Hood 3; Walters 2; Burton 2; Buckner 2; Brown 2. | 3 Birmingham, AL | 
TACKLES FOR LOSS: Walters 9; Staten 4; Jackson 3; 
27 Auburn 31 Townsend 3; Brown 3; Parker 3; Rudd 3 
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From garage, to tailgating, to game... display your team’s mascot, logo, and 
CarCaps are the #1 hottest new way to name on all four sides in official team 
show your team spirit! Choose your colors. Your CarCap magnet safely sticks to 


favorite Officially Licensed Team from the / any smooth metal surface. Be the first to 
selections above. Simply place the CarCap CarCaps tip your “CarCap” to your team! Call about 
magnet on your roof and it securely holds —=—= “Custom” CarCaps for your company, high 


in place...even at sustained interstate school, team, group, 


highway speeds! CarCaps proudly — PUTYOURTEAM = club, or organization. 
ON TOP-ORDER NOW! ONLY 


99: 
a = co fie 
ister 
ieee y) REG 19% 
PERSONAL CHECKS ACCEPTED 
*Plus $5.95 shipping & handling (Florida residents add applicable sales tax) Patent pending. 


BALANCING ACT 

So where does that leave the Tide 
going into 1996? 

That’s the $12 million question, or 
whatever being part of the Bowl Alliance’s 
national championship format is worth 
these days. 

The area that seems to concern 
Stallings most — as well as the Alabama 
all-too-faithful — is offense, where the 
Tide ranked 11th in the league in total 
offense (333 yards per game), seventh in 
scoring offense (23.6 points), eighth in 
rushing offense (145.7 yards), 10th in 
passing offense (187.27 yards), and 10th 
in turnovers (23) last season. 

“All | know is that last year we didn’t 
score enough points,” Stallings said. 
“We've got to score more points.” 

On the one hand, the talent appears 
to be there, offensively, to do that. The 
Tide returns perhaps the two best tight 
ends in the SEC in Patrick Hape and Rod 
Rutledge; returns four of five starters from 
the offensive line; returns starting fullback 
Ed Scissum and starting tailback Dennis 
Riddle; and quarterback Freddie Kitchens, 
who replaced Brian Burgdorf as the 
starter at the end of last season. 

The only holes are at wide receiver, 
where the three best receivers from last 
year are gone. But the performances of 
Calvin Hall, Michael Vaughn, Marcell 
West and Shamari Buchanan in spring 
alleviated much of the consternation over 
that problem. 

“We want to spread the ball around 
this year,” McCorvey said. “We always 
talked about getting the ball to the tight 
end and the fullback in the past, but the 
only way to do it is by design. We've got 
to utilize that. 

“That's what we worked on this 
spring, and because of that we had a lot 
of enthusiasm because everyone feels 
involved. We should be more balanced, 
and when everyone feels like they are 
involved in the offense, they come to 
practice with good work habits.” 

The offensive staff spent the off-sea- 
son scouting itself, looking for the plays 
that worked and the plays that didn’t. 
The consensus was that one reason the 
offense always started the season so slow 
was that too much offense was put in too 
early, and it wasn’t until late in the sea- 
son, when the playbook had been cut 
back, that the Tide offense started to be 
effective. 

“So we limited ourselves this spring,” 
McCorvey said. “We've gone and cut 
back to just the plays we feel we've 


LINEBACKER RALPH STATEN WAS BAMA’‘S THIRD LEADING TACKLER LAST SEASON WITH 63 STOPS. 
HE ALSO RETURNED AN INTERCEPTION 61 YARDS FOR A TOUCHDOWN AGAINST OLE MISS. 
PHOTO BY R. D. MOORE 


always had success with, so that when 
we get to the fall we know we can exe- 
cute those plays perfectly. 

“Then we can add to that as we go 
along and see possible counters and 


options off those plays. But that’s some- 
thing we'll do down the road.” 

The good news out of spring was the 
play of offensive tackle Chris Samuels on 
the left side and guard/center Brenon 
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TIDE SPRING ROSTER 


No. NAME Pos. Ciss Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
84 Thad Abernathy Rk. = 60180 Enterprise 
38 Shoun Alexander RB 6&1 195 — Florence, KY 
32 Curtis Alexander RB. ~=— 61195 Memphis, TN 
| 93 Shawn Alexander oT OF. 63 278 Quint 
44 Dorrell Blackburn DE Sr. 63 224 Huntnille 
10 TX. Bowman Sk 6&1 165 —_Bighee 
25 Fernando Bryont CBS. 60 175 Nurtreesboro, IN 
8 Shomari Buchanan SE Fr. 62 223 Allanto,GA 
92 Tyrell Buckner B Sr. 60 245 Denison, IX 
89 Michael Cassady SE Sr. = &1 «173 Floralo 
71 John Cousey iS Sr 6&2 262 Hoynevile 
65 _Sockson Cook SN/C_ Sr. 61 260 Cullmon 
“A TomCodi PK. 60185 Chicogo,k 
31 Travis Crim $$ &k 59 177 Clonion 
67 Rhett Crutchfield OG S. 63 260 Birmingham 
| 4 Brion Cunningham a 59 175 Birminghom 
42 Derek Cunningham Bk. $8 150 Pelhom 
55 _Femando Dovis BS. 63235 Aberdeen, MS 
72 Pete DiMorio OTS. 64 276 —Tuscabosa 
54 Anthony Dowdell DE Sr. 1-226 ~—Colurbus, GA 
59 Chris Edwards BW So. 62 215 Bessemer 
26 Michael Feogin FAL So. 59 172 Greemile 
96 leeFerguon Bk, «1192 Alben 
69 Kevin Flowers DE sk. 60 206 Troy 
57 _Lomont Floyd iB Sr. 62 240 Orange Pork, FL 
| 64 Marquis Forge DT oF. 60 252 Adkougvile 
| 17 Worren Foust GBS. =63 205 ~— Midwest City, OK 
| 68 Will Friend OG k. 62 265 Philadelphio, MS 
82 Chod Goss FL ke. 5-11 175 Wormer Robbins, GA 
31 Reggie Grimes B Fr. 64 263 Nashille, IN 
| 83  CoWin Holl SE So 64 190 Goloin, IN 
| 38 Patrick Hope TS. 6&4 239 Killen 
| 43 Steve Horris 1B So. 60 226 TownCreek 
58 Malt Harrison CS 65 260 Dodeville 
8 Tracy High CB OS. ~=59 175 Pontotoc, MS 
10 Thomos Hill CB OFr. «©5510 «175 Meridion, MS 
| 77 Joel Holiday OT k. 63 292 SuxMie, SC 
4 Chris Hood So. 63 240 Town Creek 
47 Eddie Hunter B So 62 215 Leflore 
7 Kevin Jockson SS. '&, 62 200 Dothan 
56 Chris Jordan ork. 6&4 273 Jockson 
99 Eric Kerley oT Ok. 6&1 290 Birmingham 
40 Romus King RB So, §=— 6-0 190 Montgomery 
9 Freddie Kitchens @ k 62 230 Atala 
30 Williom Leland FB Sr. 511 222 Birmingham 
88 Chester Lewis SN/TE Sr. 6-4 236 Tuscaloosa 


No. NAME Pos. Cisss Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
21 Nentoya Modden RB So. 5-9 205 Town Creek 
70 _Joson McDonald OT F. 66 299 Theodore 
66 _Brenon Meadows Ck 63 250 Birmingham 
49 Michoel Moore CF. 66 20 Foyete _ 
95 Kelvin Moore DE Sr 6&3 258 Dophne 
95  Michoel Myers ae 2 &3 270 Vicksburg, MS 
62 Franz Odom Bo So G1 240 Semmes 
79 Jeremy Pennington OG S. 62 272 Vemen 
7 _Ryon Pllugner PK Fr. = S11 165 Serosotn, FL 
12. John David Phillips GBS =—6:3 202 Amniiston 
42 Poul Pickett B 4 62 215 loGronge,GA 
5 Donie! Pope P So. 60 196  Alphoreto, GA 
78 Ozell Powell os 65 275 Greewile 
27 Jeremy Pruitt BS 60 172  Ransvile 
62 Michoel Roy Cc x. 65 305 Boaz 
24 Marlon Reyes GB S. S10 176 Mexxo 
29° Dennis Riddle RB 60 195 — Tuscloose 
87 Dwoyne Rudd B J 62 232 Botewille 
86 Rod Rutledge Tt tk. 64 243 Birmingham 
13 Cedric Somvel FSS 59 177 Demopolis 
6 Chris Somvels OT fF. 66 24 Moble 
33 Ed Sassum 2 60 210 Atle 
23 Anche Shor Sk S11 205 loGrngeGa | 
20 _ Kelvin Sigler DB So) =6 61S 179 Moble 
61 Chris Sign OG So. 62 250 Arlington, TX 
48 Trevis Smith FB So. = & 1235 Menigomery 
89. Tio Smith B So. 63 200 Birmingham | 
63. Sage Spree OT SS 64 275  Boligee 
4 Seve Stonley FS So 63193 Leighton 
41 Ralph Sioten BS. 63200 Semmes 
28 Brion Steger RB Sr 63 210 NewMarket 
18 Hayden Stockton P S60 193 Double Springs 
3 Josh Swords RG So 63 275 Brentwood, IN | 
46 John Tonks BS « & 64 226 Butler 
2 Desheo Townsend Gk. 5-10 170 Batesville, MS 
6 once Tucker Gk. 60 175 Foyete 
22. Michoel Voughn FL So. 61 185 Clarksdale, MS 
91 Clint Woggoner DE Fr. 66 235 Foirkwn, GA 
53 _Granison Wogstalt 1B So 62 225 Enterprise 
81 Edgar Walker DE ok 64 240 Dothan | 
49 Chris Worren os. 63 240 Birmingham 
15 Wiliam Wats PKS 61 180 Pleasant Grove 
1 Marcell West FL Sr S11 177 Niceville, FL 
51 Loron White Oo & 6&2 272 Courtland 
35 Owen Winston CB So 60 175 Monigomery 
Roster and depth chart subject fo change. 


SPRING UPDATE 


here was not a spring A-Day game at Alabama, 

due to construction at Bryant-Denny Stadium to cor- 

rect a drainage problem. But there was a spring: 
ending scrimmage on the 80-yard practice field. 

And, as usual, the Tide played good defense on a 
“short field.” 

Coach Gene Stallings said he had two summer- 
time goals for his team: To get stronger (ho-hum, just 
like every other team in America} and to get meaner. 

“| want some to show up in o bad humor,” he 
said. “Football is a game meant to be played in a bad 
humor — like Chris Hood. He always seems to be in a 
bad humor on the football field.” 

Don’t the quarterbacks know it. If there had been 
an MVP of the spring, it would have been the sopho- 
more defensive end, who had a hand in nine quarter- 
back sacks in the final scrimmage. He clearly 
dominated the line of scrimmage all spring. 

Hood is blind in his left eye, so he has to play on 
the left side of the defensive line. 

@ The Tide went through spring practice without 
running back Brian Steger and linebacker Ralph Staten, 
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both of whom were suspended from the team for unre- 
lated violations of team rules. Staten is expected to be 
back with the team by the fall and will likely regain his 
starting outside linebacker spot. 

The road will be tougher for Steger, but the Tide 
returns Dennis Riddle, Curtis Alexander and Shaun 
Alexander at tailback. 

@ Junior-college transfer Michael Myers, the top- 
rated defensive lineman in the country, went through 
spring practice with the Tide but didn’t stand out. 
“Myers worked hard,” Stallings said. “It just takes 
awhile to adjust to a new system. But he can play for 
us. There’s no question about that. We're glad we've | 
got him.” | 

@ The Tide's two tight ends, Rod Rutledge and 
Patrick Hape, continue to impress coaches with their | 
physical ability, so much so that the offense will again | 
feature the “rover” back position, a two-+tight end forma- | 
tion where one of the fight ends lines up either in the | 
slot or even at fullback. “It’s all part of getting our best | 
11 players on the field,” Stallings said. 

— Ray Melick | 


OFFENSE 


Numeer QUARTERBACK YEAR 
9 Freddie Kitchens* Junior 
| 17 Warren Foust Sophomore 
33 Ed Scissum* Sophomore 
48 Trevis Smith Sophomore 
Numer TAILBACK 
32 Curtis Alexander Junior 
Numser FLANKER YEAR 
ey Marcell West Senior 
| 82 Chad Goss Junior 
Numser Sput END YEAR 
22 Michael Vaughn Sophomore 
| 83 Calvin Hall Sophomore 
Numser TiGHt END YEAR 
| 38 Patrick Hape* Senior 
| 86 Rod Rutledge Junior 
60 Chris Samuels Freshman 
| 63 Sage Spree Sophomore 
Numper Lert Guarp YEAR 
| 68 Will Friend* Junior 
66 Brenon Meadows Junior 
Numser CENTER YEAR 
71 John Causey” Senior 
62 Michael Ray Junior 
Numser Richt GUARD YEAR 
5] Laron White* Senior 
{29 Jeremy Pennington Senior 
72 Pete DiMario* Senior 
| 70 Jason McDonald 


Freshman 


*Returning Starter 


— DEFENSE — 


Numper Lert END YEAR 
34 Chris Hood* Sophomore 
96 Michael Myers Junior 
| 95 Kelvin Moore Senior 
| 93 Shawn Alexander Freshman 
Numaer RIGHT TACKLE YEAR 
| 78 Ozell Powell* Senior 
| 99 Eric Kerley Junior 
Numaer RiGHT END YEAR 
| 44 Darrell Blackburn* Senior 
54 Anthony Dowdell Senior 
Numer STRONG LINEBACKER YEAR 
| 4| Ralph Staten* Senior 
42 Paul Pickett Sophomore 
Number Mippte LineBACKER YEAR 
55 Fernando Davis Senior 
92 Tyrell Buckner Senior 
NUMBER WEAK LINEBACKER YEAR 
87 Dwayne Rudd* Junior 
57 Lamont Floyd Senior 
Number Lerr CORNERBACK YEAR 
25 Fernando Bryant* Sophomore | 
35 Owen Winston Sophomore | 
NumBer RIGHT CORNERBACK YEAR 
2 Deshea Townsend” Junior 
40 Danie! Pope Sophomore 
Number STRONG SAFETY YEAR 
ine Kevin Jackson* Senior 
23 Andre Short Junior 
Numser Free SAFETY YEAR 
13 Cedric Samuel* Senior | 
| 20 Kelvin Sigler Sophomore 
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ALL-SEC SAFETY KEVIN JACKSON IS THE LEAGUE’S RETURNING INTERCEPTION LEADER (FIVE). 


PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 


“The biggest thing, though, is 
that we've got to be on the same 
page with the entire defense. 
When we're thinking run, every- 
one has to be thinking run and 
react to the pass. Or if we're 
thinking pass, we've got to all be 
thinking pass and be ready to 
react to the run. That's been the 
biggest adjustment.” 

The defense usually got the 
best of the offense in spring drills, 
but McCorvey says that doesn’t 
mean the offense didn’t accom- 
plish its goals. 

“We're just trying to get bet- 
ter,” McCorvey said. “This hasn’t 
been the offense trying to out- 
scheme the defense or the 
defense trying to out-scheme the 
offense in practice. We're all 


Meadows, who transferred from 
Louisville. 

The surprising news from the spring 
was that Kitchens did not emerge as the 
clear-cut No. 1 quarterback, and goes into 
the fall still battling redshirt sophomore 
Warren Foust for that job. 

“It's not clear who the starter will be 
(at quarterback),” Stallings said. “Both 
Freddie and Warren have improved, but 
to say I’m 100 percent happy with either 
one would not be accurate, either. 

“I see Freddie ahead in terms of lead- 
ership, because he’s played, he’s com- 
peted. He’s been in the game, and the 
team has confidence in him. Warren's got 
to prove what he can do. But as a coach, 
I see the ability is there.” 


ON THE SAME PAGE 

The ability is certainly there on the 
defensive side of the ball, where Alabama, 
as always, seems loaded, returning 28 let- 
termen from a unit that once again was 
one of the best in the country: ninth 
nationally in total defense (284.1 yards 
per game); sixth in rushing defense (105.3 
yards); 12th in pass defense (97.9 pass 
efficiency rating); and 16th nationally in 
scoring defense (17.1 points a game). 

The Tide returns the entire starting 
secondary — cornerbacks Fernando 
Bryant and Deshea Townsend, and 
safeties Kevin Jackson and Cedric Samuel. 

At linebacker, Dwayne Rudd (team- 
high 91 tackles last year) has big-play 
capability, and fits in nicely with Fer- 
nando Davis and Tyrell Buckner in the 
middle and Ralph Staten (suspended 
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from the team in the spring but expected 
to return in the fall) and Paul Pickett on 
the strong side. 

Up front, the Tide loses Shannon 
Brown and Matt Parker, but Chris Hood 
was dominating at left end in the spring; 
Darrell Blackburn (10 sacks last season) 
returns at right end; and Eric Kerley and 
Ozell Powell both got plenty of playing 
time last fall at the tackle positions. 

The big thing is the change in attitude 
defensively, brought about by the change 
in the Tide coaching staff and the leader- 
ship of Dubose. 

“We’re going to be more aggressive,” 
Dubose said. “We're going to be a more 
pressure-type defense. We've only been 
average, at best, since we switched to the 
4-3 (from the 3-4 after the 1992 season). 
We need to get aggressive and have the 
intensity we had in the 3-4. 

“The other thing is, we've got to be a 
better tackling team. We haven't been 
good at that in a long time, and that’s 


something we concentrated on this spring.” 


It has long been Dubose’s contention 
that even though the Tide made the 
switch to a 4-3 base defense in the past 
two years, the defensive coaches mentally 
still coached like they were in a 3-4. 

That will change, he promised. 

“We're going to pressure more, and 
that will put a burden on the corners, who 
will have to do a lot of man-to-man,” 
Dubose said. “But they've accepted it, and 
we've made some big plays. 

“The negative is that, while we make 
a lot of big plays, we give up big plays, 
too. We've got to reduce that. 


working to get better, and it’s 
been competitive, but not to the 
point where it’s been divisive. 

“T've worked on staffs where you go 
into a scrimmage like you would a game, 
trying to beat your own defense no matter 
what. That’s not the point. We want to 
come out of each scrimmage having 
accomplished something, not just having 
beaten our defense. Because at some 
point in the process we’re going to all be 
the same team.” 

That's it. That seems to be the 
almost-tangible difference surrounding this 
football team. The defensive staff is not 
out to make the offensive staff look bad. 
Neither is the offensive staff scheming 
against the defensive coaches. And the 
head coach knows his coordinators know 
what he wants from them. 

That hasn't always been the case in 
Tuscaloosa, going back even before 
Stallings took over in 1990. Of course, 
whether they got along or not didn’t seem 
to matter, because what Alabama has 
always been best at is winning. 

If the Tide is to make a return to the 
SEC Championship Game and a run at a 
national championship this fall, it will be 
because the defense is strong, the offense 
doesn’t turn the ball over, and the fact 
that Alabama plays Auburn at Legion 
Field, where the Tide has not lost to the 
Tigers since 1988. 

For those things to happen, Alabama 
will have to show up for games in that 
“bad humor” Stallings talks about, the 
way that '92 team did in running the table 
for the school’s 12th national champi- 
onship and seventh since 1961. 

— Ray Melick 
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If you're a friend of Jack Daniel's, please write us. We'd like to get to know you. 


NEARLY EVERYONE in Jack Daniel’s Hollow knows something about 


making music. And most know even more about making whiskey. 


It’s hard to find anyone in this part of Tennessee who can’t 
pick out a tune on fiddle or guitar. And harder to find someone [% 
who doesn’t know the story of Mr. Jack Daniel, and how he ‘7 
began charcoal mellowing his whiskey in 1866. Many of the 
songs these gentlemen play go all the way back to those 

old days. And happily, the way they make whiskey 

does too. 


SMO OT HH Siler in 
Teta So EB WETS KEY 


Tennessee Whiskey * 40-43% alcohol by volume (80-86 proof) « Distilled and Bottled by 
Jack Daniel Distillery, Lem Motlow, Proprietor, Route 1, Lynchburg (Pop 361), Tennessee 37352 


Placed in the National Register of Historic Places by the United States Government 
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TENNESSEE 


VOLUNTEERS 


Aiming for the Top: ‘We’re Really Going After It’ 


he two words have been spoken 

before in Tennessee's camp. But 

not very often, and seldom with 
such conviction. 

After an 11-1 season, a victory in the 
Florida Citrus Bowl and a top three rank- 
ing, folks in the foothills are not afraid to 
say, “national championship.” 

That's the goal this season. A realis- 
tic goal. 

“We saw how close we were last 
year,” Tennessee quarterback Peyton 
Manning said. “We were probably 30 
minutes away from a shot at the national 
championship.” 

Those 30 minutes were disastrous, 
however. Tennessee led Florida 30-21 at 
halftime last season, but the Gators went 
ona 41-7 second-half surge to rout Ten- 
nessee 62-37. 

It was the Vols’ only defeat in 1995. 

“We realize, hey, let’s not be afraid 
to say national champions,” Manning 
said. “I think for a while around here, 
guys were afraid to say the words, think- 
ing they were looking too far ahead. 

“It’s not a matter of being overconfi- 
dent. It's a matter of having a legitimate 


1995:11-1 overall, 7-1 SEC (2nd East) 


shot at it and really going after it. That's 
what we're going after this season.” 

Coach Phillip Fulmer said when he 
was hired in 1993 that he wanted to take 
Tennessee to the next level. Some would 
argue the Vols got there last year by beat- 
ing Alabama for the first time since 1985, 
upsetting talented Ohio State in a bowl 
game and being ranked No. 3 in the 
Associated Press poll, No. 2 in the USA 
Today/CNN Coaches poll. 

With 15 returning starters — includ- 
ing a record-breaking quarterback, a 
record-breaking running back, and a 
record-breaking receiver — Vol fans are 
in a lather. Expectations have never 
been higher. 

Tennessee is a consensus top-five 
pick in the preseason polls, and some 
speculate this tradition-rich program will 
end a 45-year-old drought and win it all. 

“We don’t want to put the cart before 
the horse too far,” Fulmer said. “But if the 
players go to the weight room and believe 
they’re working for a goal, you need to 
tell them what the goal is, and our goal is 
to compete for the national championship 
and the conference championship. 


COACH: Phillip Fulmer — At UT and Overall: 32-7-1, 4 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 7 Offense, 6 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Jay Graham, LB Tyrone Hines, WR Joey Kent, DE Leonard 
Little, QB Peyton Manning, FS Jason Parker 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: This team knows how to win, with 28 victories in the past 
three seasons, and it has the best quarterback in the country. The Vols are experi- 
enced in a lot of areas, and look like they’re ready to make a big run. They get 


both Florida and Alabama at home. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS; Losing their best three offensive linemen from last season 
hurts, obviously. It’s fair to call this a “patchwork” offensive line, which is unusual in 
Knoxville. Also, they'll have to develop some reliable receivers to go with Kent. 

OVERVIEW: The early game against Florida (Sept. 21) gets things into high gear 
quickly. If the offensive line comes around soon enough to control UCLA on Sept. 7, 
the Vols will roll confidently into that showdown. In the past three years, they’re 0-3 
against Florida under Fulmer, 28-4-1 against everybody else. 
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“I think this team has enough good 
players, if we stay healthy, to be put in 
that category.” 

It starts with Manning, the son of for- 
mer SEC and NFL great Archie Manning. 
As a sophomore, he finished sixth in the 
Heisman Trophy balloting and third in the 
Davey O’Brien voting as the nation’s out- 
standing quarterback. 

Manning set school records for com- 
pletions (244), yardage (2,954) and com- 
pletion percentage (.642). He also tied an 
NCAA record for lowest percentage of 
interceptions (four in 380 attempts). He 
passed for 22 touchdowns. His career 
completion percentage (.633) after two 
seasons is the best in SEC history. 

What can the SEC’s most accurate 
passer do for an encore? 

“We're going to aim to be more 
accurate and to make decisions that will 
allow us to throw for an even higher per- 
centage,” offensive coordinator David 
Cutcliffe said. 

Manning has the size (6-5, 217 
pounds), arm strength, intelligence and 
talent to be one of college football’s all- 
time great quarterbacks. He also has 
improved his strength (300 bench press) 
and speed (4.88). 

“Peyton continues to amaze me,” Ful- 
mer said. 

Equally amazing last season was tail- 
back Jay Graham, a two-year backup who 
had to fight off a challenge last spring to 
win the starting job. He burst onto the 
scene with a school-record 1,438 yards. 
He got 154 more in the Citrus Bowl to 
earn MVP honors and thrust his name 
among the Heisman Trophy candidates. 

“A guy like Jay takes the pressure off 
any quarterback,” Manning said. “With 
Jay, if it’s third-and-10, you can call a 
draw and think you can get a first down.” 

At 216 pounds, Graham has a unique 
blend of power and speed, much like a 


TAILBACK JAY GRAHAM HAS A UNIQUE 
BLEND OF POWER AND SPEED, AND EARNED 
MVP HONORS IN THE CITRUS BOWL. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 
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Nawe / Position = HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Couece 


Mikki ALLEN B 0,175 Murfreesboro Brentwood Academy 
BlueChip Illustrated rated No. 8 aia back in Southeast Region # Knoxville News-Sentinel Top 25 @ All- 
State @ As a senior, had 59 tackles and school-record eight interceptions @ Three-year starter 


| Buck BURTON L 255 Girard, GA Northeastem Oklchoma A&M 
Prep Top 100 junior college a @ Had 73 tackles and 10 sacks in 1995 @ Prep All-State @ Played 
defensive end and tight end. 


Toby CHAMPION L 6-5, 290 Humboldt Humboldt 

SuperPrep Dixie Top 100 @ BlueChip Illustrated rated No. 9 defensive lineman in Southeast Region 
Knoxville News-Sentinel Top 25 @ All-State @ Three-time All-Region @ As a senior, had over 100 tackles 
and 10 sacks. 


| tkie CURRY L 6-3, 220 Goffney, SC Goltney 

SuperPrep South Corolina Top 30 @ BlueChip Illustrated ranked No. 4 tight end in Atlantic Region @ Two- 
time All-State # Two-time All-Region # Team MVP @ As a senior, had 39 receptions for 471 yards and five 
touchdowns # Had 89 tackles and six sacks as linebacker @ Member of track and wrestling teams, 


Brion DARDEN B 6-0, 190 Vicksburg, MS Warren Central 

| Originally signed in 1995, re-signed and enrolled in Jan,, 1996 @ Parade All-Americen SuperPrep rated 
No. 3 running back nationally @ BlueChip illustrated Dream Team @ All-State @ As a senior, had 2,238 
yards rushing and 29 touchdowns @ Coreer rushing 4,919 yards @ Scored Mississippi-record 78 career 
touchdowns, 


Eric DIOGU L 6-3, 238 Garland, TX Lakeview Centennial 

Prep Football Report ranked No. 43 prospect in Southwest # Second-team All-District @ Helped team to play- 
off birth @ Started at tight end for two seasons, 

Derrick EDMONDS 8 


5-10, 175 Tampa, FL Hillsborough 


had 1,579 yords rushing and 23 touchdowns @ Gained over 100 yards rushing in all 10 games 


Shoun ELUS L 6-5, 230 Anderson, SC Westside 
BlueChip Illustrated rated No. 9 ra Team defensive lineman @ SuperPrep ranked No. 2 prospect in South | 


@ All-State in basketball @ Averaged 19 points and 11 rebounds per game in basketball. 


Bernord GOODEN L 6-4, 295 Bradenton, FL Monatee 
BlueChip Illustrated All-American @ USA Today honorable mention All-American @ SuperPrep Florida Top 75 
@ All-State Three-year storler # Member of track team. 


Dwayne GOODRICH B 6-0, 180 Oak Lown, IL HL Richards 

USA Today All-American # Parade All-American # BlueChip Illustrated rated No. 1 defensive back nation- 
ally @ SuperPrep ranked No, 1 defensive back in Midwest Region @ All-State @ As a senior, had 563 yards 
rushing and had 41 tackles, six interceptions and 18 passes broken up # Had seven kickoff or punt returns 
for touchdowns in final Wo seasons Had 17 career touchdowns, 


oe GRAHAM 8 5-9, 160 High Point, NC T.W. Andrews 
T 


Carolina @ Three-time All-Region @ All-State uAs a senior, had 174 tackles and 35 sacks @ Four-year starter | 


BlueChip Illustrated rated No. 5 defensive back in Southeast Region @ All-State @ District MVP @ As a senior, | 


ree-time All-Conference # Honorable mention All-State @ As a senior, caught 40 passes for 810 yards and | 


Faces a 45 yards per kickoff return @ Hod three kickoff returns and two punt returns for touchdowns. 


195 Seis 


'95 Stars 


_____ VOLUNTEERS RECRUITING 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / CoueGe 


| Gerold GRIFFIN B 6-1, 170 Murfreesboro Riverdale | 
The National Recruiting Advisor ranked No. | free safety nationally @ BlueChip Illustrated rated No. 2 defen- 
sive back in Southeast Region @ All-State @ As a senior, had 70 tackles and 10 interceptions @ Hod 17 inter- 
ceptions final two seasons @ Three-year storter at wide receiver. 


| Khori IVY B 6-2, 180 Boca Raton, FL Community 
SuperPrep Florida Top 75 @ BlueChip Illustrated rated No. 13 defensive back in Southeast Region # The 
National Recruiting Advisor ranked No. 6 wide receiver in Southeast @ All-State @ As a senior, caught 15 
passes for 321 yards and five touchdowns @ Had 26 tackles ond three interceptions. 


Neil JOHNSON L 6-5, 231 Nashville Franklin Rood Academy 
BlueChip Iillustrated rated No. 6 tight end in Southeast Region @ All-State # As a senior, caught 20 posses for 
489 yards and eight touchdowns @ Three-year storter. 


David LEAVERTON P/PK 6-4, 195 Midland, TX Midland 

USA Today All-American @ BlueChip Illustrated rated No. 1 kicker and punter in Southwest Region @ Dallas 
Morning News Top 100 in Texas As a senior, hit seven of eight field goal attempts, including a long of 62 
yards @ Hit all 17 extra point atiempts @ Averaged 43.1 yards per punt | 


Tomaurice MARTIN QB 3, 215 Mobile, AL Williamson 

Parade All-American @ BheChp iilystrated rated No. 3 quarterback in Southeast Region @ The National 
Recruiting Advisor ranked No, 4 pass-run quarterback nationally @ All-State @ As a junior, passed for 2,058 
yards and 21 touchdowns, with nine interceptions @ Had over 1,400 yards total offense as a senior 


Vernon MAXWELL B 6-3, 200 Midwest City, OK Midwest City 

Porade All-American # SuperPrep rated No. 7 player and No. 14 defensive back in Midlands @ BlueChi 
Illustrated ranked No. 2 running back in Big Eight Region @ All-State @ As a senior, had 1,688 yards 
rushing and 19 touchdowns on 197 carries Had 38 tackles and five interceptions # Major league jase: 


ball prospect. 


George ROSS B 61,175 Orlando, FL Maynard Evans 
BlueChip Illustrated All-Southeast Region @ Had 1,071 yards on 49 receptions and 10 touchdowns as a 
senior Selected to play in Florida-Georgia All-Star Game @ Three-yeor starter. | 


Corey TERRY L 6-3, 250 Warrenton, NC Garden City CC 
SuperPrep rated No. 2 junior college player nationally Jayhawk Conference Defensive Player of the Year # 
Had 21 quarterback sacks last season @ Prep All-Conference @ Three-year starter. 


Raynoch THOMPSON 8 6-3, 210 New Orleans, LA St. Augustine 
BlueChip Illustrated rated No. 8 linebacker in Southeast Region @ SuperPrep All-American @ All-Conference 
| @ Asa senior, had more than 100 tackles and 15 sacks # Member of tock team. | 


Josh TUCKER L 6-4, 290 Asheville, NC T.C. Roberson | 
BlueChip Illustrated rated No. 2 offensive lineman in Atlantic Region @ All-State @ Averaged eight tackles per 
gome @ Holds school sack record @ Three-year starter 


| Eric WESTMORELAND B 6-0, 190 Jasper Marion County 
SuperPrep Dixie Top 100 @ BlueChip lilustrated All-Southeast Region @ Knoxville News-Sentinel Top 25 @ | 
Two-time All-State @ As a senior, had 2,359 yards rushing and 40 touchdowns @ Had almost 6,000 career | 
rushing yords and 85 touchdowns. 


’96 SCHEDULE 


PASSING ry 
at fe By fd = AatS ug. 31. ~~ Nevada-Las Vegas 
(7 ] l 0, 7 ] 0) Att Comp Yarps Pct TD Int g g 
27 ‘East Carolina 7 | Manning 380 244 2954 64.2 22 4 Sept. 7 UCLA 
| Copeland 7 49 71.4 0 0 
30 Georgia 27 ee F | Sept. 21 Florida 
37 Florida 620) Be Ave YAS 
| Graham 272) 14g PS Be 75° NZ Oct. 3 at Mississippi* 
52 Mississippi State 14 taving Az ie 
Copeland 14 73 5.2 21 2 | Oct. ] 2 at Georgia 
31 Oklahoma State (0) - RECEIVING 
Jeur Rai 31 YinsmANG D Oct. 26 Alabama 
Kent 69 1055 153 80 9| . 
Al Alabama 14 Nash 43 7a a Nov. 2 at South Carolina 
Staley 25 gg Ee Sao 
56 South Carolina 21 Kyler 21 27-1370 40 | Nov. 9 — atMemphis 
D>. Senter Alize 0 DEFENSIVE LEADERS ee er ee 
TACKLES: Galyon 91; Hines 78; Austin 77; Little 62; Jenk- | 
34 Kentucky 31 | ins 53; Sanders 52; Fair 50; Burton 46; Gaines 38. | N 23 Kent k 
| INTERCEPTIONS: Jenkins 4; Austin 3; Fair 2; Galyon 2 mdf  ilaara 
12 ~~ Vanderbilt 7 QB SACKS: Litile 11; White 9; Burton 6.5; Duff 3; Brown 3; ; 
Scene See? | Nov. 30 at Vanderbilt 
Cirrus BowL | TACKLES FOR LOSS: Little 14; Golyon 10; White 7; Hines 
20 Ohio State 14 | 4; Jenkins 3; Noel 3; Beron 3; Wilson 2; Coleman 2. | * Memphis, TN 


44 Linpy’s FooTsau. ANNUALS 


Wicker Accessories 


‘le Great Gift Items 
ears Available in White or Honey Finish Bulldogs 


' Wastebasket 
11”x9”x10” 
$33.00 ea. 


Wicker Lamp 
18” High 

. $89.00 ea. 

Magazine 

Rack 

22”x11”x22” 

$69.00 ea. 


To order call 1-800-615-4299 or fax 423-825-6457 


Send check or money order to (shipping and handling add $9.00): 


Sports Decor 


P.0. Box 414, Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 37350 


We accept Visa, MasterCard and Discover cards 


Herschel Walker. And he runs 
like Walker did in college, with 
great strength and breakaway 
ability. Graham bolted 75 yards 
for a touchdown against 
Alabama. And he’s consistent. 
He gained 100-plus yards in 11 
of 12 games last season. 

Not bad for a guy who had to 
make the adjustment from the 
veer he ran in high school to 
Tennessee’s I-formation. 

“What Jay Graham did last 
year was really quite astonishing 
— to have 1,400-plus yards and 
stay healthy and carry the ball as 
many times as he did (272),” Ful- 
mer said. 

Tennessee’s second-leading 
rusher last season, Mark Levine, 
had 197 yards on 42 carries — 
quite a drop-off from Graham’s 
impressive numbers. 

Graham’s carries might be 
down this season because the 
Vols have another talented tail- 
back who begs for playing time. 
Brian Darden, one of the nation’s 
top high school running backs in 
1994, sat out last season to 
become academically eligible. He 
enrolled in January. 

“We expect him to be a fac- 
tor,” Fulmer said. 

In part because of Darden, 
Tennessee experimented last 
spring with a split backfield, giv- 
ing the Vols one more weapon 


TYRONE HINES, LAST SEASON’S NO. 2 TACKLER WITH 78, COULD 
BE AN OUTSTANDING MIDDLE LINEBACKER IF HE STAYS HEALTHY. 


PHOTO BY BOB ROSATO 


Tennessee’s only offensive con- 
cern is the line. The Vols lost three 
players — Jason Layman, Jeff 
Smith and Bubba Miller — who 
started for more than three years. 

“If you drew up a perfect 
national championship team,” 
Fulmer said, “you'd have five fifth- 
year seniors in the offensive line. 
We don't have one.” 

The Vols project to start four 
juniors and a redshirt freshman. 
Three juniors — Robert Poole, 
Jarvis Reado and Trey Teague — 
have starting experience, but their 
combined career starts number 
less than 20. 

“We do have some youngsters 
that have some talent,” Fulmer 
said. “Teague, Poole and Reado 
are three pretty good guys to 
start with.” 

Fulmer said Teague, a con- 
verted defensive lineman, could 
play in the NFL. Poole started 
eight games last season, Reado 
five. Each of those three could 
play tackle or guard. 

Redshirt freshman Chad 
Clifton, a highly touted recruit, 
opened spring as the No. 1 right 
tackle. Sam Pinner and Brent 
Gibson figure to battle it out at 
center. Guard Diron Robinson is 
in the mix. 

Tennessee’s offense was more 
effective when it opened up the 
run with the pass. The Vols aver- 


on offense. 

Tennessee returns both of its 
fullbacks, bruising Chester Ford and Eric 
Lane, a converted tailback with running 
and pass-catching skills. 


NATION’Ss Best BACKFIELD 

Some experts rate Tennessee’s back- 
field as the nation’s best. 

“I don’t mind that,” Cutcliffe said. 
“You strive to get to that point. We've got 
good players at all the skill positions com- 
ing back. I wouldn't trade them.” 

The third element of the Vols’ terrific 
offensive trifecta is receiver Joey Kent, 
who set a school record with 69 catches. 
He also became the first Vol to surpass 
1,000 yards in receiving (1,055). And he 
scored nine touchdowns. 

Kent will be a primary focus of 
defenses because the Vols don’t have 
their usual array of receivers. Maurice 
Staley, UT’s third-leading receiver who 
was suspended for the spring semester 
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for academic reasons, will redshirt this fall 
if he returns at all. Greg Kyler, the No. 4 
receiver, was suspended for the spring 
after pleading guilty to an assault charge. 
His status was uncertain as of late April. 

Marcus Nash, who caught 43 passes 
for 512 yards, might be Tennessee’s most 
gifted wideout. He is 6-3, fast, runs fluid 
routes and is always open. His albatross is 
catching the ball; he dropped more than 
10 passes a year ago. 

The Vols are hoping converted quar- 
terback Jermaine Copeland, Andy McCul- 
lough, Peerless Price and/or Benjie 
Shuler breaks from the pack. They com- 
bined for 19 catches last season. 
Copeland has star potential. 

Tight end Scott Pfeiffer caught 13 
passes last season, but the most athletic 
tight end is converted tailback/defensive 
end Dustin Moore, who is 6-3, 252, runs 
a 4.7 and has good hands. 


aged a school-record 275.5 pass- 
ing yards per game. They failed to 

exceed 200 rushing yards per game for the 
first time this decade, averaging 179.3. 

Expect more of the same this season. 

Critics claim defense has cost Ten- 
nessee several big games. In the past 
three years, Florida has averaged 44.6 
points against the Vols. Alabama has 
scored late to avoid defeat. Penn State 
scored 42 and 31 points in bowl victories. 

Mindful of that, Fulmer has beaten the 
recruiting bushes in search of more ath- 
letic defenders. He might have the right 
mix. After Florida’s 62-point outburst last 
September, the Vols played solid defense, 
with the exception of a half against 
Arkansas and a half against Kentucky. 

The crowning achievement was hold- 
ing explosive Ohio State and Heisman 
winner Eddie George to 14 points in the 
Citrus Bowl. 

Fulmer said defensive coordinator 
John Chavis, a controversial hire a year 


1996 


VOLUNTEERS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
28 Raymond Austin DB Sr. 5-11 181 Lawion, OK 
48 Grey Barker RB. «5-11 221 Humboldt 
26 Shane Begnovd DB ok. «61 =188 —Lofoyette, LA 
94 Billy Beron DT Jr. 63 265 River Ridge, LA 
39 Lorry Binion P Sr. 63 190 Mesa, AZ 
23 James Braswell DB Sr. 5:9 187 Maryille 
91 Jonathan Brown DE Jr. 64 245 Tulsa, OK 
24 Shawn Bryson RB So. = 61 = 203 Franklin, NC 
92 Jeff Coleman DE So 64 237 Golfney, SC 
97 Ryon Collins TE Jr. «66-4 228) New Market 
67 Chad Clifton OG fr. 6&7 290 Martin 
6 Jermoine Copeland QB So. 6-4 210 Harriman 
90 Gralf Corby WR So, 63 197  Knowville 
8 Brian Darden RB Fr. «=6-0 190 Vicksburg, MS 
50 Bill Duff OT Jr. 63 260 Deron, NJ 
34 Tory Edge WR Jr, 5:9 181 Hampton, VA 
13° Teery Fair CB ode. «= 511-175 Phoenix, AZ 
46 Jeremy Fitzgerald RB So. +62 200 Dayton 
42. Kevin Foley RB Sr. «35:9 205 tinburg 
20 Chester Ford RB Sr. =60 +228 Danville, KY 
30 Cory Gaines FS Jr, = 5-11 :185 Baton Rouge, LA 
5) Brent Gibson Cc Sr, 64 275 Canton, NC 
25 Jay Graham TB Sr. +60 206 Concord, NC 
55 Ron Green DOT So, 61 265 Severna Park, MD 
4 Jeff Hall PK So, 60 182 Winchester 
75 Mercedes Hamilton OG So, 6:3 280 Woynesboro,GA 
47 Tyrone Hines 1B Sr. 6:2 226 Brownsville 
95 Chris Hogue P Jr, 61-188 Memphis 
52 Mark Ingrom C Sr, 60 = 243 Sneads Ferry, NC 
45 Nick Jester 1B Sr. +9360 212 Delray Beach, FL 
38 Greg Johnson 1B Sr. «60 194 Nashwille 
35. Shawn Johnson 1B Fr. «= 62-210 Louisville, KY 
34 Steve Johnson DB Jr. 5:11 175 Powder Spgs, GA 
1) Joey Kent WR Sr. 61-184 Huntsville, AL 
44 Craig King 1B Sr. 60 221 Asheville, NC 
79 Brod Lampley OT Jr. 65 262  Lovisville, KY 
5 Eric Lane RB Sr. «= 6:2 «217 East Orange, NJ 


Pos. Cass Hr, Wr. HOMETOWN 

58 Andrew Large C Sr. = 60 190 Kingsport 
19 Mark Levine T So. 5-11 177  Dolkos, 1X 

1 Leonard Little DE Jr. 63 230 Asheville, NC 
31 Robert Loudermik PK Fr. 6:2 164 Brentwood 
16 Peyton Manning QB oJ. «65 215 New Orleans, LA 
56 Ayan Martin 1B Fr. 62 230 Winchester 
88 AndyMcCullough WR Jr. 63 201 Dayton, OH 
86 Dustin Moore TE So. 63 226 Greeneville 
12. Marcus Nash WR Jr, 63-190 Tulso, OK 
60 Ralph Nelson OT Sr. 60 274 Kingsport | 
78 Will Newman OT So. 64 282 NewMarket 

9 Tori Noe! SS Jr. 60 182 Memphis 

7 Jason Porker FS Sr. «6-0 »=—-188 )~— Garland, TX 
98 Aniron Peebles B So. 6:3 227 Murlreesboro 
89 Scott Preiffer TE Sr. 6:5 245 St. louis, MO 

3 Ronnie Pillow 1B oJ. §=— 60195 Columbia 
59 Som Pinner OG J. 64 272 Memphis 
65 Robert Poole OT Jr. 63 291 Birmingham, AL 
41 Troy Pratt CB Sr. «5-11 170  Lofoyette, LA 
10 Jason Price QB St «60 185 Knoxville 
37 Peerless Price WR So. 60 175 Daylon,OH = | 
40. Billy Ratliff DE fr. 63 265 Magnolia, MS 
72 Jarvis Reado OT Jr. 65 284 Marrero, LA 
68 Spencer Riley OT fr. 64 273 NewMarket 
54 Diron Robinson le So. 63 262 Obklchoma City, OK 
87 John Sartelle TE Sr. 64 230 Memphis 
15. Tim Sewell DB So. 5-11 178 Columbia 
63 Jeremy Shadrick OG So. 64 285 Tul, OK 
81 Benjie Shuler WR Jr. = 6:2 175 Bryson City, NC 
29 Heath Smargiasso DB Sr. 5:11 193 New Wilmington, PA 
14 Shawn Snyder QB Fr. «63 205 Knoxville 
82 Owen Sullenger WR Sr. 62 181 Boca Raton, FL 
70 Trey Teague OG J 65 275 dockson 
57 Christopher West DT fr. 63 250 Runlord, ME 

2 Fred White SS. Fr. 5-11 185 Griffin, GA 
27 Al Wilson 1B So. 60 222 Jackson 

Roster and depth chart subject to change 


SPRING UPDATE 


ne of Tennessee's spring goals was to find 
a suitable backup for tailback Jay Gra- 
ham. The search will continue in August. 

Freshman Brian Darden didn’t make an imme- 
diate impact. He had 27 yards on 25 carries in 
his first two scrimmages, then broke loose for 16 
yards on five carries in a third scrimmage. 

Mark Levine, last season's second-leading 
rusher, and Shawn Bryson were tried on defense 
before switching back to offense. Levine worked at 
cornerback and Bryson at outside linebacker, each 
for about a week. The Vols also moved tailback 
Ronnie Pillow to outside linebacker, where he had 
an interception in his first full-scale scrimmage. 

@ Walk-on Shawn Snyder made a strong bid 
to be considered the Vols’ No. 2 quarterback, 
showing arm strength, accuracy and a greater 
knowledge of the offensive system. He got more 
reps because last season’s backup, Jermaine 
Copeland, hurt his knee midway through practice 
and missed more than a week. 


@ Larry Binion, who had the worst punting 
average in the SEC among regulars last season, | 
averaged 43.0 yards with good hang time on 10 | 
punts during one scrimmage. Fulmer said it’s the 
best Binion has punted since the junior-college | 
transfer has been on campus. 

@ Receiver Greg Kyler and outside linebacker 
Anthony Hampton, who pleaded guilty to assault 
and were suspended from the team during the 
spring, were suspended from the summer semester 
by the university. They are expected to return to the 
team in the fall, though they might face a suspen- 
sion of a game or two. 

@ Two position changes paid dividends dur- 
ing the spring. Safety Ray Austin was moved to 
cornerback and fared well. Billy Ratliff and his 
280 pounds were moved from middle linebacker 
to defensive end, where he drew praises from UT's 
coaches. Also, defensive tackle Mercedes Hamil- 
ton was switched to the offensive line. 

— Jimmy Hyams 


OFFENSE 


NuMBER QUARTERBACK YEAR 

16 Peyton Manning* Junior 

6 Jermaine Copeland Sophomore 
25 Jay Graham* Senior 
19 Mark Levine Sophomore | 
Numer RUNNING BACK YEAR 
20 Chester Ford* Senior 
5 Eric Lane Senior 

Numeer Wibe RECEIVER YEAR 

| 12 Marcus Nash* Junior 

| 88 Andy McCullough Junior 
Numer Wibe Réceiver YEAR 

W Joey Kent* Senior 

| 81 Benjie Shuler Junior 
Numer TiGHT END YEAR 
89 Scott Pfeiffer* Senior 

| 86 Dustin Moore Sophomore 
Number Lert TACKLE YEAR 

| 70 Trey Teague Junior 

| 79 Brad Lampley Junior 
Numser Lert GuarD YEAR 
75 Mercedes Hamilton Sophomore 
63 Jeremy Shadrick Sophomore 
54 Diron Robinson Sophomore 
51 Brent Gibson Senior 
Number Richt Guaro YEAR 
67 Chad Clifton Freshman 

| 59 Sam Pinner Junior 
Numaer RIGHT TACKLE YEAR 

| 65 Robert Poole* Junior 
72 Jarvis Reado Junior 


*Returning Starter 


— DEFENSE — 


Numser Lert END YEAR 
1 Leonard Litlle* Junior 
| 40 Billy Ratliff Freshman 
50 Bill Duff Junior 
68 Spencer Rile Freshman 
94 Billy Beron* Junior 
55 Ron Green Sophomore 
Numeer RicHT END YEAR 
| 91 Jonathan Brown Junior 
| 92 Jeff Coleman Sophomore 
NuMBER STRONG LINEBACKER YEAR 
27 Al Wilson Sophomore 
35 Shawn Johnson Freshman 
Numer Mipbte LINEBACKER YEAR 
47 Tyrone Hines* Senior 
| 98 Antron Peebles Sophomore | 
wr Craig King Senior 
45 Nick Jester Senior 
Numer Lert CORNERBACK YEAR 
| 28 Raymond Austin* Senior 
34 Steve Johnson Junior 
NuMBER RIGHT CORNERBACK YEAR 
13 Terry Fair* Junior 
15 Tim Sewell Sophomore 
Numer STRONG SAFETY YEAR 
9 Tori Noe!* Junior 
2 Fred White Freshman 


YEAR 
Senior 
Junior 


Numer Free SAFETY 
iv Jason Parker 
| 30 Cory Gaines 


| 
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PEYTON MANNING’S CAREER COMPLETION PERCENTAGE (.633) AFTER TWO SEASONS 


1S THE BEST IN SEC HISTORY. LAST SEASON HE PASSED FOR 22 TOUCHDOWNS. 


ago, passed his first season with “flying 
colors.” The Vols were third in the SEC in 
run defense, fourth in total defense and 
fifth in scoring defense. 

With seven starters back, Fulmer has 
reason for optimism. 

The strength is the secondary, not a 
bad place to start when you're trying to 
stop Florida. The Vols lose star corner- 
back DeRon Jenkins, but free safety 
Jason Parker, suspended from school last 
fall for making unauthorized long-distance 
phone calls, is back. Parker is a three-year 
starter who was a preseason All-American 
a year ago. 

“Jason has paid the price,” Fulmer 
said. “He took his medicine with a good 
attitude. He’s anxious to prove himself as 
a good player and a good person.” 

Three other starters return in the sec- 
ondary: free safety Raymond Austin, 
strong safety Tori Noel and cornerback 
Terry Fair. Austin moved to cornerback in 
the spring to make room for Parker. 

Cory Gaines, Steve Johnson and 
Heath Smargiasso are experienced 
reserves. Plus, the Vols signed six defen- 
sive backs, led by prep All-American 
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Dwayne Goodrich, rated among the 
nation’s top cornerback prospects. 


The defensive line is led by All-Amer- 
ican candidate Leonard Little, who had 
11 sacks, 18 pressures and 14 tackles 
behind the line. Little, a converted out- 
side linebacker, weighs 242 pounds and 
runs a 4.4. 

Fulmer said Little's dominance com- 
pares favorably with former Vol All-Amer- 
ican Reggie White. 

Finding a complement to Little is a 
key. Freshman middle linebacker Billy 
Ratliff, who sat out last season because of 
a stress fracture, bulked up from 255 to 
282 pounds and was moved to defensive 
end. He reportedly kept his 4.7 speed. 

Jeff Coleman, bothered by foot prob- 
lems, and Jonathan Brown, who had 
three sacks but seems to be a step slow, 
are other candidates to replace Steve 
White and his nine sacks. 

Junior college signee Cory Terry, 
rated the No. 2 junior-college prospect 
in the nation by SuperPrep, and high 
school standout Shaun Ellis, who had 35 


sacks as a senior, could make an immedi- 
ate impact. 

Bill Duff, Billy Beron and Ron Green 
will help ease the loss of defensive tackle 
Shane Burton, a 6-6, 300-pounder who 
had 6.5 sacks. Duff was terrific in the Citrus 
Bowl. Beron is a demon against the run. 
Green, a former gymnast who sings in a 
gospel group at UT, is the most athletic. 

Tyrone Hines, last season’s No. 2 
tackler with 78, could be an outstanding 
middle linebacker if he stays healthy. He’s 
been bothered by injuries for two years 
and a sore knee limited his spring work. 

The Vols are unproven at a key spot 
— outside linebacker. Leading tackler 
Scott Galyon and Jesse Sanders will be 
hard to replace. Sophomore Al Wilson, a 
222-pound ball of muscle who runs a 4.4, 
is a superb athlete. Senior Nick Jester, 
redshirted last season because of an 
injury, could be the other starter. 

Craig King, the team’s hardest hitter 
who broke a blocking sled last fall, tried 
his hand at outside linebacker, but he was 
limited in the spring by knee problems. 
King is more adept at inside linebacker. 

Anthony Hampton, a projected starter, 
was suspended from spring practice. He 
pleaded guilty to assault in the same case 
with Kyler. His status is uncertain. 

Jeff Hall, who made All-SEC as a red- 
shirt freshman, heads the special teams. 
Hall made 16 of 25 field-goal attempts, 
including a game-winning 34-yarder 
against Georgia, a 53-yarder against Okla- 
homa State, and four long-distance efforts 
in a three-point win over Kentucky. 

Punter Larry Binion excelled at the 
pooch punt, but he averaged only 35.9 
yards and was inconsistent. The Vols 
signed a prep All-American in David 
Leaverton, who averaged 43.1 yards and 
kicked a 62-yard field goal. Binion might 
get a quick hook if he struggles early. 

Tennessee has had one of the 
nation’s leading kickoff or punt returners 
for the past several seasons. Terry Fair, 
who returned eight kicks for touchdowns 
in high school, will handle both duties. In 
a backup role last season, he averaged 
27.7 yards on six kickoff returns and 14.6 
yards on five punt returns. 

Tennessee’s schedule is favorable. 
The Vols play nine games in the state of 
Tennessee, and host Florida and Alabama 
after open dates. The toughest road game 
is at Georgia on Oct. 12. But the Vols 
have two extra days to prepare because 
the Ole Miss game has been moved to 
Thursday, Oct. 3, for ESPN. 

— Jimmy Hyams 
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SEC LEAGUE LEADERS 


RUSHING PASS RECEIVING 

Name, SCHOOL G Car Yarps Avc TD Yps/G Name, SCHOOL Games Rec Yps TD Rec/G 
| Moe Williams, Kentucky 11 294 1600 5.4 17 145.5 | Chris Doering, Florida 12 70: O45" ~ 17 5.8 

| Jay Graham, Tennessee Ul 22725 TASB." 5:3" 128 1180:7 Joey Kent, Tennessee 1] 69 1055 9 6.3 

| Madre Hill, Arkansas 1253077 13876 FA SS TSISs | J.J. Meadors, Arkansas 12 62 584 2 5.2 
Jermaine Johnson, Vanderbilt Wt 2267 "072? 64.0" a 975 | Eric Moulds, Mississippi State 10 62 172 8 G2 
Keffer McGee, Mississippi State 11 235 1072 4.6 13 97.5 Stanley Pritchett, South Carolina 11 62 664 4 5.6 
Stephen Davis, Auburn Wl 180s. 1068; “S29 14) = 97:7 Sheddrick Wilson, LSU 11 60 845 6 5.5 | 

| Dou Innocent, Mississippi 9192). 3868" 4:5) 225 | 96:4 Willie Gosha, Auburn 1] 58 6681 0), @w5:3 

| Dennis Riddle, Alabama 1] 236 969 4.11 8 88.1 Zola Davis, South Carolina 1] 58 911 9 5.3 
Kevin Faulk, LSU LOti174s: 5852. GA Or egw G85? Ike Hilliard, Florida 1] S7? 1008. NS S12 

| Elijah Williams, Florida Vile HAS 4858) 76 7 178)0 | LeMay Thomas, Mississippi ia 56 801 3h so | 

INTERCEPTIONS TOTAL OFFENSE 

Name, SCHOOL Games Int Yos TD _ Int/G Name, SCHOOL Games RusH Pass Totat Yps/G 
Kevin Jackson, Alabama 9 5 46 1 0.6 Danny Wuerffel, Florida 11-141) 3266 «©3125 = 284.1 
Spencer Brown, Arkansas 1] 5 43 0 0.5 Steve Taneyhill, South Carolina 1] 38 3094 3056 277.8 
Walt Harris, Mississippi State 1] 4 62 ] 0.4 | Peyton Manning, Tennessee 1] 6 2954 2960 269.1 
Deshea Townsend, Alabama 11 4 40 0 0.4 | | Patrick Nix, Auburn 1] 64 2574 2638 239.8 

| DeRon Jenkins, Tennessee i 4 33° 0) 0.4 | Derrick Taite, Mississippi State 11 16 2241 2257 205.2 | 

| Ralph Staten, Alabama 9 3 74 1 0.3 Barry Lunney, Arkansas 12 65 2181 2246 187.2 | 
Raymond Austin, Tennessee 9 3 i) 0 O!3: 7 | Josh Nelson, Mississippi 10” ~=160' 1675) “1515: Vt51.5 
Corey Johnson, Georgia 9 3 OO OP 08 Moe Williams, Kentucky 11 1600 0 1600 145.5 
Clarence Lenton, |SU 9 3 27 0 0.3 Brian Burgdorf, Alabama 9 48 1200 1248 138.7 

| Del Delco, Arkansas 1] 3 62 ] 0.3 | Jay Graham, Tennessee 11 1438 0 1438 130.7 | 

FIELD GOALS PUNTING 

Name, SCHOOL Games FGA FG Pct Name, SCHOOL GAMES No Ybs Avc 
Jeff Hall, Tennessee 11 25 16 64.0 1.5 | Chad Kessler, \SU 1] 47 2072 44.1 
Matt Hawkins, Auburn 11 15 13 87.0 1:2 Bill Marinangel, Vanderbilt 11 70 2986 42.7 
Andre’ Lafleur, LSU 1 19 135° 68,0 12 Andy Russ, Mississippi State 1 49 2031 41.5 
Tim Montz, Mississippi i [9 13s 68:0 1k? Hayden Stockton, Alabama 1 64 2617 40.9 

| Kanon Parkman, Georgia 1] 19 13) 68:07 71-2 | Lonny Calicchio, Mississippi 1] 49 1966 40.1 | 
Todd Latourette, Arkansas 12 21 VA 67:0; Te Matt Hawkins, Auburn 1] 40 1604 40.1 
Michael Proctor, Alabama a Toe PT) SSS OR ILO | Dax Langley, Georgia a 45 1778 39.5 

| Steve Yenner, Vanderbilt 11 14 a SHOn 017. | Matt Wait, Arkansas 12 59 2275 38.6 

| Reed Morton, South Carolina 11 10 7 70.0 0.6 | — |Derwin Jeffcoat, South Carolina 10 51 1959 ~—s-38.4 
Bart Edmiston, Florida 12 12 Or SOOO O'S | Robby Stevenson, Florida 12 33 1264 38.3 

PASSING 

PASSING Games Att Comp INT Pct Yobs TD RATING 
Danny Wuerffel, Florida 1] 325 210 10 64.6 3266 35 178.4 | 
Eric Kresser, Florida 9 112 65 2 58.0 992 12 164.2 
Steve Taneyhill, South Carolina 1] 389 261 9 67.1 3094 29 153.9 
Peyton Manning, Tennessee 11 380 244 4 64.2 2954 22 146.5 
Patrick Nix, Auburn 1] 331 201 9 60.7 2574 15 135.6 
Brian Burgdorf, Alabama 9 162 96 7 59.3 1200 9 131.2 

| Barry Lunney, Arkansas 12 292 180 10 61.6 2181 12 131.1 

| Paul Head, Mississippi 9 113 70 2 61.9 748 5 128.6 
Hines Ward, Georgia 10 112 69 3 61.6 872 2 127.5 
Billy Jack Haskins, Kentucky a 154 93 6 60.4 1176 4 125.3 
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‘Option Two’ Gets His Chance as Lead Dawg 


after Georgia athletic director Vince 

Dooley had hired Jim Donnan from 
Marshall University as football coach fol- 
lowing Glen Mason’s stunning announce- 
ment that he was staying at Kansas. 

Dooley’s phone rang. On the other 
end of the line was Donnan. 

“Coach,” Donnan said, “I’ve changed 


|. was late December, a couple of days 


my ... 
Instantly, Dooley feared the worst. 

“I thought he was going to say, ‘I’ve 
changed my mind,’ ” Dooley said. “He 
kind of pauses when he speaks anyway. 
So I thought, ‘OK, option 3.’ ” 

Did Dooley have a third option? 

“Oh, yes. You've always got to have a 
triple option.” 

Fortunately, there was no need to 
look for the pitch man or scramble. Don- 
nan merely called to say, “I've changed 
my phone number.” 

Whew! Close call. The last thing 
Georgia needed was more turmoil, what 
with three consecutive lackluster seasons, 
including a catastrophe-filled 1995 result- 
ing in the first upheaval at the top of the 
program in 30 years, followed by Mason's 
Christmas Day reverse. 

Besides, this seemed like such a per- 
fect match, Donnan and Georgia. 


1995: 6-6 overall, 3-5 SEC (3rd East) 

COACH: Jim Donnan — First Year at Georgia Overall: 64-21-0, 6 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 7 Offense, 6 Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Mike Bobo, RB Robert Edwards, DB Corey Johnson, P Dax 
Langley, OT Adam Meadows, WR Hines Ward 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Dig this: The Bulldogs figure they must have used up their 
injury misfortune last season, so this should be their turn to stay relatively healthy. 


Mason’s hiring didn’t exactly have 
Dogs fans barking in the streets. Despite 
his impressive resume, many Georgia sup- 
porters bemoaned his absence of South- 
ern roots. 

The only thing “north” about Donnan 
is he hails from North Carolina. He won 
instant approval of the masses at his first 
press conference when he said, “I don’t 
mind eatin’ grits.” Whereas Mason was 
ambivalent about leaving Kansas, Donnan 
coveted the chance to run a program so 
rich with tradition. 

“It’s a job,” he said, “that gets any- 
body’s attention.” 

Laboring for 21 seasons as an assis- 
tant and another six in relative anonymity 
at West Virginia’s Marshall, the 51-year- 
old Donnan can appreciate this opportu- 
nity better than most. 

“This is what he’s been preparing 
for,” Dooley said. “It probably didn’t hap- 
pen as soon as he would have liked. But 
he’s certainly paid his dues in order to get 
this opportunity.” 

Paid in full. 

Donnan played quarterback at N.C. 
State (he led the Wolfpack to a 14-7 Lib- 
erty Bowl victory over Georgia in 1967). 
His coaching career includes stops at N.C. 
State, Florida State and North Carolina. He 


They have some outstanding talent in the backfield and at receiver. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: They're not much deeper now than they were last year, when 
a handful of key injuries all cropped up at the same time and devastated the ball- 
club. The team has lost some of its swagger, too, and if the lines aren’t fortified, 
Georgia will be setting itself up for disappointment. 

OVERVIEW: A solid talent base and renewed optimism with new coach Jim Donnan 
puts Georgia in a nice, building mode. With three home non-league games, the 
Dogs play seven games at home this season, which won’t hurt a bit. 


also was Barry Switzer’s offensive coordi- 
nator at Oklahoma in 1985 when the 
Sooners won the national championship. 

In truth, Dooley gave Donnan strong 
consideration even before selecting Mason. 

“He wasn’t my first choice, but at the 
same time | had wrestled with the two of 
them,” Dooley said. “I almost could have 
flipped a coin. On the way home (from 
interviewing Donnan) I went back and 
forth. One minute I wanted Donnan, the 
next minute I wanted Mason. But I had to 
make a decision. It could have very easily 
been Donnan.” 

The separating factor was Mason's 
proven ability as a major college head 
coach. Indeed, he has brought the Jay- 
hawks national respectability after several 
years of embarrassment. 

But Donnan’s record in six years at 
Marshall was no less impressive. After 
going 6-5 in his first season, Donnan built 
the Thundering Herd into a Division LAA 
national power. In the past four years, 
Marshall posted a 58-16 record and 
reached the Division I-AA championship 
game four times, winning it all in 1992. 

Whether Donnan can lead a major- 
college program to similar prominence is 
another question. It’s a question he'd 
rather answer with results than rhetoric. 
For one thing, he doesn’t want to sound 
boastful. For another, he understands the 
bottom-line nature of coaching, particu- 
larly at a place such as Georgia, where 
winning is fairly important. 

“I'm really not as concerned about 
that as other people,” he said. “I don’t 
worry about being able to handle the dif- 
ference. I understand the depth and scope 
of the program. This is a very easy move 
for me from that standpoint.” 

As one who's been there, done that, 
Auburn’s Terry Bowden believes Donnan 
won't have any trouble. Of course, match- 
ing Bowden's immediate success — 20 
consecutive wins without a loss, including 


THE SECONDARY, LED BY FREE SAFETY COREY 
JOHNSON (27), IS STOCKED WITH TALENT. 
PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 
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BULLDOGS RECRUITING 


Nane / Posmon Size HOMETOWN HiGH ScHoot / CoueGE 


Roland BAILEY DB 6-1, 180 Folkston Charlton County 

| Parade All-American @ USA Today honorable mention All-American Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super 
Southern 100 @ All-State @ Three-time team MVP @ As a senior, rushed for 1,858 yards and 28 touch- 
| downs, threw for 277 yards and had 36.5 tackles with two interceptions. 


Ronnie BRADLEY RB 5-11, 230 Albany Georgia Military JC 

As a sophomore, helped team to 10-1 record and No. 4 national ranking while sbi 8s for 1,189 yards 
and 12 touchdowns @ In 1994, rushed 65 times for 433 yards and four touchdowns @ As a senior, 
rushed for over 1,000 yards @ All-Region @ Four-year starter. 


Michael BRYSON WR 6-4, 200 Wilmington, DE Volley Forge Militory College 
As a sophomore, led team in receiving @ Had 48 career catches for 1,190 yards and 17 touchdowns @ | 
High school All-State @ As a senior, had 860 yards receiving with 17 touchdowns # Averaged 28.4 points 
per game in junior college basketball. 


Orantes GRANT LB 6-2, 200 Ailanto Dunwoody 

BlueChip Illustrated All-Region @ All-State @ County Defensive Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 92 | 
unassisted tackles, 38 assists, 17 tackles for loss and one interception Carried the ball 78 times for 570 
yards @ Three-year starter. 


Michael GREER WR 5-11, 170 Athens Clarke Central | 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Top 50 in Georgia @ Two-time All-Area @ All-State @ Had 1,983 career 
receiving yards. 


| Eric HALL WR 6-1, 165 Stone Mountain Lithonia 

| BlueChip Illustrated honorable mention All-Southeast Region # All-County @ As a senior, caught eight 
posses for 156 yards and two touchdowns Averaged over 21 yards on five punt returns @ Two-year 
starter @ Team co-captain @ State champion in 100-meter and 200-meter dash. 


James HINES PK 5-10, 170 Marietta Marietta 
| All-County # As a senior, kicked 34 of 37 extra points and 85 percent of kickoffs in endzone 


| Adrian HOLUNGSHED LB 6-3, 215 Fort Volley Peach County 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Top 50 @ All-State # Macon Telegraph Sweet 16 As a senior, had 142 | 
| tackles # Two-year starter. | 


| 

Cletidus HUNT DL 6-4, 285 Memphis, TN Northwest Mississippi CC 
Second-team junior college All-American In 1995, had 61 total tackles (47 solo}, six quarterback sacks, 
12 tackles for loss, two forced fumbles and 42 quarterback pressures @ SuperPrep rated No. 6 defensive 
lineman nationally @ USA Today honorable mention All-American @ As a prep senior, had 14 quarterback 
| sacks, three blocked punts and two blocked extra points @ Three-year starter on defensive line and two- | 
| year starter on offensive line. 


Jonas JENNINGS OL 6-4, 286 East Point Tri Cities 
BlueChip Illustrated All-Southeast Region @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Top 50 in Georgia Team offen- | 
sive and defensive MVP Four-year starter # Member of bosketball and track teams. | 


Jevaris JOHNSON TE 6-5, 220 Anniston, AL Anniston 
Second-team All-County @ As a senior, had 15 receptions for 250 yards and two touchdowns @ Member 
of state championship team in 1994 @ Two-yeor starter. 


Patrick PASS RB 


Brady PATE OL/DL 6-5, 250 Dallas, TX Plano 
All-District @ As a senior, helped team to 9-2 record @ Become a starter midway through junior year. 
| Brad REGISTER DL 6-4, 258 Roswell Chattahoochee 


| 2,260 yards and 23 touchdowns @ Career passing totals of 5,109 yards and 46 touchdowns. 


Name / Posmion Size HOMETOWN HiGu Scuoot / Couece 


Brett MILLICAN RB 6-0, 190 Lilburn Parkview | 
USA Today honorable mention All-Americon @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Top 50 in Georgia @ All-State 
@ Hod 37 straight games with over 100 yards rushing @ Career rushing total of 6,392 yards with 79 
touchdowns @ Member of track team @ Scholar-Athlete 


Thaddeus PARKER WR 5-10, 160 Atlanta Crim 

Allanta Journal-Constitution Top 50 in Georgia @ Honorable mention All-State @ Had 367 career rushing 
yards, 1,989 receiving yards and 2,308 return yards with 37 touchdowns @ Three-year starter with 4,664 
all-purpose yards @ Member of track and soccer teams. 


6-0, 200 Tucker Tucker 
USA Today All-American @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Top 50 in Georgia @ Two-time All-State @ As a 
senior, scored 13 touchdowns @ Had 5,046 career rushing yords @ Team captain, 


al 
BlueChip Illustrated All-Region # Macon Telegraph Sweet 16 @ North Fulton Player of the Year @ All-State 
@ Asa senior, had 93 tackles and 11 quarterback sacks @ Four-year storler @ National Honor Society. 


Rich ROBICH MLB 6-3, 242 Bradenton, FL Hutchinson CC 

Played as true freshman at Ole Miss @ J.C. Gridwire junior college All-American # Voted conference's best 
linebacker @ Had 147 tackles and two interceptions in 12 games uHigh school All-State @ Helped prep 
team to 15-0 record and state championship. 


Cory ROBINSON CB 6-0, 180 Tucker Tucker 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution Top 50 in Georgia @ Macon Telegraph Sweet 16 @ All-State @ As a senior, 
had 64 tackles and three punts returned for touchdowns # Had 10 career interceptions @ Scored six touch 
downs as a tailback @ Track team member. | 


Reginald STARGILL OL 63,275 laGronge Troup 
BlueChip Illustrated All-Southeast Region @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Top 50 in Georgia @ All-West | 
Georgia @ Team MVP @ Three-year starter @ Team captain @ Member of track and wresting teams. 


Marcus STROUD DE 6-6, 266 Quitman Brooks County 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ All- 
State @ As a senior, had 76 tackles, eight quarterback sacks and two fumble recoveries @ Hod 25 recep: | 
tions for 307 yards and one touchdown @ Member of basketball team # National Honor Society. 


Chad TALTON LB 6-4, 195 Rockmart Paulding County 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution Top 50 in Georgia @ As a senior, rushed 82 times for 1,231 yards and 21 
touchdowns @ Completed 40 398 passes for 827 yards and five touchdowns @ Had 26 tackles, two inter- 
ceptions and four quarterback sacks @ As c freshmen and sophomore, had 1,500 yards receiving with 20 
touchdowns @ Member of baseball team. 


Michael USRY QB 6-4, 208 Tallahassee, FL North Florida Christian 
BlueChip Illustrated All-American @ USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Two-time All-State # 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ As a senior, had 129 completions on 278 attempts for 
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(6-6-0, 3-5-0) PASSING Aug. 31 Southern Mississippi 
A Yarps Pct 
42 — South Carolina 23 Word JL A a Se a 3 Sept. 14 — at South Carolina 
| Bobo 89 54 818 607 5 2 
Smith 109 9 z 
27 Tennessee 30 ae R a EE Sept. 21 Texas Tech 
: USHING 
40 New Mexico State 13 SS ESS SS A isgl tt’ 
Yarps __ AvG Oct. 5 at Mississippi State 
10 Mississippi 18 Kirtsey 134 603) 45 38S 
Edwards 45 325 7.2 65 6 Oct. 12 Tennessee 
(0) Alabama 31 Ward 70 248 3.5 27 2 
RECEIVIN Oct: M19 NV ilt 
19 Clemson 17 eee Ne ance 
No YarDds  AvG 
17. Vanderbilt 6 Daniels 46° 726 «158 SA'S Oct. 26 at Kentucky 
| Hunter 44 574 13.1 48 3 
12 Kentucky 3 Ward 18 250 a | te 50 te nO Nov. 2. Florida* 
; DEFENSIVE LEADERS 
17 Florida 52 Nov. 16 — at Auburn 
TACKLES: Marshall 128; Bright 93; Daniels 82; Johnson, C. 
31 Auburn 37 76; Tolbert 74; Ferguson 69; Love 61; Sims 54; Benton 51. Nov. 23. Mississippi 
INTERCEPTIONS: Johnson, C. 3. at ississipp 
18 Georgia Tech 17 QB SACKS: Daniels 4; Watts 3; Smart 3; Ferguson 2; Ben- ; 
ton 2; Smith, D. 2; Hunter 2. Nov. 30 Georgia Tech 
PEACH BOWL TACKLES FOR LOSS: Daniels 7; Tolbert 5; Ferguson 5; | 
27 Virginia 34 Drayton 5; Watts 5; Benton 4. = Jacksonville, FL 
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In life, there’s no practice. Every day is the real thing. And you've got to be ready. Thats where 


we can help. Sunfrust has the ability and experience to help you with day-to-day things like 
checking and credit cards, as well as long-term needs like mortgages and retirement planning. 


So no matter what life throws your way, with Surlrust behind you, you'll be ready to put on 


your game face and take on the world. 
SUNTRUST 
Be Ready For Life 


Member FDIC/Equal Housing Lender.©1995 SunTrust is a registered service mark belonging exclusively to SunTrust Banks, Inc. 


an 11-0 debut season in 1993 — might 
be asking a tad much. 

“Piece of cake. Easy. You just win all 
of them,” Bowden quipped. “Like myself, 
Jim came in with a lot of background 
experience. It’s not like he just started 
coaching or he was born yesterday. As far 
as getting 24 hours in a day, it runs 
exactly the same. As far as coaching, run- 
ning the staff meetings and all that, you 
do the same things. The athletes are a lit- 
tle bigger, the stadiums are bigger, but 
everything else is the same. 

“This is a very successful coach. Every 
indicator you look at would say he’s going 
to be a successful coach at Georgia.” 

Donnan does admit, however, the 
peripheral duties — handling the media 
and boosters — can be a distraction. 

“My real niche in this area is on the 
field, coaching ball,” he said. “That’s what 
I like more than anything. There’s a lot of 
hats you've got to wear outside of coach- 
ing that keeps you from doing that as 
much as you'd like to.” 


Donnan inherits a program desper- 
ately needing a boost in self-esteem. In 
Ray Goff’s last three years, the Bulldogs 
went 17-16-1. In the ’90s, they haven't 
beaten Florida or Tennessee, their top 
two divisional rivals, five of those losses 
decided by 30 or more points. Eight of 
their last 10 losses overall have come 
against ranked opponents. 

“Our players have to experience the 
reality of beating some of those better 
teams,” Donnan said. “One thing we've 
got to do is develop a sense of direction in 
our program.” 

Last season, in terms of misfortune, 
was downright ridiculous. Injuries crippled 
the Dogs. They were so snake-bitten, it 
seemed, even many of Goff's harshest 
critics grew sympathetic. 

Georgia’s troubles began in the sec- 
ond game of the season against Ten- 
nessee, when tailback Robert Edwards — 
who already had rushed for 351 yards six 
quarters into the season — broke his foot. 

Two games later, quarterback Mike 
Bobo — who was ranked in the top five 
nationally in passing efficiency — broke a 
bone in his knee. Out for the season. 

In all, Georgia started — started — 
three quarterbacks, six tailbacks and four 
fullbacks. Additionally, at one point the 
Bulldogs had to play without their best 
backups, their best defensive lineman 
(Travis Stroud) and their best linebacker 
(Randall Godfrey). 
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HINES WARD PLAYED QUARTERBACK LAST YEAR, BUT REALIZES PLAYING 
RECEIVER GIVES HIM THE BEST CHANCE FOR A CAREER IN PRO FOOTBALL, 
PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 


But some of their costliest wounds 
were self-inflicted: Brice Hunter's costly 
dropped pass on third down against Ten- 
nessee with the game tied and Georgia 
driving; a blocked field goal, a fumble and 
an interception all returned for touch- 
downs by Alabama; an 83-yard kickoff 
return by Virginia's Demetrius Allen in the 
last minute of the Peach Bowl. 

One play against Alabama, nearly lost 
in the rubble of the whole season, typified 
the agony and frustration. Despite strug- 
gling all day, the Dogs appeared to give 
themselves new hope. Trailing 17-0 in the 
third quarter, tailback Larry Bowie — who 
already had 94 yards on the day — 
plunged into the end zone for a touch- 
down. The point after would cut the mar- 
gin to 10. 

But wait. An illegal procedure penalty 
nullified the touchdown. Aaaaand ... 

Bowie pulled a groin muscle on the 
play and missed the rest of the game. In 
fact, he gained only 38 yards the rest of 
the season. 

The weirdness took a tragic turn in 
the off-season when former offensive 


coordinator Wayne McDuffie, who was 
not retained by Donnan, committed sui- 
cide at his home in Tallahassee, Fla. 

“Without a doubt,” said offensive 
tackle Adam Meadows, “it’s been one of 
the toughest years here. We had to over- 
come a lot on the field just to win six 
games and we had to overcome a lot off 
the field, losing Coach McDuffie.” 

Still, Donnan believes Georgia's pro- 
gram is far from bankrupt of talent. Just 
running a tad in the red, maybe. Though 
he yearned for a major college job, he had 
no interest in giving up his security at 
Marshall to “re-establish a program.” The 
fans’ expectations, however exalted, do 
not exceed his own. 

“The bottom line is you measure suc- 
cess in degrees,” he said. “Success at 
Georgia is not measured in going 6-5. ... 
We’re intending on competing for the 
championship.” 


The Dogs lost only eight starters from 
the offense and defense (plus placekicker 
Kanon Parkman). The return of Hines 
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BULLDOGS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos, Ciass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 


Pos. Class Hr. 


Jr. 6-2 235 Birmingham, AL 
J. 58 167 Newnon 
Sr. 6-2 207 Norcross 
ke. = 63-247 Duluth 
Fr. 5-11 180. Forsyth 
81 Matt Dickson Sr. 5-10 172 Cohutta 
47 Robert Edwards Je. 6-2 208 Tennille 
8 Jon England QB Fr. 62 199 Duluth 
92 Jason Ferguson OT Sr. 65 305 Nettleton, MS 
| 69 Antonio Fleming OG J. 64 299 Edison 

26 Craig Ford P/PK Jr. 65 209 Marietta 

7 Glenn Ford CB So. 58 182 Columbus 


59 Rahmon Cooper 
83 Drew Cronic 

12 Juan Doniels 

91 Brent Davis 

10 Quentin Davis 


80 Corey Allen SE Jr. 63 200 Riverdale 
31 Walter Atrice SS. Fr. 61 195 Decatur 
| 30 Robert Amaud TR So. =6&1 202 Morrow 
5_ Ronald Bailey CBJ. 60 187 Folkston 
70 Resty Beodles OG S. 63 294 Aloo 
14 Mike Bobo QB Jr 62 206 Thomasville 
45 Greg Bright MIB Jr 62 225 Moultrie 
60. Brooks Brodie c So. 63 260 Tilton 
87 Larry Brown TE So. 65 250 Decabr 
91 Derrick Byrd Bod. 6-5 257 BoxSprings 
32 Selma Calloway FR. = 5-11 200 Colquitt 
76 Damian Carson NG Jr 62 285 Calhoun 
17 Earl Chambers QB Fr 62 201 CollegePork 
33 Odell Collins FB OSr. «96-3240 Jefferson 
49 Lawson Cooper MIB So. 6-2 251 Houston, IX 
BK 
FIK 
FLK 
TE 
cB 
FLK 
TB 


37__Adrian Goodman WIB So. 6-2 206 Jackson 
41 Omori Hardwick CB Sr. 5-11 190 Stone Mountain 
77 Benjy Harris TE So. 64 225 Hoboken : 
13 Jeff Harris CB OFr. «6&1 =175 Jacksonville, FL 
73 Steven Herndon OT Fr. 65 299 laGrange 

Doug Huff G8 ke. 61 195 Monroe 


95 Marcus Hunter NG So. 63 257 Dophne, AL 
64 Kenley Ingram OL Jr. 62 320 Anson,NC 
27 Corey Johnson FS Sr. 5-11 190 Forest Pork 
54 DJ. Johnson SB Jr. 6-3 230 Memphis, TN 
61 Travis Johnson OG Jr. 64 269 Chorlte, NC 
56 Bryan Jones WIB Sr. 60 218 Jacksonville, FL 

1 Andy Kordion PK Jr. ~=6-2 (197 Martinez 
20 Torin Kirtsey T So. 60 175 Jacksonville, FL 

2 Dax Langley PK/P Jr. 62 178 Conyers 


86 Anthony Lonon TE Fr. 65 240 Syhonia 

9. Armin love $5 So. 61 192 Houston, TK 

50 Dustin Luckie Bo Fr. 6-2 220 Stone Mountain | 
53 Mike Luckie 1B Fr. 62 225 Stone Mountain | 
59 Miles Luckie DL fr. 62 265 Stone Mountain | 
1 Larry Mann FS Fr. 6-2 200 Allonto 


23 Chris McCranie FLK Sr. 

71 Adam Mecdows OT &. 
Kerry Millar OT So, 64 259 Chesterfield, MO 

93 Brandon Miller DT Fr. 63 280 Greensboro 

24 Rod Perrymond TB So. 5-1] 198 Dunwoody 


5-11 185 Moultrie 
6-7 280 Powder Springs 


78 David Powell OT Sr. 67 293 Roebuck, SC 

67 Matt Rabon SN Je. 6&1 = 212 Whiteville, NC 
82 KojoraRansom TEs Jr. ~— 63-252 _ St. Petersburg, FL 
29 Erik Robinson CB Je. 61205 Orlando, FL 


24 Ryan Sanderson PK Sr. =6-1 185 Valdosta 
43 Marisa Simpson FB Sr. 5-11 230 Noxcross 


22 Alondus Sims SS Sr. 61-194 Orlando, FL 
18 Trey Sipe SS Jr. 60 193 Bonaire 

4 Tony Small SE So. 63 209 Jacksonville, FL 
16 Kirby Smo FS So. 60 181 Bainbridge 
11 Brion Smith QB Sr. 63 205  Sportanburg, SC 
98 Jermaine Smith NG Sr. 63 275 Augusta | 
38 Marcus Smith FS. Jt. 63 201 Kathleen | 
46 Reggie Smith SS Jr. 63 190 Kathleen 
96 Paul Snellings 1B So. 64 277 \aGrange | 
85 Brod Stafford Ck 63 283 Georgetown, SC | 
74 Jeff Stephens _OL__Fr. 63 280 Chattanooga, TN | 
79 Matthew Stinchcomb OT So. 67 280 Lilbum 
66 Trovis Stroud NG J. 63 274 Allonto 
85 Michael Taylor TE So. 63 248 Columbus 
84 Chris Terry DE So. 67 260 Jacksonville, FL 
28 Brandon Tolbert SB os. =62 221 Villa Rica 
25 Gene Toodle DES. 63 242 Allnio 


90 Vasilios Travlos Di Fr. 63 285  longwood, FL 
68 Seon Tremblay OG So. 6&3 280 Pi Jeff Stoin, NY | 


15 Mike Usry QB Fr. 64 205  Tollahossee, FL 
19 Hines Ward SE Jr 61 194 Rex 
35 Dave Williams FB So. 6-1 208 Friendswood, TX 
44 Marcus Willioms WIB Sr. 6-1 240 Valdosta 
Roster and depth chart subject to change. 


SPRING UPDATE 


though quarterback Mike Bobo was held 
out of heavy drills due to the broken knee 
he suffered early last season, coaches and 

trainers are confident he will be ready for pre- 
season practice. Bobo did play in the spring 
game because quarterbacks were not hit. That in 
itself was a source of encouragement. 

“He has really been sharp. And man, what 
a competitive kid," said coach Jim Donnan. 

Donnan was also cautious with tailback 
Robert Edwards, holding him out of the spring 
game. Edwards appears to have fully recovered 
from his broken left foot. But he sprained his 
right ankle playing pickup basketball, when he 
came down hard on Hines Ward's foot. 

“To have those guys back is very reinforcing 
to the staff, and also to the players from a 
morale standpoint,” Donnan said. 

@ With Bobo learning the new system from 
the sidelines, the attention turned to the battle for 
his backup. Redshirt freshman Earl Chambers 


edged ahead of the pack because of his big-play 
ability as a runner or passer. 

He’s bigger than Ward and has a stronger 
arm. True freshman Mike Usry, a blue-chip 
recruit, took advantage of enrolling in school 
early. He had an impressive spring and moved 
ahead of redshirt freshman Jon England. 

Brian Smith gives the Dogs another capable 
backup. The senior started three games during 
midseason '95 and the Dogs won all three. 

@ Linebacker Greg Bright added 20 
pounds of muscle and moved inside to take Ran- 
dall Godfrey's old spot. He could be moved 
back outside, though, if junior-college signee 
Rich Robich meets expectations. 

@ Donnan called walk-on wide receiver 
Matt Dickson “the biggest surprise of the spring.” 

@ Senior nose guard Jermaine Smith moved | 
ahead of junior Travis Stroud, whose career has 
been plagued by injuries. 


— Guerry Clegg 


OFFENSE 


Numser QUARTERBACK 
14 Mike Bobo* Junior 
| 17 Earl Chambers Freshman 
32 Selma Calloway* Junior 
| 43 Marisa Simpson Senior | 
47 Robert Edwards Junior 
20 Torin Kirtsey* Sophomore 
12 Juan Daniels* Senior 
81 Matt Dickson Senior 
Numer Spur END YEAR 
| 19 Hines Ward Junior 
4 Tony Small Sophomore 
Numer TicHT END YEAR 
87 Larry Brown* Sophomore 
| 85 Michael Taylor Sophomore 
Nuper Lert TACKLE YEAR 
7) Adam Meadows* Senior 
73 Steve Herndon Freshman 
Numser Lert Guarp YEAR 
70 Resty Beadles* Senior 
| 64 Kenley Ingram Junior 
Numaer CENTER YEAR 
| 65 Brad Stafford Junior 
| 60 Brooks Brodie Sophomore | 
| 69 Antonio Fleming Junior | 
68 Seon Tremblay Sophomore 
NuMBER RIGHT TACKLE YEAR 
79 Matt Stinchcomb Sophomore 
Senior 


78 David Powell 


% Returning Storter 


— DEFENSE — 


Numer Lert END YEAR 
84 Chris Terry Sophomore 
25 Gene Toodle Senior 
Numer Lert TACKLE YEAR 
92 Jason Ferguson* Senior 
93 Brandon Miller Freshman 
Numper Nose TACKLE YEAR 
98 Jermaine Smith* Senior 
66 Travis Stroud Junior | 
96 Paul Snellings Sophomore 
| 91 Derrick Byrd Junior 
Numeer SAM LINEBACKER YEAR 
28 Brandon Tolbert* Junior 
| 54 D.J. Johnson Junior 
NumBer Mixe LINEBACKER YEAR 
45 Greg Bright* Junior 
49 Lawson Cooper Sophomore 
Numeer Witt LINEBACKER YEAR 
56 Bryan Jones Senior 
37 Adrian Goodman Sophomore 
NumBer Lert CORNERBACK YEAR 
7 Glenn Ford Sophomore 
| 73 Jeff Harris Freshman | 
Numser RiGHT CORNERBACK YEAR 
5 Ronald Bailey Junior 
10 Quentin Davis Freshman 
Number STRONG SAFETY YEAR 
18 Trey Sipe Junior | 
22 Alandus Sims* Senior 
NumBer Free SAFETY YEAR 
27 Corey Johnson* Senior 
| 16 Kirby Smart Sophomore 
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Ward to wide receiver will 
help offset the loss of Hunter. 
Bobo and Edwards are 
expected to be fully recovered 
from their injuries. With 
defensive coordinator Joe 
Kines retained, the defense 
will enter the season with con- 
tinuity for the first time in 
three years. 

Said Bowden: “I think 
they've got outstanding talent, 
as good as the better teams in 
the conference.” 

If healthy, this may be the 
most balanced Georgia team 
since 1992, when the Bull- 
dogs went 10-2 and finished 
the season ranked eighth in 
the country. The return of 
Bobo and Edwards gives them 
one of the most potent pass- 
ing-running tandems in the 
conference, possibly even the 
country. It also allows Ward to 
concentrate on one position 
(he started at receiver, running 


JUNIORS BRANDON TOLBERT (28, LEFT) AND GREG BRIGHT (45, RIGHT) 
ARE COMING OFF SOLID SEASONS AND SHOULD GET BETTER. 
PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 


Coaches took a look at 
Snellings at defensive end in 
spring practice. 

At linebacker, the loss of 
Godfrey shouldn’t pose any 
problems. Juniors Greg Bright 
and Brandon Tolbert are com- 
ing off solid seasons and 
should get better. Marcus 
Williams could be the third 
starter, though he also was 
given a look-see at end. Rich 
Robich, another Juco signee, 
is expected to make an 
impact. He played as a true 
freshman at Ole Miss in 1994 
before transferring to Hutchin- 
son (Kan.) Community Col- 
lege. He was a first-team Juco 
All-American. 

Again, though, depth 
could be a problem. 

The secondary, led by free 
safety Corey Johnson, is 
stocked with talent. Strong 
safety Armin Love appears 
ready to blossom into an all- 


back and quarterback last 
year) for the first time in his career. 

Senior Juan Daniels last season 
emerged as a big-time receiver, leading 
the team in receptions (46), receiving 
yards (726) and TDs (five). 

“We feel like Hines Ward is one of 
the best players in the country,” Donnan 
said. “We've just got to get him the foot- 
ball. We talked to Hines and told him we 
want to get him on the field and get the 
ball to him.” 

Ward, who realizes playing receiver 
gives him the best chance to reach the 
NFL, embraced the move. 

“I played quarterback last year and | 
had fun with it,” he said. “It was one of 
my goals coming into college, to play 
quarterback. Now, I’ve got to fulfill my 
next goal — to make it to the next level. 
I've got to enhance my skills at one posi- 
tion. I'm really excited to have one posi- 
tion I can call my own.” 

One benefit from the injuries was the 
accelerated development of running back 
Torin Kirtsey, who gained 603 yards as 
a true freshman. His slight build but 
explosiveness make him a perfect relief 
man for Edwards. 

Selma Calloway, Marisa Simpson and 
Dave Williams provide stability at fullback. 
Odell Collins, the much-touted fullback 
who spent last season alternately in the 
training room and in Goff’s doghouse, 
impressed Donnan in spring practice. 
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Overall, Donnan said of his offense, 
“T feel like there’s some talent to make 
big plays.” 

Finding enough linemen to spring 
them loose — and protect Bobo — is 
another question. Three of the four 
starters lost on offense were on the line. 
Still, there’s some front-line talent return- 
ing. Guards Resty Beadles and Antonio 
Fleming and tackles Adam Meadows and 
Matt Stinchcomb are established players. 
Several others are capable, but unproven. 
Developing depth on the offensive line is 
one of Donnan’s primary concerns. 

Georgia's defense mirrors its offense. 
Plenty of big-play players, lots of skill in 
the backfield but no proven depth in the 
trenches. The Dogs lost their top four 
defensive ends, along with nose guard 
Keith Drayton. The development of Chris 
Terry and return of Derrick Byrd from a 
severe knee injury should help compen- 
sate. Redshirt freshman Anthony Lonon 
was moved there from tight end to pro- 
vide depth. 

Otherwise, Georgia’s defense appears 
to be more solid than it’s been in years. 
Tackles Jason Ferguson and Paul 
Snellings and nose guards Travis Stroud 
and Jermaine Smith give the Dogs 
strength up front to build around. Top 
recruit Marcus Stroud, a last-minute steal 
from Florida, and junior college signee 
Cletidus Hunt should give added depth. 


star. Alandus Sims, who 
played for Donnan at Marshall before 
transferring two years ago, and Ronald 
Bailey are capable cornerbacks. Erik 
Robinson, one of the best athletes on the 
team, and Kirby Smart give the Dogs 
depth, especially important against three- 
and four-receiver formations. Sophomore 
Glenn Ford caught Donnan’s eye in 
spring practice. 

Donnan has one luxury Goff lacked in 
recent years. With few exceptions, Geor- 
gia will not have to rely on its recruiting 
class to make an impact. Even so, it’s a 
fairly talented group that could provide 
some immediate depth. In addition to Mar- 
cus Stroud, Hunt and Robich, others who 
could contribute are defensive back 
Champ Bailey and placekicker Hap Hines. 

Although punter Dax Langley can 
placekick, Donnan would like to keep the 
jobs separate and have Hines replace 
Kanon Parkman. 

And despite the potential depth at 
tailback, Patrick Pass may simply be too 
good to keep off the field. 

Overall, Donnan likes what he’s seen 
in his players, who, as he put it, “are tired 
of losing. 

“Our kids are hungry for success,” he 
said. “They're very open-minded about the 
things we want to do. | think that speaks 
for the type of kids they've recruited here. 
They've always worked hard.” 

— Guerry Clegg 
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The Chill of Victory. 
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AUBURN 


TIGERS 


Oh, Brother; Did Staff Shake-Up Do the Trick? 


not an end in the road unless you fail 

to make the turn. 

After a year filled with potholes, 
detours and oil spills, Auburn’s football 
program has reached a serious bend in 
the road. How well the Tigers make that 
turn could determine whether they end up 
in the SEC Championship Game or on 
the outside looking in once again. 

This is not a new challenge for a pro- 
gram that has faced its share of bends in 
the road in recent years. In 1993, that 
bend in the road meant proving the 
Tigers could bounce back from two years 
of losing and NCAA probation under a 
new coach, Terry Bowden. In 1994, that 
bend meant proving 1993’s 11-0 record 
was not a fluke, but a preview of things 
to come. 

In 1995, it meant proving the Tigers 
could be a championship-caliber pro- 
gram, in the Southeastern Conference 
and the national picture, despite failing 
to win the final two games of the previ- 
ous season. Now, it means Bowden and 
the Tigers must prove they are still 
headed in the right direction after a dis- 
appointing 1995 season, a disastrous 
bowl game and an offseason filled with 
turmoil and speculation. 

With three new coaches, eight job 
openings on offense, a new quarterback, 
a young defense, road games at Florida 
and Alabama and a lot to prove, Bowden 
is doing his best to think ahead and focus 
on the future. 

“We've got some new challenges. I’m 
ready to go,” he says. “It’s been a most 
difficult last few months as far as tough 
decisions that had to be made, but the 
future is exciting.” 

It won't be easy to forget the past 
year, no matter how hard the Tigers try. 
They entered the 1995 season with 


FRED BEASLEY MOVED TO FULLBACK LAST 
YEAR AND IMPROVED HIS BLOCKING AND 
RECEIVING SKILLS, AND STILL RUSHED FOR 
346 YARDS, 5.2 YARDS PER CARRY AND 
FIVE TOUCHDOWNS. 
PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 


[- been said that a bend in the road is 
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championship hopes and dreams, yet they 
couldn’t even manage to win the Western 
Division of the Southeastern Conference. 
They set a flurry of Auburn offensive 
records for scoring and yardage, but a 
young, inexperienced defense gave up 
more than its share of yards and points. 

They earned their first bowl trip since 
the 1990 season, but may have wished 
they had stayed home after a 43-14 loss to 
Penn State in the Outback Bowl. After 
Auburn’s fall from grace, a winter of dis- 
content followed, with enough controversy, 
doubts and rumor to fill Jordan-Hare Sta- 
dium 10 times over. 

The night of the Outback Bowl loss, 
defensive coordinator Wayne Hall told his 
defensive players he had resigned, when in 
reality, Bowden had fired him a month ear- 
lier as part of his plan to overhaul his staff. 

Bowden also attempted to reassign 
recruiting coordinator/tight ends coach 
Rodney Garner to an administrative posi- 
tion, but Garner balked at the idea and quit. 
He did more than land on his feet, moving 
to Tennessee as an offensive line coach. 

Bowden also lost outside linebacker 
coach Kurt Crain when Crain decided he 
had seen more than enough and went 
into private business. 

After losing three coaches with long, 
loyal Auburn ties — Hall had been at 


1995: 8-4 overall, 5-3 SEC (2nd West) 


Auburn since 1981 and Crain and Garner 
were former Auburn players — Bowden 
found himself facing a new level of doubt, 
and some anger, from Auburn fans. He 
moved quickly to stop the bleeding by hir- 
ing Alabama defensive coordinator Bill 
“Brother” Oliver, Mississippi State defen- 
sive line coach Pete Jenkins and Lionel 
James, a former Auburn running back 
who will coach the tight ends. 

Those staff changes prompted the 
moves of Jack Hines from coaching the 
secondary to inside linebackers, and vet- 
eran Joe Whitt from defensive line to out- 
side linebackers. 

Even though Auburn fans still wonder 
about the changes, Bowden has moved 
on by turning his attention to the 1996 
season and the task of rebuilding his deci- 
mated offense. 

“Every year it seems there’s a new 
challenge,” Bowden says. “That Penn 
State loss — that thing says, ‘golly, we're 
not there. Whatever it is we want to be, 
we ain’t there.’ Now, maybe we’re an 8-3 
team that gets a Jan. 1 game, but I’d like 
to win that game. 

“And around here, I've made some 
decisions to look at almost every area of 
our football program. I've said, ‘let’s quit 
looking at how can I save my job, or how 
can I prove I can win?’ 


COACH: Terry Bowden — At Auburn: 28-5-1, 3 years Overall: 92-41-2, 12 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 5 Offense, 9 Defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB Fred Beasley, NT Jimmy Brumbaugh, LB Takeo Spikes, WR 
Willie Gosha, DB Martavius Houston, LB Marcellus Mostella 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Tigers have almost nobody back on offense, but Bowden 
has never had trouble finding ways to move the ball, and in Beasley he’s got what 
looks like a first-rate tailback. The defense has experience. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive line is far from settled. The loss of tackle Willie 


Anderson to the NFL early will really hurt. 


OVERVIEW: Auburn is on the verge of a crossroads; and will have to get some vet- 
eran play from young quarterback Dameyune Craig and inspired performances by 
an unimpressive defense to remain among the SEC’s power teams this season. In its 
last three games, the defense has been pushed around for 101 points. 
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TIGERS RECRUITING 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hicu Scuoot / Couece 


| Marcus AUTRY OL 6-4, 348 Pontotoc, MS Pontotoc 
Southeastern Recruiting rated No. 2 offensive lineman in Mississippi @ Memphis Commercial Appeal Mid- 
South 100 Two-time All-State @ Three-year starter 


| Jeremy BANKS LB 6-3, 244 Pahokee, FL Pahokee Middle 

Pigskin Preps rated No. 5 outside linebacker in South @ All-State @ As a senior tight end, had 18 recep- 
fions for 260 yards and seven touchdowns @ Had 78 solo tackles, seven sacks, five fumble recoveries, one 
interception and two blocked punts as senior linebacker. 


Leonardo CARSON TE/LB 6-3, 280 Mobile Shaw 

The National Recruiting Advisor All-American @ SuperPrep rated No. 12 player in Alabama and No. 64 
player in Dixie @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southem 100 @ Birmingham News Super Seniors # 
Played quarterback as a senior # Had 934 yards passing and seven touchdowns . 


Markeith COOPER RB 5-7, 150 Miami, FL Palmetto 
The National Recruiting Advisor All-American @ SuperPrep rated No. 1 wingback in Southeast @ Orlando 
Sentinel Super Seniors All-State @ All-time Dade County rushing record, gaining 1,886 yards as a senior. 


Rodney CRAYTON DB 5-8, 154 Dadeville Dadeville 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ SuperPrep rated No. 63 player in Dixie @ The Notional 
Recruiting Advisor All-Southeast Birmingham News Super Seniors. 


Cole CUBELIC OL 63, 270 Birmingham Homewood 

Birmingham News rated No. 9 on preseason Super Seniors @ SuperPrep rated No. 93 player in Dixie # 
All-State os a junior Had 98 tackles and 12 sacks @ Underwent reconstructive surgery after injuring | 
right knee in senior season. 


Jeff DUNLAP LB 6-4, 213 Pearson, GA Atkinson County 
All-State Regional Defensive Most Valuable Player # As a senior, had 102 tackles in nine games 


Tellie EMBERY RB 6-0, 195 Sylacauga B.B. Comer | 
The National Recruiting Advisor All-Southeast @ Collegiate Football Experts rated No. 2 overall athlete | 
nationally @ SuperPrep rated No. 24 player in Dixie @ All-State @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super | 
Southern 100 @ Associated Press State Player of the Yeor. | 


Haven FIELDS LB 6-1, 201 Miami, FL Palmetto 
BlueChip Illustrated All-American @ Pigskin Preps rated No. 7 outside linebacker in South @ All-State @ All- 
Dade County @ Had 226 career tackles, including 29 for loss, 14 sacks and 10 fumble recoveries 


David HILL WR 61,173 Eufaula Eufaula | 
Southeastern Recruiting rated No. 1 receiver in Alaboma @ Collegiate Football Experts ranked No. 3 
receiver nationally  BlueChip illustrated rated No. 2 receiver in Southeast # SuperPrep rated No. 44 
player in Dixie # Birmingham News Super Seniors # Montgomery Advertiser Player of the Year. 


Jaret HOLMES P/PK 6-2, 193 Clinton, MS Hinds JC 

Junior college All-American in 1995 @ SuperPrep rated No. 23 player nationally Jackson Clarion- 
Ledger rated No. 8 prospect in junior college @ Averaged 45.1 yards on 53 punts 

6-0, 185 


Ryan HOOKER QB Pontotoc, MS 


Pontotoc | 


All-State quarterback as sophomore and senior @ Had 5,150 career passing yards and 60 touchdowns. 


'95 Stats 


‘95 RESULTS 


Name / Posmon Size HOMETOWN HiGH Scuoot / CouueGE 


| Ben LEARD QB 6-4, 215 Hartwell, GA Hart County 
The National Recruiting Advisor All-Southeast @ BlueChip Illustrated rated No. 4 quarterback in Southeast 
Football Recruiting Experts ranked No. 10 quarterback nationally @ SuperPrep rated No. 4) player in 
Dixie @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100. 


| T.J. MEERS OL 6-7, 278 Atlanta, GA McEachern 
SuperPrep All-American @ BlueChip Illustrated Dream Team @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 
100 Ako played defensive tackle @ Member of basketball and wrestling teams, 


Brent MUELLER DL 6-2, 249 Fairfax, VA Robinson 
The National Recruiting Advisor All-American # SuperPrep rated No. 20 defensive lineman nationally and 
No. 2 prospect in Virginia @ As a senior, had 90 tackles @ Had 16 quarterback sacks over last two years. 


Roman NELSEN LB 5-11, 205 Fairfax, VA Robinson 
Played free safety ond quarterback @ Missed first five games as senior @ Had four interceptions in last five 
games @ Had 11 interceptions in last two seasons. 


Antwoine NOLAN DB 5-9, 165 Sharpsburg, GA East Coweta 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Top 50 in Georgia # As a senior, had seven interceptions and 40 tackles # 
Had 30 receptions for almost 800 yards and seven touchdowns @ Rushed for five touchdowns. 


Ezell POWELL DL 6-5, 271 Georgiana Georgiana 
The National Recruiting Advisor All-Southeast # SuperPrep rated No. 28 defensive lineman nationally and 
No. 29 player in Dixie Birmingham News Super Seniors @ Had seven fumble recoveries. 


Quinton REESE LB 6-4, 215 Birmingham, AL West End 
SuperPrep Elite 100 @ Birmingham News Super Seniors # Two-time All-State @ 1994 Alabama Player of 
the Year @ As a senior, had 18 receptions for 248 yards and five touchdowns. 


| Courtney ROSE DB Town Creek Hazelwood 
| Collegiate Football Experts rated No. 12 running back nationally @ Birmingham News All-State # As a 
| senior, had 1,348 yards rushing and 22 touchdowns @ Returned punts and kickolfs # Three-year starter on 


offense and defense @ Member of basketball and track teams. 


5-9, 179 


Colin SEARS OL 63, 277 Russellville Russellville 

Parade All-American @ The National Recruiting Advisor rated No. 52 prospect nationally # Alabama 
Gatorade Player of the Year @ SuperPrep ranked No. 2 offensive lineman nationally and No. 7 player in 
Dixie @ Collegiate Football Experts rated No. 4 offensive line prospect nationally # Dallas Moming News 
Top 100 @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ Academic All-State. 


| Brad WARE DB 6-2, 180 Powder Springs, GA McEachern 
As a senior, had 97 tackles and six interceptions @ Member of basketball and track teams, 


Marcus WASHINGTON TE/LB 6-4, 200 Auburn Auburn 
As a senior, had 23 receptions for 382 yards and eight touchdowns # Had four blocked punts, 55 tackles 
and five interceptions @ Member of basketball team 


Reggie WORTHY WR 6-1, 180 Gadsden Etowah 
| SuperPrep rated No. 88 player in Dixie @ As a senior, had 61 receptions for 943 yards and nine touch- 
| downs @ Had 20 interceptions in three seasons as defensive back # Member of basketball team. 


‘96 SCHEDULE 
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PASSING A aa 
iy, XS ug. 31. Alabama-Birmingham 
(8 4 0, 5 3 0) Att Comp Yarps Pct TD g 9 
46 Mississippi is Nix 331__201 2574, 60.7 15 _? | Sept. 7 — Fresno State 
Craig 40 268 700 4 1/| 
76 UT-Chattanooga 10 __ RUSHING _— Sept. 14 — at Mississippi | 
NAME No Yarps AvG lc 1D 
fo) LSU 12 
| Davis Sept. 21 LSU 
42 Kentucky 21 | Beasley 66 5.2 37 5 
| Hines-Tucker 29 84. 7 3 | Oct. 5 South Carolina 
48 Mississippi State 20 RECEIVING __ Te ect 
38 Florida 49 Yarns AVG D Oct. 12 at Mississippi State 
| Gosha 58 668 11.5 39 0 ' 
34 Western Michigan is | Goodson 37 A Oct. 19 at Florida 
Morrow 31 262 8.4 62 ] 
py MR a hcae 30 Baker 28 BOI is2 © ds Ss Nov. 2 Arkansas 
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a ST 4 9 NE Lovisiona 
TACKLES: Mostella 128; Harris 96; Houston 94; Spikes 76; 
37 Georgia 31 Brumbaugh 71; Solomon 66; Melton 66; Rose 64. N ] 6 G . 
31 Al b 77 INTERCEPTIONS: McGee 1; Neal 1; Houston 1; Harris 1. oN: SorgiG 
iabama QB SACKS: Solomon 9; Smith 6; Stacey 6; Miller 5; 
Mostella 5; Harris 5; Brumbaugh 4; Spikes 3; Suttle 2. | Nov. 23 at Alabama* 
OurBack BOWL | TACKLES FOR LOSS: Mostella 12; Solomon 11; Smith 11; 
14 Penn State 43 Brumbaugh 9; Miller 8; Miska 7; Sutile 6. ASS Birmingham, AL 
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“Now, it’s ‘how can we 
work over time to become the 
kind of program we want to be 
in every area?” 

That will present challenges 
on both sides of the ball, espe- 
cially on offense, where eight 
starters are gone from the most 
productive offense in Auburn 
Tiger history. 

The most significant 
changes will come on the offen- 
sive line, where three starters 
are gone from last year’s group, 
including All-American tackle 
Willie Anderson and two four- 
year starters — All-SEC center 
Shannon Roubique and guard 
Jason Taylor. 

Another six-game starter, 
Kevin Cummings, had to retire 
due to a chronic neck injury. 
Even the two starters who 
return, senior Leonard Thomas 
and junior Victor Riley, might 
end up at new positions, leaving 
the Tigers with five holes to fill. 
Despite the loss of an All-SEC 
player, Andy Fuller, the tight 
end position should be solid, 
however, with the return of 
senior Jessie McCovery and 
junior Tyrone Dillard. 


SENIOR MARCELLUS MOSTELLA LED THE TIGERS WITH 


128 TACKLES LAST SEASON. 
PHOTO BY COURTLAND RICHARDS 


14 touchdowns, but when oppo- 
nents stacked up their defenses 
to stop Davis, Bowden reacted 
by pushing Auburn into a no- 
huddle, four-wideout offense. 

That helped Auburn set team 
single-season records for touch- 
downs (56), points (424), pass 
attempts (375), completions 
(233) and yards (2.981), but the 
offense also left a young defense 
on the field too long and too 
often, and set up an Outback 
Bow! blowout when it couldn't 
run its offense in the pouring rain 
and mud. 

“We've got to find a way to 
combine our passing attack with 
our running attack,” Bowden 
says. “It just needs to blend 
together better. | think what 
you'll see a good bit is the three- 
wide receiver, two-back offense, 
which was probably the best 
thing we could have run last 
year for Stephen Davis, the run- 
ning attack and the passing 
attack — the I-formation with 
three wide receivers — but you 
just don’t put that in in the mid- 
dle of a season. 

“Then when you take your 
tailback and throw him into the 


“The development of a 
young offensive line is number 
one on our agenda,” Bowden said. 
“We've got some good, solid talent there 
and I have a lot of confidence in (offensive 
line coach) Rick Trickett’s ability to get 
that group together.” 


Craic May Be THe Key 


At least the coaches won't have to 
worry about finding a quarterback. Their 
only concern is whether or not junior 
Dameyune Craig can do the job as the 
Tigers’ starter. 

After two years of waiting behind 
Patrick Nix and exciting fans with his obvi- 
ous talent, Craig will now be asked to take 
his game to a new level. Last year, he 
entered games in goal-line and short- 
yardage situations and led the Tigers to 
13 touchdowns in 13 attempts, scoring 
six touchdowns himself and passing for 
another. Playing a mop-up role late in 
several one-sided games, Craig also com- 
pleted 28 of 40 passes for 268 yards and 
four touchdowns. 

“If Dameyune can do two things, he 
can be a great quarterback,” Bowden 
says. “If he won't take a sack on first or 
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second down, and doesn’t have turnovers, 
you're talking about a great, great, great 
quarterback. We've been waiting for three 
years to see him. That excites me.” 

No one is more excited about Craig’s 
new role than Craig. 

Craig knows he must become more of 
a leader and learn to do the little things 
that separate the big-stat quarterbacks 
from the big winners, so decision-making 
and taking care of the ball were high pri- 
orities for him during an impressive 
month of spring practice in which he con- 
tinued to grow in those areas. 

“It's been a long wait, but I learned a 
lot during that time,” Craig says. “Playing 
last year did a lot for my confidence and 
put me in a lot of game situations. I got a 
chance to experience those pressure situa- 
tions and have the ball in my hands at 
clutch times.” 

One change that should work in 
Craig's favor is Bowden's desire to run 
the ball more this year. The Tigers led the 
SEC in rushing last fall with 196 yards per 
game and tailback Stephen Davis rushed 
for 1,068 yards, 5.9 yards per carry and 


— slot, you have four receivers, if 
you have a tailback who can 
catch, which we have in Fred Beasley.” 

In Beasley, a 6-foot, 215-pound 
junior, the Tigers should have a more ver- 
satile tailback this year. Tailbacks James 
Bostic and Davis were bulls who led the 
SEC in rushing in ’93 and °94, but they 
weren't always capable receivers. 

After spending the 1994 season as a 
backup tailback, Beasley moved to full- 
back last year and improved his blocking 
and receiving skills, and still rushed for a 
total of 346 yards, 5.2 yards per carry 
and five touchdowns. 

“I moved to fullback to help the team 
last year, but with the coaches talking 
about focusing more on the running game 
this fall instead of all the passing we did 
last year, that shows the coaches are look- 
ing for me to carry a bigger load on this 
team and be a leader and help us win a 
championship,” Beasley said. “I’m ready 
to do that.” 

With Beasley moving to tailback, 
junior Kevin McLeod takes over at full- 
back. He beat out Beasley for the starting 
job in two games last year, but now he is 
Beasley's biggest fan. 
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TIGERS SPRING ROSTER 


No. NAME Pos, Cass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
57 Will Andrews OlB So. 60 210 Clinton, 1A 
| 46 Barret Askew 1B Fr. «60 218 Lanet 
5 Karsten Boiley WR So 60 199 Sharpsburg, GA 
18 Robert Boker WR So. S11 191 Gainesville, FL 
79 Derick Balkcom OG S. 66 340 Chipley, FL 
23 Fred Beasley TS = Je, «= 60-215 Montgomery 
51 Ston Bellamy DE fr. 61 216 Columbus,GA 
4 Jayson Bray CB So. =510 182 toGronge, GA 
29 Allan Brown SS So, STE 193 Mobile 
96 Jimmy Brumbaugh NT So. 61-266 Keystone Heights, FL 
72 Jel Bryon OG Sr. 65 311 Leesburg, GA 
42 Marcus Comp 1B So. «6&2 «242 Lithonia, GA 
13° Vern Clark CB So. 59 162 Tuscakosa 
15 Jon Cooley QB Se, «=&2 «221 Sarasota, FL 
16 DameyneCroig GB. G1 (185 Prichord 
37 Terrance Crowder OB Ie 62 215 Corrollon,GA 
69 DeMarcus Curry OT So, 6&5 315 Columbus, GA 
92 Bobby Dolfin OW Jr, 64 239 Prichard 
49 Steve Davis SS So, 6&1 191 Dedeville 
4] Tyrone Dillard te sr 62 255 Riverdole, GA 
43 Patrick Dorsett Fr S11 226 Allonta 
91 Charles Dorsey NT So 2 289 Fort Lauderdale, FL 
77 TowawskieDunigon OG fr 64 269 Coffeeville 
74. Ben Elliott Ol fr 6-5 276 Poplarville, MS 
9 Don Evons $5 So. 5-10 190 Lauderdale Lakes, FL 
41 Nathan Gardner B fr. 510 226 Leeds 
11 Kevin Gentle PK «So. G1 191 Guntersville 
83 Tyrone Goodson WR Jr, 62 175 Brooksville, FL 
2 Wille Gosha WR Sr. 61-168 Fort Walton, FL 
2 Curis Graves fr 510 178 Tuscaloosa 
85 Jeremy Hand WR Sr 5-1) 172 Auburn 
30 Erie Hines-Tucker TH 8 S. 58 173 lone 
19. Jaret Holmes P/PK fr 62 195  Ginton, MS 
25 Martavivs Houston SS So. 61-214 Lauderdale Lokes, FL 
78 Jeno James Ol fr. 63 289 Montgomery 
52 James Kiger c ke 63 258 Doleville 
57 Karl Lovine Cc So. 63 277 Fort Welton, FL 


| 


8 Errick lowe WR So 60 198  Loke Worth, FL 


No. NAaMe Pos, Ciass Hi. Wi, HOMETOWN 
65 Kendell Mock OL So 65 302 Pineville, SC 
93 Michael Molord = DEF. 6S 263 Lweme 
80 Jessie MeCovery TE 6S. «663-265 St. Eno 
43 Kevin Mcleod or, = 1228 Clarkston, GA 
75. Ti. Meers OT fr. 66 i Allono,GA 
78 Lorry Melon CB od. 511 192 Voldosto, GA 
12 Brendon Morrow FRO. «= 55-9200) Maplesville 
90 Reginald Moss DE Jd. 62 259 Tuskegee 
A7 Marcellus Mosielo §=—OLB-St. 63235. Godden 
50 Ricky Neal iB J. 60 228 Daytona, FL 
40 CencadePenningion FB fr. 58 194 Troy 
89. Hicks Poor WR J. 60 173  Marieto, GA 
1 Darryl Riggins SS Sr. 6 193 FortPierce, FL 
68 Vicor Riley OG k. 65 319 Swonso, SC 
73 Jim Roe OT Sr. 65 296 Moubdin, SC | 
98 James Roscoe DE So. 64 252 Fort louderdole, FL 
31 Charles Rose FS Sr. 60 199 Leeds 
34 Norris Sealey WR Fr 6&0 190 Miami, FL 
56 Rick Sealey 6 fF 6&1 233 Mom, | 
84 Mark Sharpe TE oJ. 63 226 Wetumpko 
48 Willie Simmons OW So 60 235 Mcintosh 
39 Jonathan Sledge FR So. & 1-207 Birmingham | 
97 Mork Smith DE Sr. 64 272 Vicksburg, MS 
94 Nate Smith DE st 6-5 278 Shalimor, FL 
44 Terry Solomon OlB Sr. 62 232 Cairo,GA 
55 Takeo Spikes 1B So. 62 224 Sondersville, GA | 
99 Shannon Suttle DE sk, 64 282  lofoyette,GA 
26 Marlon Taylor CB OF. «511-176 Smiths Stotion =| 
& Ryon Toylor FS So. «61 215 Dublin,GA 
21 Dale Terrell FR So, «= &) 224 Lakeland, FL 
60. Leonard Thomas OG Ss 62 294 Columbus, GA 
38 Lircn Thomas SS Se G1 199 Plant City, FL 
62 Brent Turner SN So, 5-10 229 Tits 
3 Rusty Williams TR Fr. = 6) -201 Moncks Comer, SC 
22. Tyreece Wilioms ae t 6-1 18] Moss Point, MS 
10 Mick Wikon PK Sr. 5-10 160 Peachtree City, GA 
35. Jeremy Zills P So. 63 197 Town Creek 


Roster and depth chart subject to change. 


SPRING UPDATE 


ew defensive line coach Pete Jenkins came 

in and brought his energy and enthusiasm 

to a group that was beaten down by its 
youth and inexperience last season. 

The defensive line needed all the help it 
could get, because two 1995 starters, Mark 
Smith and Shannon Suttle, never practiced, and 
by the end of spring, Jenkins had just five linemen 
left — one end short of two full lines in Auburn's 
3-4 alignment. 

Some encouraging signs came at nose- 
guard, where Charles Dorsey hinted at his talent 
with some huge plays, and Jimmy Brumbaugh 
continued to build on the success of his true fresh- 
man season. 

@ The secondary saw all sorts of changes 
under new defensive coordinator Bill Oliver. By 
the end of the spring, two returning starters, free 
safety Charles Rose and cornerback Larry Melton, 
found themselves on the second team, supplanted 
by sophomores, Ryan Taylor and Jayson Bray. 


Sophomore Dan Evans moved from corner- | 
back to safety, and redshirt freshman Marlon Tay- 
lor battled converted wide receiver Tyreece 
Williams for the other starting cornerback job. 

@ The best news of the spring probably 
came in the backfield, where Dameyune Craig 
started fo grow into his new role as the starting 
quarterback. Tailback Fred Beasley and fullback 
Kevin McLeod established themselves as starters. 

The young receivers, especially Robert 
Baker, Errick Lowe and Karsten Bailey, continued 
to improve and push incumbent starters Willie 
Gosha and Tyrone Goodson. 

@ Junior-college transfer Jaret Holmes 
emerged as the top contender for the punting and 
placekicking jobs, and impressed coach Terry 
Bowden with his booming kickoffs. Then, in the 
spring game, he struggled in both areas, so it's 
still hard to tell if Auburn will be able to execute a 
simple kickoff again this fall. 

— Richard Scott 
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OFFENSE 


NUMBER QUARTERBACK YEAR 
| 16 Domeyune Craig Junior 
| 15 Jon Cooley Senior 
43 Kevin McLeod Junior 
40 Cencade Pennington Freshman 
23 Fred Beasley* Junior 
30 Eric Hines-Tucker Senior 
Numeer Wie RECEIVER YEAR 
2 Willie Gosho* Senior 
8 Errick Lowe Sophomore | 
NUMBER Wibe RECEIVER YEAR 
83 Tyrone Goodson* Junior 
18 Robert Baker Sophomore 
NumBer TichT END YEAR 
| 80 Jessie McCovery Senior 
4) Tyrone Dillard Junior 
| 73 Jim Roe Senior 
69 DeMarcus Curry Sophomore 
60 Leonard Thomas” Senior | 
| 77 Tawawskie Dungian Freshman | 


Numser CENTER 
52 James Kiger 
| 57 Karl Lavine 


| 


Junior 


Sophomore 


Numeer Sput GuArD YEAR 
65 Kendell Mack Sophomore 
Jeno James 
Number Spur TACKLE YEAR 
| 68 Victor Riley* Junior 
74 Ben Elliott Freshman 


*Returning Starter 


— DEFENSE — 


Numeer Lert END YEAR 
98 James Roscoe Sophomore 
99 Shannon Suttle” Junior 
Numaer Nose TACKLE YEAR 
%6 Jimmy Brumbaugh” Sophomore 
91 Charles Dorsey Sophomore 
Numaer RicHt END YEAR 
| 94 Nate Smith Junior 
97 Mark Smith* Senior | 
Numser Ourside LINEBACKER YEAR 
44 Terry Solomon* Senior 
| 56 Ricky Sealey Freshman 
Numer Inswe LINEBACKER YEAR 
| 50 Ricky Neal Junior | 
| 46 Barrett Askew Freshman | 


YEAR 
Sophomore 


Numeer Insipe LINEBACKER 
55 Takeo Spikes* 
42 Marcus Camp 

Numer Outside LINEBACKER 


Sophomore 
EAR 


| 


47 Marcellus Mostella* Senior | 
92 Bobby Daffin Junior 
Numeer Lert CORNERBACK YEAR 
22 Tyreece Williams Junior 
26 Marlon Taylor Freshman } 
Numser RIGHT CORNERBACK YEAR 
4 Jason Bray Sophomore 
28 Larry Melton* Junior 
25 Martavius Houston* Sophomore 
38 Liron Thomas Senior 
Numser FREE SAFETY YEAR 
| 6 Ryan Taylor Sophomore | 
31 Charles Rose” Senior 
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A SHORT COURSE IN 
LIFE-SAVING TECHNIQUES 


aXe To learn more about life-saving techniques, ican 
cI call your Red Cross. Red Cross 


“Tm out there trying to break my 
neck so he can make the really big runs 
and they (the coaches) won't have to sec- 
ond-guess themselves about whether or 
not they should move him back to full- 
back,” McLeod said. “I’m rooting for him 
100 percent.” 

Behind the duo, the Tigers have what 
running backs coach Rodney Allison 
called their best depth in years. 

Auburn also has quality experience at 
wide receiver, but experience might not be 
enough. Even though last year’s starters, 
Willie Gosha and Tyrone Goodson, com- 
bined for 95 receptions and 1,265 receiv- 
ing yards, they will have to fight off three 
talented sophomores — Robert Baker, 
Errick Lowe and Karsten Bailey. 


Nine starters return from a defense 
that allowed 21.8 points and 385 yards a 
game, including young studs such as line- 
backer Takeo Spikes, safety Martavius 
Houston and noseguard Jimmy Brum- 
baugh who were rushed into action as 
true freshmen last fall. 

“Although we have nine starters back 
the challenge for overall improvement 
gives us a chance to have five or six new 
starters by opening day,” Bowden says. 
“We've got some young players who got 
knocked around a little bit and probably 
played before we wanted a lot of them to 
play. Now, they're a year older and 
they've got to come together.” 

They've also got to come together 
with a new defensive coordinator and his 
coaching staff. That was the main thrust 
of spring football, as the players and 
coaches attempted to learn each other, as 
well as Oliver’s terminology, techniques 
and philosophies in the 3-4 defense. 

Auburn's defensive uncertainties start 
up front. Five players who started at vari- 
ous times last year return, but except for 
Brumbaugh, a hard-nosed overachiever 
who led the defensive line with 71 tackles 
last season, and Nate Smith, a consistent, 
solid player who gets the most out of his 
ability, none of Auburn’s defensive line- 
men has proved to be dependable or 
durable against SEC competition. 

Linebacker is the defense’s strength, 
with the return of seniors Marcellus 
Mostella and Terry Solomon at the out- 
side positions. Spikes will start at one 
inside spot, and the coaches seem confi- 
dent that junior Rick Neal can step in and 
fill the shoes of Anthony Harris, a 
departed three-year starter. Mostella led 
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WILLIE GOSHA PACED ALL AUBURN RECEIVERS WITH 668 YARDS IN 1995. 
PHOTO BY PHIL SEARS 


the Tigers with 128 tackles last season, 
and Solomon topped the defense with 
nine sacks for minus 48 yards, but both 
will get the opportunity to expand their 
talents by playing more versatile roles in 
Auburn’s multiple defense. 

Spikes finished his first season with 
76 tackles in just five starts, and his name 
is already being mentioned for postseason 
honors, with good reason. 

The coaches feel the same way about 
Houston, who finished third on the team 
in tackles last season with a surprising 96 
stops in nine starts as a true freshman, 
and earned the SEC Co-Defensive Fresh- 
man of the Year award. 

Unfortunately for Oliver, Houston is 
the only player he can be sure of at this 
point. Senior Charles Rose started 11 
games at free safety last year, but suffered 
his share of problems, especially against 
quality passing teams. 

The cornerbacks also remain a ques- 
tion mark. On one side, junior cornerback 
Larry Melton often found himself the 
main target of passing attacks last year 
and needs to do something to re-establish 
his confidence. 

“The more we had breakdowns last 
year, the more he got picked on. The 
more he got picked on, the tougher it was 
for him,” Bowden says. “He really is a 
solid football player talent-wise, but right 
now I've got more confidence in him than 
he’s got in himself.” 

At the other cornerback, unproven 
players such as converted wide receiver 


Tyreece Williams and sophomores Jayson 
Bray and Dan Evans will compete for a 
starting job. 

Even the kicking and punting jobs are 
open for competition with the loss of ver- 
satile Matt Hawkins. Sophomore Kevin 
Gentle appears to have the talent, and he 
has some playing experience from last 
season, but he has a lot to prove as a 
placekicker and kickoff specialist. 

“He's got to come through. | wish I 
could put it nicely, but he’s got to come 
through,” Bowden says. “He was a big- 
time recruit and he’s a nice guy and a nice 
student, but he didn’t kick worth a flip last 
year. He lost his confidence and he’s got 
to get it back.” 

If Gentle can’t get it back, the door 
opens for a Juco transfer, Jaret Holmes, 
who brings experience as a placekicker, 
kickoff specialist and punter. Jeremy Zills, a 
walk-on who punted once last year, could 
be the punter of the present or future. 

The future arrives on Aug. 31 this 
year, when the Tigers open the season at 
home against Alabama-Birmingham, fol- 
lowed by Fresno State. 

“If I sit around and think about last 
year, I get disgusted,” Bowden says. 
“There’s plenty of motivators around 
here. We've experienced a lot of things in 
three years: an undefeated season, the 
No. 1 offense in the history of the school, 
some big wins. But we've still got some 
goals out there. We've just got to start 
moving forward.” 

— Richard Scott 
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Scoping the V\ ation Scoping the V| ation 


Here's what te need in the 1996 college 
foothall season to give us a reat feet for 
there tye Are: 


A walk-on player, 

For a team In the Big 12 Conference, 

Who was playing because another guy 
had left early for the NFL, 

Kicks a winning field goal, 

In overtime, 

After not getting a first down in a tie- 
breaker, 

In the Nokia Sugar Bowl, 

To win the national championship, 

Which is disputed by the Rose Bowl 
champion, 

But nobody saw It, anyway, because the 

network had broken away to a com- 

mercial for the sponsor. 


That just about covers it. 


n some ways, this can be seen as a transition era for col- 

lege football, as it finds its way in the myriad of worlds 

revolving around sports, television, amateurism, gender 
equity issues, how to settle the national championship, and even 
how to end a game. 

They're all part of the 1996 college football season, amount- 
ing to a changing and exciting approach to what has remained 
the most traditional of all major sports. 

But mostly, it’s about, “Can anybody beat Nebraska?” 

The Cornhuskers staged one of the most impressive runs 
ever seen in a major sport, and by slapping a 62-24 tattoo on 
second-ranked Florida in the Fiesta Bowl, established themselves 
as one of the greatest college football teams ever. 

But now they start over. None of the 25 consecutive victories 
in their rear pocket count in 1996, and unlike other sports, none 
of the games they play will be pointless. Every one of them will 
count. No exhibition games, no games after a playoff spot has 
been clinched, no home-and-home with a divisional foe that will 
allow for redemption after a defeat. 

This is, after all, college football. 
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Wretl, Can Anybody Beat Vetraskat 


Of course. All 11 teams on the Cornhuskers schedule can 
beat them on any given day. Change the first word of that ques- 
tion to “will” and you get an entirely different answer from us. 

In some ways, Nebraska is capable of being a better team this 
season than the one that won its second consecutive national 
championship last season. We don’t know if the Huskers will be 
better, but we do know that if and when anybody beats them, it’s 
going to be a huge upset. 

Take Colorado (regular season), Texas (Big 12 championship 
game), Notre Dame, Florida State, Tennessee, Miami or Syracuse 
(Sugar Bowl) as the teams with at least a reasonable chance of 
dethroning the Huskers. 


The Big 12 


When “expansion fever” hit college sports at the outset of the 
1990s, we were all full of predictions of super conferences and 
the like. The Big Ten added Penn State and the SEC added 
Arkansas and South Carolina. Significant moves, certainly, but 
the earth didn’t move. 

But now for the big merger between the Big Eight and the 
SWC, which promises to shake things up. A lot. 

True, the Big Eight had a great 1995, with four teams fin- 
ishing in the Top 10, but in the grand scheme of history and 
market share and power ratings, it was generally considered a 
non-player. 

As for the Southworst Conference ... we'll just say this is a 
good idea for the four schools from Texas merging with the Big 
Eight. And now there are lots more TV sets watching them, and 
interest is skyrocketing, and there are lots of really good teams 
with Big 12 patches on their uniforms. 

Even before it plays a game, it’s the best football league in 
the country. 


1. Big 12 Great players, great coaches, eight potential 
Top-10 teams, tough schedules. 
2. SEC Three distinct tiers: 2 great teams, 5 good 
ones, 5 bad ones. 
3. Big Ten It has become the most competitive and 
interesting league in the country. 
4, Pac-i0 Great talent, but not as much of it since Big 
12/Alliance teams raid Coast. 
5, ACC Mostly a one-team league (FSU), but the mid- 
dle teams are getting tougher. 
6. Big East At least Syracuse and Virginia Tech have 
given Miami a hard time lately. 
7. WAC Now with 16 teams, more than half of them 
are really bad. 
&, C-USA New six-team league gets started with a sen- 
sible collection of schools. 
9. MAC Lots of extremes; it seems as though teams 
take turns being good and bad. 
10. Big West Now down to six teams, it's merely trying to 


stay afloat. 
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Time for Overtime 

Last year, the NCAA instituted overtime to break ties in bowl 
games, and it came only once: In a game between Toledo and 
Nevada that nobody watched. The rules committee certainly must 
not have watched, because the conclusion of the game was anti- 
climactic bordering on boring. 

It’s not that overtime is a bad idea, but that the tie-break sys- 
tem they've put into place is not a good idea. Teams take turns 
trying to score with offensive possessions that begin at the oppos- 
ing 25-yard line. That means, even if a team doesn’t move a 
yard, it gets to try a 42-yard field goal. 

Why not move the ball back, to say, the 40? It might take 
awhile, and TV wouldn't like that. 

Why not just have a sudden-death, like the NFL? For one 
thing, it’s not good form to blur the distinctions that separate the 
college game from the pro game. And besides, it might take 
awhile, and TV wouldn't like that. 


Sugars Turn in Bott Alliance 


After suffering through a terrible game with terrible ratings in 
a terrible time slot, the Sugar Bowl gets the big bowl this season 
... assuming the Rose Bowl doesn’t get lucky and ruin things for 
the Bowl Alliance. 

Basically, the way it works now is that the Sugar gets the first 
two picks of all teams in college football that don’t win the Big 
Ten or Pac-10 championship. 

We're expecting Nebraska to win the Big 12, Tennessee or 
Florida to win the SEC, Florida State to win the ACC, Miami or 
Syracuse to win the Big East, and Notre Dame to have a Top 10 
year to ensure its $8.33-million payday. 

The Sugar picks two teams, then the Orange gets one, the 
Fiesta gets one, the Orange gets another, and the Fiesta selects 
the sixth and final team. 


Was the Next Vorthevesternt 


Well, nobody's the next Northwestern. We're still having 
trouble believing that whole thing really happened. 

But somebody will crawl out from the primordial ooze of 
worse-than-mediocre programs around the country to emerge as 
this year’s darling. 

It won't have the same impact and excitement surrounding 
Northwestern, but when Maryland, Indiana or Kentucky take 
flight into a bowl game, underdogs everywhere will have reason 
to feel good. 


Rose Still in Bloom 


Even though the Rose Bowl has been the lone holdout from 
the Bowl Alliance, it has continued to hold a strong hand on 
Jan. 1. Consider that the past two years it has had boffo rat- 
ings, owing largely to Penn State’s first-ever visit, and what 
might as well have been Northwestern’s first-ever visit — 
against major-market star Southern California, no less. 


It has become painfully clear that the Bowl Alliance is lack- 
ing the completeness that could give it the glitter that could 
make it a success. And the only way that glamour will join the 
Alliance is through some sort of a working agreement among 
the Rose, Big Ten, Pac-10, ABC, other networks, other bowls 
and other conferences. 

In other words, it’s way, way too complicated, but it is 
expected to be resolved in time for the 1997 season. 


New ‘Dregs’ Neck Vour Support 


OK, so now that Northwestern is no longer — well, you 
know, putrid — you probably want to know who is. Which team 
all of America should root for as the ultimate underdog, a role 
that Northwestern vacated with its 10 victories. 

You've got a choice of teams, any one of which can use any 
support — moral or otherwise. 

Oregon State: With every passing year, the Beavers extend 
their own NCAA record for consecutive losing seasons (currently 
25, but it should reach 26 by mid-October). That's a record that 
Northwestern was chasing until last season, when it broke its own 
23-year streak of losing seasons. 

Iowa State: Wait a minute! Didn't the Cyclones have a run- 
ning back gain 2,000 yards last year? Our point exactly: Troy 
Davis gains 2,010 yards, Iowa State still wins only three games. 
That's 670 yards per victory. 

Temple: The Owls continue to insist they won't drop the 
football program, but apparently nobody told recruits, who 
dropped it from consideration a long time ago. 

Rutgers: The Scarlet Knights have been to just one bowl 
game in 126 years of football (presumably, some of that was 
rugby). And that was their hometown bowl (Garden State Bowl, 
1978), which lasted just four years. And anybody who loses the 
spring game to the alumni team and gets its only returning starter 
on defense hurt in the process ... well, they deserve our thoughts. 


Backup QB Worth Weight in Giotd 


While every team needs a star at quarterback, having a backup 
who has shown he’s more than capable of leading the way to vic- 
tories has become almost as important. 

We're not talking about mere prospects or good-looking prac- 
tice players, we're talking about guys who have proven themselves 
in college football. 

This is a glance at the best quarterbacks in the country who 
are not starting — and in each case, there is no quarterback con- 
troversy to muddy the situation: 

1. Eric Kresser, Florida 

1-O as starter; better pro prospect than Danny Wuerffel? 
2. John Hessler, Colorado 
7-2 a9 QB of record, steps back behind Koy Detmer. 
3. Brian Smith, Georgia 
3-0 as starter, efficient as backup to Mike Bobo. 
4. Ryan Driscoll, lowa 
Was starter before injury cleared the way for Matt Sherman. 
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IT’S THE quiet ONES 
YOU HAVE TO LOOK OUT FOR. 


Very quiet and serene, the 
Chevy Blazer has more features than 
a movie theater. Stretch out and 
enjoy the view. The ride of the Blazer 
is smooth. With all this luxury 
and class, you'd almost expect Blazer 
to be the shy, introverted type. 
Nothing could be further from the 
truth. Its Vortec 4300 V6 
Sequential-Port Fuel-Injected engine 


FOCRS the house. Chevy Blazer. 


Definitely the strong, silent type. 


All Rights Reserved. Buckle up, America! 


They tt Throw a Blanket on You 


Most teams have one player considered the best “coverage 
corner” on the squad. That guy is usually assigned to the oppo- 
nents’ best receiver, or at least put on the open side of the field 
to cover the most ground. 

But when a team has two outstanding cover guys ... then 
they've really got something. It makes all the difference in pass 
coverage, often taking foes’ No. 2 or 3 receivers completely out 
of an offensive game plan. Here’s a glance at the best pairs of 
cover fiends: 

1. Chris Canty and Joe Gordon, Kansas State 

2. Rashee Johnson and Kelly Malveaux, Arizona 

3. Fernando Bryant and Deshea Townsend, Alabama 


1. Nebraska 


4. Anthone Lott and Fred Weary, Florida 
5. A.J. Johnson and Chad Scott, Maryland 


Right Tackles Vlecd Attention, [oo 


Everyone loves left tackles. They have been called underap- 
preciated for so long that they are no longer underappreciated. In 
fact, they get more attention, usually, than the rest of the offen- 
sive line put together. TV isolation, close-ups, all that. 

But what coaches have come to love is a good right tackle. 
First of all, that usually means you've got a good enough left 
tackle that you can station this guy on the right side, where he’s 
mostly responsible for burying opponents on running plays. 


38. itis: Site “Uncertain onl keeps present from ria too many strides. 


2. Floride State 
3. Notre Dame : 
4. Tennessee 


39. EastCorolina QB Marcus Crandell makes Pirates dangerous every week. 


40. 10. Maryland Terps sec ‘scored winning record last year, now make a move. 


“Al. South Corolina Gamecocks trying fo fight their way beyond ordinary. 


5. Florida 


42. - Georgia Tech O'Leary has turned Jackets back around; how high can they g go? 


6. Ohio State 


43 ‘Cincinnati Buddy's boy, Rex, arrives to help coach the defense. 


7. USC 


|. UCLA “Holy Toledo! Youthful Bruins with new coach, r murderous schedule. 


8. Miomi 


. Oklahoma “Call this the postSchnellie hangover. = 


9, Syracuse 
10. Colorado Rocky rae Rifle 
“11. Texas : Ab, to bey 
12. Penn State 


13, Texos A&M 


46. . Washington State Cougars hope fo turn a new Leaf with promising QB. -. 
. Boston College Tough not fo think of Eagles’ opener as a vacation ... at t Howaii. 


48. Wyoming Veteran ‘Pokes saddled ‘up for a wild ride. c 
#8. “49. louisville No one creates turnovers like the Cardinal defense. 


50. 0. Colorado State Rams could contend with a quarterback. 


14, ISU 


1. Indiana IF QB Chris Dittoe rebounds, Hoosiers could s surprise. 


15. Alabama rer: Tide eae strong de 
16. ‘Northwestern RY WES sill vay good, Me 
17. Kansas State 


_ West Virginia _ Offense could be potent, but we said that last year. 


53. Southern Miss Eagles get another winning season, but no crown. 


Arizona _ Tomey’ s teams thrive when outside expectations are low. 


18. Michigan 
19. Arizona State 


5. N.C. State Pack tries to rebound from disappointing season. 
56. Purdue Trying to avoid 12h s straight losing season; longest i in Big Ten, 


20. Utch = 
21. Auburn 
22. lowo 


23. North Carolina 


57. California Mariucci arrives as best defensive players j jump to NFL. 
58. Illinois Illini always strong defensively, but need to spice up the offense. 


59. Army Seems to have passed Air Force in quest for r academy supremecy. 


60. Kentucky Con Curry: survive another losing season? 


24. ‘Virginia 
25. BYU 


26. Kansas Better team than | KU's| s first 10-win season eoson (1993) ‘in 90 years? 
dilascebeiale iA alae baa 


27. Oregon Goal of third stra straight Jon. 1 bow! too much 


61. Toledo RB Wasean Tait has Rockets soaring in MAC. 


ask. 
28. Washington Huskies are talented, but but can’t wade through their depth. 


29. Georgia Adangerous darkh darkhorse if Bulldogs stay healthy. 


62. Tulsa New WAC member lacks offensive punch. 
63. Pittsburgh Can Majors ors keep his team healthy for a change? 


64. Oklahoma State Punishing ground game leads Cowboys from the depths. 


5. Ole Miss With s scholarship count t dropping under 60, Rebels fight to survive. survive. 


Significantly improved, but first year of Big 12 will be tough. 


30. Clemson Experienced QB, power running game, tough defense. 


. Mississippi State Bulldogs have new coordinators, but get some results, 


31. Virginia Tech Lost too much talent ... road | games at Syracuse ¢ ond Miami| hurt. 
32. Texas Tech Leastknown Big 12 contender heads for fourth straight bow. 


. lowa State Enjoy Troy Davis' last season. The NFLis calling, 


. Oregon State Beavers hope varied offense will give them a better chance. 


33. Wisconsin Lack of ‘veteran QB keeps Badgers from from reaching higher. 


34. Arkansas Alter a fine season, Razorbacks drift back in pack. 
35. San Diego State Follow that Jones guy to WAC championship game. 


70. Duke Four of first five on road, d, only | home gome Northwestern. 


71. Miomi (Ohio) Alter 8-2-1 season, veteran team could overtake Toledo. 


72. Minnesota They say you win with defense, and Gophers haven't had ¢ one. 


36. Stanford Willingham has Cardinal building le legit fo foundation. 


73. TCU Bad ‘year fo start in WAC ... croakers are re rebuilding. 


37. Baylor Great recruiting class; but who's eligible? 
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74. Nevada ~~ League (and coach} has changed, but Wolf Pack keeps on winning. 
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S coying 


Here’s a glance at the country’s best right 

tackles (with left tackle in parentheses): 

1. Eric Anderson, Nebraska 
(Adam Treu) 

2. Jerry Wunsch, Wisconsin 
(Cayetano Castro) 

3. Mike Doughty, Notre Dame 
(Chris Clevenger) 

4. Eric Gohlstin, Ohio State 
(Orlando Pace) 

5. Alan Faneca, Louisiana State 
(Sean Wells) 


Tough Schedules 


These teams don’t get the normal 
breaks in the schedule. Usually an unusu- flexible,leakproof 320z flask molds to your body 
alipiouaiehor cosletenee gains, ot tv Hides comfortably under your clothes with easy 


tough road slate: 
reise dispenser valve for enjoyment at any event 


Plays seven of 11 games against CALL TOLL FREE NOW TO ORDER 1 888 2 flaskiT 


teams that won eight or more games last Add $2.00 ea. shipping & handling. Visa, Mastercard, Amex. Not sold in stores. 
season. The Buffs contest six of Lindy’s Send check or $order to GOALPOST Prods. Inc.,1844 N.Nob Hill Rd., #182, FTL, FL 33324 
Top 26 preseason teams, with three on 
the road. 

2. UCLA 


The Bruins play the typically tough 
Pac-10 slate ... and two of their first 


three games are at Tennessee and at Michigan. 5. Michigan 

3. Texas Ohio State, Northwestern, Penn State in Big Ten, with 

Six foes played in bowl games last season, including four UCLA, Colorado and Boston College non-conference, plus in- 
which the Longhorns must play on the road. state rival Michigan State. 

4. Oklahoma 5a. Southern Miss 

The Sooners play eight of 11 games against teams in Lindy’s Golden Eagles play seven of 11 games on the road; four of 
preseason Top 40. those foes played in bowls last season. 


Ranking the Teams ... Atl of Thm Ranking the Teams ... All of Them Ranking the Teams ... All of Them 


. Air Force Splendid quarterback Beau Morgan — little else — returns. . UTEP Short on talent; enough spunk to surprise 

. Ball State Great defense, All:American punter is a recipe for success. . BowlingGreen —_A second straight losing season under Blackney is unlikely. 

. Fresno State Could this be Sweeney's last stand? . Northern Illinois Left Big West, will join MAC next year .., makes sense. 
SMU With 16 starters returning; time to make a move? . New Mexico St. Improved, but Aggies still have o long way to go. 

. Memphis Always a few good athletes, but never enough of them. . Central Michigan Chippewas showed how easy it is to go from good to bad. 

. Vanderbilt Pass offense, run personnel have mixed like oil, water. . Temple At least the Owls are better than another Big East team. 

. Rice Too many missing pieces to make waves in WAC. . Rutgers Scarlet Knights feel like just storting over 

. Wake Forest Winless in ACC last season. . W. Michigan Youthful Broncos try to avoid rare losing season. 

. Houston QB Chuck Clements will outscore a handful of opponents. . Nevlas Vegas Tough schedule will take its toll in big step up to WAC. 

. Central Florida Can be viable Division LA program even with leftover recruits. . SWlovisiana Didn't this program seem to be on the rise a while back? 
New Mexico Once terrible; now stuck at mediocre. . Arkansas State Winning 1995 hos Tribe feeling good about step up to Division I-A. 

. Idaho The step up from Big Sky looks smooth for Vandals, . San Jose State More than two wins might be a miracle for Spartans. 

. Ulich State Again the Aggies will threaten, but come up short. . North Texas Eagles now play in Big West, so at least they have a chance. 

. Hawaii Thank goodness for arrival of Big West patsies. . Boise State So much inexperience would hurt even in Big Sky in 96 

. Lovisiana Tech © WR Chad Mackey, RB Lee Ragsdale are major talents. . AlaBirmingham Anybody for some hoops? 

. Tulone Still a long way to go for the improved Green Wave. . Ohio Hey, at least it’s a step up from last year {108 of 108). 

. Navy Middies need another dozen Sean Andrews to enlist. . Akron This program continues to zip into reverse. 

. E. Michigan QB Charlie Batch could spark Eagles into a MAC sleeper. . Kent In the Bottom 111, the Golden Flashes are tops. 

. NE Louisiana QB Raymond Philyaw puts up big numbers. 


1996 Linpy’s FooTBALL ANNUALS 71 


Soft Schedules 


We're not saying these teams have it easy, but compared to 
others in similar positions or leagues, they have a slate of games 
that is set up relatively favorably: 

1. Army The Cadets field one of its better editions in 
the last 15 years which should take advantage of a schedule that 
includes two I-AA opponents and I-A teams that finished under 


Re-emerging ¢tserrhere 


Remember these guys? They used to wear different uniforms. 
But now that they've shown up on a different campus (and sat 
around for a season watching college football), they're ready to 
make their presence felt in a big way: 


.500 last season. 


2. Tennessee The Vols play nine games in-state with four of 
its last five against sub-.500 teams. Just three foes were in post- 


season last year. 
3. Miami 


4. BYU 


5. Oregon 


Six of 10 I-A opponents were under .500 last 
season, Just one road game against team that was over .500. 
Seven of 13 games against teams under .500 
and just three of 13 were in postseason play last season. 

The Ducks don’t have to play USC, get 
UCLA and Washington in Eugene, and have non-conference tilts 


against Fresno State, Nevada and (a down) Colorado State. 


1996 
Post Season 
Bowl Line-Up 


Las Vegas Bowl ESPN 
Las Vegas, Nevada; December 19 
MAC Champion vs. Big West Champion 


$150,000 per team 


Jeep Eagle Aloha Bowl 
Honolulu, Hawaii; December 25 
Big 12 #5 vs. Pac-10 #4 
$750,000 per team 


Haka Bowl 

Auckland, New Zealand; December 26 
Pac-10 #3 vs. At Large team 

$1.5 million per team 


ESPN 


Carquest Bowl 

Miami, Florida; December 27 
Big East #3 vs. ACC #4 
$750,000 per team 


Copper Bow! 

Tucson, Arizona; December 27 
WAC #2 vs Big 12 #6 
$750,000 (last year) 


72 Linbdy’s FooTBAtL ANNUALS 


Es Bowl — 


=o 
ESPN © 
Atlanta, Georgia; December 28 

SEC #4 vs. ACC #3 

$1.3 million per team (last year) 


Builders Square Alamo Bowl 


San Antonio, Texas; December 29 
Big 12 #4 vs. Big Ten #4 


$1 million per team 


Flymouth Holiday Bowl 

San Diego, California; December 30 

Big 12 #3 vs. Wac #1 or Pac-10 #2 
$1.35 million per team (last year) 

Norwest Sun Bowl . 

El Paso, Texas; December 31 

Pac-10 #5 vs. Big Ten #5 

$1 million per team 


Poulan/Weed Eater Independence Bowl ESPN 
Shreveport, Louisiana; December 31 

SEC #5 ve. Open 

$750,000 per team 


FedEx Orange Bow! 

Miami, Florida; December 31 
Alliance #4 vs. Alliance #6 
$8.33 million per team 


Outback Bowl 

Tampa, Florida; January 1 
Big Ten #3 ve. SEC #3 
$1.5 million minimum 


Player Current Team Old Team 
1. Scott Frost, qb Nebraska Stanford 
2. Branndon Stewart, qb Texas A&M Tennessee 
3. Darren Hambrick, lb South Carolina _—_ Florida 
4. Seth Smith, wr Oklahoma Michigan 
5. Gus Ornstein, qb Michigan State | Notre Dame 
6. Akili King, rb Oregon State Army 
7. Nate Stimson, dt Georgia Tech Miami 
8. Trevor Pryce, dt Clemson Michigan 
9. Leland Taylor, dt Louisville Tennessee 
10. Geoff Turner, wr Colorado State —_ Iowa State 


— John Hadley and Don Borst 


Toyota Gator Bowl 
Jacksonville, Florida; January 1 
ACC #2 vs. Big East #2 

$1.5 million per team 


CompUSA Florida Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Florida; January 1 
Big Ten #2 ve. SEC #2 

$3 million per team 


Cotton Bowl Classic CBS 


Dallas, Texas; January 1 


Big 12 #2 vs. Pac-10 #2 or WAC Champion 


, $2 million per team 


Rose Bowl ABC 
Pasadena, California; January 1 

Big Ten Champ vs. Pac-10 Champ 

$8.1 million per team, 


Tostitos Fiesta Bowl 
Tempe, Arizona; January 1 
Alliance #3 vs. Alliance #5 
$8.35 million per team 


Nokia Sugar Bowl 

New Orleans, Louisiana; January 2 
Alliance #1 vs. Alliance #2 

$8.6 million per team 


St. Jude Liberty Bowl ESPN 
Memphis, Tennessee; December 27 or 26 
Conference USA Champ vs. Big East #4 
$750,000 minimum 
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Honors 


Helsman (Outetanding Player) 


1. Peyton Manning, qb 
Darnell Autry, rb 
Danny Wuerffel, gb 
Troy Davis, rb 
Warrick Dunn, rb 


OPNOOGAARLID 


George Jones 
. Sedrick Shaw 


Bay OP ries Yh cartaee) 


p Koy poten 
. Jake Plummer 
Ron Powlus 


Blletnikoff (Wide Receiver) 


1. Kevin Lockett 
Marcus Harris 

3. Joey Kent 

. Andre Cooper 
Keith Poole 


Tennessee 


Colo 
Ohio State 
Notre Dame 
Southern California 
Virginia 


lowa State 
Northwestern 
Florida State 
San Diego State 
lowa 


Tennessee 
Florida 
Colorado 
Arizona State 
Notre Dame 


Kansas State 
Wyoming 
Tennessee 
Florida State 
Arizona State 


Outland Trophy (Interior Lineman) 


1. Orlando Pace 
. Orlando Pace 
3. Orlando Pace 

Chris Dishman 
5. Brian Kardos 


Ohio State 
Ohio State 
Ohio State 
Nebraska 
Northwestern 


Lombardl Trophy (Linomnan/Linebacter) 


Orlando Pace, ot 
Darrell Rusgell, dt 
Bert Berry, olb 
Chris Dishr 0g 
Brian Kardos, ot 


AOI 


Butkus De, 
1. t Fitzgerald 
Zi Jarrett lrons 
a 
4 
5 


. Terrell Farley 


Ohio Stat. 

Southern California 
Notre Dame 
Nebraska 
Northwestern 


Northwestern 
Michigan 

Notre Dame 
Mississippi State 
Nebraska 


Jim ere (Defensive Pac). 


Ronde 
Shaw 


OB OID 


Anthone Lott 


tou Groza (Placekicker) 
f Rae el Garcia 


Daylon McCutcheon 


Ohio State 


Southern California 


Florida 


The last time 

Jack Daniel Distillery 
brought outa 

new whiskey, 
President Johnson was 
in the White House. 


Andrew Johnoon. 


JACK DANIELS 
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Alcohol 40% by Valiime, Distilled and RottbyyJads Daniel Distlfeey, Lem Motlow, Propllctor, Bynchburg (Pop. 301) Tennessee. 
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Greatest Ever? 


°95 Huskers Take Over Top Spot From °71 Champs 


arrell Royal, an astute observer of college football for 
more than half a century, thought he had seen it all. 
Then he sat down last January and watched Nebraska 
demolish Florida, 62-24, in the Fiesta Bowl. 

“ thought it would be a high-scoring game,” said the retired 
coach, the icon of Texas football. “It was — on one end.” 

Nebraska’s front four and linebackers seemingly spent the 
whole evening in Florida quarterback Danny Wuerffel’s face, 
Husker quarterback Tommie Frazier was busy making an ESPN 
highlight film by shaking off seven Gators en route to a 75-yard 
touchdown and, in the end, there was Nebraska third-string quar- 
terback Matt Turman mercifully kneeling at the UF goal line on 
the last play to prevent additional damage. 


COMPARING THE HUSKERS 


CATEGORY = (1971 —_—_1995 
Record a a 
go — a ee OT 
ys. 500 foes 6.0 60° 
Ee: victory margin pc points ars ae ee 
VW 
Heeler — 27718) a. 556.3 (2) 
Total | defense (yards) <a 202.9 (5) 294.1 (13) 
“Scoring offense (points) an ae 39.1 (3) = S2Aaitas 
Scoring defense (points) 8.2 (3) 13.6 (4) 


Figures in parentheses are national ranking 


The national championship-clinching victory was really no 
different than Nebraska’s other three wins over Top 10 oppo- 
nents, which were decided by an average of four touchdowns. 

But it took the annihilation in Arizona to set this Nebraska 
team apart from all others. Greatest of all time? 

“| have no memory of anybody dominating like Nebraska 
did,” Royal said. “We had three national championships, and we 
got out by the hair of our chinny-chin-chin three times a season. 
Nebraska, they were standing over there looking for the water 
bucket by the fourth quarter in all of their games.” 

By going 12-0, the ‘95 Huskers won the school’s second 
straight national title and completed a three-year run in which NU 
went 36-1-0. The 36 wins are an NCAA three-year record. 

“They brought college football to a different level,” said 
Roger Valdiserri, the longtime Notre Dame sports information 
director who retired last year. “I don't know if anybody will ever 
catch up to them.” 

The Huskers outscored their opponents by an average of 38.7 
points, a greater margin than that posted by the 1971 Huskers. 

The ’71 team, which like the ’95 edition, won the second of 
back-to-back national championships for Nebraska, had been 
considered the greatest team of all-time by many observers. It was 
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so chosen in a 1988 book by The Sporting News and later by 
Jeff Sagarin’s computer ratings for USA Today. 

Sagarin, whose computer heavily weighs a team’s strength of 
schedule, now ranks the '95 Huskers ahead of the *71 team. 

But it doesn’t take a whiz-kid from MIT to see that this team 
was one for the ages. 

Don Bryant, NU’s associate athletic director for public rela- 
tions, has watched Nebraska football since the 1940s — as a stu- 
dent, as a Lincoln sports writer and as the school’s sports 
information director. 

Until last year, Bryant had long said he thought the °71 
Huskers were the best ever. He hedges now, only on account of 
the ‘95 Huskers’ superior physical presence. 

“T would have to think this is the best Nebraska football team 
I've seen, mainly because of the size and speed and all of that,” 
Bryant said. “Dick Rupert played guard on the '71 team at 220 
pounds. These days, we've got kids over 300 pounds playing the 
same position. 

“Last year was like the '71 team in that they went wire-to- 
wire and nobody scared them. I’ve never seen a more devastating 
football team on both sides of the ball.” 

The °71 Huskers, coach Bob Devaney’s second-to-last team, 
went 13-0, won by an average of 33.6 points and had 12 players 
named All-Big Eight. Their season culminated in the Orange 
Bowl with a 38-6 win over second-ranked Alabama. 

Afterward, the late Alabama coach Paul “Bear” Bryant said: 
“Most of the time they just toyed with us. They were one of the 
greatest, if not the greatest, I have ever seen.” 

Hmm. Florida coach Steve Spurrier was saying about the 
same thing after the Fiesta Bowl. 

Arguments can be made for other great teams, with Bud 
Wilkinson's 1956 Oklahoma club (which was the peak of the 
Sooners’ record 47-game winning streak), Southern Cal (1972), 
Alabama (1979), Army (1944-45), Notre Dame (1966, 1924, 
etc.), Texas (1969), Ohio State (1968) and Pitt (1976) among the 
teams generally conceded to have had everything. 

But all were ranked behind Devaney’s Nebraska team ... 
which means they are also now all ranked behind Tom Osborne’s 
1995 team, too. 

“This Nebraska team compares favorably to them all,” said 
ABC's Keith Jackson. “It’s fun to argue about it, but you can’t 
off-handedly say ‘this team would have beaten that team.’ 

“But when you dominate your generation — and I consider a 
generation of players to be three years — then this group didn’t 
do too badly, did it?” 

That's another issue: Greatest dynasties. As the first team 
with successive perfect national championship seasons in nearly 
four decades, the 1994-95 Nebraska squad qualifies in that argu- 
ment, too. 

The 95 Huskers led the nation in rushing (399.8 yards), 
points (52.4) and were second in total offense (556.3). Their 
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Scoping the V\ation ¢ Scoping the V\ation 


defense ranked second against the rush (78.4), points allowed 
(13.6) and in total yards (294. 1). 

The closest any team played the Huskers was Washington 
State, which lost 35-21. 

Nebraska knocked off Kansas State 49-25, Colorado 44-21 
and Kansas 41-3. Those teams finished No. 5, 7 and 9 in the AP 
Top 25, and they couldn’t even stay within three touchdowns of 
the Cornhuskers. 

Frazier was the Johnny Unitas Award winner and runner-up 
to Ohio State tailback Eddie George in Heisman Trophy voting. I- 
back Lawrence Phillips rushed for 547 yards and nine touch- 
downs in five games, despite missing six games due to suspension 
at the beginning of the season. In the Fiesta Bow! Phillips rushed 
for 165 yards and scored three touchdowns. 

In addition to Frazier, the Huskers had All-Americans in cen- 
ter Aaron Graham and defensive end Jared Tomich. 

The Huskers’ accomplishments become even more impres- 
sive when scholarship limitations are factored in. Until the mid- 
1970s, schools could offer as many athletic scholarships as they 
wanted. The NCAA limit now is all the way down to 85, a figure 
that seems to create parity everywhere except in Lincoln, Neb. 

In 1995, and any year before, there has been no equal to the 
1995 Cornhuskers. 

But Royal said that shouldn’t diminish the accomplishments 
of past great teams. 

“It's like comparing a Ford today with a Ford 40 years ago,” 
he said. “Which one is best? It’s obvious. They're getting bigger 
and better and stronger as the years go by. 

“That doesn’t take any of the luster of glory away from the 
teams of yesteryear. Someday, a team is going to come along 
that people are going to think is better than 1995 Nebraska.” 

— Eric Olson 


ALL-TIME TOP 25 


The ‘71 Huskers had set the standard; and this team met 
and topped it. It butchered a solid schedule of opponents, then 
thrashed No. 2 Florida, 62-24, in what was supposed to be one 
of college football's all-time matchups. Tom Osborne's team won 
with defense, offense and special teams in resetting the standard 
by which all other great national champions will be measured. 


The Cornhuskers wasted 11 of 12 regular-season foes by an 
average of 39-8. The other game was the never-to-be forgotten 
35-31 triumph at No. 2 Oklahoma. Then they buried new-No. 2 
Alabama, 38-6, in the Orange Bowl — their 32nd game with- 
out a loss. Johnny Rodgers, QB Jerry Tagge, FB Jeff Kinney, DTs 
Larry Jacobson and Rich Glover ... this team had no weakness. 


The Trojans had it all and won them all without a close call, 
though half of their opponents were ranked teams. Anthony Davis 
scored six TDs against No.10 Notre Dame; Sam “Bam” Cunning- 
ham scored four TDs against No. 3 Ohio State in the Rose Bowl. 
Gained rare unanimous No.1 vote by writers and coaches. 
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We’re not going to rank these. These teams — or groups 
of teams — dominated college football to varying degrees 
and for various amounts of fime. Listed chronologically, 
they're the 10 greatest dynasties to have ruled the sport: 


Notre Dame (1919-30) The Rockne Era 

Went 101-11-3 in 12 seasons under Knute Rockne, capturing three 
titles (1924, 1929, 1930) and establishing the legends of George Gipp 
and the Four Horsemen. 


Vinnesola (1933-41) The Bierman Eva 

Went 58-9-5 in nine years under Bernie Bierman, with five titles 
(1934-35-36, 1940-41). No other program has ever captured three 
straight consensus national championships. 


Votre Dame (1946-53) The Leahy Eva 

Frank Leahy (who played for Rockne) coached three national champi- 
ons (1946, 1947, 1949), three Heisman Trophy winners, and compiled a 
63-8-6 record in an eight-year span. 


Oklahoma (1948-58) The Wilkinson Eva 

The Sooners of Bud Wilkinson established the longest winning streak 
ever (47 games), and were 107-8-2 in 11 years, replete with three titles 
(1955, 1956, 1958) and seven other Top 5 finishes. 


Vabama (1960-66) Bear I 
Just two years after Paul Bryant took over (1958), the Crimson Tide 
took off: They went 68-6-3 in a seven-year span, winning crowns in 1961, 


1964 and 1965. 


Wabama (1971-80) Bear Il 

After a few “so-so” seasons, the Bear and the Tide were back, rat- 
tling off a 107-13 mark in 10 years, with three more national champi- 
onships (1973, 1978, 1979) 


Southern Cal (1967-79) Reign of Troy 

The USC tailback tradition came to the fore under John McKay (80- 
17-7) and then John Robinson (43-6-1) as the Trojans won four national 
titles in 13 years (1967, 1972, 1974, 1978) and finished second twice. 


Oklahoma (1973-80) Barry's Boys 
Coach Barry Switzer embraced and enhanced the Wishbone, and 
nobody could stop it. They went 83-9-2, were unbeaten for 37 games, 


won {wo titles and were ranked in the Top 7 for eight straight years {in the 
Top 3 six times). 


Wiami (1983-92) Raging Hurricanes 
In a 10-year period (107-13), the ‘Canes went into a bowl game 
with a shot af the national title eight times, winning four championships. 


Coaches were Howard Schnellenberger (1983, 11-1), Jimmy Johnson 
(1984-88, 52-9) and Dennis Erickson (1989-92, 44-4). 


Nebraska (1973-95) The Osborne Era 

Tom Osborne's 231-47-3 record in 23 years is highlighted by two 
national championships and an astounding 36-1 mark the past three sea- 
sons — the loss coming on the final play of the 1993 title game. The 
‘Huskers seek their third straight title in 1996. 
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4. Oklahoma ‘56 10-0 


The ‘55 Sooners were unbeatable and ‘56 was even better, 
with four first-team All-Americans (Tommy McDonald, Jerry Tubbs, 
Bill Krisher, Ed Gray). This team was the apex of the 47-game win- 
ning streak that is college football’s unchallenged record. 


5. Army ‘45 9-0 

It's difficult to overstate this team’s dominance in winning the 
1944 and 1945 crowns. Coach Red Blaik virtually had his pick of 
the nation’s able-bodied young men, and two of them — Doc Blan- 
chard and Glenn Davis — became Heismen. Thrashed No. 2 
Notre Dame, 48-0. 


6. Alabama ‘79 12-0 

Bear's greatest team? Arguably. Paul Bryant won six national 
titles at Alabama, but this one was coming off a disputed 1978 
title, so it was all the more impressive the way Bama removed all 
doubt in ‘79. The Tide crushed everybody on the schedule. 


7. Ohio State ‘68 10-0 

These were Woody Hayes’ Super Sophs, led by Rex Kern, Jack 
Tatum, Jim Stillwagon and John Brockington. They would go on to a 
27-2 career, but this was their one championship. They beat USC, 
27-16, in one of the greatest Rose Bowl matchups ever. 


8. Miami ‘87 12-0 

After throwing away the title in ‘86 (5 interceptions in Fiesta 
Bowl), the Hurricanes came back with a vengeance. They beat 
Florida State in Tallahassee, and top-ranked Oklahoma in a 1-vs.-2 
Orange Bowl. Those were the only losses for FSU and OU. 


9. Texas '69 11-0 

The biggest of legends in the Lone Star State. The Long- 
horns beat Arkansas in a “game of the century,” prompting 
President Nixon to declare them national champions, much to 
the chagrin of Penn State. Texas went on to beat Notre Dame 
in the Cotton Bowl. 


10. Southern Cal ‘67 10-1 

A 3-0 loss in the mud at Oregon State keeps this team from a 
Top 3 spot, but a 4-0 record vs. Top-5 foes shows its greatness. 
The O.J. Simpson-led Trojans edged No. 1 UCLA, 21-20. Nine 
guys became firstrounders, with Ron Yary ('68) and Simpson ('69) 
No. 1 picks. 


11. Pittsburgh ’76 12-0 

Johnny Majors had plenty of talent, led by QB Matt 
Cavanaugh and DT Randy Holloway. Oh yeah, don’t forget Tony 
Dorsett, who is still the only player in the past 45 years to score the 
triple crown: Heisman Trophy, No. 1, undefeated season. 


12. Michigan State ‘66 9-0-1 

Duffy Daugherty’s team was tied by Notre Dame on Nov.19, 
not the other way around. With DE Bubba Smith, DB George Web- 
ster and HB Clint Jones, the Spartans had won 19 straight regular- 
season games. No-repeat rule robbed them of Roses. 


(tie) Notre Dame ’66 9-0-1 

After Ara Parseghian settled for the most famous tie in sports 
history (10-10), the Irish thrashed No. 10 USC, 51-0, and edged 
MSU in the polls. Alan Page, Terry Hanratty, Bob Kuechenberg 
and Nick Eddy led a who’s-who roster (8 All-Americans). 


14. Syracuse ‘59 11-0 

Led the nation in total offense, with the “Sizable Seven” lead- 
ing halfback Ernie Davis (1961 Heisman). Ben Schwartzwalder’s 
club also was No. 1 in total defense, allowing just 193 yards rush- 
ing all season long. Beat No. 2 Texas in Cotton Bowl, 23-14. 
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15. Notre Dame ‘88 12-0 

A star-studded cast (nine guys went in the first two rounds of 
the next three drafts) ran the table against a schedule with teams 
ranked No. 1, 2 and 3. The 34-21 bowl rout of West Virginia 
could have been twice as bad, but Lou Holtz called off the dogs. 


16, UCLA ‘54 9-0 

Coming off a Rose Bowl season, Red Sanders’ Bruins couldn't 
return to Pasadena due to the league's no-repeat rule. They didn’t 
need a bowl to win the title, outscoring foes, 367-40, including a 
34-0 rout of No. 7 (and Rose Bowl-bound) Southern Cal. 


17. Oklahoma ‘75 11-1 

This team would be much higher if not for an amazing 23-3 
loss to Kansas in which OU fumbled 11 times. The ‘74 Sooners 
went 11-0, but were bowlless due to probation, and the ‘75 team 
repeated as champs behind Lee Roy and Dewey Selmon. 


18. Washington ‘91 12-0 

The best team of the ‘90s until the ‘95 Cornhuskers came 
along. This was the best ever assembled in the West outside of Los 
Angeles. Don James’ Huskies had five lettermen who would eventu- 
ally become firstrounders among this team’s 23 draft picks. 


(tie) Miami ‘91 12-0 

How dominant was the Hurricane rushing defense? Well, 
Miami scored more touchdowns on punt returns (three), than it 
allowed opponents to score rushing (two). Shared national champi- 
onship and trip to the White House with Washington. 


20. Penn State ‘94 12-0 

Finished No, 2 in the polls to Nebraska, but this is where they 
belonged. Had nation’s No. 1 QB (Kerry Collins), WR (Bobby 
Engram), TE (Kyle Brady}, a great offensive line, and a RB (KiJana 
Carter) who was the No. 1 pick of the NFL. Who needed defense? 


(tie) Nebraska ‘94 13-0 

This team offered a glimpse of what the 1995 NU edition 
would offer. The Cornhuskers beat up everybody they played, even 
with QB Tommie Frazier missing half the season with a leg injury. 
They finished the job in the Orange Bowl by beating Miami, 24-17. 


22. Notre Dame ‘30 10-0 

In the inaugural season for Notre Dame Stadium (the house 
that Rock built), this was Knute Rockne’s last, and by most 
accounts, best team. Rockne had recovered from life-threatening 
phlebitis and was at his best to direct the Irish to their second 
straight title. 


23. Minnesota ‘41 8-0 

Coach Bernie Bierman’s teams were virtually unstoppable for a 
decade, but this one was ridiculously good. Only one team scored 
more than once all season (lowa in a 34-13 Minnesota victory). 
Halfback Bruce Smith won the Heisman Trophy. 


24. Alabama ‘66 11-0 

Yes, this means three teams from ‘66 rank among the best 
ever, but fact is, it’s true. Ken Stabler-led Tide should have 
leapfrogged both ND and MSU, but instead finished No. 3. It’s 
one of four times ND has beaten Bama to No. 1: Twice on the 
field, twice in the polls. 


25. Oklahoma ‘71 11-1 

Lost only to Nebraska, 35-31, in what has gone down as 
the greatest game ever between two of the greatest teams ever. 
And, remember, the Sooners led with two minutes to go. Jack 
Mildren led an offense that averaged 566 yards a game; 472 
on the ground. 
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Our 71H Season in Fantasy Football! 


1 in 8 Entries Receives a Cash Prize! 


Entries are $25” or 2 for $45”. Additional entries are $15” 
each. You may enter as often as you like. Compete with 
your friends in the same league... just let us know! 


Each entry may make two free trades during the season. 
Additional trades are $3”. Details will be sent in welcome 
packet which will be mailed September 4. Entries must be 
postmarked by August 30. Contest starts with games played 
after August 30. 


Each entry will receive 3 monthly reports, including league 
and overall standings. Weekly reports may be purchased for 
$6” per entry. 


Each entry is automatically placed in a league of 25 teams. 
See prize information below. 


A&B Fantasy Sports, Inc. 
1015 Forest Circlee Hueytown, Alabama 35023 


Each player accumulates points 
based on the following: 


Touchdown Pass 
Touchdown Reception 
Rush 

Return 

25 Yards Passing 

10 Yards Receiving 
Defensive Sack 
Defensive Turnover 


——-—-$—ECO O00 


Danny Wuerffel, Florida 
Ron Powlus, Notre Dame 
Jake Plummer, Arizona State 
Koy Detmer, Colorado 
Peyton Manning, Tennessee 


Troy Davis, lowa State 
Darnell Autry, Northwestern 
Robert Edwards, Georgia 
Jay Graham, Tennessee 
Warrick Dunn, Florida State 


4 James Brown, Texas 
Marcus Crandell, East Carolina 
Steve Sarkisian, BYU 
Jim Druckenmiller, Virginia Tech 
Beau Morgan, Air Force 


Tony Graziani, Oregon 

Chad Johnston, West Virginia 
Brad Otton, Southern California 
Donovan McNabb, Syracuse 
Mike Bobo, Georgia 


Tiki Barber, Virginia 

Ahman Green, Nebraska 
Leon Johnson, North Carolina 
Alex Smith, Indiana 

Kevin Faulk, LSU 


Rashaan Shehee, Washington 
George Jones, San Diego State 
Jerod Douglas, Baylor 

Autry Denson, Notre Dame 
Byron Hanspard, Texas Tech 


Ist Prize 

2nd Prize 

3rd Prize 

Ath Prize 

5th-1 Oth Prizes 
1 1th-25th Prizes 


Ist Prize 
2nd Prize 
3rd Prize 


Wasean Tait, Toledo 
Billy West, Pittsburgh 
Sedrick Shaw, lowa 
Danyell Ferguson, Miami 
Madre Hill, Arkansas 


Keith Poole, Arizona State 
Andre Cooper, Florida State 
E.G. Green, Florida State 
Marcus Harris, Wyoming 
D’wayne Bates, Northwestern 


Ike Hilliard, Florida 

Kevin Lockett, Kansas State 
Richard Dice, Arizona 
Reidel Anthony, Florida 
Rae Carruth, Colorado 


Octavus Barnes, North Carolina 
Zola Davis, South Carolina 
Joey Kent, Tennessee 

Tim Dwight, lowa 

Yatil Green, Miami 


Stephen Alexander, Oklahoma 
Chad Lewis, BYU 

Josh Wilcox, Oregon 

Kris Mangum, Mississippi 
Tony Gonzalez, California 


Arizona 
Illinois 
Florida State 
Alabama 
Nebraska 


Name Mail Entries and Check or 
Money Order Made Payable 
Address To: 


City, i A&B Fantasy Sports, Inc. 
1015 Forest Circle 


Entries must be postmarked by August 30, 1996. Hueytown, Alabama 35023 
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.« and Told us About It 


ou never know what you're going to see at a college foot- 
ball game, but you might see something you'll remember 
for the rest of your life. 

The typical college football fan is lucky to see a half-dozen 
games a year in person. But what if your job was to attend col- 
lege football games? Every week. All season. The best games in 
the best places. Imagine the stories you could tell. 

ABC’s Keith Jackson and Brent Musberger, NBC’s Don 
Criqui, and ESPN’s Ron Franklin can tell stories. They have spent 
the autumn Saturdays of most of their lives in places like 
Tuscaloosa and Ann Arbor. Lincoln and College Station. 
Knoxville and Gainesville. 

Not only have they been there watching, they have described 
college football for us. We asked them to recall their favorite 
games, and for some other thoughts on college football '96. 


THE Best GAME | EveR SAW 

Asking Keith Jackson to tell you about his favorite football 
game is like asking Michaelangelo to tell you about his favorite 
part of the Sistine Chapel. Jackson is in his fifth decade of 
describing college football action on the airwaves, and there is no 
one better at taking the blank canvas at kickoff and painting a 
verbal masterpiece in the ensuing three hours. 

With so many games to choose from, Jackson surprisingly 
doesn’t hesitate when asked which games stick in his mind: 
“Nineteen sixty-seven USC-UCLA, and the 1979 Sugar Bowl 
between Penn State and Alabama. 

“For USC-UCLA, the Heisman Trophy, the national title, the 
Pac-8 title, and the Rose Bowl were all on the line. O. J. Simp- 
son had two big runs and although the 67-yard run gets shown 
more, the 12-yard run was a tougher, better run.” 

Simpson’s second scoring run locked up a game that USC 
won, 21-20. UCLA's consolation came with the awarding of the 
Heisman Trophy to quarterback Gary Beban. “There were a lot 
of great players in that game that went on to play on Sunday,” 
Jackson added. 

Alabama fans remember the 1979 Sugar Bowl for the Crim- 
son Tide’s stirring goal-line stand against Penn State late in the 
game that clinched a 14-7 victory for Bear Bryant. But Jackson 
recalls the eerie similarities in games involving Penn State played 
a decade apart. 
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“The funny thing was, Paterno in ‘69 won an Orange Bowl 
game because Kansas had 12 men on the field and Penn State 
got to run an extra play,” he related. “In the °79 Sugar Bowl, the 
Alabama punter shanked it and Penn State had the ball at the 26- 
yard line ... but (Penn State) had 12 on the field for the punt —so 
the penalty gave Alabama a first down.” 

The punt came earlier in the fourth quarter and therefore is 
overshadowed and often forgotten. 

“The goal-line stand was so obvious and dominant and the 
key thing,” Jackson said, “but that punt was huge, as well.” 

Jackson signed a three-year deal last winter that will keep 
him in the ABC booth through his 70th birthday, giving him 
nearly 40 more games to call. It’s doubtful that any will match 
those two games... but you never know. 

¢ On the 1996 season: “The biggest question is does 
Nebraska have someone to replace Frazier? Nebraska can be as 
good as the last two years if Scott Frost can step in and do the 
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_ » 1996-97 Magazine Package. - eee 
GH Pre-Season Issue (August) Settee Ae 
~ #2 Pre-Signing, Date Issue Van.) Po NAR 
#3 Recruiting Re-Cap Issue (March) 
Plus a BONG Report on Lie favorite. eae 


1 996-97 Newsletter & Magazine Package 
All the Above Plus... 


#1 October - Farly Verbals, Pré-Season Update & More! 


#2 November - TOP JUCO Report & Verbal Upitates. 
~ #3. December - Recruiting Kickoff, 
. #4 Janvary’- Update on the Nation’s Top Prespeds 


* CSPN follows the nation’s: top L 500 high school and JUCO 


prospects from pre-season to signing day, complete with; All- 
America and All-Regional selection, player profiles, photos; 
-colleye choices and much more! % 
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Check out our Home Page on the World Wide Web! 
http://www. csp com 


information.” 


the Bears” 


For HOT National Recruiting News Call: 


1-900-896-3900 


only $1.59 per minute 


Verbals ¢ Visits ¢ College Rankings 
Strong Leanings and much more! 


Yes, please send me your 1996-97 Rocrifing Package and my FREE 
Bonus Report on my favorite college! 

Send me your 1996-97 Magazine Package and FREE Bonus 
Report for only $59.00 


Send me your complete Magazine and Newsletter Package 
(8 issues in all) for only $69.00 


Name: Favorite College: 
Address: 
City: State: Lip 


Please make payment payable to: 
(SA - 22647 Ventura Blvd., #359 © Woodland Hills, CA 91364 
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job. Colorado is gonna be good, although they've got to replace a 
lot of linemen. 

“The Big Ten is an interesting place. | wouldn’t be surprised 
to see Iowa be a pain-in-the-butt in 1996. And Northwestern is 
still good. Wisconsin could be a surprise, and | look for Penn 
State to be better. 

“One team you can always be sure of is Florida State. And 
Florida will be good. It won't surprise me to see a tight end and a 
fullback in their lineup. 

“USC will be better; there’s no reason to think they won't 
win the Pac-10. Tyrone Willingham is worth a couple of wins, 
and Stanford's fortunes are on the rise. Arizona State could be 
the surprise team in the Pac-10. Jake Plummer is the best quar- 
terback in the league.” 

¢ On the Big 12: “The story about the Big 12 is can the 
Texas schools keep the Texas kids at home? Will the new league 
be attractive enough to keep ‘em home?” 

¢ On the team to watch in ’97: “Auburn is gonna be a 
97 or 98 team. Bowden has done a terrific job.” 


THE Best Game I Ever Saw 

Brent Musberger’s most memorable game is one of the clas- 
sics in college football history. 

“One game does come to mind,” Musberger said, chuckling. 
He worked the 1984 season-ending matchup of Miami and 
Boston College, which featured one of college football's most 


famous plays: The Doug Flutie “Hail Mary” touchdown heave to 
Gerard Phelen. 

“Everybody remembers Flutie-to-Phelen, but beyond that 
magical moment, it was a great game — even without that pass,” 
Musberger said. “When Mel Bratton scored to put Miami ahead, 
we were satisfied. We thought it was one of the best we'd ever 
seen. I remember on Bratton’s run we had a really aggressive 
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sound man, and when Bernie Kosar and Jimmy Johnson were 
talking before the play we heard on the air Johnson say some- 
thing like, ‘What have we got?’ and Kosar replied, ‘Let’s just run 
it right [bleep]ing at em.’ And | laughed in the booth and said, 
‘Well, I guess Kosar left no doubt as to his plans.”” 

Bratton’s touchdown set up one last memorable play. Even 
Musberger was a little unsure of what happened. 

“T wasn’t sure at first who caught the pass, because of the 
pileup in the end zone. My spotter, Jimmy Tubbs, first figured it 
out. People tend to forget how strong Flutie’s arm was because 
he was so little.” 

In addition to the sensational finish, Musberger thinks the tim- 
ing of the game is a big reason why it has gone down in history 
as one of college football’s greatest ever. 

“It was the day after Thanksgiving and we were the only 
game on at the time so we had the whole country’s attention. 
Since that game, Hurricane fans have always perceived me as 
anti-Miami. After Washington broke Miami's home field winning 
streak in 1994, a young kid came running up to me and yells, 
‘You've always been anti-Miami ... you were pulling for Flutie to 
hit that pass!’” 

¢ One more reason the Flutie pass was historic: 
“Jimmy Johnson told me that his defensive coordinator was actu- 
ally in the press box elevator coming down to the field and missed 
the play ... and that led, at least indirectly, to Johnson’s hiring of 
Dave Wannstedt.” 

¢ On scholarship limitations: “Obviously it’s been a 
good thing. It’s allowed schools like my alma mater (Northwest- 
ern) to realize the dream of being competitive. What Gary Bar- 
nett’s done there is remarkable.” 

¢ On the need for a playoff: “Look at what the NCAA 
basketball tournament has done to this country in March. Everyone 
is watching and talking about college basketball. The same thing is 
possible if you have a football playoff. It doesn’t have to be big ... 
maybe four or even eight teams. It would become a major event.” 


THE Best GaME I Ever SAW 

Ron Franklin knows all about doing games with national 
attention. 

“For the most part we are unopposed on Saturday night so 
the players tend to wear their Sunday best,” says the man who 
enters his eighth year in the prime, late Saturday slot enjoyed by 
ESPN. But it’s not a game he did that has stuck with him deep- 
est: It’s a game he watched. As a kid. 

“You may think this is strange, but it was the first game | ever 
saw. November 15th, 1952.” Franklin rattles off the date as if 
he’s asked his birthday, “Ole Miss vs. Maryland.” 

As a kid growing up in Hazlehurst, Miss., Franklin spent 
many an afternoon listening to his beloved Rebels on the radio: “I 
listened to the games, but we could never go. I'd read everything | 
could about Ole Miss football.” 

Finally, when Franklin was 10, his parents got tickets to go 
see Ole Miss play Maryland. 

“Maryland was ranked No. 1 in the country. And, of course, 
we're all thinking there’s no way Mississippi is going to beat the 
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best team in the country. But Ole Miss did beat ‘em, 21-14. | 
remember the game was to and fro ... every time Maryland would 
score, Ole Miss would answer.” 

The Terrapins at the time were coached by Jim Tatum and 
the Rebels by Johnny Vaught — as in Vaught-Hemingway Sta- 
dium where Ole Miss still plays football. From that afternoon, a 
lifelong love affair was born. 

“It was one of those afternoons that I didn’t want to end,” 
Franklin said. “I realized at that moment that I had a love for foot- 
ball ... a passion. Think about it. The first game to see your team 
upset the No. 1 team in the country. | still run into players who 
played in the 
game and writ- 
ers who covered 
it, and they all 
talk about it in 
glowing terms.” 

* On the 
Big 12: “| 
think people 
started to realize 
during last 
year’s bowl sea- 
son what kind 
of impact this 
league might 
have. I think it’s 
a spectacular 
league and has 
the potential to 
be the very best 
in the nation. 
The fans (of the 
Big 8 and SWC) 
are excited, but it hasn’t completely set in yet what’s at hand. The 
first time a Texas or a Texas A&M has to go to Lincoln or Man- 
hattan ... that’s when it’s going to dawn on people how special 
this league can be.” 

¢ On the length of games: “| really love college football. 
It's my passion, but three hours and 45 minutes is not what we’re 
looking for. TV is partly responsible, but the rules committee has 
to do something to get it back to three hours. That’s the reason 
college basketball has been so successful. They give you a two- 
hour package. I’m going to talk with coaches this year and try to 
get suggestions on things that can be done to pick up the pace.” 

¢ On a sleeper to watch: “A team that’s going to be fun 
to watch...and everyone who plays ‘em better be careful ... is 
Georgia. They've got a lot of people coming back. I’m gonna 
be amazed if they don’t finish as a Top 20 team and they may 
surprise me and do even better. They're a club that has to be 
dealt with.” 


THE Best Game I Ever SAw 
It would figure that a guy who has broadcast 13 Orange 
Bowls would pick an Orange Bowl memory. 
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“My best game was a game voted the ‘Best of the ’80s’ by 
the College Football Writers Association — The 1984 national 
championship matchup between Miami and Nebraska,” NBC’s 
Don Criqui related. 

Miami won, 31-30, and Criqui remembers the anticipation of 
the game being almost as good as the game itself. 

“The thing I remember the most about this game,” he said, 
“was the way the Miami fans were so pumped up that a half-hour 
before kickoff, the stadium was packed. Unbelievable. The noise. 
The intensity. The excitement walking into that stadium was 
incredible.” 

The thing most fans remember about this matchup was 
Nebraska’s late touchdown and coach Tom Osborne’s decision to 
go for two when kicking the extra point and taking the tie would 
have given the Cornhuskers a national title. 

“There’s a lot to be said for Nebraska's attitude of going for 
the win,” says Criqui, who compares the decision and the out- 
come to another famous game. “The 1966 Michigan State- 
Notre Dame game that ended in a 10-10 tie ... (Notre Dame 
coach Ara) Parseghian lived with the criticism of not going for a 
win for the rest of his career. And people forget that Michigan 
State actually 
punted after 
Notre Dame 
did in the 
fourth quarter.” 

¢ On the 
1996 sea- 
son: “It’s 
pretty pre- 
dictable. In col- 
lege football 
the power- 
houses stay 
strong. South- 
ern Cal will be 
great. North- 
western returns 
15 starters and 
they'll be good 
again. Notre 
Dame will have 
the best rushing 
offense they've had in years because they have the best offen- 
sive line they've had in years. Nebraska will be good again, and 
the Florida teams are always good.” 

¢ On Notre Dame on NBC: “This has been a great thing 
for people who want to see Notre Dame games on TV. And from 
the school’s standpoint, it’s not only a revenue producer, but they 
had to do it because they had such a jerked-around schedule. 
They were starting games at all different times of the day to 
please different networks. Now, they have a set kickoff time of 
1:30 p.m. for every home game.” 

¢ On why Nebraska may not three-peat: “People just 
don’t know what Tommy Frazier meant to them. He’s a fantastic 
playmaker. When you have one guy who really orchestrates a 
team of great players, it takes a while to replace him.” 

— Mike Gastineau 
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How THEY’. FINnisH 


Florida State What's Up: Florida State remains the overwhelming favorite to win its fifth straight 
championship since joining the ACC. The Seminoles would probably dominate any 
league, but it just so happens that college football's premier program plays in 
the softest major conference. Their 31-1 league record has made for boring 
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races, but at least Virginia proved last year (33-28) that FSU is not entirely 


2. North Carolina 
3. Virginia 
4. Clemson 


5. Maryland unbeatable. 


6. Georgia Tech 
Watch This: Maryland is showing signs of life. The Terrapins, who in 1995 had their 


first winning season in five years, appear to be on the verge of a breakthrough 
that could get them to their second bowl game in 10 years. 


7. North Carolina State 
&. Duke 


9. Wake Forest 


Top TEN TALENT 


1. Warrick Dunn, RB Florida State Might be best all-around player in college football. 

2. Ronde Barber, CB Virginia Ranks among the best dozen players in the nation. 

35. Andre Cooper, WR Florida State Caught 15 TD passes last season. A clutch player. 

4. Tiki Barber, RB Virginia Topped 100 yards rushing vs. four bowl teams in '95. 

5. Anthony Simmons, LB Clemson Glides to the ball; among elite as freshman last year. 

6. Kivuusama Mays, LB North Carolina Very strong, productive linebacker. 

7. Antwuan Wyatt, KR/WR Clemson Only |-A player to rank in top 15 in punt and KO returns. 

& E.G. Green, WR Florida State Goes and gets it, and then knows what to do with it. 

9. Jamie Sharper, LB Virginia Wide-ranging ability makes him solid rushing or in coverage. 
Greg Ellis, DE North Carolina Takes over primary role as Marcus Jones heads to NFL. 


How THey’it FINISH 


1. Miami What's Up: \t’s very fashionable this season to give the nod to Syracuse, but Miami 
puts its NCAA problems behind it and dives headlong into a rush toward the 
Bowl Alliance. The ‘Canes have enough big-play athletes to get it done, even 

5. Virginia Tech though this doesn't look like a great Miami team. 


2. Syracuse 


4. Boston College 

Watch This: The Miami-Syracuse game is the last regular-season game of the sea- 
g0n, and already it's got Big East title stamped on it. That Nov. 50 game in the 
Carrier Dome will probably decide who's going to the Bowl Alliance ... perhaps 

7. Temple with a shot at the national championship. 


5. West Virginia 


6. Pittsburgh 


&. Rutgers 


Top TEN TALENT 


\ 
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1. Cornell Brown, DE Virginia Tech Credited with 14 sacks and 48 hurries last year. 
2. Donovan McNabb, QB Syracuse Top offensive freshman in the nation in "95 (G1 pct, 16 TD/S Ints.). 
5. Kenny Holmes, DE Miami Teams with Kenard Lang to form fabulous set of bookends. 
4. Kenyatta Watson, WR/KR Boston College A feared kick returner who has improved as a receiver. 
5. Torrian Gray, S Virginia Tech Big-game player who keys the Hokies secondary. 
6. Donovin Darius, S Syracuse Top-flight defender; also a superb deep snapper. 
7. Danyell Ferguson, RB Miami Scouts sée a prospect who reminds some of Eric Dickerson. 
&. Yatil Green, WR Miami He continues the school’s lineage of top-drawer receivers. 
9. Billy Conaty, C Virginia Tech Made big strides in 1995, now goes to head of his class. 
10. David Saunders, WR West Virginia Rates among the game’s finest young deep ball threats. 
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It feeds us. 


Who 


Its “soil” to some, 
“dirt” to others. 
Regardless, it’s rarely talked 
about around the dinner table. 

To us, that seems ironic. 
Considering what soil does to put food on our 
plates. We're Mississippi Chemical. We help soil do 
its job, and help farmers feed more people while 
using less soil. 

Too see how this applies to you, it helps to get a 
new perspective on soil. 


It is alive. 

Not only is soil alive, its voracious. It breathes, 
thirsts, and hungers. A single teaspoon contains 
about 300 million living microorganisms (enough 
little bodies to populate the entire United States). 
With that many mouths to feed, soil keeps busy. It 
absorbs nitrogen, potassium, and phosphorous- 
nature's plant foods or “fertilizers.” 

In turn, soil feeds our growing crops. 

And boy, can they eat. 


Take corn. An average corn 
crop in the U.S. removes 5.7 
billion pounds of nitrogen 
from the soil every year. 


It doesn’t 
order out. 
Soil can't send out for pizza , but it can feed on 
natural plant foods from biological sources. But that 

makes for slow and skimpy meals. 
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For instance, only 
about 20% of the 
nitrogen needed to fertilize 
soil and maintain today’s 
agricultural output is available directly 
from biological sources. 

Tomorrow, that output will have to increase. In 
the next 60 years, the world’s population is 
expected to double. But all of the earth’s soil that’s 
suited to growing crops and pastures is already 
being cultivated. What you have then is a huge 
amount of hungry people trying to live off of a 
small amount of hungry soil. 

See why we take this job so seriously? 


To soil, we’re a smorgasbord. 


Last year, Mississippi Chemical produced 3 
million tons of nitrogen, phosphorous and 
potassium fertilizers. And, every year, we make 
enough fertilizers to help over 200,000 farmers 
feed their soil faster and better, and grow more in it 
more often. 

For 47 years, we've been making high-quality 
fertilizers that feed the soil that feeds the plants 
that feed us. 

Now, if its not yet clear how well-fed soil applies 
to you, why not discuss it tonight? Over dinner. 


{7 Mississippi Chemical 
Sicorporation 


we Make Things Grow* 
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Ohio State 
Penn State 
Northwestern 
Michigan 

lowa 

Wisconsin 
Michigan State 
Indiana 

Purdue 

Illinois 


Minnesota 


Top Ten TALENT 


1. 


Orlando Pace, OT 
Darnell Autry, RB 
Jarrett Irons, LB 
Shawn Springs, CB 
Sedrick Shaw, RB 
Tarek Saleh, DE 

Pat Fitzgerald, LB 
Charles Woodson, CB 
Brian Miller, CB 


Curtis Enis, RB 


Top TEN TALENT 


Troy Davis, RB 

Terrell Farley, LB 
Jared Tomich, DE 
Chris Canty, CB 

Kevin Lockett, WR 
Kevin Mitchell, LB 
Bryant Westbrook, CB 
Ahman Green, RB 
Stephen Alexander, TE 
Brandon Mitchell, DE 
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How THEY’. FINISH 


NORTH SOUTH 
1. Nebraska 1. Texas 
2. Colorado 2. Texas A&M 
3. Kansas State 3. Texas Tech 
4. Kansas 4. Baylor 
5. Missouri 5. Oklahoma 
6. lowa State 6. Oklahoma State 


WAtion ¢ Scoping the V\ation 


What's Up: One more time, it looks as though Ohio State has all the horses, but can 
the Buckeyes do what they have to do to get to the Rose Bowl? They haven't 
been there since the 1984 season, and since then, six of their league brethren 
have been to Pasadena. We're thinking Orlando Pace will lift them onto his ample 
shoulders and drive-block them through the rest of the Big Ten this time ... until, 


of course, they face Michigan. 

Watch Thie: Are the lovable. pitiful Mildcats of Northwestern changed forever? 
With 15 returning starters, don't expect coach Gary Barnett's team to return 
to its former life as Don Knotts. Yet. it should be very interesting to follow 
that program through this season (and beyond) to see if this newfound suc- 
cess really sticks. 


Ohio State 
Northwestern 
Michigan 
Ohio State 
lowa 
Wisconsin 
Northwestern 
Michigan 
Penn State 
Penn State 


lowa State 
Nebraska 
Nebraska 
Kansas State 
Kansas State 
Texas A&M 
Texas 
Nebraska 
Oklahoma 


Texas A&M 


No player at any position sets a higher pace. 

College football's MVF; a leader in every sense. 

Developed into a dominant force by season's end. 

Fabulous all-around player who can really cover. 

Tough runner who excels at finding holes in the muck. 

Can be an unstoppable pass rusher; feet always moving. 

A junkyard dog with the game knowledge of most coaches. 
Rates with top underclassmen, potential Round 1 someday. 
Can cover as well as play physical in run support. 


Latest in school's never-ending pool of dangerous runners. 


What's Up: Who can beat Nebraska? Isn't that what this is all about? 


Starting the season with a 25-game winning streak, the Cornhuskers 
will again be studied, dissected and beaten on ... but chances are, 
they'll emerge from the Big 12 the same way they emerged from the 
Big Eight. 


Watch This: With a league championship game, just like the SEC, we can 
expect to see a division champion snubbed by the big bowls when it 
loses the league title game. That means the Cotton Bowl, on the 
heels of last year's Colorado-Oregon disaster, can probably get back 
into the good graces of the folks in Dallas by inviting either Texas or 
Texas A&M. 


Léd the nation in rushing ... on a bad team! 
Always seems to make his way to the ball. 
Recorded 10 sacks, caused 3 fumbles, hurried 24 QBs. 

Key part of nation’s top-rated “D” in "96; Thorpe finalist. 
Pressure player converted 42 of 56 catches into first downs. 
Top sack man on Wrecking Crew this season. 

Found for pound, nobody has better speed and strength. 

As a part-time starter, averaged 7.7 yards with 16 TDs. 
Some rate him better than former Sooner Keith Jackson. 
Has raw skills to be as good as any Aggie DL ... 


ever. 
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OE NAMATH 


STILL GOES TO 
ALABAMA. 


Joe still goes to practices. He still visits the 
locker room, the weight room, the trainer’s 
room. In fact, he knows as much about the 
Tide now as he did when he was playing 
there. Thanks to SportsLine USA, Joe is on 
top of the action as it happens. Now you 
don’t have to be a Hall of Famer to keep 
track of your favorite team. Or your favorite 
conference. Just get online with SportsLine. 
Nobody on or off the Web covers college 
football like we do. From scrimmages to 
bowl games, from Alabama to Youngstown 


State, from conference to conference. 


° Get exclusive inside coverage from the top college football reporters. 

¢ Find out where the top high school prospects will be playing next year. 

¢ Follow every Division I-A, I-AA, II and III college game live as it happens, on your PC. 

¢ Chat and trade info with other football maniacs. 

¢ Get exclusive team and conference reports. 

¢ Win big cash prizes in our college football contests. 

¢ Win all expense paid trips to major games and personally autographed memorabilia 
from your favorite stars. 

¢ Get exclusive online access to the leading college football publications. 

¢ Nail your pre-game picks using the matchup analysis and predictions put out by 
the top pros in Vegas. 

¢ Get continuously updated odds posted directly from the Vegas casinos. 


For a college football fan, it all adds up to the most fun you can have with your 
pads off. To join Joe on SportsLine USA, call 1-800-781-9444 or visit us on the Web at 
http://www.sportsline.com. (use preferred customer #LNCOL96). And go back to school. 


™ 


http: //www.sportsline.com 


SportsLine is available on the World Wide Web 
through America Online, Compuserve, Prodigy and 
Microsoft Network or through direct Internet access. 


“No purchase necessary. For official rules, send a SASE to SportsLine USA, c/o Alabama Rules, 6340 NW 5th Way, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309 (WA & VT may omit return postage). Contests open to 
US and Canadian residents on’ y Void in Quebec Province and where prohibited by law. Separate Internet access charges may apply. Not affiliated with the NFL or NCAA. Information subject to 
change without further notice. SportsLine USA is a trademark of SportsLine USA, Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. All rights reserved. ©1996 SportsLine USA 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE 30 DAY TRYOUT. 1-800-781-9444. 


Scoping the V\ ation ¢ Scoping the V\ ation 


tf 
How THEY Gh FINISH What's Up: \s this the year that somebody — namely, Tennessee — 


EASTERN DIVISION WESTERN DIVISION catches Florida? The Gators have had a stranglehold on the Eastern 
Division title since the league expanded to 12 teams in 1992, but this 
looks like the year the Vols finally get them. Key item in the race for 
2. Florida 2. Alabama the title (as well as the Heisman Trophy battle between the quarter- 
backs at the two schools) is the Sept. 21 showdown ... in Knoxville. 


1. Tennessee ie SES 


3. Georgia 3. Auburn 


Watch Thie: While the East is a showdown, the West is going to be more 
4. South Carolina 4. Arkansas interesting. LSU has surged under Gerry DiNardo, but is it realistic 
to expect the Tigers to outleg powerhouses Alabama and Auburn? 
Arkansas did it last year, so why not? The Tigers have good, young 
6. Vanderbilt 6. Mississippi State talent, and they're going crazy for them in Baton Rouge. 


Sy 5. Kentucky 5. Ole Miss 


Top TEN TALENT 


W 
~ 1. Peyton Manning, QB Tennessee Completed 64 percent with just four picks in 5360 attempts. 
= 2. Leonard Little, DE Tennessee Ranks as the nation’s best pure pass-rushing end. 
ie 3. Ike Hilliard, WR Florida Scores with every 4th reception (79 rec, 19 TD). 
my 4. Danny Wuerffel, QB Florida Knows how to reach paydirt: SEC record 75 TD passes. 
XQ 5. Kevin Jackson, SS Alabama Brings the lumber in outstanding Tide defense. 
6. Dwayne Rudd, LB Alabama Routinely forces foes into major gaffes. 
7. Hines Ward, WR Georgia Has game-breaking abilities at WR, RB or QB. 
&. Marcellus Mostella, LB Auburn Tigers’ leader gives complete effort start to finish. 
9. Reidel Anthony, WR Florida Superb special teams player who runs well after the catch. 
10. Kris Mangum, TE Mississippi Great combination tight end: Blocks. runs. catches. 


Where can you get a deal like this? For $1.21 per issue Rocky Top News will get 
your Big Orange blood pumping like an opening-play touchdown against Alabama. 
Now in its sixth year, Rocky Top News 
has added broader coverage of all 
University of Tennessee sports. ROCKY 
Top News covers football, Vol and Lady 
Vol basketball, baseball and much 
33 ISSUES FOR $39.95* more. In Rocky Top News you’ll get 
(‘Tennessee residents add $3 sales tax) articles never seen in the daily papers, 
plus colorful insight by editor Randy 
Moore and columnists Ben Byrd and 
Stan Torgerson. If after three issues 
you’re not completely satisfied, simply 
dial 1-800-828-VOLS for a full refund. 
Call Now! Pree neo------- 


PLEASE START MY SUBSCRIPTION TO RTN IMMEDIATELY! 


NAME 
Visa and MasterCard accepted I 


or mail form with check or money order to: | ADDRESS 
Rocky Top News I city STATE ZIP 
P.O. Box 53192 LONE 
Knoxville, Tn. 37950 BOE Ra er a ET 


ieee; eet foes cn? Gon 


od Officially licensed by 
the National Football 
i net \ Of League Players Inc. 
a1 PLAYERS 
Pick the Ultimate team and win BIG! $60, 000 in, Prizes 
Catch the Ultimate Draft wave starting July 15. 
http://www.sportsmark.com/smi 1 iy 1 5) Win! Gave’ 
Watch for online updates starting September 17. 


Just $29.95 or only $25 per entry . : 
if playing more than once! ao) i H ie 2 oes eS 
5 


(Photocopies welcome) Each league champion wins a free entry. 


Diiditeccones $5,000 = 
You'll receive 6 mailed updates for each entry. Weekly Prizes 
: : Sidiarens $3,000 Seer F Bevo 
Your first update (received the week of Sept. 16) 3 Fi 
will include your player selections, scoring page, ALIN orto .. $2,000 The top 3 scoring teams each week win! 
trading worksheet, hotline details for trading and OW Vey tea $1,000 Ist -$200 2nd -$150 3rd -$100 
weekly updates plus contest rules. : ] 
6-20 ...... $100 Contestants with the highest scores based on their 
Startin 21-300 .. Free Entry best 13 of 17 weeks will be grand prize winners. 
9 p 
Tuesday, The Ultimate Draft has paid over $480,000 in prizes since 1992. 
Sept. 17, 
call the Yds Passing / a full 25 yds ..... l pt Receptions .... | pt 
hotline to Yds Rushing / a full 1}O yds .... | pt TD Pass....... 6 pts ‘ ; 
trade players and/or hear your pointtotal Yds Receiving /a full 10 yds .. | pt TD Scored .... 6 pts presi fanbase 5 2 pete ae 
and rank (regular long distance charges Two Point Conversion ......... 2 pts Field Goals ... 5 pts even MOMDA scFssstiess 2 ae 3-6 initial 15 oS 
apply). You can make 7 trading calls geese) NULL ea UECe NO) Extra Points ... 1 pt SOCKS Gesticcasnacasasieneis Tpt  7-13.....10 pts 
and switch up to 3 players each time NOTE; Players earn points for TDs scored on a TD Scored ...6 pts (doesnot 14-20.... 5 pts 
(one trading call per week). kick-off ov punt return but not for return yardage. include kickoff or punt returns) 21+ ........ O pts 


* Player Points (PTS) are based on 1995 statistics using the Ultimate Draft scoring system. 
Pick ONE from each of the 9 Groups. Due to publishing deadlines, team designations may not reflect recent changes. 


1 J. Blake CIN 16 351 | 1 LUT, Aikman DAL 16 231 | 1 [_JE. Bennett GB 16 266! 1\_JT. Allen WAS 16 241 | 1 LJR. Brooks GB 16 325 
2 (JJ. Elway DEN 16 330) 2()D. Bledsoe NE 15 218) 2[_)KJ.Corter CIN 0 0 | 20) L. Centers ARZ 16 234 | 2 LIT. Brown OAK 16 276 
3 B. Favre GB 16 427 | 3 S. Bono KC 16 288 | 3 [_)M. Faulk IND 16 281 | 3 T. Davis DEN 14 235 |3 |. Bruce STL 16 360 
4 J. George ATL 16 309 | 4 [_}). Everett NO 16 310! 4 (JC. Martin NE 16 286) 4|_] R. Hampton NYG 16 203 | 41) C. Carter MIN 16 352 
5 E. Kramer CHI 16 332 | 5 [_) J. Hostetler OAK 11 156 | 5 [_)L. Phillips STL Rookie | 5 C, Heyward ATL 16 217 |5(_)M. Inin DAL 16 325 
6 D. Marino MIA 14 291 | 6[_]S. Humphries SD 15 243 | 6 [_] B, Sanders DET 16 295 | 6[_] D. Loville SF 16 290 |6[_]H. Moore DET 16 368 
7 S. Mitchell DET 16 388 | 7 J, Kelly BUF 15 254 | 7 [_] E. Smith DAL 16 413 | 7[_) E. Rhett TB 16 202 | 7 [_) B. Perriman DET 16 307 
8 W. Moon MIN 16 363 | 8 N. O'Donnell NYJ 12 220 | 8 [| C. Warren SEA 16 280) 8[_] T. Thomas BUF 14 187 |8 C. Pickens CIN 16 315 
9 S. Young SF 1) 284 | 9[ VV. Testaverde CLE 13 228 | 9 [_] R. Watters PH! 16 290) 9 H. Williams OAK 16 247 |9 J. Rice SF 16 414 
= - IMPORTANT: 
| C. Conway CH! 15 235] 1 [ B. Blades SEA 16 195) 1 M. Andersen ATL 16 184 | | L_! Dallas Players earn points for any 
2 J, Galloway SEA 16 230 | 2 B. Coates NE 16 205| 2 C. Boniol DAL 16 1181/2 Detroit v Sie aaa Na? Sg aos 
3(-)J.Grohom NY) 16 231 | 3 Q. Early BUF 16 231 |3(]5S. Christie BUF 16 188|3(]KansasCity Se stats'they are-credited with'- 
4 CIT. Martin SD 16 241 | 4CJI. Fryor PHI 15 195 | 4[_]J. Elam DEN 16 194 | 4(_] Minnesota SEM, | whether it be for passing, 
5 LIT. Mathis ATL 14 238 | 5[-])M. Jackson CLE 13 160] 5 [_]J. Hanson DET 16 188 | 5(_} Oakland j rushing, receiving or kicking - 
6 (JE. Metcalf ATL 16 282 | 6[_)K. Johnson NYJ Rookie | 6[_|N. Johnson PIT 16 209 | 6[_| Philadelphia Ia» | regardless of the position 
7) A. Miller DEN 14 244 | 7 OJ. McDuffie MIA 16 180 | 7 D. Pelfrey CIN 16 179 | 7 [_] Pittsburgh “) they play. Points are awarded 
8 J, Reed MIN 16 233 | 8 R. Moore ARZ 15 179 | 8[_) P. Stoyanovich MIA 15 172 | 8 San Diego a . ‘ 
9 JY. Thigpen PIT 16 235| 9[]S. Shape DEN 12 159|/9[-]J. Wilkins SF 7 87 | 9[7] San Francisco onia game byigame:basis, 
; : | Check /money order in U.S. funds made 
or Included! $27.5) for] team payable to SportsMark Promotions Inc. Signature 
| have included __ teams @ $25.00 = ___ Visa MasterCard Credit Card # Exp. Date / 


1 (_] Mr. | | 
2 | Mrs. : : 
3 Ms. LAST NAME rey NAME MIDDLE INITIAL 
Address = 
City | aa} | | | ey State 

4 7 = oi oat T 7 li at ‘i a al Wel Use Only 
Zip Code | Home Tel: 


LEAGUE 


Questions? 1-800-268-3888 a ec 
Weekdays 10:30 am - 6:30 pm ET 


No purchase necessary. If you wish to participate, void of all services send a self-addressed stamped envelope to: Uhimate Draft Service Desk, P.O. Box 804, Bettendorf, IA 
52722 to receive your one time selections ballot and a copy of the official contest rules. One request per person and one per envelope; must be received by Aug. 14, 1996, 
Entrants must be 18 years of age or older. Void where prohibited by law. All mailed entries must be postmarked by August 31 and received by September 6. 
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How THEY’. FINisH 


1. Southern Cal 


What's Up: Are the Trojans up, or is the rest of the league down? The race is for 


second place, as USC appears to be slipping back into the dominant mode it 


BD ine nasceuare : : ; 
Gi Mason MEU enjoyed in the past. The Men of Troy won't get there, however, until they are able 


3. Oregon to win the biggest games on their schedule — in this case, the two last games, 
4. Washington against UCLA and Notre Dame. USC, remember, is O-7-1 against those teams 
5. Stanford over the past four years, and 50-8-2 against everybody else. 

6. UCLA Watch This: It's Arizona State's big chance. The Sun Devils have been stuck on 6-5 
7. Washington State or worse for a decade, and they finally have the combination that should at 


8. Arizona least get them to a bowl game — a star quarterback, a veteran team, and a 


O. \Galitornia relatively easy schedule. But they haven't won a big game in the 1990s, so 


; F ; s mane 
10. Oregon State what's to think they'll turn the corner in ‘96% 


Top Ten TALENT 


1. Darrell Russell, DT Southern California Generally rated as SC’s top DT in 20 years. 
2. Daylon McCutcheon, CB Southern California Covers key receivers, returns kicks and even plays RB. 
3. Rashaan Shehee, RB Washington Dangerous player who will key team's passing attack. 
4. Richard Dice, WR Arizona Big, fast, good hands ... even knee injury can’t stop him. 
5. Jake Plummer, QB Arizona State Teams with Keith Poole to form great pass-catch combo. 
6. Brad Otton, QB Southern California Has two-year 20-to-4 TD-to-interception ratio. 
7. Juan Roque, OT Arizona State Needs consistency, but has tools to be prime-time star. 
&. Ink Aleaga, LB Washington Speaks with his shoulder pads ... loudly. 
9. Kenny Wheaton, CB Oregon Great athlete with true understanding of the game. 
10. Keith Poole, WR Arizona State Stretches defenses, averaging 2O yards a catch for career. 


v4 
How THEY’. FinisH What's Up: Conference Time Zone gets underway with its 16-team experi- 


& James Dye, WR/KR 
9. Scott Scifres, OT 


10. Ryan Tucker, C 
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Brigham Young 
Wyoming 


Texas Christian 


MOUNTAIN DIVISION — PACIFIC DIVISION ment. When it comes right down to it, nothing will change much ... 
1, Utah 1. San Diego State Brigham Young and Utah will probably fight it out for the champi- 
2. Brigham Young 2. Wyoming onghip. We just like the idea of Wyoming playing Colorado State in a 
3. Tulsa 3. Colorado State FOCI eKCH elt 
gm a Lae ge Watch This: The three new teams from Texas, especially, like to think their 
5. SMU 5. Fresno State admission into the WAC will put them in position to win the league 
6G. iRice Ga dawalt championships they could never capture in the Southwest. But that 
Piha isin Jeievanas las Veaae remains to be seen. It’s going to be interesting to see how well the 
; newcomers and the old WAC hands shake out. 
&. Texas-El Paso &. San Jose State 
Top TEN TALENT 
1. Marcus Harris, WR Wyoming Could break all-time NCAA record for receiving yards. 
2. George Jones, RB San Diego State Marshall Faulk never had 1,623 yards, 235 TDs. 
5. Steve Sarkisian, QB Brigham Young Nation's top returning player in ‘95 total offense (3,270 yards). 
4. Beau Morgan, QB Air Force Topped 1,000 yards rushing and passing; 31 TDs. 
5. Chris Fuamatu-Ma’afala, FB Utah More than just another “lronhead” fullback; he's quick. 
6. Chad Lewis, TE Brigham Young Teams with Itula Mili to form nation’s top TE combo. 
7. Will Blackwell, WR San Diego State Reliable receiver who is truly a go-to guy. 


Switched from the secondary, rates among top KK guys. 
Inconsistent, but with more strength could be a force. 


A relentless blocker who finishes every confrontation. 
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Turkeys are clever 
in. ther aw aed: 
But in captivity they’re 


Postiive Wap riiirant, 


WILD TURKEY 


101 proof, real Kentucky. 


To send a gift of Wild Turkey*/101 proof anywhere; call 1-900-BE-THERE, *except where prohibited. Wild Turkey Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey, 50.5% Alc/Vol. (101°), Austin, Nichols Distilling Co., Lawrenceburg, KY. © 1993 Austin, Nichols & Co., Inc. 


How THey’i FinisH 


Notre Dame 
East Carolina 


= 


Army 

Central Florida 
Louisiana Tech 
Navy 

NE Louisiana 
Northern Illinois 
SW Louisiana 


OGFngoOaran 


— 


Arkansas State 


= 
= 


Alabama-Birmingham 


Top TEN TALENT 
1. Ron FPowlus, QB 

2. Marc Edwards,FR 
3. Marcus Crandell, QB 
4. Bert Berry, LB 

5. Kory Minor, LB 

6. Lyron Cobbins, LB 
7. Charles Talley. RB | 
&. Emmett Moseley, WR 


Notre Dame 


Notre Dame 


East Carolina 


Notre Dame 


Notre Dame 


Notre Dame 


Northern Illinois 


Notre Dame 


9. Daunte Culpepper, QB Central Florida 


How Tey’. FINisH 


1. Cincinnati 
Louisville 
Southern Mississippi 
Memphis 
Houston 


6. Tulane 


Top Ten TALENT = 


Tyrus McCloud, LB ? Louisville 


Rod Thomas, CB 
Robert Tate, WR Cincinnati 


Southern Mississippi _ 


Sam Madison, CB Louisville 


Chuck Clements, QB ___ Houston 
Brad Jackson, LB Cincinnati 
Kendrick Gholston, DE Louisville 


Sam Garnes, CB 


Cincinnati 


© ®FNOGs GD 


Richard Hogans,LB Memphis 


S 


Orlando Smith, RB Cincinnati 


N 


S 


Top TEN TALENT 


1. 


&. Astron Whatley. RB 
g: 


How Tuey’it FinisH 


Top TEN TALENT 


© FNOTAL 


se 
Ke) 
4. Michael Blair, RB 
5 
6 
7 


How THEY’i. FIinisH 


ie 


Toledo 

Miami 

Ball State 
Eastern Michigan 
Bowling Green 
Central Michigan 
Western Michigan 
Ohio 

Akron 

Kent 


: Wagean Tait, RB 
Dee Osborne, LB 
Quincy Wright, S 


Silas Massey. RB 
Charlie Batch, QB 
Tony Knox, WR 


Brad Maynard, P 


Nevada 


ldaho 


Utah State 


New Mexico State 


North Texas 


Boise State 


Toledo 

Miami 

Central Michigan 
Ball State 
Central Michigan 
Eastern Michigan 
Western Michigan 
Kent 

Ball State 


1. Abu Wilson, RB Utah State 
2. Ryan Phillips, DL Idaho 
Be _ Deshone Myles, LB = Nevada 
_ 4. Josh Gulley, QB North Texas — 
5. _ Ryan Fien, QB a Idaho 
6. Danvis Manns, RB New Mexico State 
7. Spencer Waggoner, S Utah State 
8. Barry Mitchell, DE Idaho 
9. David Gill, LB Utah State 
10. Avery Wright, CB North Texas 
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The Strength® Shoe 
has been proven to increase athletes 
} speed in the 40 by 2/10 sec. 


STEVE 
SPURRIER 


"The Strength” System is a great 
asset for any football program 
working on overall Team 
SPEED, QUICKNESS, é 
ATHLETIC ABILITY. We're 
always looking for ways of 
increasing team speed, and 
with the Stréngth® System 
we have found it. I'm so 
impressed with the Strength 
lraining System we fe 
pulting {hem on oui 

entire t¢am." 


® 


Steve Spurrier, a 
Heisman Trophy Wi 
Head Coach, — 

University of Florida 


“Before | used the Strength® 

Shee | ran a 5isectAO yd 

dash, Now | tun-e4 6 in. only 

3 months of.using the Shoe 

and my verliG@ljump 

Increased 6 inehes.- 

Chris Marcinak, Texas 

How the Strength® Ultimate ; 

Leg Training System (Ss be a 
In regular shoes, ae of the body | 


Ask about our 
advanced 
training videos 


Ni 
5 cheap strap-on ATTENTION: 


Don’t be fooled by 


; TRAINERS & 
>| rel » heals 7 a ~ = = 7 
weight rests on the heels. In the iy imitations. If it doesn Bi STRENGTH COACHES; 


Strength’ Shoes the heel is eliminated) 


causing the calf muscles to support i “ say Strength® it’s not . ASK US ABOUT OUR 


100% of the body weight. This overload POSITIVE STUDY RESULTS 
works the calf muscles in addition to the 
Achilles tendon. Upon impact, the calf 


muscles are exercised with a force equa 


) the original. Ek 


to 6 limes the body weight. For Vi ad | CALL NOW 1 -800-45 1 -JUMP 

> B: B ai ; 

Ssdnidla whamual SOilbsaihlele would é SEE US ON THE WEB: hitp://www.strength-systems.com 
work his/her calf muscles with a force 54 CANADA RESIDENTS CALL 1-800-977-7333 

of 900 Ibs. As the force of impact Sag 3 

occurs, the heel dips causing the . = ; 

muscles to stretch. The Strength” System ior RY ae Sere tumn 
builds the calf muscles and stretches the Sais 1h® Uli 
Achilles tendon’- making any athlete 

more explosive. 


= 
mp higher. = as 
i mate Leg Training System LIMEN |_|WOMEN 
| ‘its: 3-stage manual (beginning, intermediate, and _| SIZE: 
advanced); a step-by-step video training tape; and the Strength Shoes, [-) COURT(WHITE OR BLACK) 
the center of the system. Thank you. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
$119.95 Each system plus 
HANDLING CHARGES; 
Continental USA $7.95 - each pair 
2nd Day Air Delivery 
Other locations, please call 


(=) ; 
Black or White i pe % CITY, STATE & ZIP: 1-800-451-5867 or 


be ’ SSS SSS LAP W DEI ng 
Court Shoes : 
ep || t St b SS OO ——————— LOUISIANA RESIDENTS 
“by- ‘4% TAX. 
a T 1 ele M; All shipments forwarded by Air Freight Be aes 
rainin nae i = TOTAL $ 
as ain g ‘ > : [J MASTERCARD [) VISA [1] AMERICAN EXPRESS [J DISCOVER ~ 
Cards — ° SEND CHECK or 


Sibasietiaiotig CARD #: EXP. DATE: MONEY ORDER ONLY (No Cash) 
» : STRENGTH® FOOTWEAR, INC 
. 4 > AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE: , , 
Video / a. "wge Amen METAIRIE, LA 70033-3190 #355 


Stronger, Faste i, Stigher 


Olympians in Football 


hen Jack Thorpe spreads his 
father’s legacy to school chil- 
dren in Oklahoma, the 90s 


generation raised on “Bo Knows” 
commercials invariably tosses out 
one question about Jim Thorpe. 
The great Jim Thorpe. Long 
revered as one of the great- 
est athletes in history — 
if not the absolute 
greatest athlete. 

“Kids want to 
, know,” said the 
wa = youngest of 

Thorpe’s eight chil- 
dren, “if Dad made a 
lot of money. 

“] think he was born 
maybe 70 years too soon. 

/ But if he were here today, he’d 
be doing the same thing he did. 
Dad was his own character. | tell kids 
about dad and some of the things he 
j stood for — sportsmanship, he was 
always known as a gentleman and for 
taking care of the underdog.” 

Those ideals may seem far- 
fetched given many of today’s reluc- 
tant athletic role models. If nothing 
else, success is equated with how many 
shoes/pizzas/soft drinks an athlete 

pitches. 

Thorpe won the decathlon and the 
pentathlon in Stockholm in 1912. Later, 
however, his medals were stripped when 
it was discovered that he had previously 
accepted $60 a month playing semipro 
baseball ... but that’s another story. 

The great Jim Thorpe went on to 
become a multisport professional star 
decades before Bo Jackson or Deion 
Sanders became idols. Thorpe played in 
the major leagues in baseball and pre-NFL 
pro football. He was one of the most 
highly paid athletes of his day, drawing 


dogs in 1915. 


PHOTO BY SPORTPICS 


94 Linpy’s FootBAlt ANNUALS 


$250 a football game for the Canton Bull- 
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Five years later, in the prime of his 
career, he was elected as the NFL’s first 
commissioner. He continued to play for 
several more years, eventually being 
elected to the NFL Hall of Fame as well as 
the U.S. Olympic Hall of Fame. 

In doing so, Thorpe was the first to 
blaze a path from the Olympics to the 
fledgling NFL. 

From All-Pros Ollie Matson, Bob 
Hayes and Michael Carter to a quadren- 
nial handful of medalists, many followed 
with varying degrees of success. 

But for every Matson, Hayes or 
Carter who has succeeded, many have 
showed up at training camp, only to fail to 
find success on the football field. 

Jimmy Hines won a gold medal in the 
100 meters in Mexico City in 1968, but 
as an aspiring NFL player he earned the 
nickname “Oops” on the football field. 

Thorpe set the standards in both. 

Matson, a 1952 double medalist, is 
the only other Olympian with a bust in the 
NFL Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio. 


THE ORIGINAL ‘SLASH’ 

Barring an upset at the U.S. Olympic 
Trials by Jonathan Ogden, UCLA's mas- 
sive offensive lineman/shot putter, don’t 
look for any additions to the list of three 
active ex-track Olympians in the NFL. 

Oakland’s James Trapp and James 
Jett and Carolina’s Michael Bates are the 
only players currently on NFL rosters with 
Olympic experience. 

One explanation is that the NFL, 
with its influx of underclassmen, is get- 
ting younger, while track, which is now a 
professionally sanctioned sport, is grow- 
ing older. 

Or as UCLA assistant track coach Art 
Venegas said: “Track is a professional 
sport. It’s not for children. You rarely see 
college seniors any more in the Olympics. 
You used to retire from track at 24 to get 
a job. Now they make high six figures, at 


worst low six figures. They're not about to 
let a 21-year-old wet-nosed college kid 
take it from them.” 

When amateurism was celebrated, a 
pittance cost Thorpe his Olympic 
medals. It was 70 years before the 
medals were returned posthumously. 

The Olympic decathlon champ gets 
the title of “world’s greatest athlete” 
because of the versatility demanded by the 
discipline. NFL versatility and athleticism 
now is defined by a baseball/football 
player who can play cornerback and 
receiver. 

Playing both sides of the line of 
scrimmage was the rule for decades at all 
levels of football. But even by those stan- 
dards of the game, Thorpe was an early 
version of Kordell Stewart, who was one 
of 1995’s better stories when the Pitts- 
burgh Steelers used him to pass, catch, 
run and quick kick. 

Thorpe was a powerful and elusive 
runner who could also pass, punt and 
drop kick — the original “Slash,” a nick- 
name the Steelers hung on Stewart. Jack 
Thorpe remembers his father putting on 
a drop kicking exhibition at New York's 
Polo Grounds in 1958 and hitting eight 
of 10 from 50 yards. Thorpe also was 
one of the most feared defensive players 
of his day. 


‘BULLET Bos’ 
It was only a matter of time before a 
“Bullet Bob” Hayes came along. After 


all, while the decathlon champion is gen- 
erally recognized as the “world’s greatest 
athlete,” the Olympic 100-meter sprint 
champion was commonly called “the 
world’s fastest human.” 

The former Florida A&M sprinter 
eventually became known as the world’s 
fastest football player during his ensuing 
career with the Dallas Cowboys. 

“Bob Hayes was my idol when I was a 
kid. I remember all my T-shirts were cut 
out with No. 22,” said James Owens, a 
finalist in the 1976 high hurdles who then 
spent six years in the NFL. 

Hayes’ impact also led coaches to 
attempt to convert track sprinters/hur- 
dlers/long jumpers into receivers. 


Goop News, Bap News 

Sam Graddy, a member of the 1984 
4x100 gold medal relay team and silver 
medalist in the 100 meters, learned the 
hard way. 

A football walk-on at Tennessee from 
the track team, Graddy didn’t catch a pass 
between high school and his second sea- 
son with the Denver Broncos in 1988. 
During his rookie camp, he dazzled 
coaches and teammates with his speed ... 
only to earn groans for his inability to 
catch the ball. 

“The two are totally unrelated,” 
Graddy said during his 1987 training 
camp debut. “When I’m on the track, I 
have so much more confidence than I do 
in football ... On the positive side, I’m get- 


ting open. On the negative, I’m dropping 
the ball.” 

Graddy spent most of that year on 
injured reserve learning the trade. He 
played sparingly the next year before the 
Los Angeles Raiders sought him out as a 
Plan B free agent. 

“There were a lot of poor guys with 
bad hands. The biggest failing of the 
speed athletes is they couldn’t catch the 
ball when they heard feet,” said USOC 
unofficial historian Robert Paul, who fol- 
lowed many sprinters’ careers. 

Graddy worked hard to avoid that 
trap and played three seasons for the 
Raiders. 


RAIDER SPEED 

The notation “world-class speed” has 
been found in Oakland/L.A./Oakland 
media guides more often than those of 
other teams. 

“We have always put a premium on 
speed. We don’t take them because they 
are Olympians. We take them because 
they run fast. The two naturally dovetail 
together,” said Al LoCasale, the Raiders 
executive assistant and Al Davis’ right- 
hand man. 

It was former world indoor 60-yard 
record holder Cliff Branch, who didn’t 
make the 1972 Olympic team, who con- 
vinced Al Davis. 

“Cliff had a reputation that he didn’t 
catch real well. Tom Flores and Fred Bilet- 
nikoff worked with Cliff and allowed him 
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to develop at a pace he was comfortable with,” said LoCasale. 

“If it was a 45-man roster then, Al said it was ‘Cliff and 44 
other guys. He’s going to be here and we're going to make him a 
wide receiver.’” He learned well enough to become a great wide 
receiver and one of the most dangerous deep threats in football. 

Willie Gault (a relay world-record holder victimized by the 
1980 Olympic boycott), Ron Brown, Graddy, Jett and Trapp also 
wore the silver and black. 

“Some pure sprinters have a problem. They are used to 
running off a straight line. It’s the only thing they’ve done. In 
football they must adjust and change directions. There’s so 
much concentration required. All of a sudden a ball pops up 
and it’s a surprise.” 

Too, the expectation that track speed converts to football 
speed is somewhat misleading considering the absolute measure- 
ment of football speed. The 40-yard dash is as much a measure- 


Jim THORPE 

Olympics: 1912 gold medal decathlon and pentathlon. Welcomed home from 
Stockholm with a New York City ticker-tape parade only to be stripped of the 
medals in 1913 because he received what amounted to expense money 
playing semi-pro baseball in 1909-10. The medals were restored posthu- 
mously 70 years later. 

Football: All-American halfback in 1911-12 at Carlisle Indian School (coached by 
Pop Warner). Played professional baseball with the Boston Braves and New 
York Giants from 1913 -1919 while becoming the Canton Bulldogs’ first gate 
attraction in 1915. 


GLENN Morris 

Olympics: 1936 gold medal decathlon. Was the Sullivan Award winner over Jesse 
Owens. 

Football: Standout end at Colorado A&M; one year in NFL (1940 Detroit). Former 
Tarzan. 


OLLIE MATSON 

Olympics: 1952 bronze medal 400 meters; silver medal 4x400 relay. 

Football: Played from 1952-66 for six different teams. Scored 63 career TDs and 
was All-Pro as a rookie cornerback. 


Bos HAYES 

Olympics: 1964 gold medals 100 meters, 4x100 relay. One of greatest sprinters in 
Olympic history, he came in with 48 straight wins. His anchor leg in the relay 
boosted the U.S. from fifth to first. 

Football: As a rookie for the Cowboys in 1965, he scored 13 TDs and averaged 
22 yards a catch to earn All-Pro honors. 


ToMmMIE SMITH 

Olympics: 1968 gold medal 200 meters. His world-record 19.83 wasn't recognized 
because of then-illegal spikes, Gained notoriety on the victory stand during 
the national anthem for the black-gloved Black Power salute with bronze 
medalist John Carlos. 

Football: Caught one pass for 41 yards in only season (1969) with Cincinnati. 


James OWENS 

Olympics: 1976 sixth 110 hurdles. 

Football: Second-round pick. Six-year career with San Francisco and Tampa Bay 
hampered by injuries. Was MVP of football and track teams at UCLA. 
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ment of quickness as it is of pure speed. 

Graddy, for example, lost the first 40-yard dash he ran in 
Denver to Ricky Nattiel, who didn’t compete in track after high 
school. 


ALMOST, BUT NOT QUITE 

For every Olympian who never made the NFL grade, there 
are NFL stars who dominated track on the NCAA level, but either 
didn't make or didn’t fare well at the U.S. Olympic Trials. 

The classic example is former Detroit Lions receiver Earl 
McCullouch, who held the world record in the 110-meter high 
hurdles and was part of the University of Southern California’s 
world-record-holding sprint relay team, but hit a hurdle and fell in 
the U.S. Olympic Trials. 

Other track-football athletes who came close to getting to the 
Games: Green Bay wide receiver James Lofton (Stanford All- 


WILLIE GAULT 

Olympics: 1980 qualified for ceremonial U.S. team which boycotted Moscow. Held 
world record in the 4x100 meters with Carl Lewis. Finally made it in 1992 
with the bobsled team. 

Football: An All-American at Tennessee and first-round draft pick by Chicago. Fin- 
ished career with Los Angeles Raiders. 


RENALDO NEHEMIAH 

Olympics: Won 1980 U.S Olympic trials, but missed out because of the U.S. boy- 
cott. Was the top-ranked high hurdler in the world for five years. 

Football: A high-school quarterback who concentrated on track at Maryland. Dur- 
ing a TV Superstars event was encouraged by other competitors to try the 
NFL. Improved steadily and had a 59-yard TD reception in 1984, then went 
back to track. 


MICHAEL CARTER 

Olympics: 1984 silver medal shot put. 

Football: Played his first preseason game for San Francisco six days after the 
Olympics and started in the Super Bowl that season. Defensive lineman 
broke the mold over the past few decades of sprinters turning to the NFL. 
Was a football/track standout at SMU. 


Ron BROWN 

Olympics: 1984 gold medal 4x100 relay; fourth 100 meters. 

Football: Second-round pick by Cleveland in 1983, sat out that season to prepare 
for Olympics. Spent first six seasons as a wide receiver and made the Pro 
Bowl as a kick returner in 1985. Switched to cornerback, his original college 
position at Arizona State, in 1990 after he was picked up by the Raiders. 
Beat Gault in 1990 NFL Fastest Man competition. 


Sam GRapby: 

Olympics: 1984 gold medal 4x100 relay; silver medal 100 meters. 

Football: Walk-on from the track team at Tennessee, signed a free agent contract 
with Denver in 1987. Played three seasons with the Raiders. 


HERSCHEL WALKER 
Olympics: 1992 bobsled team. 
Football: Only Heisman Trophy winner in the Olympics. One of all-time college 
(Georgia) and NFL (most recently NY Giants) great athletes. 
— Natalie Meisler 
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American in track), Pittsburgh Steelers 
cornerback Rod Woodson (hurdles All- 
American at Purdue), Denver Broncos 
wide receiver Vance Johnson (missed the 
1984 Olympics long jump by one inch) 
and Dallas Cowboys tight end Jay 
Novacek, who went to the 1984 Trials in 
the decathlon. 

Many other potential track stars sim- 
ply avoided the conflict between track 
and spring football practice by abandon- 
ing the true spring sport. Ogden was the 
exception. 

“For six months he didn’t want to be 
bothered with football. For six months, he 
didn’t want to be bothered by track,” 
Venegas said. 


With pro athletes now very much a 
part of the Olympic games — most 
noticeably in basketball and hockey, 
where the pro leagues and Olympic teams 
cooperate a great deal — it might make 
more sense for football players to actively 
pursue their Olympic dreams than in the 
past. Yet, once an athlete is immersed in 
a sport professionally, it’s too difficult to 
maintain excellence while dividing time 
between two sports. 


Now pre-draft reports lend the 
impression the NFL is down on any non- 
football distractions. One guide listed 
Ogden’s Olympic Trials qualification as a 
negative because it could delay his rookie 
progress after he was selected No. 4 in 
the first round by the Baltimore Ravens. 

Penn State fullback Brian Milne, the 
1993 NCAA discus champ, was described 
under negatives as “at times seems to have 
more of a track than a football mentality.” 

Ogden, the NCAA indoor shot put 
champ, is considered a possibility to make 
the 2000 Olympics. His UCLA coach 
didn’t expect him to make the Olympic 
team this year. 

“The shot putters are older guys who 
have been around a long time,” Venegas 
said. “Jonathan is looking to the 1997 
World Championships, depending on 
how well he does in football. If you’re a 
professional it should be easier. You're 
making a lot of money and know how 
the system works.” 

As Jack Thorpe said, his father was 
just 70 years ahead of his time. 


Although baseball has long been con- 
sidered the national pastime, football is 


probably the “most American” of all 
major sports. 

After all, like basketball, baseball is 
played around the world and now holds a 
place alongside track and field, hockey, 
swimming, soccer, volleyball, team hand- 
ball and the like in the 16-day extrava- 
ganza that shrinks the world’s sports into 
one momentous event. 

Football need not apply. 

Football — American football — 
just doesn’t fit into the Olympic Games. 
Probably never will. It’s almost too 
American: 

¢ A wide variety of special equipment 
is necessary. 

¢ And by its very nature, it requires 
substantial insurance coverage, with at 
least some degree of injury a routine part 
of the sport. 

¢ And there are dozens of players per 
team, creating unusually high costs as well 
as other complications. 

¢ And nobody beyond our borders 
understands the game. 

All of those things add up to football 
being, and remaining, a non-Olympic 
event. Which seems to be just fine with 
football, and with the Olympic Games. 

— Natalie Meisler 
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Pi resolution commending No. 28. 


The request came cour- 
tesy of lowa house majority 
leader Brent Siegrist, a 
Cyclone fan. Davis was not 
only going to be introduced 
to the state legislature. He 
also was being invited to 
speak. 

Eat your heart out, Hay- 
den Fry. 

“The whole day was a 
great thing to see,” 
Kroeschell said. “We took 
him up to the speaker's 
office, where he signed a 
million autographs and he 
was introduced to all these 
senators. Everyone wanted 
to meet him. Then they took 
us to the house chamber, 
where they read the resolu- 
tion. Then another represen- 
tative, who was an lowa fan, 
asked, ‘What about a resolu- 
tion for a team that won 
eight games and won the 
Sun Bowl.’ 

“The speaker said, ‘No, 
we are here to celebrate Troy 
Davis today.’ ” 

That was the day Troy 
Davis officially arrived in the 
state of lowa. 


TWO YEARS AGO A BOY FROM MIAMI, FLA., WALKED OFF 
AN AIRPLANE IN THE DEAD OF WINTER WITHOUT A WINTER COAT 
AND SAW SNOW FOR THE FIRST TIME ... AND SHIVERED AT 
THE THOUGHT OF STAYING IN AMES, IOWA. 
PHOTO BY VINCENT MUZIK 


“] think it has helped the 
program already. | think 
some people are going to 
say, ‘I want to play with a 
Heisman candidate, | want to 
be a Heisman candidate 
myself someday.’ And hope- 
fully we can make a losing 
team become a winning 
team again.” 

But until they do win, 
many Heisman voters will 
continue to echo the senti- 
ments of Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution college writer 
Tony Barnhart, who during 
one Heisman poll last year 
uttered the famous words, 
“Sorry, he plays for lowa 
State.” 

Once upon a time, Davis 
was saying the same thing. 
Sorry, Iowa State. 

dust what is Ames, 
lowa, anyway? 

“It’s a great campus 
town,” said lowa State coach 
Dan McCarney. “It’s got a 
big-city feel with a small-town 
atmosphere. Great people. A 
great college experience.” 

“I love Ames and I’m 
from Chicago,” said Tim 


It was a far cry for Davis 
from his unofficial arrival, two 
years ago, when a boy from Miami, Fla., walked off an airplane 
in the dead of winter without a winter coat and saw snow for 
the first time in his life ... and shivered at the thought of staying 
in Ames, lowa. 

Indeed, the kid who spent the first few months of school 
crying himself to sleep and refusing to unpack his bags can’t 
imagine leaving this hamlet 30 miles north of Des Moines. 

It's a story draped in irony. Davis, the 5-8 junior running 
back, is now the toast of Iowa State. He is recognized every- 
where he goes in Ames and many other parts of the Hawkeye 
(not Cyclone) state. Best of all, his improbable run to 2,000 
yards and the Heisman fuss last year made Iowa fans bristle. 

They are two of a kind, Davis and Iowa State. Diminutive. 
Quiet. Hard-working. Fun when you dig past the initial impres- 
sion. And that’s exactly the problem for Davis as he tries to 
make another run at the Heisman in 1996. 

In trying to lift up Iowa State, the school’s lack of football 
tradition threatens to hold him down. 

The Cyclones, 3-8 last year, don’t figure to be much better 
this season. Can Davis go 2,000 yards again (with his brother, 
Darren, sharing carries)? The good news is, this season, people 
will start out watching. 

“It’s going to change a lot,” Davis said. “More eyes will be 
on Iowa State this year because of what | did. People are going 
to be watching me to see how | do and they'll be watching 
lowa State. 


Kohn, ISU’s senior offensive 
tackle and an All-Big 12 can- 
didate. “My parents love coming here. People are nice. You 
can cross the street and cars stop instead of running you over. 
It’s also very quiet. It’s got some urban elements without the 
big-city problems.” 

“It’s a unique place,” said Dr. Jon Fleming, an Ames gas- 
troenterologist. “It’s got all the amenities of a big city with all 
the conveniences of a small town. Culturally, there is more to 
do than in Kansas City and | lived there, too. I can walk from 
my house here to see Paul McCartney or the New York Phil- 
harmonic. It’s very social. It’s not like Stillwater (Okla.) or 
Manhattan (Kan.). 

“We're used to stars here in Ames, whether it’s Troy Davis 
or Mick Jagger.” 

Ames is the place where the stars come to play. Mick and 
the Stones, Springsteen, U2, Boyz II Men, Pink Floyd, the New 
York Philharmonic and the London Philharmonic have all found 
their way to Ames. 

Ames is also the coldest place in the United States. What- 
ever the temperature is today in Anchorage, it’s at least 10 
degrees colder in Ames. 

dust ask Troy Davis. 

“It ain’t got no beach and it’s cold,” he said. 

Alone, afraid and, mostly, cold, Davis wanted out of 
Ames ASAP. He had left the clutches of the Florida schools 
mainly because he was an entrance-exam risk. He had been 
hung up in the new NCAA clearinghouse process upon his 
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arrival in August, 1994. And 
now, in former coach Jim 
Walden’s triple-option 
offense, he wasn't playing. 

Those stories about Davis 
crying himself to sleep were 
hardly exaggerated. 

“Oh man, they were 
true,” Davis said. “I had to 
cry myself to sleep. Every 
morning I'd wake up and I 
said, ‘Oh, man. I’m still here. 
I'm still here.’ ” 

It was so bad Davis spent 
several weeks living out of his 
suitcase. 

“| didn’t like it at all,” he 
said. “I didn’t even unpack 
my clothes. I was ready to 
come home. | thought I was 
in the wrong place. | just 
picked my clothes out of the 
bag every day. | never 
unpacked it. 

“T called home a lot. 
Finally, my Dad said, ‘Troy, 
why do you keep on call- 
ing?’ | said, ‘Because I want 
to talk to you. I want to 
come home.’ 

“It got to where every 
time I called, he would hang 
up. My Dad finally called me 
back and said, ‘Troy, why 
don’t you go ahead and 
stick it out? I think that school is good for you.’ ” 

And Troy Davis is good for that school. And that town 
(“Once you get used to Ames,” he said, “you love it a lot”). 
And he’s good for even that entire state, considering the legis- 
lature’s response. 

Davis has put Iowa State on the football map. This is a pro- 
gram that has never won a conference title. A program with 
only 11 winning seasons since World War II. The Cyclones have 
only been to four bowls — the 1971 Sun, 1972 Liberty, 1977 
Peach and 1978 Hall of Fame. 

Johnny Majors coached there. So did Earle Bruce. The 
most famous Cyclones were called the “Dirty Thirty,” a group 
decimated to 30 players by injuries, that clawed its way to a 7- 
3 season in 1959. 

The field at Cyclone Stadium is named after Jack Trice, 
whose career was cut short when he died in 1923, his fresh- 
man year, the day after suffering internal injuries. Trice’s last 
play came when he threw himself in front of Minnesota block- 
ers to break up a play and was trampled. 

Davis is adding to Iowa State lore as we speak. 

His appearance at the 1995 Heisman ceremony has made 
him a modern-era Cyclone legend. When the lights went up, 
there was an lowa State player sitting among the game’s 
greats, surrounded in the Heisman room by the portraits of the 
game’s legends. There was an Iowa State coach, McCarney, 
being interviewed on ESPN. There were Iowa State highlights 


TROY DAVIS, THE 5-8 JUNIOR RUNNING BACK, IS NOW THE 
TOAST OF IOWA STATE. HE IS RECOGNIZED EVERYWHERE HE 
GOES IN AMES AND MANY OTHER PARTS OF THE STATE. 
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being shown across the 
nation, along with Ohio 
State, Nebraska and Florida. 

The result was that 
McCarney got invited into liv- 
ing rooms this winter that 
Cyclone coaches had never 
graced before. While lowa 
State didn’t close many of the 
deals, guess who was the key 
to just getting them through 
the door? 

McCarney, who played 
for Hayden Fry’s early lowa 
teams and later coached for 
both Fry and Barry Alvarez at 
Wisconsin, is trying to use a 
similar blueprint to rebuild 
ISU. Davis has become his 
primary pillar. 

“He has jump-started our 
program, no question,” 
McCarney said. “It sure helps, 
every Saturday night when 
ESPN comes on and you can 
see Troy, you can see lowa 
State, over and over. It got us 
exposure this year we hadn't 
had. It helped us get into a lot 
of living rooms and we are 
going to build on it.” 

Davis might be saving an 
athletic department, too. A 
year ago Iowa State was 
financially strapped and on 
the verge of cutting a number of sports, including baseball and 
gymnastics. Now things are looking up: student season tickets at 
football games have doubled while overall football attendance 
was up seven percent. 

All because of the unassuming guy who came out of 
nowhere to gain 2,000 yards. 

Now Kroeschell, who is heading up the Davis Campaign 
96, hopes to maintain that momentum. 

“We get to New York (for the Heisman) first and we have to 
walk down to the gate to pick up (Northwestern’s) Darnell 
Autry,” Kroeschell related. “Autry walks off the plane and the 
first thing he says is, ‘There he is, Troy Davis, the 2,000-yard 
man!’ ” 

That's the idea. 

Last year, Kroeschell sent out waves of postcards and videos 
to papers and TV stations big and small across the country. This 
year, he'll have a head start. Davis will be a Heisman candidate 
from the season’s opening snap. And there will be one other 
difference: He'll have more help from Davis off the field. 

“Troy had a little speech pattern that needed work — a 
speech impediment,” Kroeschell said. “When someone is that 
visible, you can’t shield him. We got him some help. He has 
made huge strides, made him more fluid. He’s so shy, he really 
doesn't thrive under the lights.” 

And while Davis could have taken offense to the idea, 
Kroeschell said he was all for it. 
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Davis may be shy, but 
he'll offer what's on his 
mind. At media day before 
last season, he was asked 
what his personal goals were, 
and the sophomore with 35 
career carries to his credit 
quickly replied: “I want to 
win the Heisman Trophy.” 

Some of the beat writers 
didn’t even print the ridicu- 
lous notion. Anyone can 
dream, but that doesn’t 
make it news. Well, Troy 
Davis showed that he isn’t 
just anyone. 

Becoming just the fifth 
major-college player to gain 
2,000 yards in a season 
wasn't enough last year to 
get him a Heisman, but he'd 
like to think that becoming 
the first ever to gain 2,000 
yards in back-to-back sea- 
sons would open some eyes 
beyond Ames. 

Davis is, after all, the first 
player in history not to win 
the Heisman Trophy with a 
2,000-yard season. And since 
the others — Marcus Allen, 
Mike Rozier, Barry Sanders 
and Rashaan Salaam — were 
seniors or juniors ready for 


BECOMING JUST THE FIFTH MAJOR-COLLEGE PLAYER TO GAIN 
2,000 YARDS IN A SEASON WASN’T ENOUGH LAST YEAR TO GET 
TROY DAVIS A HEISMAN, BUT HE’D LIKE TO THINK THAT BECOMING 
THE FIRST EVER TO GAIN 2,000 YARDS IN BACK-TO-BACK SEASONS 
WILL OPEN SOME EYES BEYOND AMES. 


PHOTO BY VINCENT MUZIK 


year. People talked about 
how he got his yards at the 
end of games, against bad 
competition. That’s ridicu- 
lous. He got a lot of his yards 
in the Big Eight, and those 
defenses aren't exactly pat- 
sies. He made a lot of believ- 
ers out of the Colorado 
linebackers.” 

Just as important, he 
made a believer out of his 
younger brother, Darren, also 
a 5-8, 185-pound back from 
Southridge High in Miami. 
Darren was only the second 
back ever in Dade Country to 
rush for over 2,000 yards his 
junior year (Troy was the 
first), though last year his sea- 
son was cut short to four 
games by a shoulder injury. 
Some schools dropped off 
him, but it didn't matter: Troy 
had convinced Darren to fol- 
low him to Ames. 

McCarney has said Darren 
not only won't redshirt, he'll 
probably play a lot with Troy 
in the same split backfield. 
Getting Darren acclimated to 
Ames will be Troy’s job. But, 
thanks to a new coach and 
new offense and many more 


the NFL, he'll be the first ever 
to take a shot at successive 
double-grand efforts, making him arguably the most targeted 
running back ever. 

“Every team will be after me,” Davis said. “They know Troy 
Davis is going to get the ball.” 

But Kohn, who will have a big role in what kind of year 
Davis enjoys, says, “The only way I can’t see him doing it again 
is if his brother plays a lot with him and gets a lot of carries.” 

One thing Davis had going for him last year was the ele- 
ment of surprise. After a freshman year in which, for whatever 
reason, he only ran the ball 35 times (for 187 yards), Davis car- 
ried 345 times in McCarney’s offense. 

Nobody in the Big Eight knew him. And they didn't take 
him seriously until it was too late. This year, they'll be ready. 
But so will Davis. 

“It's scary to see him work in the off-season.” Kohn said. 


“And his offensive line will be more experienced. The one nega- 


tive thing is that people said our offense couldn't pass last year 
and that’s the one thing we'll try to work on more this year.” 

Davis evades and bounces off tacklers well. He’s a gutsy 
back whose short legs give him balance and drive as he scoots 
outside or sneaks through cracks and crevices, drawing compar- 
isons to Barry Sanders. 

“He sees the hole and then he explodes so fast,” Kohn said. 
“He doesn't shy away from tacklers. And the way he’s getting 
bigger and stronger, it’s going to be linebacker-season next 


= new friends, that job is much 
easier than a year ago. 

“I'm starting to like it more,” Troy said. “I've met a ton of 
friends. They treat me like a regular student. Some people say 
you have ‘athlete friends’ but I have friends who are regular stu- 
dents. I love hanging out with them. 

“I can’t believe it sometimes. | can’t even go to a shopping 
center up here. People say, ‘Troy, how you doin’?’ | love that. I 
do want that. Because of that, if somebody sees me doing 
something wrong, that person knows me and is going to say 
‘Don’t do that.’ 

“| like that. It makes it easier. People are going to look at 
me as a role model to them and their kids. | don’t want to do 
anything wrong.” 

Davis has been doing everything right for the past year. 
After a first year in which depression almost cost him his eligibil- 
ity, he worked his GPA up to a 2.95 last fall and is becoming 
recognized for his willingness to do community service and 
speak to kids in schools. 

“If | was a kid, 19 years old, and doing what he’s doing, I'd 
be getting the big head, walking around campus with a swag- 
ger,” Kohn said. “He does nothing of the sort. From his first 
year, when he didn’t play and struggled academically, to the 
recovery he’s made, to the class he shows on the field and off 
... I'm impressed as hell.” 

Maybe the rest of the country will be, too, after they get to 
know T.D. and his new town. 


Our 7TH Season in Fantasy Football! 


1 in 8 Entries Receives a Cash Prize! 


Entries are $25” or 2 for $45”. Additional entries are $15” 
each. You may enter as often as you like. Compete with 
your friends in the same league... just let us know! 


Each entry may make two free trades during the season. 
Additional trades are $3”. Details will be sent in welcome 
packet which will be mailed September 4. Entries must be 
postmarked by August 30. Contest starts with games played 
after August 30. 


Each entry will receive 3 monthly reports, including league 
and overall standings. Weekly reports may be purchased for 
$6” per entry. 
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Touchdown Pass 
Touchdown Reception 
Rush 
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25 Yards Passing 

10 Yards Receiving 
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Raymond Mclaurin, Kentucky 
Fred Beasley, Auburn 

Artie Moore, Mississippi 

Duce Staley, South Carolina 
Chester Ford, Tennessee 

Keffer McGee, Mississippi State 
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Ist Prize 

2nd Prize Marcell West, Alabama 

3rd Prize Anthony Eubanks, Arkansas 

Ath Prize Willie Gosha, Auburn 

5th-1 Oth Prizes Kris Mangum, Mississippi 
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Marcus Nash, Tennessee 
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Freddie Kitchens, Alabama 
Pete Burks, Arkansas 
Dameyune Craig, Auburn 
Herb Tyler, LSU 

Paul Head, Mississippi 
Derrick Taite, Mississippi State 


Curtis Alexander, Alabama 
Kevin Mcleod, Auburn 
Selma Calloway, Georgia 
Ta‘Boris Fisher, Mississippi 
Marcus Forrest, Vanderbilt 
Elijah Williams, Florida 


Tyrone Goodson, Auburn 
Reidel Anthony, Florida 

Juan Daniels, Georgia 
Marcus Cross, Kentucky 
Patrick Hape, LSU 

Cory Bridges, South Carolina 


Dennis Riddle, Alabama 
Madre Hill, Arkansas 
Kevin Faulk, LSU 

Fred Taylor, Florida 
Robert Edwards, Georgia 
Jay Graham, Tennessee 


tke Hilliard, Florida 

Hines Ward, Georgia 
Zola Davis, South Carolina 
Joey Kent, Tennessee 
Duane Todd, Vanderbilt 
David LaFleur, LSU 
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Georgia 
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South Carolina 


Tennessee 
Vanderbilt 


2nd Prize Q Alabama 2 Auburn 
3rd Prize QO Arkansas QO LSU 


4 Mississippi 
Q Mississippi State 
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City i A&B Fantasy Sports, Inc. 
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Fiasco Bow! Has Spurrier Looking at Defense 


ince that dreadful disaster in the 

desert, Florida football coach 

Steve Spurrier and his publicity 
staff have tried gallantly to accentuate 
the positives of the most successful sea- 
son in school history. 

They point out that the Gators are 
only one of 10 teams in NCAA history to 
win 12 games during the regular season. 
They point out how the Gators are only 
the second team in SEC history to win 
back-to-back-to-back SEC championships. 
They point out how the Gators were the 
best team in the nation — east of the Mis- 
sissippi River. 

They point out that the Gators’ No. 2 
final ranking in the Associated Press poll 
is the best in school history. 

They point out how quarterback 
Danny Wuerffel finished third in the 1995 
Heisman Trophy balloting, won the 
Davey O’Brien National Quarterback of 
the Year Award, and led the nation with 
35 TD passes while compiling an NCAA- 
record 178.4 pass efficiency rating. 

But, still, months and months after 
the Gators’ humiliating 62-24 Fiesta 
Bowl loss to Nebraska, some wise-guy 
newspaper columnist or radio talk-show 
host will — without warning or provoca- 
tion — announce that: “Nebraska has 
just scored again.” 

Or somebody will tell the joke: “How 
many Florida defenders does it take to 
tackle Nebraska quarterback Tommie 
Frazier?” 

Punch line: “Nobody knows because it 
hasn't happened yet.” 

And then there was the New York 
sportswriter who, after witnessing 
Florida’s public burial in the Tempe of 
Doom, dissed the Gators with: “The last 
time there was a defeat like this in the 
desert, Iraqi soldiers were surrendering to 
American TV crews.” 

DANNY WUERFFEL FINISHED THIRD IN THE 
1995 HEISMAN BALLOTING, WON THE DAVEY 
O'BRIEN AWARD, AND LED THE NATION WITH 

35 TD PASSES WHILE COMPILING AN NCAA- 


RECORD 178.4 PASS EFFICIENCY RATING. 
PHOTO BY DAVID L GREEN/SPEC PHOTO 
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There are seemingly a zillion more 
jokes and pokes the Gators have endured 


since their dismantling in the Fiasco Bowl. 


This wasn’t just any loss in any bow! 
game, this was the most embarrassing 
defeat in bowl history. 

Nebraska trampled Florida’s defense 
for more yards (629) of total offense and 
rushing offense (524) than had ever been 
produced in post-season play. In fact, if 
third-team Nebraska quarterback Matt 
Turman hadn't taken a knee on Florida’s 
1-yard line late in the game, the Huskers 
probably would have scored another 
touchdown and broke the all-time record 
for points scored in a bowl game. 

The image of Frazier scoring 
Nebraska’s umpteenth TD on a 75-yard 
run in which he plowed over six Florida 
defenders, five assistants coaches and 
three student managers is permanently 
ingrained in Gator brains. 

“We embarrassed ourselves, we 
embarrassed our fans, we embarrassed 
the Southeastern Conference,” Florida 
linebacker James Bates said after the 
thrashing. 


1995: 12-1 overall, 8-0 SEC (1st East) 


It was so embarrassing that a clinical 
psychologist in Gainesville claimed after- 
ward that the community was undergoing 
a collective period of bereavement, similar 
to the intense grief one feels immediately 
after a death in the family. 

Steve Spurrier, Florida’s confident 
coach, watched the Nebraska game film 
once and never again. It was much too 
painful watching the Huskers treat his 
team as if it was lowa State in orange 
pants. Spurrier used to have a Fiesta Bowl 
hat in the back window of his car, but he 
removed it shortly after the Gators 
returned home from Tempe. 

“I don’t know if he'll ever get over it,” 
Spurrier’s wife, Jerri, says. “It’s something 
we don't talk about. You just kind of pre- 
tend it never happened.” 

But for a man as ultra-competitive as 
Spurrier, a coach who once said he 
despises the post-game ritual of shaking 
hands with his opponent, it is difficult to 
forget. Those close to him say the public 
mockery has only served to make him 
even more determined to put the Gators 
in a position where they can seriously 


COACH: Steve Spurrier — At UF: 61-13-1, 7 years Overall: 81-26-2, 10 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 9 Offense, 6 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Reidel Anthony, WR Ike Hilliard, CB Anthone Lott, RB Eli- 
jah Williams, SS Lawrence Wright, QB Danny Wuerffel 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: With the collection of offensive talent that Steve Spurrier has 
amassed in Gainesville, the chains look like they're about 7 yards apart. The 
offensive line should be able to compensate for the loss of two starters, and no 
matter who Danny Wuerffel gets the ball to at any given moment, he might take it 


the distance. 


| 


| POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Although new defensive coordinator Bobby Stoops promises 
a high-pressure, speed approach, the interior of the defense has to be rebuilt 
almost from scratch, which could leave the Gators susceptible to punishment by 


some of the power offenses in the SEC. 


OVERVIEW: If we just rewind past that Jan. 2 debacle, we're able to recall that the 
Gators last season were considered one of the most fearsome, unstoppable teams 
of the 1990s. Although they might have to outscore some folks with basketball 
scores again, they're completely capable of doing so every week. 
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GATORS RECRUITING 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / CoueGe 


Zuri BUCHANAN LB 6-0, 232 DeSoto, TX DeSoto 
BlueChip Illustrated All-American in 1994 Originally signed in Feb, 1995, but was not 
eligible Three-year prep starter. 


Thaddeus BULLARD DL 6-4, 240 live Oak Suwannee 

Parade All-American @ USA Today second-team All-American # SuperPrep rated No. 2 
defensive line prospect nationally The National Recruiting Advisor Feped No, 2 defen: | 
sive a in the country # BlueChip Illustrated Dream Team # Florida Super Seniors Team 
@ All-State. 


Jayme CAMPBELLOL — 6-3, 250 Alachua Santa Fe 
BlueChip Illustrated Top 15 defensive line prospect in Southeast @ Gainesville Sun two-time 
All-Area @ All-State. 


Daymon CARROLLRB 5-10, 170 Norristown, PA Norristown 
Parade All-American @ Blue Chips All-American, rated among top three nationally in 
speed running back category @ BlueChip Illustrated ranked No. 1 running back in East, 


Derrick CHAMBERS DL 6-4, 248 Lawndale, NC Burns 
BlueChip Illustrated, SuperPrep and The National Recruiting Advisor All-American @ Super: | 
Prep ranked among top two players in North Carolina @ As a senior, had 18 quarterback 
sacks, 


Craig DUDLEY WR/DB 5-10, 175 Ft. Lauderdale St. Thomas Aquinas 

| Blue Chips All-American and rated among top seven wide receivers nationally  BlueChip 
Illustrated ranked among top five wide receivers in Southeast @ As a senior, had 18 catches 

for 301 yards, and Hiek 31 tackles @ Runs 4.38 in 40-yard dash. 


Dwight EDGE TE 6-6, 220 Apopka Apopka 

SuperPrep and BlueChip Illustrated All-American # USA Today honorable mention All- 
American @ Blue Chips rated No. 2 tight end prospect nationally @ SuperPrep ranked 
among top eight tight ends nationally # All-State @ Florida Super Seniors As a senior, 
had 27 catches for 720 yards (26.6 average) and three touchdowns. 


Rod FRAZIER FB 6-0, 220 Bradenton Manatee 

SuperPrep rated among top three fullback prospects in Florida @ Team Offensive MVP @ 
As a senior, had 845 yards on 145 carries (5.8 average) with 10 touchdowns Brother, 
Tommie Frazier, was Nebraska quarterback. 


Rod GRADDY QB 6-2, 195 Cuthbert, GA Randolph-Clay 

Honorable mention All-State # As a senior, had seven interceptions and 64 tackles # Led 

team to 8-0 record and an average of 37 points per game @ Four-year starter at free safety 
Three-year starter at quarterback, 


95 Resuits i 


/95 Stats 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / CoLLeGe 


Buck GURLEY DL 6-3, 255 Tallahassee Godby 

USA Today All-American @ BlueChip Illustrated Dream Team @ The National Recruiting 
Advisor rated among Top 10 prospects nationally at rush-end @ Gatorade Player of the | 
| Year in Florida # Florida Super Seniors @ As a senior, had 83 tackles (51 solo), with seven 

| tackles for loss as a middle linebacker, 


Doug JOHNSON QB 6-2, 195 Gainesville Buchholz 
BlueChip Illustrated All-American The National Recruiting Advisor rated among top five 
| prospects nationally as pro-style QB # honorable mention All-American @ SuperPrep 
ranked among top two quarterbacks in Florida # As a senior, completed 160 of 275 | 
passes (58.2 percent) for 2,234 yards and 18 touchdowns. 


Sean LADD OL 6-4, 265 Potomac, MD North Carolina State 
Transfer from North Carolina State @ Three years of eligibility remaining @ Expected to 
play on the offensive line # As a prep senior, had 124 tackles with 13 quarterback sacks # 
Played defensive line as true freshman at North Carolina State. 


Daryl OWENS LB 6-0, 215 Jackson, MS Provine 

USA Today second-team All-American @ BlueChip Illustrated All-American  SuperPrep 

All-American; rated among Top 15 linebackers nationally # Two-time All-State # As a 

senior, had 185 tackles, six quarterback sacks, four fumble recoveries and four blocked 
punts @ Four-year starter. 


| Teddy SIMS LB 61,215 Belle Glade Glades Central 
The National Recruiting Advisor rated among top seven in Southeast at weakside linebacker 
@ All-State @ Palm Beach Post Defensive Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 95 tackles, 
six quarterback sacks, two interceptions and two fumble recoveries. 


lan SKINNER WR 5-9, 165 Miami Miami Senior 
BlueChip Illustrated honorable mention All-Southeastern # As a senior, had 28 catches for 
500 yards (17.9 average) with six touchdowns and two kickoffs returned for touchdowns # 
As a junior, had 745 yards on 142 carries with eight touchdowns @ Had four kickoffs 
returned for touchdowns during prep career, 


Cedric WARREN DB 5-10, 175 Virginia Beach, VA Green Run 
The National Recruiting Advisor All-American  SuperPrep rated among Top 12 players in 
Virginia. 


Zac ZEDALIS OL 6-3, 280 Alachua Santa Fe 

Parade All-American @ USA Today All-American @ BlueChip Illustrated Elite 22 list @ 

SuperPrep All-American; rated among Top 10 offensive linemen nationally # The National 

Recruiting Advisor ranked among top three offensive guard prospects nationally  Two- 
time All-State # Florida Super Senior. 

| 


PASSING = 
(12- 1-0, 9-0-0) ere : Aug. 31 SW Louisiana 
RDS PCT 
45 Houston 21 | Wuerffel 325 210 3266 646 35 10 | Sept. 7 Georgia Southern 
| Kresser 112 992 58:0" 2 2.1 
42 Kentucky 7 | Schottenheimer 15 Cle sey 70 
! Sept. 21 at Tennessee 
62 Tennessee 37 RUSHING 
ah Ser Yards _AvG Sept. 28 Kentucky 
28 Mississippi 10 Williams 114 Ce ars 
Jackson 122 64 66 6 Oct. 5  atArkansas 
28 LSU 10 Taylor 48 5.9 24 5 
49 = Auburn 38 RECEIVING _ Oct. 12 LSU 
52 Georgia 17 YARDS Avc Lc TD 
y Doering 14.9 Oct. 19 Auburn 
58 Northern Illinois 20 Hilliard 57 an? GL 
: Anthony 24 15.3 39 3 Nov. 2 Gi ia* 
63 South Carolina i$ spb i 
DEFENSIVE LEADERS i P Vevidanl 
i | Nov. at Vander 
38 Vanderbilt | TACKLES: Wright 109; Lott 90; Hanks 90; Doniels 84; Har- rs : 
35 Florida State 24 ris 78; Bates 75; Weary 58; Jackson 55; Showers 47. . 
INTERCEPTIONS: Jackson 3; Wright 3; Weary 2. Nov. | 6 South Carolina 
34 Arkansas 3 QB SACKS: Campbell 4.8; Church 4.8; Daniels 4; Hanks P 
3; Wright 2; Cohens 2; Moten 2. | Nov. 30 at Florida State 
Fiesta BOWL TACKLES FOR LOSS: Daniels 10; Church 8.8; Campbell | 
24 Nebraska 62 7.8; Wright 6; Hanks 6; Chester 3.8. | * Jacksonville, FL 
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challenge a team like Nebraska for the 
national title. 

He has hired an intense new defen- 
sive coordinator and has helped instill a 
quiet, simmering anger within the team. 
In the weight room during the summer, 
when players were grunting and groaning 
in an attempt to lift one more muscle- 
burning rep, the motivational catch 
phrase was blunt: “Nebraska.” 

“I really believe the Fiesta Bowl will 
wind up being more good than bad for 
us,” Florida strong safety Lawrence 
Wright says. “It showed us that you can 
never let up; that you have to work harder 
and harder every day to be better and bet- 
ter. You don’t win games on reputation.” 


MENDING DEFENSIVE PSYCHE 

If the Gators learned anything from 
the Fiesta Bowl, it is that there is more 
to college football than just pizzazz and 
panache. They learned that football is 
still, largely, a game of brute force. They 
learned that the ultimate football cliche 
— defense wins championships — really 
is true. 

Bob Stoops is the coordinator 
Spurrier chose to try and mend Florida’s 
battered defensive psyche. Not that the 
Gator defense wasn’t respectable under 
former defensive boss Bobby Pruett, who 
left after the Fiesta Bowl to accept the 
head-coaching job at Marshall University 
— his alma mater — but it wasn’t domi- 
nating. Last year, Florida ranked 20th 
nationally in total defense ... not bad, but 
not good enough at a school where the 
offense has shattered just about every 
conceivable SEC record. 

In the past, Spurrier has traditionally 
hired assistants he knows personally from 
his previous coaching stops at Duke or 
the USFL’s Tampa Bay Bandits. But 
Stoops was different. Spurrier took a 
sheet of NCAA statistics given to him by 
Florida athletic director Jeremy Foley and 
quickly scanned to the top of the list to 
see who led the nation in total defense. 
The answer was Stoops’ Kansas State 
defense, which allowed 250.8 yards per 
game last season, the lowest total in the 
Big Eight since 1987. 

Stoops’ K-State defenses have, at 
least, had some marginal success against 
Nebraska. Two years ago, Kansas State 
held the Huskers to 262 total yards — 
Nebraska’s lowest regular-season output 
in more than 30 years. And although the 
Wildcats lost 49-25 to Nebraska last year, 
the Huskers scored two defensive touch- 
downs and another on special teams. 


IKE HILLIARD AND THE REST OF FLORIDA’S RETURNING RECEIVERS GIVE THE GATORS 
ONE OF THE MOST EXPLOSIVE PASS-CATCHING CORPS IN THE NATION. 
PHOTO BY ROBERT F. MOLDANER/SPURLOCK PHOTOGRAPHY 


And Nebraska’s swarming, stunting 
defense held Spurrier’s offense to just 269 
yards in the Fiesta Bowl by running 
almost the exact same scheme Stoops and 
co-defensive coordinator Jim Leavitt per- 
fected at K-State. 

What's more, K-State was renowned 
for being physically intimidating — a trait 
Florida certainly could have used against 
Nebraska. 

“Their defense is probably as strong, 
quick and well-coached as any I’ve been 
around,” said ex-Oklahoma coach 
Howard Schnellenberger after the Soon- 
ers were blasted 49-10 by K-State last 
year. “This is the worst physical beating 
I've ever been associated with.” 


One more thing about Stoops: One of 
Spurrier’s closest friends, Notre Dame’s 
Lou Holtz, tried to hire the 35-year-old 
Stoops to coach the Fighting Irish sec- 
ondary and was turned down — twice. 

Besides, Spurrier, who wants the ball 
and wants it now, fell in love with the fact 
that opposing offenses went three-and-out 
more than 50 percent of the time last 
year against K-State and averaged only 
four plays per possession. 

“You know what that means?” 
Spurrier asks playfully. “It means more 
ball plays for Stevie Boy. 

“Kansas State had the No. 1 defense 
in the country last year,” he said. “Bobby 
Stoops is a bright, young coach who we 
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GATORS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos, Class Hr. HOMETOWN 

91 Tremayne Allen TE Sr. 6:2 230 Knoxville, IN 
15 Reidel Anthony WR ft, 5-11 176 South Boy 
96 Emie Bodeoux DT ft. 64 278 River Ridge, LA 
20 Tyrone Baker WR i. 59 170 Goinesville 
44 Somes Botes 1B Sr. &1 228 — Seviervile, TIN 

5 Ronnie Battle CB ks 58 176  FortMyers 
93 Tim Beauchamp DE So. 62 255 New Smyrna Beach 
77 Cheston Blackshear OG fr. 62 282 Jacksonville 
17. Noch Brindise QB ok «63-228 Fort Myers 
68 Elijoh Brown OG sr 63 317 docksonville 
33 Tealo Brown FSS. S187 Miomi 
73 Pat Browning OT Fr. 64 307 Tampa 
57. Scot Bryon OT fr. 64 278 Longwood 
49 Zuri Buchonon B Fr. 60 227 DeSoto, TX 
70 Cooper Corlisle OT Fr. 65 282 McComb, MS 
94 Ed Chester DT So. 64 276 Spring Hill 
55 Wilke Cohens DE So. 62 253  Storke 
79 Mo Collins OT So. 65 308  Chorlotte, NC 
63 Josh Corey Oo sk, 62 269 Jacksoeville 
66 Keith Council 1») ee 65 283 Orlondo 
56 Cameron Davis DE Sr. «= 64 261 Lauderhill 
37 Reggie Davis FS Fr. «511-176 Bradenton 
83 Jason Deon WR S. 5:10 177 Noples 
35 Emie Dubose FR Jr. = 510 207 Port Chorlotte 
14 Bort Edmiston PK Sr, «S11 «175 Pensacclo 
34 Jerome Evens FBS, «= 6-1 236 Arcodic 
99 McDonald Ferguson DT St, 61 267 Miami 

1 Tony George DB So, 95:11 189 Cincinnoti, OH 
12 Jacquez Green WR So. 59 170 FortValley, GA 
60 Fred Hogberg iS Sr. 61-226 Hialeah 
13 Mike Hoeris FS. «= 60-187 Gainesville 

6 Domion Hill CBr, «= &1_—s:197__ Dallas, TX 
19 ike Hilliord WR Jr, 5-11 182 Patterson, LA 
27 Demetric Jackson 5S &. 60 178 Fort White 
22. Terry Jockson TR So. S11 198 Gainesville 
51 Ryn Kalich OG fr 6-3 281 — Houston, TX 

8 Nofis Karim WR So. 5:11 181 Marietto, GA 
42 Jevon Kearse 1B Fr. «= 65-235 Nowth Fort Myers 
4) Keith Kelsey 1B Fr. «= 60-221 Newberry 
89 Erron Kinney TE Fr, 66 257 Ashlond, VA 


Hr, Wr. Hometown 
10 Eric Kresser QB Sr. 62» -209 Palm Beach Gardens 
9 Anthone Lott CB OSr. «= 5-9) 192 Jacksonville 
38 Pat lowe 1B a 62 234 Fort Louderdale 
32 Eugene McCaslin T Fr & 1-206 Tampa 
46 Xavier McCray B od S11 212) Mom 
92 Reggie McGrew OT Fr. «62 295 Mayo 
3 Trovis McGriff WR So. 5:8 178 Gainesville 
98 Anthony Mitchell OG fr. 6-5 261 Louisville, MS 
71 Jeff Mitchell Cc Se 64 285  Cleorwoter 
23 Dwoyne Mobley FB Sr. = 510227 Brooksville 
9 Mike Moten oT sr 65 265 Daytona Beach 
84 Dovid Nobovi WR Sr. 510 185 Orlando 
80 Shawn Nunn TE Sr 63 252 Ocalo 
29 Mike Peterson B So, 6) 208 Alochva 
69 Zoch Piller OT So 65 299 Tallahassee 
28 Dork Pollord CB OF. «=©5:8 +=170 Bradenton 
36 Carlton Pouncy SS Sr. «510195 Kissimenee 
81 Jamie Richardson WR Fr. 5:10 177 Tallohossee 
59 Whley Ritch Ck. 64 271 Fort White 
54 Wile Rodgers DE od. = 61) 257) Miami 
88 Toras Ross Tt or 6-2 243 Dade City 
58 Johnny Rutledge 1B So. 62 224 Belle Glode 
18 Bobby Sabelhous QB Fr. 65 241 Owings Mills, MD 
16 Brian Schotenheimer GB Sr. 6&2 200 Overland Park, KS 
2 Shea Showers CB Sr. «= S11 165 Alachua 
87 Robby Stevenson P So, 61 188  Brodenton 
72 Deoc Story OG So 65 284 Winter Pork 
21 Fred Taylor T Jk. 60 219 Belle Glade 
43. Malt Teague PK/P Sr. 6:1 176 Keystone Heights 
52 Dwayne Thomas Bod, = 62232 Sacksonwille 
50 Kevin Walton B® J. 60 215 Miomi 
4 Fred Weary CBJ. «= 510177 dexksonville 
25 Elijoh Willioms Bb dr 5-10 180 Milton 
4 lawrence Wright SSS, 1209 Miami 
7 Danny Wuertel QB Sr. «= 62-209 Fort Walton 
26 Jon Xynidis SS Jr 5:10 179 Daytona Beach 
62 Corey Yarbrough C Fr. = 62281 Glen St. Mary 
75 Donnie Young OG Ss 64 299 Venice 


Roster and depth chart subject to change, 


SPRING UPDATE 


n the annual Orange and Blue spring scrim- 

mage, the high-pressure defense that new 

defensive coordinator Bobby Stoops has Florida 
embracing had a significant impact. 

The two defensive teams combined for 10 
sacks and seven interceptions. Free safety Teako 
Brown picked off three of those passes. 

@ Although the Gator quarterback position 
is obviously in good hands this season with 
Danny Wuerffel and Eric Kresser, there is much 
concern about the progress of QB-in-waiting 
Bobby Sabelhaus. The redshirt freshman who 
everyone figured would have Florida's startin 
job locked up by 1997, looked completely bat 
fled in the spring game. He threw two intercep- 
tions and was pulled from the game because he 
appeared so lost. 

"He needs a lot of work," said coach Steve 
Spurrier, who is trying to change Sabelhaus’ 
sidearm delivery to more of an over-the-top 
motion. Between the change in mechanics and 
adjusting to Spurrier’s complex offense, Florida’s 


quarterback of the future didn’t look like the sure 
thing he was expected to be at this point. 

@ The controversy over the college football 
polls has already started. Spurrier says he may 
not vote in this year’s USA Today-CNN coaches 
poll because last year’s season-ending poll 
"made a farce out of it.” Florida, which lost to 
Nebraska 62-24 in the national championship 
game, finished No. 3 in the final coaches poll, 
behind Tennessee — an SEC rival the Gators 
beat by 25 points earlier in the season. The 
Gators were voted 11th and 13th by two 
coaches in the final poll. 

“The coaches who voted us 11th and 13th 
manipulated the poll,” Spurrier said. “! don’t 
know if | want to be a part of a process that’s not 
fair to the players.” 

@ Redshirt freshman Jamie Richardson, who 
caught three passes for 88 yards in the spring 
game, looks like he may be a regular in the 
receiving rotation this fall. 

— Mike Bianchi 
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OFFENSE 


NuMBER QUARTERBACK 
7 Danny Wuerffel’ Senior 
| 10 Eric Kresser Senior 
| 34 Jerome Evans Senior 
23 Dwayne Mobley* Senior 
| 25 Elijah Williams* Junior 
21 Fred Taylor Junior 
| 19 Ike Hilliard* Junior 
81 Jamie Richardson Freshman 
Numaer Wibe REcEIvER YEAR 
15 Reidel Anthony* Junior 
12 Jacquez Green Sophomore 
91 Tremayne Allen* Senior 
80 Shawn Nunn Senior 
Numeer Lert TACKLE YEAR 
79 Mo Collins* Sophomore 
73 Pat Browning Freshman 
Numper Lert GuarD YEAR 
72 Deac Story Sophomore 


5] Ryan Kalich Freshman 


Jeff Mitchell’ Senior 
Corey Yarbrough Freshman 
NuMser RiGHT GuarD 
Donnie Young* Senior 
Elijah Brown Junior 
Numeer RIGHT TACKLE 
69 Zach Piller Sophomore 
70 Cooper Carlisle Freshman 


*Returning Starter 


— DEFENSE — 


Lert END 


Numser 


| 56 Cameron Davis Senior 

93 Tim Beauchamp Sophomore | 
| 94 Ed Chester” Sophomore 

90 Mike Moten Junior 

Numper RIGHT TACKLE YEAR 
| 66 Keith Council Junior 


Freshman 
YEAR 


Junior 


Reggie McGrew 


Numer RiGut ENb 
54 Willie Rodgers 


55 Willie Cohens Sophomore 


Numper Oursipe LINEBACKER YEAR 
58 Johnny Rutledge Sophomore 
46 Xavier McCray Junior 
Numser Mipbte LINEBACKER 
44 James Bates* Senior | 
| 50 Kavin Walton Junior | 
Numeer Oursipe LINEBACKER YEAR 
29 Mike Peterson Sophomore 
38 Pat Lowe Junior 
Numeer Lert CORNERBACK YEAR 
| 9 Anthone Lott* Senior 
1 Tony George Sophomore 
Numeer RIGHT CORNERBACK YEAR 
24 Fred Weary* Junior 
2 Shea Showers Senior 
Numer STRONG SAFETY YEAR 
| 4 Lawrence Wright* Senior 
| 36 Carlton Pouncy Senior 


Numper FREE SAFETY YEAR 
33 Teako Brown* Sophomore 
Junior 


Mike Harris 


1996 


feel is one of the best in the business. The 
University of Florida ought to be able to 
go out and hire the best, and that’s what 
we did.” 

For the first time since Spurrier 
arrived at UF, the excitement and antici- 
pation fans traditionally experience head- 
ing into a new season centers around 
Florida’s defense. 


WwuerrreL LEADS 
UNSTOPPABLE “O” 


You simply know the offense will be 
phenomenal, especially with Wuerffel 
back for his senior season to lead a unit 
that set conference records for yards 
(534.4), and points (44.5) last year. 
Wuerffel already has thrown for an SEC- 
record 75 career TDs, and goes into this 
season as the top returning Heisman Tro- 
phy vote-getter. 

Wuerffel seems to realize that he will 
be under the gun this year. As successful 
as he was individually and the team was 
collectively last season, he knows even 
more is expected in 1996. 

“Everyone from the fans to the media 
to the players and coaches, as you get bet- 
ter, the expectations you set on yourself 
get higher,” he said. “I think we feel we’re 
at a level where we would like to compete 
every year for the national championship, 
and this year is no different. 

“I know that I and our team have the 
perspective that you just do the best you 
can and that’s all you can ask.” 

Wuerffel will have five of his top six 
wide receivers returning from last fall with 
the lone departure being record-setting 
Chris Doering, who completed his career 
with an SEC-record 31 TD receptions. 
Despite the loss of Doering, Ike Hilliard, 
Reidel Anthony and Jacquez Green give 
Florida one of the most explosive pass- 
catching corps in the nation. 

Also returning is Florida’s entire run- 
ning back contingent of Elijah Williams, 
Fred Taylor and Terry Jackson — a trio 
that combined for more than 1,900 yards 
and 12 TDs last year. 

The lone question mark on offense is 
the line, where Jason Odom and Reggie 
Green departed after starting 46 and 43 
games in their careers, respectively. Still, 
with Jeff Mitchell, Donnie Young and 
Mo Collins returning, and Georgia Tech 
transfer Zach Pillar also slotted for a 
starting position, Wuerffel should be well- 
protected. In fact, Spurrier says, there 
could be more quality depth on the line 
this year than in any year since he’s been 
at Florida. 


1996 


FLORIDA’S ENTIRE RUNNING BACK CONTINGENT RETURNS — INCLUDING TERRY JACKSON. 
PHOTO BY PHIL SEARS 


Defensively, of course, there are 
many more uncertainties. About the only 
sure thing is that Stoops will implement 
an attacking, aggressive scheme that 
crowds the line of scrimmage, blitzes fre- 
quently and forces its secondary to play 
bump-and-run coverage. 

“Man, we're blitzing like every other 
play,” Florida sophomore linebacker 
Michael Peterson said during spring drills. 

“This is make-something-happen 
defense,” Wright says. 

The new 4-3 alignment will be built 
around a true middle linebacker, and two 
versatile outside backers. Bates, a senior, 
will get the first look at middle linebacker, 
while talented sophomores Johnny Rut- 
ledge and Mike Peterson will likely man 
the outside positions. 

The secondary will be the strength of 
the defense as senior Anthone Lott, an 
All-SEC performer, and junior Fred Weary 
return at the corners. 

Senior Lawrence Wright, another all- 
conference selection who is one of the 
most complete defensive backs in the 
country, returns at strong safety. 

For the second consecutive year, the 
Gators must replace three starters on the 
defensive line. Two talented redshirt fresh- 
men — Reggie McGrew and Ernie 
Badeaux — are in the picture at defensive 
tackle and will battle more established 
players like Ed Chester, Keith Council and 
Mike Moten for playing time. At defensive 
end, five players — Cameron Davis, Willie 


Rodgers, Willie Cohens, Tim Beauchamp 
and Anthony Mitchell — are all in the mix. 

Thanks in part to Spurrier, the recent 
trend in college football has been for 
offenses to prescribe the ground rules and 
dictate what defenses can and can’t do. 
Spurrier, for instance, has built his offen- 
sive reputation largely on his unmatched 
ability to create mismatches. Now, 
though, there are young, innovative 
defensive coordinators like Stoops who 
are challenging the accepted hierarchy. 

“More and more, offenses have gone 
to spreading things out,” Stoops says. “As 
a defense stretches out, it makes itself 
more vulnerable. It seems like defenses 
are always reacting to the offense, but our 
style is to dictate to the offense a little bit. 
This changes the mentality of stretching 
out and reacting. Our style is to load up 
and come after you.” 

Much the way Nebraska did on Jan. 2. 

If the Gators are to challenge for the 
national title this year, they will have to do 
it with a schedule that is even more 
demanding than last year’s. The Gators 
will face six bowl teams, with only two of 
those games at home. Florida must go on 
the road to play Tennessee and Florida 
State, two teams that will in all likelihood 
be ranked in the Top 5 at the beginning 
of the season. 

“It’s going to be a challenge,” Wright 
says, “but a challenge is exactly what 
we’re looking for.” 

— Mike Bianchi 


Linpy’s FooTBALL ANNUALS 1171 


LSU 


ey 


TIGERS 


Man to Man, Confidence is High in Baton Rouge 


o appreciate the respect given 

LSU’s defense, consider the reac- 

tion of the participants in last sea- 
son's national-championship game. 

Before the Fiesta Bowl, Nebraska 
studied film of how LSU defended Florida 
in a regular-season game. Nebraska pro- 
ceeded to trounce the Gators, 62-24. 

Then Florida actively pursued LSU 
defensive coordinator Carl Reese for the 
same position with the Gators. Reese 
turned them down, preferring to remain 
at LSU, which led the Southeastern 
Conference last season in scoring 
defense (14.6 points per game) and 
against the pass (5.7 yards per attempt), 
and ranked second in total defense 
(308.9 yards per game). 

“We scratched the surface a little bit,” 
Reese said. “I'd rather be part of some- 
thing trying to get somewhere, and I feel 
we can.” 

Certainly LSU shows promise after 
having enjoyed a successful first season 
under head coach Gerry DiNardo. Reese 
said he stayed at LSU, in part, “because 
of Gerry.” Reese worked under DiNardo 


1995: 7-4-1 overall, 4-3-1 SEC (3rd West) 


for four years at Vanderbilt before coming 
with DiNardo to LSU. 

“The key thing for the season is going 
to be to keep this momentum we've got 
going,” DiNardo said. “As much excite- 
ment as we created externally, we created 
more internally. We have to create an 
environment where the momentum can 
continue to grow.” 

DiNardo and his staff planted the seed 
last year with LSU's first winning season 
and first bowl appearance in seven years. 
LSU used an offensive explosion to rout 
Michigan State, 45-26, in the Indepen- 
dence Bowl, which essentially became a 
home game for LSU because of its loca- 
tion in Shreveport, La. 

The defense may have been overshad- 
owed by a pair of then-freshmen in tail- 
back Kevin Faulk and quarterback Herbert 
Tyler. But the Spartans’ only second-half 
score came when LSU took a fourth-quar- 
ter safety ... and, besides, the defense 
already had distinguished itself throughout 
the regular season. 

Most notably, it preserved a 12-6 
upset of Auburn with a last-play intercep- 


COACH: Gerry DiNardo — LSU: 7-4-1, 1 year Overall: 26-29-1, 5 years 
| RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 8 Offense, 6 Defense, Punter pay 2 ; 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Kendall Cleveland, RB Kevin Faulk, P Chad Kessler; DT 


Anthony McFarland, TE David LaFleur, LB Allen Stansberry 
STRENGTHS: The Tigers look like they will be able to stay with anyone, 


using their combination of a strong running game and a strong defense. With thei 
fine secondary returning intact, they are well-equipped to deal with the high-octane | 


offenses becoming popular in the SEC. 


“& 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Unlike last year, they won't be sneaking up on anybody. 
And unless some receivers emerge, opponents are going to gang up on the run- 
ning game, which could pinch the whole offense. The defensive line has some 
rebuilding to do. LSU has games at Auburn and Florida in the first half of the sea- 
son, which could have a lot to do with how far they'll get in 1996. 
OVERVIEW: A veteran lineup and seven homes games — including three easy non- 
conference wins over Louisville, yiae and Tulane — should ensure another bowl 


game, and then some. The Tigers 


ave the look of a strong Western Division con- — 


tender, and they could even outleg Auburn and Alabama to Atlanta. 


tion that exorcised the demons from the 
previous year. LSU fell apart in 1994 
after Auburn intercepted six passes, and 
returned three for fourth-quarter touch- 
downs, in a 30-26 victory. 

In clinching both a winning record 
and a 1995 bowl berth, LSU dominated 
Western Division-winner Arkansas in the 
regular-season finale, 28-0. LSU, which 
produced a 7-4-1 record, finished third in 
the West at 4-3-1. The Tigers closed with 
a three-game winning streak and won four 
of their last five games. 

“Everybody's confidence is up,” said 
senior weakside linebacker Pat Rogers, 
who collected 68 total tackles and inter- 
cepted two passes, including one he 
returned 66 yards for a touchdown 
against Kentucky. “We always knew we 
had the talent. Now we have a great 
coaching staff to pull it out of us.” 

LSU led the SEC in total defense the 
year before DiNardo’s arrival, and Reese 
tapped into its strength with his aggres- 
sive, gambling philosophy. 

“The trend on offense the last four or 
five years has been to spread the 
defense,” Reese said. “All defenses want 
to play zone, which is the soft, safe thing 
to do. It's become like basketball on grass. 
The answer is that defensive coordinators 
have to have a set of guts. You can’t do 
that (play zone) any more. 

“No matter how bad the talent might 
scare you, you've got to get in their face. 
That, I think, is what you have to do in 
this day and time in college football. 
When it swings the other way, we'll play 
zone defense. Defensive coordinators 
sometimes are conservative.” 

Not Reese, whose defense opened in 
an odd 5-1-5 alignment against Ole Miss. 
When that didn’t work, LSU returned to 
its more conventional 4-3 defense en 
route to a 38-9 victory. 


LSU RETURNS EIGHT STARTERS ON OFFENSE, 
INCLUDING KEVIN FAULK WHO RUSHED 174 
TIMES FOR 852 YARDS AND SIX TOUCH- 
DOWNS DURING THE REGULAR SEASON. 
PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 
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TIGERS RECRUITING 


Name /' Position Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / CouEGe Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hick Scoot / Couece 
Yohmani ADAMS WR 6-0, 175 Laurel, MS Jones County JC Scott MeMURRAY L 6-2, 230 West Monroe West Monroe 
SuperPrep rated No. 12 junior college prospect nationally @ Second-team All-American @ Caught 85 career Baton Rouge Advocate Super Dozen @ All-State # As a senior, had 130 tackles, two quarterback sacks and four 
passes for 1,824 yards @ As a freshman, averaged 12.7 yards per punt return. tackles behind the line. 
Nemesis BATES WR 5-10, 190 New Orleans St. Augustine Brandon MATTHEWS L 6-3, 235 New Orleans Carver 
All-District @ Hod 33 receptions for 809 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior @ Retumed three kickoffs for Baton Rouge Advocate Second Dozen # Played linebacker, center, defensive end and deep snapper. 
touchdowns # Helped team to an 11-2 record and district championship. | 
| Johnny MITCHELL L 6-5, 280 Marrero John Ehret 

Danny BOYD PK 6-0, 205 Bradenton, FL Southeast | SuperPrep All-American @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ Baton Rouge Advocate Super 
One of only two kickers on Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ As a senior, had 55 percent of Dozen @ All-State @ As a senior, had 16 sacks and six fumbles 
kickoffs into the end zone @ Made four of nine field goal attempts and 35 of 36 extra points as a senior. 

Koreem MITCHELL L 6-4, 220 Moss Point, MS Moss Point 
John CHRIST B 6-2, 230 Baton Rouge Catholic Allanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 # Baton Rouge Advocate Second Dozen @ All-State  All-Dis- 
Baton Rouge Advocate honorable mention Super Dozen @ Second-team All-District # As a senior, cought 18 trict @ Hod over 200 tackles and eight quarterback sacks during last two seasons. 
passes for 207 yards and three touchdowns # Had 38 tackles and seven quarterback socks # Team captain. 

Dennis NELSON WR 5-10, 170 Lake Charles Woshington-Marion 
Cecil COLLINS B 5-10, 205 Leesville Leesville Baton Rouge Advocate honorable mention Super Dozen @ As a senior, caught 10 passes for 291 yards and four 
SuperPrep rated No. 8 running back nationally @ BlueChip Illustrated Dream Team # Atlanta Journal-Constitution touchdowns @ Had 22 rushes for 159 yards and two touchdowns. 

| Super Southern 100 @ Baton Rouge Advocate Super Dozen @ Mr. Football in Louisiana. 

Alvin PUCKETT L 6-3, 280 New Orleans McMain 
Brandon DALE B 5-11, 165 Slidell Salmen Defensive All-District # Honorable mention offensive All-District. 
All-State @ Three-time All-District # Had 4,500 yards in total offense in three-year career. | 

| Brian SPARACINO QB 6-2, 190 Denham Springs Northwest Mississippi JC | 

Cedric DONALDSON 8 5-11, 175 Jackson, MS Hinds JC | SuperPrep ranked No. 3 junior college player nationally @ Honorable mention All-American @ Career total of 
National Junior College Athletic Association second-team All-American @ All-Region @ Intercepted six passes, 4,911 yards passing and 45 touchdowns. 
returning two for touchdowns. | 

Wardell SYKES L 6-3, 230 Harvey West Jefferson 
Nate GATES B 61,174 Sarasota, FL Riverview Baton Rouge Advocafe Second Dozen @ All-District # Second-team All-Metro # As a senior, had 48 tackles, 
Third-team All-State @ All-Area @ As a senior, had 72 tackles, two interceptions and one forced fumble # Had including 12 quarterback sacks, and eight quarterback hurries. 
career total of 193 tackles, six interceptions and seven forced fumbles @ Three-year starter. 

Robert TYLER B 6-1, 230 Cleveland, MS Cleveland 
Willie HARVEY L 6-3, 235 Houston, TX Booker T. Washington All-State @ All-Conference @ Jackson Clarion Ledger Top Ten @ As a senior, rushed for 612 yards and seven 
District Defensive MVP @ As a senior, had 49 solo tackles, 55 assists, 14 quarterback sacks, 42 quarterback hur- touchdowns on 98 carries @ Four-year starter. 
ries, seven recovered fumbles and four caused fumbles. 

David WATKINS L 6-5, 225 New Orleans Karr 
Jomal HILL LB 6-2, 220 Mercer Island, WA Mercer Island All-State @ As a senior, had 43 tackles and four quarterback sacks @ Helped team to 14-1 record. 

All-American; ranked No. 5 player in Northwest # Two-time All-State @ As a senior, had 665 yards 

on 132 carries for six touchdowns @ Four-year starter Starter on basketball team. Theo WILLIAMS L 6-3, 225 Marrero John Ehret 

SuperPrep All-American @ Baton Rouge Advocate Second Dozen @ As a senior, had six quarterback sacks and 
Rodney HUDSON WR 6-0, 175 Monroe Fort Scott JC two recovered fumbles @ Three-year starter at defensive end. 
Had 54 receptions for 800 yards last season @ As a prep senior, passed for 1,267 yards and 12 touchdowns. 

Brandon WINEY TE 6-7, 260 loke Charles Washington-Marion 
Alcender JACKSON L 6-4, 300 Moss Point, MS Moss Point As a senior, caught five passes for 77 yards # Hod 49 tackles (23 solo), one quarterback sack, one recovered 
USA Today All-American @ SuperPrep All-American; rated No. 11 offensive lineman nationally # BlueChip Illus- fumble ond three ad paee Three-year starter at tight end and defensive end. 
trated Dream Team @ Jackson Clarion Ledger State Player of the Year # Two-time All-State. 

Domion WOODS B 5-10, 180 Slidell Salmen 
Trey LANGLEY L 6-5, 272 Eunice Eunice All-State Three-time All-District @ Had career 13 interceptions, 119 solo tackles, 127 assists, five quarterback 
Baton Rouge Advocate honorable mention Super Dozen @ All-State @ Helped team to 13-2 record as a senior. sacks, 18 blocked punts and field goals, 15 recovered ie and eight forced fumbles @ Three-year starter. 
Clarence LEBLANC B 64,195 River Ridge John Curtis Derrion YATES L 67, 230 Houston, TX Booker T. Washington 
New Orleans Times-Picayune Top 10 Blue Chip # Baton Rouge Advocate Super Dozen @ All-State # As a senior, Parade All-American # USA Today All-American # SuperPrep All-American @ As o senior, had 40 solo tackles, 
had 57 tackles, 34 assists, 10 passes broken up, six interceptions and one interception returned for touchdown. 50 assists, 12 quarterback sacks, five forced fumbles, six recovered fumbles and 44 quarterback hurries. 
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‘95 RESULTS 


( }b-4- 2 4-3-1 ) ; PASSING 


Am Comp Yarps Pct TD INT 


Sept. 7 Houston 


Howard 212 112 1493-5528 9 5S Sept. 21 at Auburn 
17 Texas A&M 33 Tyler a er ee si j 
. = Hill 36 18 207 500 O 1 ; 
34 Mississippi State 16 Sept. 28 | New Mexico State 
PP RUSHING si ee 
12 Auburn 6 No YARDS Oct. 5 Vanderbilt 
Faulk 174 1852" GAP Oe LS 
52 Rice 7 Cleveland 137_—S 562 AN O10 Oct.. 12 at Florida 
Kennison 9 86 9.6 46 ° 
20 South Carolina 20 ___ RECEIVING Oct. 19 Kentucky 
—— — - No YARDS Avc 
10 Florida 28 Wilson Sa a ae Oct. 26 Mississippi State 
| Kennison 45 739 16.4 64 2 
16 Kentucky 24 Hill 15 144° °«296~2~*CO9 OO Nov. 9 Alabama 
DEFENSIVE LEADERS 
49 North Texas v4 Nov. 16 — at Mississippi 
= TACKLES: Stansberry 109; Crawford 105; Wiley 85; Lenton 
79; McFarland 76; Walker 69; Rogers 68; Deshotel 58. 
3 Alabama ss INTERCEPTIONS: Lenton 3; James 2; Twillie 2; Rogers 2. Nov. 23 Tulane 
ahaa wee QB SACKS: Northern 9; Wiley 7; Stansberry 6; Gillyard 6; 
38 Mississippi 9 McFarland 2; Mixon 2; James 1; Valentino 1; Miller 1, Nov. 30 at Arkansas” 
TACKLES FOR LOSS: Wiley 15; Stansberry 14; Northern ; _ 
28 Arkansas 0) 14; McFarland 13; Gillyard 10; Rogers 6; Crawford 5. Little Rock, AR 
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Florida used its superior talent, and 
LSU's mistakes, to beat the Tigers, 28- 
10. But LSU’s effort wasn’t lost on the 
Nebraska coaches, who later spoke with 
Reese and watched film of the game, 
Reese said. Reese then spoke with 
Spurrier during the off-season. 

“Coach Spurrier was interested in 
making a change,” Reese said. “He 
wanted to become more aggressive. He 
wanted to practice against a defense like 
that after he saw how it robbed him of a 
national championship. But to practice 
against it, you have to put it in.” 

LSU's defense is an extension of 
DiNardo, who has often said that a 
defense is only as good as its man-to-man 
coverage. If so, LSU has reason to be 
encouraged since it returns four players 
who started at least one game in the sec- 
ondary last season. 


LSU’s MELTING Port 


It’s an eclectic mix of people. Junior 
cornerback Troy Twillie, who made the 
game-saving interception against Auburn, 
finished fifth in the long jump at the 
1995 NCAA track championship. He 
skipped track last spring to devote him- 
self solely to football. 

Senior cornerback Denard Walker has 
become a mainstay with the Tigers after 
having originally signed with Southern 
California out of Garland, Texas, in 1992. 
Walker started all 12 games last season 
and finished sixth in total tackles with 69. 
He also intercepted a pass. 

Senior free safety Clarence Lenton 
is a converted wide receiver, who inter- 
cepted a team-high three passes last sea- 
son and placed fourth in total tackles 
with 79. Sophomore Greg Hill has 
moved to strong safety after playing 
nickel back last season and making 26 
total tackles. 

“] think a lot of our man coverage 
complements the front line,” said Lenton, 
one of six returning defensive starters. 
“The pressure the defensive line puts on 
enables us to play man coverage. We 
don’t have to worry about running with a 
receiver all over the field. We have a 
mindset that we’re not going to let any- 
body do anything against us. It begins 
with the mindset we have.” 

If what Lenton says is true, the line 
will dictate much of the defense’s perfor- 
mance. Gone, though, are ends Gabe 
Northern and James Gillyard, who com- 
bined for 15 quarterback sacks last sea- 
son. Northern also was an All-SEC 
first-team selection. 


ANTHONY MCFARLAND HAS GONE FROM MORE THAN 300 POUNDS TO 286, WHICH SHOULD 
ONLY ADD TO THE QUICKNESS AND SPEED HE DISPLAYED AS A FRESHMAN LAST SEASON. 
PHOTO BY COURTLAND RICHARDS 


Hoping to take their place as defen- 
sive leaders are tackles Anthony McFar- 
land and Chuck Wiley. 

“We plan to be the best tackles in the 
conference,” said Wiley, a junior who was 
the third-leading tackler last year with 79 
and second to Northern with seven quar- 
terback sacks for minus 43 yards. Wiley 
also made the All-SEC second team. 

“Our logo is the Four Horsemen,” 
the Baton Rouge native said, “and it’s 
not just for the four starters, it’s who- 
ever’s playing (on the line).” 

Wiley came up with the moniker, not 
from the legendary Notre Dame quartet, 
but rather from a professional wrestling 
team with the same name. 

“I’m a wrestling fan,” said Wiley, who 
at 6-4, 274 pounds is big enough to wres- 
tle with most anyone. 

While Wiley has bulked up, the 6-1 
McFarland has slimmed down. He’s gone 
from more than 300 pounds to 286, 
which should only add to the quickness 
and speed he displayed as a freshman last 
season. McFarland started every game 
along with Wiley and made 73 tackles. He 


also played fullback on occasion and 
caught a 6-yard touchdown pass. 

“People are going to look to scheme 
more around us, particularly with the ends 
gone,” McFarland said. 

Taking over at end should be junior 
Kenny Mixon and sophomore Arnold 
Miller, although Reese said he expects 
help from a recruiting class that was 
widely ranked among the 10 best in the 
nation. Mixon and Miller combined for 23 
total tackles last season, including three 
quarterback sacks. The signees include 
Derrion Yates of Houston and Theo 
Williams of Marrero, La. 

“Everybody's going to be asked to 
raise their level of play,” Rogers said. For 
the linebackers, that will be asking a good 
deal since they played such an active role 
last season with senior strongside line- 
backer Allen Stansberry producing a 
team-high 105 tackles. Stansberry’s six 
quarterback sacks were the most ever for 
an LSU inside linebacker. 

The Tigers should be helped by the 
return of senior middle linebacker Mike 
Calais, who quit the team last year because 
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TIGERS SPRING ROSTER OFFENSE 


Pos, Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN Pos, Ciass Hr, Wr. Numser QUARTERBACK YEAR 
37 Aaron Adams DE So. 6:2 227 Mebvirie 79 NaeshallMenord OG Fr. 6-1 267 Marrero | 14 Herb Tyler* Sophomore 
53 RustyBarilleux C So. 62 261 Amite 52 Brondon Michel 1B Jr, 61 233 Grand Point 
84 Chris Beard SE So. 51) 182. Shreveport 98 Arnold Miller DE So. 64 237 New Orleans a oe — x 
49 Truponio Bonner DT So. 6-2 267 New Orleans 57 Kenny Mixon DE Jr. 64 258 Pineville 87 — a Te j — 
‘urne: ian nm all 
16 Brown Boudreaux CB So. 5-8 153 Baton Rouge 31 Pat Neely PK Fr, «5:8 ~—:169- New Orleans Vie ThnBARR YEAR 
68 Ben Bordelon OT Sr. 66 293 Mathews 4) Matt Newchurch FB So. = 6:3 240 Thibodaux 3 Kevin Faulk* Sophomore | 
40 Dovid Builer CB OSr. = 5-10 188 Houma 44 Mork O'Dowd (Bod. =63 «213 Miami, FL 32 Kendall Cleveland Sophomore _| 
56 Mike Calais 1B Sr. = 61-237 Paterson 81 Jamal Pack TE Fr. 63 242 Marrero Numser FLANKER 
50 Marcus Cormouche C Sr, 63 291 Lafayette 45 Kris Perret DT Jr. 6:2 249 Baton Rouge Larry Foster Freshman 
70 Trey Champagne OT S. 67 287 Covington 76 Adom Perry OG Jr, 63 293 Covington Brad Poole Junior 
39 Stanley Chopman CB Jr. 5:10 192 Bay St. louis, MS 77 Nathan Perry OG Jr 63 252 Cecilia Spur END 
32 Kendall Cleveland TB So. 61 221 Orange, TK 26 Brod Poole FL, 59 168 Lofayetle | 84 Chris Beard Sophomore 
| 19 Chris Cummings SE So. 5:9 184 Dothan, AL 5 ThomosRathmann QB So. 62 187 Boca Raton, FL Kevin Franklin — 
27 Cedric Donaldson CBr, 511175 Jackson, MS 1 Wade Richey PK, 63.198 Corencro Na TED = 
47 David LaFleur* Senior 
86 Jason Engels TE Fr. 63 244 Baton Rouge 82 Pat Rogers 1B Sr. 5-11 230 Shreveport 81 Jamal Pack Fradhaon | 
| 66 Alan Faneca OG So. 65 310 Rosenberg, TX 11 Nicky Savoie FR Sr, «66 =239 =CutO# VRiunaak lear Tick 
3 Kevin Faulk TR So. 5:10 192 Corencro 36 Anthony Skinner FB ode. = 62-247 Paterson Sean Wells* Senior 
22 Larry Foster FL Fr. 60 186 Harvey 19 Brandon Smith P So. 6-1 ~— 180 Baton Rouge Trey Champagne Senior 
| 2. Kevin Franklin SE S. 58 165 Baton Rouge 35. Chorles Smith 1B Fr. «62 220 New Orleans Numer Lert Guaro 
| 38 Monte Gatlin 1B Fr. «61-233 Magnolia, MS 42 Markeith Spears 1B So. 5-11 229 Zachary Ryan Thomassie Sophomore 
21 Corey Gibbs P Fr. 60 190 Baton Rouge 43 Allen Stonsberry 1B Sr. 6-1 :225 Baton Rouge Naeshall Menard Freshman 
28 Chris Green SS Jr. 6:0 191 Hahnwille 54 Lee Stromberg OT So. 63 270 Monroe Numer __ CENTER 
59 Eric Grifin OG So, 64 290 Galliano 90 Mike Suton DE Jr. 64 263 New Orleans 72 Todd McClure Sophomore 
87 FurnellHonkion FB dr. 6-5. 259 New Orleans 12. Casey Tober GB J. 61 206 Schulenburg, TX | 50 Marcus Carmouche —_ 
60 Ryan Heber OT fr. 63 271 Baton Rouge 29° Jimny Toylor CB Jr. 511 187. Shreveport — a ane = me 
jan Faneca N01 
| 25 Greg Hill SS So. 511 187 Mansfield 65. Ryan Thomassie OG So. 61 282 Galliono 7% Adam Perry sr 
17 Melvin Hill QB os. 60 217 Mansfield 91 Damien Tullier DT fr. 61 283 New Orleans Nuarn Ricur TACKLE Yea 
33. Raion Hill $5 So, 61 191 New Orleans 15. Troy Twillie CB od, §=661—-181 Slidell 68 Ben Bordelon* Senior | 
26 Cosey Howard FS Sr. 63 203 Stonewall 14. Herb Tyler QB So. 60 194 New Orleans 60 Ryan Hebert Freshman 
80 Chad Kessler PJ, 1-197 Longwood, FL 10 Brion Vye QB So. 62 201 San Jose, CA *Retumning Storter a : 
47 Dovid Lafleur TES. 67 278 Westlake 43 Korey Wales FB So. 5-8 +213 Kentwood 
73 Myron Lombert OT Sr. 64 311 Lutcher 24 Denard Walker CB OSr. «61 187 Garland, TX ; 
18 Clarence Lenton FS Sr, 5-11 188 =~ Memphis, TN 74 Sean Wells OT Sr. 64 291 Jenks, OK — DEFENSE — 
72. Todd McClure C So. 62 271 Baton Rouge 48 Joe Wesley 1B So. 6:2 222 Brookhaven, MS 
62 Blaine McCorkle SNP So. 6-1 225 Pensacola, FL 9 Clifton White FS Fr. 60 187 Hohnville Noise Lert END YEAR 
94 Anthony McForland DT So. 61 29%) Winnsboro 55 Chuck Wiley DT Jr. 64 274 Baton Rouge | 9g Asnald Millar Sophomore 
92 Roshoun Matthews DE fr, 6-4 231 Baton Rouge 23 Jeremy Witten Pfr. 5:9 170 Louisville, KY 92 Roshaun Matthews Freshman 
7 Rondell Mealey TR SOFr, «=©6-0 = 203 ——Destrehan Roster and depth chart subject to change. Numer Lert TACKLE YEAR 
: 55 Chuck Wiley* Junior 
91 Damien Tullier Freshman 
Numser RIGHT TACKLE YEAR 
S PRING U PDATE 94 Anny Merri Sogheinend 
49 Trupania Bonner Sophomore 
Numser RiGHT END YEAR 
, , Pi "| ; 57 K Mi Juni 
ith little depth on the defensive line, @ After infrequent appearances at quarter- ~~ ~ 
, | 90 Mike Sutton Junior 
coach Gerry DiNardo made two moves back, Casey Taber was moved to flanker. Taber | 
= oa 7 4 | Numser STRONG LINEBACKER YEAR 
to bolster the front seven in Louisiana is the holder on field goals and extra points. He | a : 
; ‘ k handled th latleralesalyt aa | 43 Allen Stansberry Senior 
State's spring workouts. andled that role flawlessly last season, Despite 35 Charles Smith Frastimon 
Junior Kris Perret went from tight end to his infrequent playing time, Taber is a two-time Runt’; AAbSGar Lneaickee YAR 
defensive tackle, and sophomore Aaron Adams member of the Southeastern Conference Acade- 
; i ; ; ; . 42 Markeith Spears Sophomore 
| switched from linebacker to defensive end. mic Honor Roll with a 3.7 GPA in zoology. . ; 
5 A * 56 Mike Calais Senior 
Perret was the snapper on field goals and @ Senior Kevin Franklin, who has undergone 
; se ; , NumBer WEAK LINEBACKER YEAR 
extra points last season. He also played on spe- numerous position changes during his career, was ao PET Rear? SeRI 
cial teams in all 11 regular-season games. In moved again. This time he went from cornerback mn ed Pa aa 
addition, he made the SEC Academic Honor Roll to flanker. Franklin was highly touted at Catholic ond wi 
; - , ‘ . ‘ | NumBer Lert CORNERBACK 
with a 3.54 grade point average in broadcast High School in Baton Rouge, along with team- ; 
7 ; ( / 24 Denard Walker* Senior 
journalism. mate Warrick Dunn, but their careers have taken mn ae ee 
@ Injury report: Redshirt freshman flanker different paths since Dunn went to Florida State. ~ : vi : utler a 
Larry Foster played well early but lacerated his @ Rudy Ruettiger, the subject of the movie fhe MESES 2: 
F ; : a ; : : ' 15 Troy Twillie Junior | 
kidney and missed most of spring practice ... Red- Rudy, spent time at practice as DiNardo’s guest. } | F Colne rip 
shirt freshman tailback Rondell Mealey also per- DiNardo and Ruettiger were teammates at | | . ; HE sae a yaar 
formed well, but two concussions relegated him to Notre Dame — Sota a 
| non-contact drills ... Sophomore strong safety @ Sideline seats for the spring game sold for = ae = ee 
Raion Hill broke his leg, putting an early end to $5 each, with all ticket sales earmarked for the ! scald - lide 
his workouts ... A knee injury cut short sophomore LSU Libraries. | pees a SAE 
center Rusty Barrilleaux's practice. — Dave Moormann 18 deel a ee 
26 Casey Howard Senior 
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SOPHOMORE KENDALL CLEVELAND RUSHED 137 TIMES FOR 562 YARDS AND 
A TEAM-HIGH 10 TOUCHDOWNS. 
PHOTO BY ROBERT F. MOLDANER/SPURLOCK PHOTOGRAPHY 


of nagging injuries. Shortly thereafter, 
Calais asked DiNardo if he could return. 
DiNardo made Calais stick to his original 
decision, despite the fact that Calais had 
started 21 of 22 games and made 145 
career tackles. Calais’ absence allowed 
sophomore Markeith Spears to gain valu- 
able experience with 18 tackles playing 
behind the departed Robert Deshotel. 

However well LSU may have done 
last season, DiNardo doesn’t want his 
players living in the past. 

“We've got more work in front of us 
than we've got behind us,” he said. “If we 
start thinking we're automatically good, 
we've got problems.” 

LSU returns eight starters on offense, 
led by sophomores Tyler and Faulk. Tyler 
was 4-0 as a starter while replacing injured 
Jamie Howard, who has completed his eli- 
gibility. The unflappable Tyler completed 
45 of 69 passes for 589 yards and five 
touchdowns with two interceptions. The 
more-heralded Faulk rushed 174 times for 
852 yards and six touchdowns during the 
regular season. 


Faulk was the most valuable offensive 
player in the Independence Bowl, rushing 
25 times for 234 yards and two touch- 
downs, including a 51-yard burst. Tyler 
threw a 27-yard touchdown pass while 
completing 10 of 20 passes for 164 yards 
with one interception. 

“I feel a lot more comfortable. I know 
a lot more of the offense; it comes to me 
like that now,” said the 6-0, 194-pound 
Tyler, snapping his fingers. “I want to 
become more of a student of the game 
and be better prepared.” 


FAULK TO Miss OPENER 

Because of an off-season altercation, 
Faulk has been suspended for the season 
opener at home against Houston on 
Sept. 7. 

But the Tigers shouldn't be short- 
handed. Sophomore Kendall Cleveland 
rushed 137 times for 562 yards and a 
team-high 10 touchdowns in 1995. Red- 
shirt freshman Rondell Mealey and true 
freshman Cecil Collins own impressive 
prep credentials. 


“Everyone's expectations are a lot 
more,” said the 6-1, 221-pound Cleve- 
land, whose bruising style is in contrast to 
that of the smaller, quicker Faulk. “And 
everyone expects more of themselves.” 

Because it couldn't find a fullback last 
season, LSU played primarily a one-back 
set, and DiNardo doesn’t want to do that 
again. “I’m not afraid to throw a guy 
we've signed into the lineup,” DiNardo 
said. The Tigers have high hopes for true 
freshman Robert Tyler of Cleveland, Miss. 

DiNardo must also find a way to 
make up for the departure of flanker 
Sheddrick Wilson, who completed his eli- 
gibility, and split end Eddie Kennison, 
who elected to jump to the NFL after his 
junior year. Not only were they the top 
two receivers, but Kennison led the SEC 
in punt-return average (13.3 yards per 
return) and placed eighth in kickoff 
returns (21.8 yards per return). 

The candidates include sophomores 
Chris Beard and Chris Cummings, who 
combined for five catches last season, and 
freshman Larry Foster, who redshirted. 
Among the signees are Nemesis Bates of 
New Orleans and Yahmani Adams, a sec- 
ond-team All-American from Jones 
County Junior College in Mississippi. 

Senior tight end David LaFleur could 
figure more into the passing game after 
missing three games with a knee injury 
last season. LaFleur's production fell dra- 
matically to 12 catches for 120 yards 
after an All-SEC season in 1994. At 6-7, 
278 pounds, he also lends ample support 
to an experienced offensive line. 

“] think we're going to have a hell of 
an offensive line which is going to allow 
us to run the ball,” LaFleur said. LSU lost 
only left guard Mark King from a line that 
returns senior Marcus Carmouche and 
sophomore Todd McClure, who split time 
at center, seniors Sean Wells and Ben 
Bordelon at left and right tackle, and 
sophomores Ryan Thomassie and Alan 
Faneca at left and right guards. 

LSU returns All-SEC punter Chad 
Kessler, a junior who averaged an SEC- 
best 44.1 yards per kick and ranked fifth 
nationally. The strong-legged Wade 
Richey will become the full-time place- 
kicker after two years of kicking off. 
Richey, a junior, kicked a 48-yard field 
goal in the Independence Bowl. 

“Last year we learned how to win,” 
Kessler said. “We've had so many losing 
seasons, now we know what it is to win 
a game in the last minute and to pull 
one out.” 

— Dave Moorman 
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ARKANSAS 


> 


RAZORBACKS 


Better May Not Be Enough to Defend West Title 


rkansas’ status as a stepchild 

among its adopted brethren in 

the SEC hardly seemed to change 
with the Razorbacks’ first Western Divi- 
sion title. 

The Hogs weren’t automatically ele- 
vated to “perennial power” status. They 
weren't suddenly viewed as a long-term 
threat to the annual title hopes of the 
other schools. They weren't even regarded 
as the best team in the SEC West — just 
as the team with the best record. 

There were too many other factors to 
give the Hogs too much credit for their 8- 
5 season. This was a program that hadn't 
had a winning season in the 1990s and a 
team that lost its season-opener to SMU. 
This was a season in which Alabama was 
down and facing probation. And Arkan- 
sas was a team that lost its final three 
games and won three others by a total of 
eight points. 

Get the picture? 

So what do the Arkansas Razorbacks 
do for an encore? Can they prove that 
the fluke in their 8-5 record was the five 
losses, not the eight victories? Are they 
good enough to stay at the top? Can 
they be a year-to-year contender? Or 
were they merely, as many believe, just a 
fly-by-night pretender? 

“After three years of recruiting, you 
haven't arrived,” said Danny Ford, who is 
in his fourth season as the Hogs’ head 
coach. “It certainly takes better than that. 
I don’t think we’re solid with enough 
recruiting years behind us to say we're not 
going to fluctuate up and down. We're not 
to the point where we're going to win 
every time we go out there, and, of 
course, that’s the goal.” 

Then again, Ford is quick to add, “We 
expect to do better than last year.” 

The reality of the situation, of course, 
is that the Razorbacks could be better 
than last year and still not fare as well. 

MARK SMITH WAS ALL-SEC AS A JUNIOR 

AND LED THE HOGS IN TACKLES EACH 


OF THE PAST TWO SEASONS. 
PHOTO BY COURTLAND W. RICHARDS 


The competition should be tougher and 
Arkansas has some key holes to fill, espe- 
cially at quarterback. 

But after five consecutive non-winning 
seasons to start the 1990s, the Razor- 
backs much prefer where they are now to 
where they've been. 

“We have a better opportunity to 
build for a better season than the past 
several years because we're coming off a 
very positive year,” Ford said. “We had a 
little success. Our young people got a 
taste of it, and I certainly hope they like 
that a lot better than the previous several 
years we experienced.” 

To win again, though, the Razorbacks 
must replace 10 starters, including a first- 
team All-SEC defensive end and a four- 
year starter at quarterback. 

“The people that you have coming 
back have to be that much stronger and 
that much better than they were last 
year,” Ford said. “They can’t be the same 
people they were last year. They've got to 
be better football players and better lead- 
ers and stronger and faster and all that. 
And they should be, because they're a 
year older.” 


1995: 8-5 overall, 6-2 SEC (1st West) 


The Razorbacks lost only four starters 
on offense, and the prospects look good 
at three of those positions. The excep- 
tion: Quarterback. 


New QB, REPAIRED RBs 


Barry Lunney, Arkansas’ all-time 
leader in passing yardage, became a 
starter midway through his first season 
with the Razorbacks and continually 
fought off challengers. But his job secu- 
rity caused three other prospects to trans- 
fer. Mike Cherry is now a senior at 
Murray State, where a good season 
should earn him a shot in the NFL. 
Robert Reed plans to play his final two 
years at Ole Miss. And Kevin Williams 
spent one semester at Arkansas before 
leaving for Arkansas-Pine Bluff. 

That leaves the Hogs with a pair of 
incoming freshmen — Clint Stoerner and 
Chadd Jones — and sophomore Pete 
Burks, a seldom-used backup to Lunney 
in “95. 

“I was happy with the position I was 
in (last year), and I realize I have to step 
up my level of play now that I have a 
chance to be the starter,” Burks said. “I’m 


COACH: Danny Ford — Arkansas: 17-17-1, 3 years Overall: 113-47-4, 14 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 13; 7 Offense, 4 Defense, Punter, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: DT Geno Bell, WR Anthony Eubanks, RB Madre Hill, WR 
Anthony Lucas, RB Oscar Malone, LB Mark Smith 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Assuming their knees are fixed, the Razorbacks have some 
real quality and depth at tailback, and their wide receivers will give any quarter- 
back plenty of options. Also, their kicking game offers Arkansas an edge that other 


teams envy. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: With such a senior-dominated team last year, this looks like 
the least experienced team in the league. The Hogs need to find a quarterback 
(sophomore Pete Burks?) to run the offense without being too chancy. 

OVERVIEW: This team came through marvelously in its key games last year, but most 
of its key veterans are gone. Ford isn’t starting over from scratch, but the program 
cannot be expected to attain comparable success this year with only 13 returning 
starters. One thing the Hogs can draw from last season is an ability to win close 
games, which is something they made a science of in 1995. 
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RAZORBACKS RECRUITING 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / Couece 


Carleton BEXLEY 1B 6-1, 240 Carrollton, GA Carrollton 
SuperPrep rated No. 92 player in Southeast Region # Dallas Morning News Top 100 nationally # All-State # As a 
senior, had 85 tackles, six interceptions and 13 sacks # Four-year starter @ Member of track team. | 


Eric BRANCH RB 61,218 Dallas, TX 
SuperPrep All: American; rated No. 23 in Texas @ Dallos Morning News Top 100 @ rs State @ All-Area @ As a 
senior, rushed for 1,130 yards and 12 touchdowns # Member of basketball team. 


Quentin CAVER DE 6-4, 220 Anniston, AL Anniston 
SuperPrep rated No. 78 in Dixie Region # Second:team All-State @ Two-time All-County @ As a senior, had 110 | 
tackles with 16 quarterback sacks @ Three-year starter @ Two-year starter in basketball. 


Marcus CLAVELLE OL 6-8, 360 New Iberic, LA New Iberia 
BlueChip Hlustrated All-American # USA Today honorable mention All-American @ All-State @ All-District # Alt | 
‘Area @ Three-year starter @ Two-time state champion in shot put. 


Chrys CHUKWUMA RB 6-2, 220 Monigomery, AL Lonier 
| All-Stote @ All-Metro @ As a senior, had 1,200 yards rushing and 16 touchdowns Three-year starter. 
Jeromy FLOWERS DB 6-1, 190 Ali 


ington, TX 
Tworlime All-District @ District Defensive Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 29 anak for 505 yards and | 
eight touchdowns @ Had six interceptions in each of last hwo prep seasons @ Three-year starter. 


Tyler GARMAN OL 6-6, 285 Rog Rogers 
Memphis Democrat-Gazette Super Team All-State # > Roled among top two offensive linemen in Arkansas 
Member of track team. 


Randy GARNER DE 6-5, 230 Ailania, TX Atlonta 

Dallas Moming News Top 100 in Texas # Two-time All-State Two-time Area Defensive MVP @ As a senior, had 
130 tackles, 19 quarterback socks, eight passes broken up and four blocked kicks @ Three-year storter at outside | 
linebacker @ Also started at tight end 


Jeremiah HARPER DB 5-11, 165 Mayflower Mayflower | 
All-State @ Two-time All-Conference @ As a senior, rushed for 1,300 yards and seven touchdowns # Had seven | 
interceptions @ Three-year starter on offense and defense @ As a junior, finished eighth in state decathlon. 


Jamel HARRIS LB 5-11, 220 Newton, AL Wicksburg 
All-State # Four-time All-Conference @ As a senior fullback, had 1,600 yards rushing and 126 tackles @ Hod 
5,107 career rushing yards @ Three-year starter in basketball # Started since seventh grade in football. 


Ricky JOHNSON DL 65,310 Wylie, TX Wylie 
Dallas Morning News Top 100 in Dallas area @ All-State Twortime All-District # Three-yeor starter. 


Chadd JONES GB 6-2, 196 Nevada, MO Nevada 
| All-Conference @ All-Area @ As a senior, completed 58 of 86 passes for 1,300 yards and 11 touchdowns @ Hod 
11 rushing touchdowns @ Four-yeor starter @ Averaged 20 points per game as starting point guard in basketball 


JJ. JONES LB 6-2, 230 Magnolia Magnolia 
SuperPrep rated No. | player in Arkansas @ All-State # All-Conference @ As a senior, had 32 solo tackles ond 55 
assists in six gomes @ Missed last five games with a strained knee @ Three-year starter. 


Name / Posmon Size HOMETOWN Hicu Scuoot / Couect 


Kenoy KENNEDY DB 6-2, 188 Terrell, TX Terrell 
SuperPrep rated No. 86 prospect in Texas # Dallas Moming News Top 100 @ All-State All-District @ District 
| MVP @ Asa senior, cought 39 passes for 652 yards and seven touchdowns Two-year starter in basketball 


| Carlos MCDOUGLE DL 6-4, 280 Hinds, MS 
Asa sophomore, rue trel ep junior college linemen nationally # Had af esiccde aati 
season @ Member of prep basketball team. 


Nathon NORMAN FB 6-2, 230 Jackson, Jockson 
SuperPrep rated No. 57 prospect in Midlands @ All-State ry Ke District fullback and linebacker @ As a senior, 
| rushed for over 1,200 yards and 21 touchdowns @ Three-year two-way starter @ Deep snapper. 


Courtney PHILLIPS DB 6-0, 187 Little Rock McClellan 
| SuperPrep rated No. 7 prospect in Arkansas @ All-State All-Conference # Two-year starter. 
Jim Ed REED QB 6-3, 185 Springdale Springdale 


All-State @ All-Conference @ Passed for over 1,000 yards in ground-oriented attack as a senior # Two-year starter 
@ Member of baseball and basketball teams. 


Brett SHOCKLEY OL 6-9, 295 Conway Conway 
All-State @ Selected for Arkansas All-Star Game @ Two-year starter # Member of track team. 


Bryon SMITH DE 6-4, 214 Tatum, TX Tatum 
Dallas Morning News Top 100 # All-State on defense and offense @ State Defensive Player of the Year @ All-Dis- 
trict @ As a senior, had 16 receptions for 313 yards @ Had 34 tackles and two sacks @ Three-year two-way starter. 


Michael SNOWDEN WR 6-4, 195 Newellton, LA Newellton 

BlueChip tilustrated All-American # All-Stote # All-District running back, defensive end and punter # As a senior, 
rushed 131 times for 892 yards and 15 touchdowns and had 43 receptions for 766 yards and five touchdowns @ 
Averaged 44.4 yords per punt @ Three-year storter at tight end, wide receiver, wing back and running back 


Rod STINSON RB 5-10, 190 Pine Bluff Pine Bluff 
| All-Stote @ All-Conference @ As a senior, rushed 187 times for 1,201 yards and 15 touchdowns @ As a junior, 
started in defensive secondary @ Two-year starter # Member of basketball and track teams 


Clint STOERNER GB &1, 190 Baytown, TX lee 

separa nied Ne 98 prospec in Texas @ Dallas Moming News Top 100 @ Second-team Al-Greoter Houston # 
District @ As a senior, completed 148 of 247 passes for 2,416 yords and 28 touchdowns with only six intercep- 

fions @ Had 50 receptions for 670 yards as a junior wide receiver # Member of baseball team. 


Dustin TAYLOR OL 6-3, 275 Durant, OK Durant 
| All-State @ District MVP @ Two-year starter at offense and defense @ Starting center on basketball team. 


| Michael WILUAMS WR 6-0, 190 Bastrop, Bastrop | 
| Two-time All-District @ As a senior, cought 36 posses for 391 a in five games at wide receiver # Caught 39 | 
| passes for 670 yards and 13 touchdowns as a junior # Averaged 27 yards on kickoff returns. 


| Jeremy WILSON DL 6-2, 290 Jones, OK Jone: 
| SuperPrep All-American; rated No. 29 offensive lineman nationally and No. 22 prospect in Midlands @ All-State # 
District MVP @ Had 160 tockles in last wo seasons @ Four-year starter @ Member of track team. 


‘95 R 95 § 96 § 
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PASSING 
sy fe no PS 2 = rail 2 Sept. 7 SMU 
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Burks 6 2 eek al 
5] South Carolina 21 RUSHING Soph 28 un NE lovisiona” 
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JUNIOR MADRE HILL SET A SCHOOL RECORD LAST SEASON WITH 1,387 YARDS RUSHING BEFORE 
A KNEE INJURY SIDELINED HIM, HE IS EXPECTED TO BE BACK AT THE SEASON OPENER. 
PHOTO BY R. D. MOORE 


excited about that. This is not my first 
time to be the only quarterback for a foot- 
ball team.” 

Burks, who played in only six games 
last year and threw only six passes, 
stepped into a similar situation as a sopho- 
more at Terrebonne High in Houma, La. 

“l was competing for the starting job 
with a senior,” Burks said. “We started 
off the season going by series. Whoever 
had the best series after our second game 
was going to be the starter in the next 
game. | had the better game. I was cho- 
sen to be the starter for that next game, 
and the senior starter opted to quit. So | 
was the only quarterback for the rest of 
the season.” 

Burks eventually threw for a school- 
record 4,206 yards during his high school 
career. Now he hopes to have a similar 
impact on the Razorbacks. 

“I'm really kind of pumped up,” he 
said. “I’ve waited to prove I can be the 
number one guy. I didn’t come here to sit 
on the bench, and now it’s my time, I 
believe. The only thing I plan to do is pro- 
duce and show people I can play.” 

But Burks isn’t likely to be the focal 
point of the Arkansas offense. 

“The difference is I think we can put 
better people around Burks or one of the 
other two freshmen coming in than they 
could back when Lunney had to be a 
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freshman quarterback,” Ford said. “They 
will have to take up some of the things 
that our quarterback did before. We put a 
lot on Barry. There’s no way we would 
want to put all of that on a young quarter- 
back like Burks or a freshman, even 
though I think Burks will be a very good 
student of football.” 

Arkansas’ offensive line must replace 
its center and an offensive guard, but 
senior tackles Carlos Showers and Win- 
ston Alderson return, as do tight ends 
Mark Baker and Al Heringer. Russ 
Brown, a starter last year as a freshman, 
returns at left guard and sophomore Bran- 
don Burlsworth, a top backup last season, 
steps in at right guard. 

The Hogs also have seven or eight 
sophomore or redshirt freshmen linemen 
who should make an impact either as 
starters or as backups. 

The Hogs’ strength offensively will be 
at its skill positions (aside from quarter- 
back). Big-play receivers Anthony 
Eubanks and Anthony Lucas both return, 
as does junior Shannon Sidney and red- 
shirt freshmen speedsters Emanuel Smith 
and Hubert Loudermilk. Eubanks led 
Arkansas in receiving yardage last season 
with 596. Lucas averaged a team-high 
19.5 yards per catch. 

“Even though we lost a big playmaker 
in (J.J.) Meadors,” Ford said, “we've got a 


solid group coming back there. And if our 
tailbacks get well, both of them, we'll be 
stronger at tailback.” 

Oscar Malone, who was the Hogs’ 
leading rusher in 1993 and 1994 but 
missed the 1995 season with a severe 
knee injury, returns for his senior season. 
And junior Madre Hill, who set a school 
record last season with 1,387 yards rush- 
ing before a knee injury sidelined him 
against Florida, is expected to be ready in 
time for the Hogs’ opener. 

The Razorbacks also return junior full- 
backs Tyrone Henry and Dexter Hebert 
and believe incoming freshman Nathan 
Norman might help right away. 

“We want to be able to run the foot- 
ball,” Ford said. “Whether we run the 
football with one back or two is not the 
concern. We just want to be able to run 
it. If we do run the I (formation), that 
means we have to have some kind of full- 
back game, which we didn’t have much 
of last year.” 

Arkansas’ defense must rebuild more 
than the offense. Six starters — both 
defensive ends, the nose guard and all 
four defensive backs — must be 
replaced. And for the third consecutive 
year, the Hogs have a new defensive 
coordinator. 


ALDRIDGE TAKES Over ‘D’ 

“I'm going to have to fit into the 
Arkansas system,” said Miles Aldridge, 
who replaces Joe Lee Dunn. “I don’t think 
I can bring all my terminology. I’m going 
to have to learn some new terminology. | 
can learn it easier than 40 other people.” 

Unlike Dunn, the maverick coach who 
worked from the sidelines during games 
with no headsets and little strategic input 
from his staff, Aldridge doesn’t plan to 
build the Arkansas defense around some 
lifelong approach to the game. 

“We will all help each other,” Aldridge 
said. “We will coach together. I will 
depend on them. It won't be a one-man 
show. I respect their abilities as coaches 
and people, and | want to involve them. 
I’m not good enough to do it on my own.” 

Aldridge, who spent the past two sea- 
sons at Clemson, will keep the 5-2 base 
defense used by Dunn. 

“That's kind of a dinosaur now in col- 
lege football and in pro football,” Aldridge 
said. “Everybody's in the 4-3. But we'll 
base out of the 5-2 to stop the run and do 
some blitz packages out of that. Then we 
will substitute in situations. 

“Nowadays you see so many offenses. 
You see I-formation on first down, three 
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RAZORBACKS SPRING ROSTER OFFENSE 


Pos, Class Fj 3 Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. Numer QUARTERBACK YEAR 
| 92 Chod Abernathy DT So. 65 259 Mountain View 89. Al Heringer TE So. 64 249 Jonesboro | 8 Pete Burks Sophomore _ | 
9. Chris Akins FS So. 60 182 Lille Rock 55. Anthony Hicks 1B St. 62 225 Arkodelphio Chadd Jones Freshman 
76 Winston Alderson OT S. 6-4 288 El Dorado 34 Mode Hil Tk. 61 193 Mohem | a sree. : a 
87 Ken Anderson DT Jr. 6-4 274 Shreveport, LA 65 Bryan Hudson OT Jr. 65 270 Alexander | 3 ars — Senior 
83 Mark Baker TE J. 63 241 Osceolo 1 Justin Huerta QB Fr. 62 185 Chicogo, It | Niece TaMGaCK YEAR 
| 91 Geno Bell NG Sr, 62 276 Columbia, Sc 26 Nick Jockson Ss So. 60 197 Columbus, GA 34 Madre Hill’ fintor 
42 Vincent Bradford 1B Sr. «62 «217 Malvern Chadd Jones QB Fr. 62 196 Nevodo,MO | | 30 Dac alone Sartor 
4l Melvin Bradley NT So. 62 258 Borton 46 Delancey Kent (BOF. «6-2 »=199 Monroe, LA | Numaer FLANKER YEAR 
53 Anthony Brightman OG So, 6-3 291 Memphis, IN 86 Chod Lairamore TE oJ. §=6:4 237 Ozork | | 2 Anthony Eubanks* Junior 
51 Sam Brooks Boke. «5-11 236 Odesso, TX 63 London Lombert C Fr. 64 283 Dumas | 19 Shannon Sidney Junior 
93. Justin Brown IB. So, bd 236 Newport 10 Toddlotourtie -K So. 63 205  Pensocolo, FL 
60. Russ Brown OG So. 60 273 Bristow, OK 39 Hubert Loudermik WR Fr. 5-1] 171 Stutgot 80 Anthony Lucas* Sophomore 
8 Pete Burks GB $0. 62 190 Houmo, LA 80 Anhonyluecs SE So, 63 187  Tollloh, LA 29 Emanuel Smith Freshmon 
1777 Beondon Burlworh OG So. 63 275 Harrison 74 Creston Mackey NG So, 60 281 Duncomile, IX anaes — = 
| 88 Jeff Bushman WR So. &1 182 Peorcy 64 Benji Mahan C So. 511 236 Mountain Home - Fao Seer 
4 MarcusCampbell CB Jr. 60 176 North Little Rock 30 Oscor Malone TB Sr. 58 193 Gadsden, AL 
52. Bill Carson C os. «5-9 213 Batesville 43 CJ. Mclain 1B So. 6-4 225 Madison, MS 78 Carlos Showers® Senior | 
| 56 Marvin Caston (Bo OFr. «= 61-224» Winnsboro, LA 71 Eddie Mosley OG Sr. 6-4 264 Memphis, TN | 69 Bobby Williams Freshman | 
Chris Chalmers CB Ofr. «5-9 173 Rogers 28 Dahrron Moss CB OFr. «5-9 170 Lexa | Numaer Lerr GuarD YEAR 
97 Nathon Cole 1B So. 65 218 Albertville, AL Saint Nelson S$ Sr. 5:7 186 Arlington, TX 60 Russ Brown* Sophomore | 
| 75 Phil Cook OG J. 62 271 Glendole, CA 40 Norman Nero IB So. 61 221 Atmore, AL 71 Eddie Mosley Senior 
99 DJ. Cooper DT fr. 6-4 251 Mesquite, TX 14 Cory Nichols TB So. 61 198 Lite Rock NuMBER CENTER 
23 Jesse Comelius FB Sr. 5-10 215 Dallas, TK 37. Loc Painter CB So. 59 191 Jonesboro Gront Garrett Sophomore 
85 JoeDean Davenport TE fr. 65 236 Springdale 61 _ Jim Plunk Ot fr. 65 275 Gropevine, IX Anthony Brightman Sophomore 
17. Tony Dodson K Fr. 5-10 160 Wogoner, OK 70 Scott Rivers OT Sr. 65 262 Benton a _— ae . = 
2 Anthony Eubonks FL ok. G2 194 Spiro, OK 95 DovdSondes DT G4 270° Jockson, MS Ee a see | 
27 Barshe Fields WR So. 5:9 159 Little Rock 73 Shennon Shelby OG Sr. 65 270 Houston, TX 
24 Clorence Fitzgerald CB Fr. 6-1 177 Dallas, 1X 78 Carlos Showers OT Sr. 65 278 Morrilton 7 NWinsion Aldarson® Saniop ] 
Donnell Fletcher FB So. 5-10 200 Kansas City, MO 19 Shannon Sidney FL oJ. = 61171 Russellville 70 Scott Rivers Senior 
54 Grant Garrett C So, 63 262 Lake Hamilton 29 Emanuel Smith SE Fr. 6:2 201 Clinton, MS “Returning Starter : —— 
96 Ryon Hale DL So. 65 278 Rogers 44 Mork Smith Bo Sr. «6-3 229 ~WebbCity,MO | 
16 DeAnthony Hall SS So. 5-10 187 Tuscaloosa, AL 98 Kevin Thomas NG Jr. 6-2 288 Hammond, LA | 
82 Derrick Horrell TE $0. 62 261 Dumas 81 Dan Thompson FL Jr. 5-10 163 Westloke Vig, CA — DEFENSE — 
| 33 Alex Harris FB oJ. «5-11 224 Hot Springs 11 Matt Wait Ps Jr. 5-10 221 Hot Springs | 
| 15. Phil Hayes SS Jr. 5-11 186 Fort Woyne, IN 68 Jeremich Washburn OT Fr. 6:6 266 Fayetteville Nowe Lert END YEAR 
35 Dexter Hebert FB sJr. = 5-7 205 Beaumont, TX 69 Bobby Willioms OT Fr. 64 315 Jefferson, TX | 96 Ryan Hale Sophomore 
67 Michael Henry OL So. 62 310 Houston, TX 31 Kenny Wright FS) Fr. ~=6-2 200 Ruston, LA 95 David Sanders® Tontse 
36 Tyrone Henry FBsJr. «= 5-11 230 Wilson Roster and depth chart subject to change. Numer Nose TACKLE Year 
-— = = => = —— ——— =$ | 91 Geno Bell* Senior 
| 4] Melvin Bradley Sophomore 
SPRING UPDATE | 87 Ken Anderson Junior 
99 D.J. Cooper Freshman 
| 97 Nathan Cole Sophomore | 
espite losing J.J. Meadors, their leading “It's a cross between the two,” said senior 93 Gasntrcen SopHONTOnaT sI| 
Deere last year as a senior, the Hogs Geno Bell, who moved from tackle to nose guard Nines eiee ASACAER YEAR 
emerged from spring drills with a legitimate in the spring. “It’s a big difference going from a 2 Vincent Bradford* Sentay 
double threat in wide receivers Anthony Eubanks slanting team to hitting the person and reading.” 55 Anthony Hicks Senior 
and Ae Lucas. @ Sophomore Derek Harrell was moved to 
Eubanks, a junior, has been a consistent defensive tackle midway through spring drills. He = 
sure-handed force the last two years for the Hogs, now has worked at linebacker, fullback, tight end, ae Mark Soem pened 
| catching 43 passes for 596 yards and four touch- offensive guard and defensive tackle for the Hogs. st Sera Broo al 
downs last season. Lucas, who showed signs of “We know he can come back and play some tight OUR Se SOIT LREBICEER ee 
big-play potential with 27 catches for 526 yards end,” said Arkansas coach Danny Ford. “I think 43 CJ. Mclain Sophomore 
as a freshman, proved to be every bit as depend- he’s got some athletic ability to play. We just 40 Norman Nero Sophomore 
able with a solid spring. need to get him in the right place.” NuMBER ___ Lert CORNERBACK Year 
“It's a good situation to have two guys you @ All-SEC linebacker Mark Smith, Arkansas’ 4 Marcus Campbell Junior 
know are capable of coming down with the foot- leading tackler the last two seasons, watched 28 Dahrron Moss Freshman 
ball when it’s thrown,” said Arkansas receivers most me spring practice from the sidelines to keep NUMBER RiGHT CORNERBACK YEAR 
coach Fitz Hill. from aggravating a minor knee injury. 37 Zac Painter Sophomore 
@ Arkansas played a 4-3 read defense from @ Junior fullback Tyrone Henry didn’t have a 24 Clarence Fitzgerald Freshman 
1991-94 under Joe Kines, then an attacking 50 carry in Arkansas’ first major scrimmage, but 
defense in 1995 under Joe Lee Dunn. This year rushed 11 times for 102 yards the next week. UA 15 Phil Hayes Junior 
the Hogs hope to have the best of both worlds coaches want Henry to drop from his spring 16 DeAnthony Hall Sophomore | 
under Miles Alderidge, whose 3-4 defense aligns weight of 247 pounds to 230 pounds by the fall. a Free SAFETY YEAR 
itself like Dunn's, but plays like Kines’. — Stephen Caldwell | 9 Chris Akins Sophomore 
| | 31 Kenny Wright Freshman | 
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wideouts on second down, four wideouts 
on third down. You have to be a whole lot 
more adaptable than ever before.” 

The Arkansas defense will be 
anchored by seniors Geno Bell, Mark 
Smith and Vincent Bradford. Bell, a two- 
year starter at tackle and one of the top 
interior linemen in the SEC last season, 
moves to nose guard. Smith and Bradford 
return as inside linebackers. Smith was 
All-SEC as a junior and led the Hogs in 
tackles each of the past two seasons. 

Juniors Ken Anderson and David 
Sanders, who each started at times last 
season at tackle, and sophomore Ryan 
Hale should give the Hogs a solid three- 
man rotation at the two tackle positions. 

“We've got several talented players 
coming back on the line,” Ford said. “Our 
linebackers and defensive line should be 
our strength.” 

Arkansas’ questions begin with its 
perimeter defense. All-SEC end Steven 
Conley and Marcus Adair terrorized quar- 
terbacks with their outside rush the past 
three years. Now the Hogs turn to Nathan 
Cole, Norman Nero, Justin Brown and 
C.J. McLain — four sophomores with lots 
of talent but very little experience. 

And all four starters last season in the 
secondary were seniors. 

“] think Coach (Louis) Campbell has a 
tough job in front of him,” Ford said. 
“He’s got to get somebody ready to play, 
and it has to be four of them. It’s not like 
a lot of teams where you have to get two 
guys ready and you already have two. We 
have to get four ready.” 

Senior Phil Hayes and junior Marcus 
Campbell have the most experience. 
Hayes, a safety, was bothered last season 
by an ankle injury, but has been the Hogs’ 
fifth defensive back in passing situations 
most of the past two years. Campbell, a 
cornerback, filled that role late last season 
when Hayes was out and started in the 
SEC Championship Game against Florida. 

The competition for starting jobs 
comes from sophomores DeAnthony Hall 
(safety), Nick Jackson (safety), Chris Akins 
(safety) and Zac Painter (cornerback), as 
well as freshmen Clarence Fitzgerald (cor- 
nerback), Kenny Wright (safety) and 
Dahrron Moss (cornerback). 

“] think we're going to run a little bet- 
ter in the secondary than we have,” Ford 
said. “They're young and they're new. We 
played with a little less aggressiveness 
back there than we should have (last year), 
and that goes back to several years ago 
when they had to play early. These guys 
don’t have that fear, yet. Hopefully they'll 


SENIOR VINCENT BRADFORD HAS ALL-SEC POTENTIAL AT LINEBACKER. THE FIFTH-YEAR 
RAZORBACK SPENT TWO YEARS IN THE DETROIT TIGERS ORGANIZATION PLAYING 
BASEBALL BETWEEN HIGH SCHOOL AND ENROLLING AT ARKANSAS. 


PHOTO BY R. D. MOORE 


start off good and have some confidence 
and tighten up our coverage a little bit.” 

If the Hogs can stay close with their 
offense and defense, they might be able 
to win with the kicking game. Junior 
punter Matt Wait and sophomore kicker 
Todd Latourette both return. Wait aver- 
aged 38.6 yards per punt last season, 
while Latourette hit 14 of 21 field-goal 
attempts, the most by a Hog since 1992. 

But the Razorbacks have two intangi- 
bles working against them in 1996: a lack 
of seniors and the schedule. 

In addition to the Western Division 
games, the Hogs play at Tennessee and at 
South Carolina in the East. And while 
Vanderbilt rotates off the schedule, Florida 
comes on. 

“We swap Florida for Vanderbilt, but 
that’s just part of it,” Ford said. “That's 
the way the schedule works. The positive 
about the schedule is we’ve got seven 
home games. The negative is we've got 
Alabama and Florida very early in the 
conference. I don’t think we'll play any- 
body any better. Maybe Tennessee. We'll 
get the top three or four teams in the two 
divisions this year.” 


And the Hogs will face that schedule 
with only 11 seniors. 

“That’s not a good base of a senior 
group,” Ford said. “But the 11 we have 
are good, solid people.” 

Only five of those seniors, six at the 
most, project as starters for 1996. Most 
of Arkansas’ depth chart will be made up 
of juniors, sophomores and redshirt 
freshmen. 

“There are a lot of young people out 
there,” Ford said. “Naturally we miss all 
the seniors who have finished their play- 
ing careers. Somebody else has got to 
step up. They’re good-looking prospects 
here. They just haven’t played much.” 

But they have shown Ford something 
he didn’t see in the Hogs when he first 
arrived at Arkansas as a consultant in 
1992, something he believes will keep the 
Razorbacks from getting pushed around 
by their stepbrothers around the league. 

“I don’t think we have to question 
the sincerity of our football team as far 
as wanting to win football games,” he 
said. “I think we have the right kind of 
people here.” 

— Stephen Caldwell 


1996 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


GAMECOCKS 


Looking for an 


‘A-1’ Season From New QB 


he video room down the hall from 

Brad Scott's office was dark that 

afternoon, but through the door- 
way, the South Carolina football coach 
could make out a tape being run on the 
big-screen TV. Just visible in the light cast 
by the televised images, Scott spied his 
sophomore backup quarterback, Anthony 
Wright, intently watching. 

Now, Scott is hardly one to discour- 
age players from a little off-season film 
study. But as he looked closer, he realized 
what Wright was viewing was not tape 
from South Carolina games. 

Instead, he was looking at old Florida 
State tapes, from Scott’s days as the Semi- 
noles’ offensive coordinator. Specifically, 
Wright was watching FSU’s Heisman Tro- 
phy-winning quarterback, Charlie Ward. 

The Gamecocks’ coach smiles, recall- 
ing that moment from last year. “I caught 
him at it,” Scott says. “I always thought 
Charlie was an escape artist, and Anthony 
was studying his pocket mannerisms.” 

Confronted with Scott’s assessment, 
Wright smiles and shrugs. “I just wanted 
to watch what he did,” he says. “To be 
the best, you have to learn from the best.” 

That story is no surprise to South Car- 
olina fans, who have been hearing Wright 
compared to FSU’s Ward, and doing so 
themselves, since before he signed with 
the Gamecocks two years ago. 

It’s a natural enough presumption. 
Scott recruited and developed Ward, who 
led the Seminoles to the 1993 national 
championship; USC now runs the same 
offensive system; and Wright, like Ward, 
is athletic and mobile, adept at turning 
broken plays into big plays. On paper, he 
fits the Gamecocks’ wide-open attack as 
well as Ward fit FSU’s. 

But it’s more than that. Much more. 
Enough to make you wonder about the 
possibility of football reincarnation. 


DUCE STALEY IS BACK AT TAILBACK 
AFTER LEADING THE TEAM WITH 736 
YARDS RUSHING AND AVERAGING 
130 ALL-PURPOSE YARDS. 
PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 


1996 


When Scott was hired by USC after 
the 1993 regular season, but before 
Florida State’s Orange Bow! win over 
Nebraska, he put in a phone call to 
Wright, the player of the year in North 
Carolina and already a USC recruiting pri- 
ority. “We’re talking,” Scott says, “and 
Anthony tells me, ‘Tell Charlie Ward hello 
for me. I’ve talked to him. He’s my man.’ 

“Turns out Anthony’s uncle was mar- 
rying Charlie’s sister, and he was coming 
to the Orange Bowl. | think South Car- 
olina would’ve gotten him anyway, but it 
didn’t hurt that Charlie was close to him.” 

At an Orange Bowl practice, Scott 
asked Ward about Wright. “He said, 
‘Anthony’s my man. He can do it.’ Anda 
week later, Anthony committed to USC.” 

So did the Gamecocks get the second 
coming of Ward? This year, they'll find out. 

Wright spent 1994 as a redshirt and 
last season as a backup to Steve Taney- 
hill, USC's four-year starter who was 
known nationally for being talented, flam- 
boyant and outspoken. While Taneyhill 
was breaking school records and causing 
Scott occasional heartburn, Wright was 
serving a two-year apprenticeship. 


Last season, a 4-6-1 disappointment 
after 1994’s Carquest Bowl year, Wright 
played in nine games during Taneyhill’s 
senior campaign. He completed 17 of 27 
passes for 207 yards with two touch- 
downs and one interception — about 
what Taneyhill managed in, say, a half. 

Even so, Scott thinks Wright has a 
chance to be even better — or at least 
more productive in Scott’s system, which 
plays more to Wright's strengths than it 
did to Taneyhill’s. 

“His knowledge of the offense is bet- 
ter at this stage than Steve's,” Scott says. 
“He believes in what he’s doing, he cut 
his teeth on this system. 

“Steve had played several systems, so 
we had to do some convincing with him. 
This is the only one Anthony knows.” 

Says Wright, “He (Taneyhill) played 
four straight years. People are used to 
seeing him. This first year, I expect to 
hear, ‘Steve did this, Steve did that.’ | 
hope after this year, I won't hear that.” 

Differences? “I'm more mobile, he'd 
set up in the pocket.” 

Who’s better? “No comment,” 
Wright says. 


SOUTH CAROLINA AT A GLANCE 


1995: 4-6-1, 2-5-1 SEC (4th East) 


COACH: Brad Scott — At South Carolina and Overall: 11-11-1, 2 years. 

RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 5 Offense, 6 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Zola Davis, OG Jamar Nesbit, RB Duce Staley, CB Joe 
Troupe, SS Ben Washington, QB Anthony Wright 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Well, the mere fact that coach Brad Scott is in his third season 
of installing the offensive system that he brought from Florida State should help 
quite a bit. The offensive line looks relatively solid, and the mobility of young quar- 
terback Anthony Wright figures to offer an edge. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The defense was terrible last year, and there is little reason to 
suggest that it will be a lot better this season. The Gamecocks ranked 11th in the 
league in rushing defense and passing defense, and last in scoring defense ... 


there’s no place to go but up. 


OVERVIEW: If the Gamecocks are going to make any hay this season, it had better 
be early, since they face Central Florida, East Carolina and Mississippi State in 
September. By the time November rolls around, they'll be running into Tennessee 


and Florida. 
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GAMECOCKS RECRUITING 


Nane / Postion Size HoMmETOWN Hic ScHoot / Couece 


John ABRAHAM DE 6-4, 220 Timmonsville Lomar | 
SuperPrep ranked No. 16 prospect in South Carolina @ All-State and All-Region @ Region Defensive Player 
of the Year @ Had 81 tockles, 11 quarterback sacks, six caused fumbles and two fumble recoveries. | 


Reggie BAKER OT/OT 67, 290 Jacksonville, FL Homes Junior College | 
Mississippi Junior College Northern Division Player of the Year @ Prep All-State @ Florida Times-Union Super 24. | 


Tim BETTS LB 6-2, 199 Pensacola, FL Pensacola 
BlueChip Illustrated All-Southeast Region @ All-Northwest Florida @ As o senior, had 77 tackles. 


Derek BRIDGES OL 6-5, 267 Coral Springs, FL Taravella 
All-County @ Selected to play in Florida-Georgia All-Star Game Runs 4.9 in 40-yard dash. | 


Scott BROWNE C 6-3, 250 Jacksonville, FL University Christian 
BlueChip Illustrated All-Southeast Region # The National Recruiting Advisor All-Southeast Region # Florida 
Times-Union Super 24 @ All-State @ Team MVP @ Played for three state championship teams. 


Jacob BUSH FB 6-0, 235 Jacksonville, FL First Coast 
SuperPrep All-American; rated No. 2 fullback prospect nationally @ BlueChip Illustrated All-Southeast Region 
@ All-State @ All-County @ As a senior, rushed for 1,004 yards on 98 carries and 14 touchdowns. 


Cecil CALDWELL DL 6-2, 250 Newberry Newberry 
USA ig honorable mention All-American @ SuperPrep rated No. 5 prospect in South Carolina 
BlueChip illustrated All-Southeast Region @ All-State. 


Jeff CHANEY LB 61,195 Lake Woles, FL Lake Wales | 
SuperPrep rated No, 7 prospect in Florida # The National Recruiting Advisor All-Southeast Region @ All-State. 


Rashonn DRAYTON RB 6-2, 226 Allentown, PA Allentown Central Catholic | 
Parade All-American @ BlueChip Illustrated All-American @ All-Stote # As a senior, rushed for 1,368 yards | 
and 32 touchdowns Had 3,768 career rushing yords and 1,024 receiving yards on 63 receptions, 


| 
| 
Rory GALLMAN DT 6-2, 303 Columbia Keenan | 
SuperPrep rated No. 111 prospect in South Carolina @ The National Recruiting Advisor All-Southeast Region 

¢ All-State @ All-Region @ Had 87 tackles and five quarterback sacks as a senior. | 


Columbia 


Corey GREEN PK 6-1, 164 Loke Ci 
Runs 4.5 in 40-yord dash. 


City, FL 

BlueChip Illustrated All-Southeast Region @ All-District punter # All-Area kicker @ 
| 

Troy HAMBRICK RB 6-1, 210 Lacoochee, Fl Pasco | 

Florida Super 24 Seniors # Tampa Tribune Player of the Year @ All-State # Conference Player of the Year # 

Team MVP @ As a senior, had 1,73 yards rushing and 36 touchdowns. 


Jermole KELLY WR 6-3, 187 Greenville Berea 
SuperPrep rated No. 6 wide receiver prospect nationally # Mr. Football in South Carclina # No. 2 all-time 
leading wide receiver in South Carolina with 187 career catches. 


Courtney LEAVITT PK 6-0, 203 Germantown, TN Germantown 
| Parade All-American @ USA Today All-American @ SuperPrep and BlueChip Illustrated rated No. | ploce- | 
kicker nationally @ As a senior, made 12 of 18 field goals, including kicks of 62, 60, 57 and 54 yards. 


HicH ScHoot / CoueGe 


Name / Posmion 


Adrian MAGEE DB/WR 6-0, 175 Largo, FL largo 
BlueChip Illustrated All-Southeast Region @ All-Region @ All-Conference @ As a senior, had 80 tackles, seven 
interceptions, 14 pass deflections and two fumble recoveries @ Runs 4.45 in 40-yard dash, 


| Malt MARSTERS DE 6-4, 210 Sarasota, FL Sorasota 
BlueChip Iilustrated All-Southeast Region @ Third-teom All-State Runs 4.6 in 40-yard dash. 


Donovan NORMAN WR 6-1, 185 Enoree Union 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ SuperPrep All-American @ Rated No. 4 prospect in South 
| Carolina  BlueChip Illustrated All-Region # As a senior, had 46 catches for 580 yards. 


Andre OFFING LB 6-3, 235 Houston, TX Booker T. Washington 
BlueChip Illustrated All-Southwest Region @ All-District @ All-Houston @ As a senior tight end, had 34 recep- | 
tions for 344 yards and six touchdowns @ Had 22 receptions for 434 yards and three touchdowns junior year. 


Anthony OVERSTREET DE 6-3, 235 Allanta, GA Atlanta Douglos 
BlueChip Illustrated rated No. 12 defensive prospect in Southeast # All-State All-Region # As a senior, had 
111 tackles, 10 quarterback sacks, seven fumble recoveries and four caused fumbles. 


Victor PENN QB 6-2, 175 Miami, FL Miami Senior 
BlueChip Illustrated ranked No. 10 quarterback in Southeast @ Honorable mention All-State @ Threw for 
3,937 career passing yards and 31 touchdowns, 


Trey PENNINGTON DE 65, 230 Anderson Westside 

SuperPrep rated No. 23 prospect in South Corolino @ All-State @ All-Region # Team MVP and captain 
Jim PIETRZAK DT 6-5, 240 Palm Harbor, FL Clearwater Central Catholic 
BlueChip Illustrated All-Southeast Region ¢ All-State @ All-County @ All-District. 


Eric RIGGINS TB 6-0, 175 Brooksville, FL Hernando 
As a senior, rushed for 800 yards and 11 touchdowns despite missing five games due to ankle injury # 
Rushed for 1,300 yards and 17 touchdowns as a junior # Runs 4.4 in 40-yard dash. 


Nick RUHMAN OL 6-4, 250 Houston, TX Nimitz | 
BlueChip Iilustrated All-Southwest Region @ All-District @ All-Houston @ Team MYP. 


| Nikia TAYLOR DT 6-0, 262 Barnwell Barnwell 
SuperPrep rated No. 14 prospect and member of Top 30 in South Carolina # Region Player of the Year # 
All-State | 


Shannon WADLEY LB 6-3, 220 Swainsboro, GA Swainsboro 
BlueChip Illustrated All-Southeast Region @ The National Recruiting Advisor All-Southeast @ All-State # Area 
Defensive Player of the Year # As a senior, had 102 tackles @ Also had 102 tackles as a junior. 


Makalani WILUAMS TB 6-0, 205 Blackshear, GA Pierce County 
BlueChip Illustrated rated No. 3 running back prospect in Georgia # The National Recruiting Advisor All- 
Southeast Region @ All-State @ Team MVP @ Had 2,100 total yards and 23 touchdowns as a senior. 


| Tyrance WILLIAMS WR 5-10, 185 Palatka, FL Palatka 
| All-State @ All-County @ Aso senior, had 51 receptions for 893 yards and 14 touchdowns. | 


‘95 RESULTS 


95 Stats 


PASSING S F 
Ae 1S) po d ept. 7 Central Florida 
(4 6 1, 2 ) 1) Att Comp Yarps Pct TD Int P 
3 | Taneyhill 389 261 3094 67.1 29 9 = 
23 Georgia 42 | Wright ere Piney Sept. 14 Georgia 
21 Arkansas 5] _RUSHING _ Sept. 21 East Carolina 
Yarps AvG Lc 
68 Louisiana Tech 21 Staley 127 Oy Sr ee 
Saree aa 333 SOF Seite Sept. 28 Mississippi State 
30 Kentucky 35 Reddick 30 146 49 25 0 
RECEIVING _ Oct. 5  atAuburn 
20 LSU 20 YARDS Ave Ic 
Davis 58 Ch al cy A Oct. 12 at Kentucky 
77 Kent 14 Pritchett 62 664. «(10.7.—Ss«<92 4 
| Means 46 657. «14.3 93 10 | Oct. 19 Arkansas 
65 Mississippi State 39 | Staley 31 236 (67.62 2 
DEFENSIVE LEADERS Oct. 26 at Vanderbilt 
52 Vanderbilt 14 | 
| TACKLES: Washington 93; Smith 88; Freeman 82; Young 
70; Brooks 66; Campbell 57; Abrams 56; Cousin 52 Nov. 2 Tennessee 
21 Tennessee 56 INTERCEPTIONS: Wiggins 1; Campbell 1; Taylor 1; Cousin | | 
| 2 1; Freeman 1. | | f, 
7 Florida 63 QB SACKS: Sullivan 8; Caldwell 5.5; Miller 4; Young 4. Noy. 16 a Florida 
| TACKLES FOR LOSS: Campbell 8; Caldwell 5; Sullivan 4; 
17 Clemson 38 | Young 4; Brodie 4; Miller 4; Taylor 3; Washington 3. Noy. 23 at Clemson 
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ZOLA DAVIS, WHO CAUGHT 58 PASSES FOR 911 YARDS 
AND NINE TDS, MADE THE SEC’S ALL-FROSH TEAM. 
PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 


just against Clemson, 
and still won the 
game. Then his 
senior year, he didn’t 
throw that many all 
year. One thing I 
learned: this first 
year, don’t expect a 
miracle worker.” 

Wright says he’s 
prepared, too — in 
part by his relation- 
ship with Ward. 

“He told me, 
don’t let people put a 
label on you,” Wright 
says. “It just adds 
more pressure to the 
situation. He said, 
‘Just play hard and 
let things come to 
you.’ ” 

Wright shrugs. 
“As much as people 
say we're similar, it 
must be. —_ But it’s 
hard for me to see it. 
I] mean, when I’m out 
there, I don’t know 
what I’m doing.” 

Scott could tell 
him. He likes 
Wright's innate skills, 
and working with 
quarterbacks coach 
John Reaves has 
given him a good 


THE WriGHt Way 

A quiet, thoughtful 20-year-old, 
Wright conceded last year’s spotlight to his 
predecessor. But now, all the attention — 
and all those Ward-inspired expectations 
— are about to land on him full-force. 

His teammates have given him a nick- 
name — “A-1,” based on his first name 
and his uniform number — that will do 
nothing to lighten that load. 

Scott knows. The week after USC lost 
its 1995 season finale to arch-rival Clem- 
son, he was driving past a motel near 
USC’s Williams-Brice Stadium. On the 
motel marquee was a sign: “Next year, 
let’s do it the Wright way.” 

“I'm preparing myself to bring him 
along slow, give him time,” Scott says. 
“People forget that Charlie didn’t start 
until he was a fourth-year player, and he 
struggled early. 

“His first two to three games he threw 
10-12 interceptions. He had three or four 


handle on the com- 
plex offense. 

“He has the ability to run, he’s tough 
to tackle in the open field,” Scott says. 
“He has a nice arm and good instincts, 
savvy, the ability to make the big play. 

“And he has this air of confidence. 
You sense it from the other players, too. 
At Florida State, they believed in Charlie 
Ward. Our guys believe in Anthony like 
that.” 

There will be other pressures on 
Wright, too, pressures that have nothing 
to do with Ward. The first game Wright 
starts, he will become USC’s first black 
starting quarterback ever. 

“It's not an issue,” Scott says, “but 
obviously, he'll become a piece of history.” 
Wright says he doesn’t think much 

about the Gamecocks’ all-white quarter- 
back lineage. “I’m honored to be it, if I 
am,” he says, alluding to Chad Barnhardt, 
a redshirt freshman who was No. 2 in 
spring practice but will challenge him in 
the fall. “It’s a privilege.” 


But, he admits, he figures it’s about 
time. “When | first heard that, I couldn’t 
believe it. I thought, ‘This is the 90s?’ But 
there’s a time for everything, and God 
saw fit for it to be Anthony. 

“If I sat and thought about it, I’m sure 
it would add to the pressure. But I don’t.” 

You should know this by now: Scott 
says Ward was Florida State’s first black 
starter at quarterback. 

In a sense, Wright has been preparing 
for such a role all his life. Growing up in 
Vanceboro, a town of about 4,000 in 
eastern North Carolina, the second of 
three sons of Robert and Donna Wright 
learned early about competition — and 
acceptance. 

Anthony, older brother Robert Jr., 
and younger brother Craig staged their 
own games in the back yard. 

“We'd get all muddy, and Mom would 
raise heck,” Wright says. “She made us sit 
in the big room while each of us took a 
shower.” 

The family is close. Wright credits that 
for his early confidence in athletics. “My 
whole family are my biggest fans,” he 
says. “If | had a bad game, made a bad 
mistake, came in with my head down, my 
folks would tell me to stay calm, don’t let 
it get to you.” 

Wright thrived in that supportive envi- 
ronment. He was a high school All-Ameri- 
can as a senior and tagged as the No. 7 
quarterback prospect in the nation. He 
passed for 4,890 yards and 44 touch- 
downs, with just 15 interceptions, in his 
West Craven High career. 

Scott first saw Wright at the North Car- 
olina-South Carolina Shrine Bowl in Char- 
lotte, one day after taking the USC job. 

“I saw the quarterbacks warming up 
and spotted this one kid,” he says. “I 
turned to (USC assistant) Brad Lawing 
and said, ‘Please tell me that’s the guy.’ 

“He said, ‘It is.’ And I said, ‘We're 
gonna get along great.’” 

Scott especially liked Wright's 
favorite-son status in Vanceboro. 

“He’s a good student, great athlete, 
and the whole town is crazy about him,” 
Scott says. “In recruiting, he was fun to 
talk to, and the family was great.” 

It was his family that helped Wright 
get through what he says was the greatest 
crisis of his life: becoming a father. 

His daughter, Antiona, is 1-year-old 
and lives with her mother, who attends 
computer school in Raleigh. Both came to 
see Wright play at USC’s spring game. 

“When | found out the baby was on 
the way, at first there was a lot of tension, 
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GAMECOCKS SPRING ROSTER OFFENSE 


No. NAME Pos, Ciss Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN No. NAME Pos. Cisss Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN Numeer QUARTERBACK YEAR 
| 28 Chris Abrams SS. Sr. 6-0 167 Waynesboro, GA 85 Shoh Mays WR So. 5-11 155 Tallahassee, FL 1 Anthony Wright Sophomore 
91 Cosey Allen DT fr. 63 245 Charlotte, NC 55 Sebesta Miller DE J 63 245 Columbio ; ead base ees 
Numeer FUUBACK YEAR 
58 Corey Atkins 1B OFr. «61 «215 Greenville 32. Steve Mixon RB Fr. «5-11 209 North Augusta Z Sieve Mixon Sa 
68 Reggie Baker OT Jr. 66 290 Jacksonville, FL 40 Scott Moritz TR Jr. «5-10 190 Jocksonville, FL John Harkleroad — 
8 ChedBernharct QB So. 6-1 214. Loke Wales, FL 14 Reed Morton «PKS. «5B 183. Irmo 
53 Paul Beckwith C I. 63. 27 Polatko, FL 79 Jamar Nesbit OT So, 64 303 Summerville Dies ae so 
Scott Moritz _ 
60 Scott Beebe SS Sr. 62 207 Greer 82 Calvin Owens WR Jr. 60 168 North Augusto 
4 Corey Bridges WR Sr. 5:6 166 Newnon,GA 96 Trey Pennington DE Fr. 65 230 Anderson a Zola Davis* Pees | 
99 Quinn Brodie DE Sr. 61 244 Athens, GA 10 Jason Pomar WR Fr. 63 185 Vero Beach, FL Marcus Robinson _ 
42. J.J. Brown DE Jr. 6-2 246 Chesterfield 20 Reggie Richardson DB Sr. 5-9 169 Florence 
Corey Bridges oe 
| 52  Shone Burnham (Bode. «5-11 219 Tallahossee, FL 88 Marcus Robinson WR Sr. 64 205 Fort Volley, GA | 4 Kerry Hood Sophomore 
| 48 Jody Coldwell 1B So. 1-221 Hartsville 57 Errol Rochester 1B Fr. ~=6-0 230 Miami Springs, FL TiGHT END 
| 89 Maynard Coldwell DE Sr. 6-1 238 RockHil 89. Nick Ruhmon OG Fr. 64 260 Houston, TX 4 Jason Lawson Senior 
. = : Trevon Matthews Freshman 
29 Todd Clemons WR Sr. 5-10 154 Washington, PA 54 Trevis Salley DE So. 63 262 Columbia Lt TAKE 
5. Terry Cousin CB OSr, «65-9 176 Miami, FL 47 Cordell Shelton 1B Fr. 63 += 225 ~Washington, DC ue Reggie Baker Junior 
| 26 Michael Curry RB Fr. 5-9 183. Jocksonville, FL 46 Cody Shermon 1B Fr. «60 212 Valrico, FL Randy Wheeler* a 
2) Zale Davis WR So. 61 192. Chereon 70 hedeoy Secrmon OT So. 6A 285. Grosrwood 
7 "a we F le F ; S$ Ed Hrubiec — 
Ben Fleming r. 5:11 184 Jocksonville, FL 22 Duce Staley T Sr. 5:1) 207 Columbia Jesse Washingion ao 
15 Steve Florio K So. 5:9 194 Miami Springs, FL 51 Romel Stowers 1B Sr. =6-0 244 Liberty 
| 12 Arturo Freeman FS So. 61 185 Orangeburg 13 Keris Sullivan DB So. 58 170 Woodbine, GA Paul Beckwith ee 
65. Pottick Garth DT Sr. 64 282 Aberdeen, MS 31) Garrick Taylor 1B So. 511 217 Monticello, FL Jason Thomas ea 
3 Ray Green FS Fr. 6-3 183 Charleston 90 Henry Taylor DT Jt. 61 274 Bornwell Travis Whitfield oe 
18 Darren Hombrick 1B Jr. ~=62 215 Lachoochee, FL 73 Jason Thomas C Fr. 64 256 Savannah, GA se Nick Ruhman Freshman 
80 John Horklerood FB Sr. 61-188 Chatsworth, GA 34 Joe Troupe CB Sr. «58 185 Tampa, FL | NuMBER RIGHT TACKLE YEAR 
93 Maurice Henderson DB So. 59 201 Betton 1 Joey Unitos QB So. 63 205  Bokwin, MD thi Jamar Nesbit Sophomore 
70 Andray Spearman Sophomore 
24 Kerry Hood WR So. 60 192 Allontc,GA 6 Ben Washington SS Je. 5:11 196  Tollohassee, FL - OEY ar —__—— — 
Returning Starter 
63 Ed Hrubiec OG Jr. 61 279 New Berlin, CT 71 Jesse Washington OG Jr. 65 299 Solem, AL 
9 Jason Joseph CBE OFr. «5-10 +187 = Miomi, FL 75 Rondy Wheeler OT Sr 62 295 Hartsville 
92. Ryon Koop 1B ke. 6-0 198. Tallahassee, FL 78 TrovisWhitfield OG Jr. 6-4 295 Honeo-Poth — DEFENSE ro 
4] Jason Lawson TE Sr. 61 230 Union 27 Lee Wiggins CB Jr. «5-11 203 Hartsville | 
44 Mark Love 1B So. 60 253 York 1 Anthony Wright QB So. 62 185 Vonceboro, NC | NuMBer Lert END YEAR 
93 Michael Maddox DT Jr. 63 270 Atlanta, GA 49 Benji Young 1B Sr. 6-0 210 Rock Hil = Dest Cae Sone 
99 Quinn Brodie Senior 
81 Trevon Matthews TE Fr. 6-2 240 Summerville Roster and depth chart subject to change. Noir tar Tica 


Junior 


90 Henry Taylor* 
Patrick Garth 
RIGHT TACKLE 


Senior 


SPRING UPDATE [2 Hed en se 
Casey Allen an | 
Selvesta Miller* Junior 
s far as clearing up their quarterback time during the spring. In the spring game, JJ. Brown a 
picture, the Gamecocks had a perfect when starters Jamar Nesbit {ank lel and 
spring. Anthony Wright emerged as Randy Wheeler (back) were out, the White Darren Hambrick re 
the leader going into fall, but Chad Barn- — and Garnet offenses combined for just 86 | 38 Corey Atkins Freshman 
hardt showed enough promise to make yards rushin Nunser MIDDLE LINEBACKER 
things interesting. “The dalosie has been dominating all | = Shane Burnham Junior 
Wright completed 14 of 23 passes for spring,” linebacker Hambrick said. “We're Jody Coldwell ——— 
156 yards and threw a late 26-yard touch- _finally getting the speed out there to make ni eae 
down pass to Marcus Robinson, lifting his this defensive scheme work.” ek ed) Sat 
White team to a 14-13 victory. Barnhardt Defensive coordinator Wally Burnham 9 Eo Boca a 
was |2-for-25 for 138 yards, including a said, “You have to let kids loose and let “ ro ran eax 
40-yard TD. them play football.” re al Fe | 
Wright's late drive made up for his @ A pleasant surprise of the spring was 
fumble, on a sack by linebacker Darren redshirt freshman Ben Fleming, who caught Tan Cousin —_ 
Hambrick, that was returned 72 yards fora eight passes for 102 yards and a touch- sea Wiese Jac 
Garnet TD by safety Arturo Freeman. down in the spring game. 
In backup roles last fall, Wright played @ Redshirt freshman Randy Sinclair quit Ben Washington® oa 
in nine games and Barnhardt in four. the team. He had been used at defensive = Chris Abrams Senior 
@ Defense, perhaps due to a patch- _ back and running back. Numeer Free SAFETY Year 
work offensive line, gave the offense a hard — Bob Gillespie 12 Arturo Freeman® Sophomore 
3 Ray Green Freshman 
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being in a small town,” he says. “But time 
has healed all wounds. It’s all lovely now.” 


PIECES OF THE PUZZLE 

Now he hopes to have a lovely sea- 
son. Scott expects the Gamecocks to be 
improved, but a number of elements, 
including quarterback, must fall into place. 
Clearly, Wright is one of the keys to a suc- 
cessful season. 

Last year was feast or famine for 
South Carolina. The Gamecocks averaged 
65 points a game in their four wins — but 
gave up an average of 47.5 points in their 
six losses, including 51, 63 and 56 
against SEC rivals Arkansas, Tennessee 
and Florida. 

The Taneyhill-led offense rolled up 
points against weaker teams, but man- 
aged just 15 a game in a Tennessee- 
Florida-Clemson finish. The defense? It 
was consistently awful, particularly against 
the run (195 yards a game). Opposing 
backs seemed to set school yardage or 
touchdown records every Saturday. 

Too many times, too, the Gamecocks 
appeared to quit on the coaching staff, 
which is something that will have to 
change dramatically for a better season. 

On offense, Scott will have an experi- 
enced line for Wright to learn behind. 
Three of the offense’s five returning 
starters are up front, including Jamar Nes- 
bit, an SEC all-freshman pick moved to 
tackle from guard, Travis Whitfield and 
Randy Wheeler. 

“We should be much better than at 
any time last year,” Scott says. 

Duce Staley is back at tailback after 
leading the team with 736 yards rushing 
and averaging 130 all-purpose yards. But 
the Gamecocks are woefully thin in the 
backfield, with no experienced backup 
and two newcomers at fullback. 

But Wright has a wealth of talent to 
throw to, starting with roommate Zola 
Davis, who caught 58 passes for 911 
yards and nine TDs and, like Nesbit, made 
the SEC’s all-frosh team. Kerry Hood 
caught six passes last year, but has blazing 
speed. Calvin Owens is USC’s most con- 
sistent receiver. 

Converted quarterback Jason Pomar 
and veterans Marcus Robinson and Corey 
Bridges (27 catches, 277 yards, three TDs) 
also figure in the mix, as will freshmen Jer- 
male Kelly and Donovan Norman. Jason 
Lawson saw limited time at tight end. 

USC should have a better kicking 
game, having signed the nation’s best 
high school kicker, Courtney Leavitt of 
Germantown, Tenn., to challenge two- 
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STRONG SAFETY BEN WASHINGTON HELPS GIVE THE GAMECOCKS A PHYSICAL SECONDARY. 
PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 


year starter Reed Morton. Punter? Who 
knows? As of spring, none was listed. 

As uncertain as the offense is, the 
defense is even more of a puzzle. Things 
don’t look to get better quickly with a 
front line that was undersized and over- 
powered all season. 

End Maynard Caldwell is the best line- 
man, but weighs just 238 pounds. Michael 
Maddox (6-3, 270) shows signs of “being 
the most dominating of the four,” Scott 
says, but this area will hurt USC all year. 

The Gamecocks add speed at line- 
backer, but lack experience after losing all 
three starters. Darren Hambrick is quick 
but small (215), and Shane Burnham and 
Benji Young are even smaller. Redshirt 
Errol Rochester (230) may figure in here. 

USC’s secondary spent as much time 
tackling tailbacks as covering receivers, 
and that took a toll. But there is talent 
here. Safeties Arturo Freeman and Ben 
Washington have a chance to be “domi- 
nating,” Scott says. 


Joe Troupe and Terry Cousin, both 
seniors, head the cornerback corps. 

“| think the kids (on defense) were 
embarrassed by last year,” Scott says. “If 
we're going to change things, it’s got to 
be through them.” 

And he thinks that will happen. Last 
year, the Gamecocks were still in transi- 
tion from the regime of former coach 
Sparky Woods. This season, Scott has 
more of his own recruits in place, fewer 
holdovers with questionable attitudes. 
Morale, he says, is better. 

Until the first game, anyway. 

“We've got a long way to go with this 
football team,” Scott says. “We have to 
make strides toward being competitive in 
the SEC.” Last year, USC beat only Mis- 
sissippi State and Vanderbilt. 

Scott has his work cut out, but he 
thinks he’s made a good start. At quarter- 
back, at least, he sees a nice future. And 
he hopes for some pleasant memories. 

— Bob Gillespie 
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MISSISSIPPI STATE 


BULLDOGS 


Since They Didn’t Get Buried, Dogs Expect to Rise 


oe Lee Dunn was brought in to 

shore up a porous defense, and 

Lynn Amedee was hired to revitalize 
the offense. 

Those were off-season moves made 
by head coach Jackie Sherrill, looking for 
ways to get Mississippi State’s football 
program back on track after suffering 
through a disastrous 3-8 season in 1995. 

The biggest motivation for this year, 
though, might have been provided by the 
NCAA, which after 18 months of inter- 
views and investigations handed down 
penalties that had State fans rejoicing, Ole 
Miss fans screaming, and Bulldog players 
wondering what the big deal was in the 
first place. 

“A slap on the wrist,” nose tackle Eric 
Dotson termed the sanctions, which 
included a scholarship reduction for the 
1997 recruiting class but did not ban the 
Bulldogs from playing on television or in a 
bowl game in 1996. 

Ole Miss and Alabama received 
much harsher penalties in 1994 and °95, 
respectively. Because of that, rumors 
that State would be hit hard were ram- 
pant during the investigation into rules 


violations within the Bulldog program. 

Sherrill says now that innuendo was 
probably a distraction for his players, and 
he knows it hurt recruiting. 

“With all the rumors and all the things 
being said by other people, | think it really 
helps to have that over,” Sherrill said. “I 
think a lot of the credibility is back. It cer- 
tainly wasn’t what people were saying was 
going to happen. 

“Now we can make adjustments and 
go on. You cannot make adjustments for 
not being on TV or going to a bowl game, 
because for the players, that’s one of their 
goals and adjectives.” 

The players had braced for the worst. 
That’s why they were so happy when the 
penalties were announced in March. 

“It was a great relief,” quarterback 
Derrick Taite said. “Everyone wants to 
play on TV and go to a bowl game. We 
slipped by the NCAA, now we've gotta 
take advantage of it and show up and 
perform.” 

That’s where Dunn and Amedee 
come in. 

Dunn is charged with making what 
Sherrill terms “drastic changes” in the 


Mississipp! STATE AT A GLANCE 


1995: 3-8 overall, 1-7 (6th West) 


COACH: Jackie Sherrill — At MSU: 28-28-2, 5 years Overall: 133-73-4, 18 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 7 Offense, 7 Defense, Punter, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: LB Dwayne Curry, NT Eric Dotson, DT James Grier, LB Paul 
LaCoste, RB Keffer McGee, QB Derrick Taite 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The mere fact that the Bulldogs are eligible for a bowl game 
this season should give them strength that a lot of people didn’t think they would be 
able to find following an NCAA investigation. Now they're ready to make good on 
their renewed life, and they seem to have defensive potential to make it worthwhile. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The defense, and particularly the secondary, wouldn't have 
to be a lot better than last year to show major improvement. The unsettled sec- 
ondary could be a problem again, but the linebackers — and potentially, the line 
— look like they have the makings of a good defense. 

OVERVIEW: Will new coordinators on both sides of the ball make much difference in 
Starkville? Coach Jackie Sherrill is feeling the heat, but it’s nothing that a quick start 
against Memphis and Louisiana Tech won’t heal heading into the trip to South Car- 
olina (remember, the Gamecocks ran up 65 points on MSU last year). 


Bulldog defense. From Amedee, he 
wants a more subtle facelift, a slight 
massage designed to put the Bulldog 
offense in better position to use the 
many talents of Taite and running back 
Keffer McGee. 

“The difference on offense,” said 
Sherrill, “is that we will put more empha- 
sis on certain things.” 

State actually was pretty good at 
times last year offensively. Taite threw for 
2,241 yards and 16 touchdowns, and 
McGee rushed for 1,072 yards and scored 
13 times. 

The Bulldogs averaged 343 yards and 
24 points a game. Those numbers pale, 
however, when compared to what the 
Bulldogs gave up a game: 437 yards and 
32.5 points. 

The Bulldogs scored 105 points in 
one four-game stretch, yet lost each con- 
test, 52-14 to Tennessee, 34-32 to 
Northeast Louisiana, 48-20 to Auburn 
and 65-39 to South Carolina. 

The South Carolina loss, at home, 
might have been the program’s low point 
in five years under Sherrill. Some callers 
to Sherrill’s postgame radio show, con- 
ducted live immediately following the 
game, were so abusive they were cut off 
in midsentence. 

“I don’t have a problem with people 
saying what they want to say,” Sherrill 
said. “It doesn't mean I agree with them; 
they're entitled to do that. But I do object 
when it becomes personal.” 

After that loss, defensive changes 
were made that helped stop the bleeding 
but didn’t do much for the record. State 
lost three of the final four. By the time the 
season ended with a 13-10 home loss to 
Ole Miss, it was obvious bigger changes 
had to be made. 

“We had put players in a position 
where they just couldn’t perform,” Sher- 
rill said. “All of a sudden, the trust factor, 


ALL-SEC PERFORMER DWAYNE CURRY LED 
THE BULLDOGS IN TACKLES LAST SEASON 
FOR THE SECOND CONSECUTIVE YEAR. 
PHOTO BY DAVID L. GREENE/SPEC PHOTO 
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| All-District # As a senior, caught 14 passes for 372 yards and four touchdowns @ Two-way starter. 


| Jamil GRAHAM LB 


BULLDOGS RECRUITING 


Hicu ScHoot / CouecE 
Sterling 


HOMETOWN 
Houston, TX 


Name / Posimion 
Lorenzo ARMSTEAD WR 


5-10, 170 


Trey BELCHER RB 6-3, 190 Germantown; TN Germaniovm | 
As a senior, had almost 800 yards rushing and 20 touchdowns @ Had six interceptions # Two-way starter. 


Juran BOLDEN DB 6-3, 200 Tampa, FL Mississippi Delta CC 
Two-time junior college All-American # SuperPrep rated No. 46 junior college player nationally # Had 13 
career interceptions, including three for touchdowns. 


Eric BROWN DB 6-1, 201 San Antonio, TX 
SuperPrep rated No. 10 junior college prospect nationally. 
Clarence CALLAWAY DB 5-11, 190 Atlanta, GA Lakeside 


SuperPrep rated No. 103 player in Dixie @ As a junior, started at tailback and strong safety, making 79 tack- 
les @ Had 305 yards rushing on 30 carries and four touchdowns @ Two-way star. 


| 
Blinn JC 

| 
Kevin COOPER WR/DB 6-3, 201 Crowder South Panola | 
BlueChip Illustrated rated No. 9 wide receiver in Southeast # Jackson Clarion-Ledger Dandy Dozen ¢ All- 
State As a senior, had 15 receptions for 265 yards and five touchdowns @ Had four interceptions. 
Terry DAY DL 6-5, 278 Pickens Holmes CC 
SuperPrep rated No. 38 junior college prospect nationally # Two-time junior college All-State as defensive | 
end @ Jackson Clarion-Lledger ranked No. 7 junior college prospect in Mississippi @ Prep All-State. | 


Anthony DERRICKS DB 6:0, 175 Forest Forest 
BlueChip Iilustrated All-Southeast Region @ Honorable mention All-State # As a senior, averaged 17.3 yards 
per punt return @ Had 121 tackles @ Had 11 career interceptions Two-year starter. 


Eric DOTSON DL 6-3, 303 Pascagoula Northeastern Oklahoma CC | 
J.C. Gridwire Top 100 junior college prospect # Did not play in 1995 USA Today All-American # Super- | 
Prep rated No. | nose tackle prospect nationally # Mississippi Gatorade Player of the Year. 


Henry ELLIS LB 6-0, 226 Columbus, GA Holmes CC 
Junior college All-State @ Jackson Clarion-Ledger rated No. 12 junior college prospect in Mississippi . 


6-5, 240 Atlanta, GA Druid Hills 
BlueChip Illustrated rated No. 17 defensive line prospect in Southeast Region @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
Top 50 in Georgia @ Selected to play in Georgia-Florida All-Star Game @ As a senior, had 154 tackles. 


Brian HAZELWOOD PK 6-0, 175 Clinton Clinton 
USA Today honorable mention All-American # Selected to play in Alaboma:Mississippi All-Star Game @ All-State. 


Ken HILL DB 5-9, 160 Galveston, TX Ball | 
Houston Post Top 100 in Texas @ Houston Chronicle All:Metro # As a senior, had 137 tackles, seven inter- 
ceptions, five blocked kicks and three caused fumbles. 


John HILUARD DL 6-4, 240 Houston, TX Sterling 
The National Recruiting Advisor rated No. 2 defensive lineman nationally # SuperPrep All-American; ronked 
No. 1 defensive lineman nationally # BlueChip Illustrated rated No. 5 defensive line prospect in Southwest 
Region @ Dallas Morning News Top 100 in Texas @ Had shortened senior season due to knee injury. 


Nane / Posmon Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / Couece 


Paul HUNTER RB 6-3, 241 Memphis, TN East 
SuperPrep rated No. 63 player in Dixie # Memphis Commercial Appeal Best of Prep @ All-State @ As a 
senior, had 89 tackles caleer fumble recoveries. 


Reginald KELLY TE 65, 239 Aberdeen Aberdeen 
BlueChip Illustrated rated No. 6 fight end in Southeast Region @ All-State @ Selected to play in Alabama-Mis- 
| sissippi All-Star Game @ Two-way starter @ As a senior, had 15 catches for 260 yards @ Had 49 total tackles. 


Chester LEWIS RB 5-9, 170 Houston, TX Sterling 
All-District # As a senior, had 487 yards rushing and cought 12 passes for 233 yords @ Returned 17 kickoffs | 
for 279 yards and 17 punts for 147 yards @ Member of track team. 


Terrence McCASKEY TE 6-6, 265 Norcross, GA Norcross 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution Top 50 in Georgia # SuperPrep rated No. 105 player in Dixie # All-Gwinnett 
Coan Sees team fo regional championship @ As a senior, had 13 receptions for 163 yards and four 
touchdowns. 


| Chauncey McGEE DB 6-0, 180 Coleve Pork, GA Westlake 
| All-metro # As a senior, averaged almost 40 yards per kickoff return # Had 31 receptions for 643 yards # 
Had 119 tackles and four interceptions on defense @ Two-way standout # Starter on basketball team . 


Cornell MENAFEE 6-3, 215 Opelika, AL Opelika 
SuperPrep rated No. 54 player in Dixie @ Averaged 10 sacks per season in career # Three-year starter. 


| Poul MOONEY OT 6-8, 295 Collins Collins 
Jackson Clarion Ledger All-State and Top 25 recruit in Mississippi # Mississippi Sporiswriter’s Association All- 
State @ BlueChip Illustrated honorable mention All-Southeast Region @ Two-time All-Division. 


Rob MORGAN GB 6-2, 180 Vicksburg Warren Central 
BlueChip Illustrated All-Southeast Region Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 40 recruit in Mississippi. 


| Chris RAINEY QB/RB 5-9, 183 Amory Amory 
Second-team All-State @ Selected to play in Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Game @ As a senior, had 2,694 
yards and state-record 47 touchdowns @ Led team to 15:0 record and state championship # Completed | 
passes for 1,927 yards and rushed 137 times for 767 yards 


Kendall ROBERSON WR 6-2, 185 Calhoun City Calhoun City 
Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 25 recruit in Mississippi Honorable mention All-State @ As a senior, had 50 
receptions for 827 yards and eight touchdowns Had 58 tackles and seven interceptions on defense. 


Kevin SLUDER DL 6-5, 220 Pensacola, FL Escambia 
Pensacola News Journal Northwest Florida Defensive Player of the Year @ Third-team All-State # As a senior, 
had 79 tackles, six quarterback sacks, 13 pass deflections and one interception 


Jeff WALKER P/PK 6-0, 200 Grenada Kirk Academy 
SuperPrep rated No. 40 player in Dixie @ All-State # Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 40 recruit in Mississippi # | 
| Hit 13 of 22 field goals and 33 of 42 extra points during career # Scored 174 career points . 


Matt WYATT GB 6-5, 215 Prattville, AL Prattville 
Montgomery Advertiser Elite 11 @ Honorable mention All-State # Had 2,458 career passing yards and 14 
touchdowns @ As a senior, passed for 1,105 yards and six touchdowns. 
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'95 Stars 


‘96 SCHEDULE 


10 


(3-8-0, 1-7-0) 
Memphis 

LSU 

Baylor 
Tennessee 

NE Louisiana 
Auburn 

South Carolina 
Kentucky 
Arkansas 
Alabama 


Mississippi 


18 
34 
21 
52 
34 
48 
65 
32 
26 
14 
13 
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PASSING _ 
Arr Yarps Pct 


Comp 
2241 53.4 


165 
8 5 65 62.5 


__ RUSHING 
YARDS 


Taite 
Russell 


Avc Le 


| McGee 235 1072 4.6 48 13 
Greer 47 199 4.2 14 ie] 
| Isaac 20 109 5.4 18 0 


RECEIVING 


YARDS AvG 


Moulds 62 779 «+126 + «©6806 | 
Jones 23 400 17.4 81 ] 
Coleman 21 383 18.2 69 3 
McGee 27 295 10.9 84 2 


| DeFENSIVE LEADERS 


TACKLES: Curry 113; Williams 95; Harris 91; Lacoste 87; 
Sears 86; Evell 67; Grier 63; Lipscomb 55; Favors 50. | 
INTERCEPTIONS: Harris 4; Euell 3; Lacoste 1; Gilmore 1; 

| McGill 1. 

| QB SACKS: Williams 6.5; lindsey 3; Gee 3; Day 2.5; Sears 2. 

| Tacktes For Loss: Williams 8; Grier 5; Curry 4.5; Harris 4; 

| Sears 4; Cagins 4; Lipscomb 3; Favors 2; Gee 1.5. 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 


Nov. 


Nov. 


Nov. 


Nov. 


Nov. 


7 


21 


28 


23 


30 


at Memphis 
Louisiana Tech 

at South Carolina 
Georgia 

Auburn 

at LSU 

NE Louisiana 

at Kentucky 
Alabama 
Arkansas 


at Mississippi 
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the respect factor and the confidence 
factor left.” 

Soon after the season ended, Bull- 
dogs defensive coordinator Bill Clay and 
offensive coordinator Bruce Arians were 
gone as well. 

Sherrill quickly replaced Arians with 
Amedee, a 24-year veteran who last 
coached collegiately at LSU and spent the 
1995 season as a high school coach in 
Louisiana. Amedee coached under Sherrill 
at Texas A&M in 1985-87. 

“We won three Cotton bowls in a row 
with his offense,” Sherrill points out. 

Curley Hallman and Ron Zook turned 
him down before Sherrill convinced Dunn 
to come to Starkville after only one year 
as defensive coordinator at Arkansas. 
Prior to that, Dunn, 50, spent three years 
at Ole Miss, where his 1993 defense 
ranked No. 1 in the nation. 

Sherrill liked Dunn’s aggressive, 
attacking style philosophy. Besides that, 
he was tired of coaching against him. 

“He does things that are not normal,” 
said Sherrill. “I think that Joe Lee is one 
of the most innovative defensive coaches 
around, because he does things a conven- 
tional coach will not do at all.” 

What Dunn has, said Sherrill, “is the 
ability to put players in the best position 
for them to perform.” 

After spring practice, the players 
seemed to like Dunn’s style. Last year, the 
Bulldogs played a read-and-react defense. 
This fall, it'll be react, react, react. 

“Everyone on the defensive side is so 
enthusiastic,” said linebacker Paul 
Lacoste. “We’re blitzing different ways, in 
different directions, in different gaps, with 
different people. It’s all different. It’s 
something to watch and something to 
play. It’s really exciting.” 

Sherrill said Dunn has even managed 


be as good as anybody 
in the country”; and 
State can use some 
help in the secondary. 

Dunn hopes that 
help arrives this fall in 
the form of junior col- 
lege transfers Anthony 
Williams and Lamon 
Dumas. 

“That would have 
to be an area of con- 
cern,” Dunn said about 
the secondary. “I think 
we've got some people 
there who, once they 
learn things, will be 
OK, but I don’t know if 
we have anybody who 
just jumps out at you. | 
hope some of them 
will jump out at us in 
the fall.” 

In the spring, the 
starters were Jimmy 
Lipscomb and Eric 
Daniel at the safeties 
and Izell McGill and 
Anthony Derricks at 
the corners. Don’t be 
surprised if there aren't 
a couple of changes 
before Sept. 7, when 
the Bulldogs open the 
season at Memphis, 
especially since McGill 
suffered a broken leg 
in the last week of 
spring drills and it’s 
questionable if he'll be 
ready by the fall. 

What looks much 
more secure is the line- 
backer position, where 


QUARTERBACK DERRICK TAITE, A TWO-YEAR STARTER, THREW FOR 
2,241 YARDS AND 16 TOUCHDOWNS LAST SEASON, 
PHOTO BY DAVID L. GREEN/SPEC PHOTO 


Lacoste and All-SEC 
performer Dwayne 
Curry are returning 


to light a fire under nose tackle Eric Dot- 
son, a player with worlds of potential who 
had a so-so 1995 and at one point told 


the Jackson Clarion-Ledger he didn’t 
really enjoy playing football. 

His teammates say the 6-3, 303- 
pound Dotson looked like a totally differ- 
ent player in the spring. “His attitude has 
changed completely,” Lacoste said. 

Said Taite: “I guess he’s come out of 
his shell ... last year’s defense didn’t fit 
him, but he loves this attack defense.” 


DEFENSIVE TALENT SPOTTED 
It took Dunn 15 days of spring prac- 
tice to make three conclusions: The Bull- 
dogs have too much talent to finish last in 
SEC total defense again; Dotson “oughta 


starters. 

Curry led the Bulldogs in tackles last 
season for the second consecutive year. 
He had 4.5 tackles for loss and tied for 
the team-high in fumbles caused (2) and 
fumble recoveries (2). 

Dunn expects Curry and Lacoste to 
be the defensive leaders this fall. 

Dotson will be the anchor on the line, 
backed up by former walk-on Kenwoynne 
Smith, who has earned a scholarship. 

Terry Day and James Grier are the 
tackles, but Grier missed spring drills 
with a foot injury and is behind going 
into the fall. 


Two other tackle candidates, Ray- 
mond Gee and Michael Lindsey, suffered 
knee injuries in the spring. Gee’s was 
more serious, but Sherrill thinks there’s a 
chance he'll be ready by September. Lind- 
sey is expected back. 

Gregory Favors, who started eight 
games last fall at outside linebacker, is 
one starter at defensive end. The other 
probably will be Larry Campbell. Other 
candidates include John Hillard, who 
played in 10 games as a true freshman 
last year, Kenneth Knotts and transfer 
Dereck Rush. 
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BULLDOGS SPRING ROSTER 


. HOMETOWN 


59 Brod Ainsworth OG Sr. 62 294 Louwrel 
53 Eric Allen C So. 65 282 Water Valley ; 
19 lorenzo Ammsteod = WR Fr. 5-10 170 Houston, 1X 
80 Burt Ashley OG i 63 293. Pontotoc 
11 Adesola Bodon FS So. 60 179 Melati, LA 
55. Benje Boiley DS Sr. 6A 221 Jockson 
83 Som Boker TE ok. 65 271. Birminghom, AL 
34 Trey Belcher HB Fr. «=6-3.-—«190_- Germantown, TN 
9 Michoel Brown AA Si0uasa 
33 TonyBudholer FB ok. 5-10 210 Dolevile, AL — 
19 CbrenceColawoy CBO. «11197 Adoni, GA. 
| 4 Lorry Compbell DE So. 62 221 Toyorwie 
| 44 Dwayne Cury BS 63 248. Poscogoda 
5 Eric Daniel FS So. «62 176 LaGrange, GA 
94 Terry Day DT Sr. 65 281 Pickens 
26 Anthony Derricks CB $0 60 175. Fores 
98 Eric Dotson NT J. 63. 327 Pascagoula 
30 Conley Earls WB. = 61247 Buford, GA 
45 Henry Ellis 1B oS. = 6-0 = 236 Columbus, GA 
| 56 Gregory Favors ‘Bok. 63. 228 Alonlo, GA 
16 Cameron Floyd WR Jr. 6&2 204 Pontotoc 
9% Raymond Gee OT S65 277 Cevknd 
47 Jomil Groham 1B OFr. «66-5 240 Allonto, GA ~ 
4. \ohlio Grant SE So. 61 188 Dora, AL 
31 Nokia Greer FR or. «= 5-10 227 Hernando 
| 90. James Grier DT ok. 86 307 Mocon, GA 
15 Brion Hazelwood PK «So, 0.175 Clinton 
29 OmarHenderson CB So. 60 168  Botewile 
| 7% Robert Hicks OT J. 68 334 Alana, GA 
88 John Hillard DE So. 64 256 Howion, TK 
57 DonHoover Gy eScitm: 65 02850) Foabepe: AL 
32 Poul Hunter ’ HBF, «= 6-32 Memphis, TN 
36 Robert lsoac Tok. 58 160 McComb 
81 John Jennings TE So. 64 226 Toyborwile 


Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 


28 Jeremy Jones FL So. «61 198 Ashville, AL 
89 Reginald Kelly TE So. 65 239 Aberdeen 
27 Johnathan Khobeer (CB So. 5:10 179 Atlonto,GA 
58 Kenneth Knotts DE So. 63 239 Houston, TX 
20 Paul Locoste 1B Or. «= &2 = 239 Jackson 
37 Chester Lewis CB So §=5-9 += 161 Houston, TX 
41 Michoel Lindsey DT Sr. 61 282 Vicksburg 
13 Jimmy Lipscomb SS Sr. 5-10 185 Atlanto, GA 
52 Henry McConn OG Sr. 66 327 Moss Point 
86 Terrence McCaskey TE fr. 66 273 Norcross,GA 
43 Chauncey McGee SS. So. 60 174 College Pork, GA 
21 Keffer McGee TB ok. 510 202 Crawlord 
23. Izell McGill CB oy. «= 510-161 Rex, GA 
39 Dennis McKinley HB So. &2 218 Weir 
40 ComellMencee IB Fr. 63230 Opelika, AL 
74 Poul Mooney OT fr. 68 295 Collins 
18 Rob Morgon QB Fr. «= 62 192 Vicksburg 
69 Stoney Price OG So. 62 283 Winfield, AL 
3 Chris Roiney RB Fr. «= 59-192 Amory 
80 Kendall Roberson WR Fr. 62 178 Calhoun Cily 
50 Dereck Rush OW sk. 63 215  Philodelphio 
22 Andy Russ PK/P Sr. 60 181 Neshille, IN 
10 Adam Russell QB So 6&1 193 Doro, AL 
48 Kevin Sluder OW Fr. 65 220 Pensacola, FL 
51 Allon Smith OT ost 63 283  Storbville 
79 Brent Smith OT Sr. 66 275 Pontotoc 
99 Kenwvoyrine Se NT So. 61 266 Leland 
12. Derrick Toile. QB Sr. 64 = 194 Moss Point 
22 JeWolker P/PK Fr. 60 219 Grenoda | 
82 Jermaine Whipple WR So. 61 175  Worer-Robbins, GA | 
25 Andre Wilioms WR So. 60 175 Howton 
1 Lamont Woodberry SE Jr. 61 215 Key West, FL 
7 Matt Wyatt QB fr. 65 229 Prothile, AL 
Roster and depth chart subject to change. 


SPRING UPDATE 


ne of the biggest moves made in spring 

was by quarterback Rob Morgan, a red- 

shirt freshman who jumped ahead of 
Adam Russell into the No. 2 spot on the depth 
chart behind Derrick Taite. 

“He had two big scrimmages in a row,” 
offensive coordinator Lynn Amedee said. “He's 
been very accurate." 

Amedee said Taite goes into the fall 
entrenched as the starter, but Morgan will get a 
chance to unseat him. 

“Before that first game we may end up with 
a battle there, which is good,” Amedee said. 

As a prep quarterback in Vicksburg, Miss., 
Morgan passed for 1,641 yards and 17 touch- 
downs, and was named to BlueChip Illustrated's 
All-Southeast region team. 

@ Injury report: DT James Grier (foot) missed 
spring but will be ready for the fall ... CB Izell 
McGill broke his leg in one of the final practices 


and is questionable for the fall ... DT Raymond 
Gee suffered a torn ACL and had knee surgery. 
Sherrill says he'll be ready by September... 

FB Tony Buckhalter (knee) and LB Conley 
Earls (knee) both missed part of spring, but will be 
ready for two-a-days. 

Spring surprises included the play of NT 
Eric Dotson and his backup, Kenwoynne Smith, a 
former walk-on of whom Sherrill admits, “we did- 
n't know anything about him,” when he walked 
on two years ago.” 

Smith was redshirted last fall and played on 
the defensive scout team, where he caught the 
coaches’ attention. 

@ Three late signees include DB Matthew 
Butler of Baton Rouge (La.) Tara, DB Tim Nelson 
of North Atlanta (Ga.) High and TE/DE Rod 
Robinson, a transfer from Arizona Western Com- 
munity College. 

— Rusty Hampton 
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OFFENSE 


Numer QUARTERBACK YEAR 

12 Derrick Taite* Senior | 
18 Rob Morgan Freshman 

31 Nakia Greer* Junior | 
33 Tony Buckhalter Junior | 
21 Keffer McGee* Junior 

36 Robert Isaac Junior 


Numeer FLANKER YEAR 
9 Michael Brown Junior 
28 Jeremy Jones Sophomore | 
4 Lahitia Grant Sophomore | 
1 Lamont Woodberry Junior 


81 John Jennings* Sophomore 
89 Reginald Kelly Sophomore 
| 79 Brent Smith* Senior | 
| 51 Allan Smith Junior 
Numeer Lert GuARD YEAR 
59 Brad Ainsworth* Senior 
60 Burt Ashley Junior 
| 57 Dan Hoover Senior 
|_ 58 Eric Allen Sophomore 
Numser RicHt GuarD YEAR 


52 Henry McCann* Senior 


69 Stoney Price 


Sophomore 


Numer RIGHT TACKLE YEAR 
76 Robert Hicks Junior 
74 Paul Mooney Freshman 


*Returning Starter 


— DEFENSE — 


Gregory Favors” Junior | 

58 Kenneth Knotts Sophomore 
Numer Lert TACKLE YEAR 
90 James Grier* Junior 
Al Michael Lindsey Senior 

| 98 Eric Dotson Junior 

| 99 Kenwoynne Smith Sophomore 
Numser RIGHT TACKLE YEAR 
94 Terry Day* Senior 

| 96 Raymond Gee Senior | 
88 John Hilliard Sophomore 

| 46 Larry Campbell Sophomore 


NuMmBer LINEBACKER 
44 Dwayne Curry” Senior 


Conley Earls Junior 


30 


20 Paul Lacoste* Senior 
45 Henry Ellis Senior 
| 23 Izell McGill* Junior 


27 Johnathan Khabeer Sophomore 
26 Anthony Derricks Sophomore 
| 29 Omar Henderson Sophomore | 
13 Jimmy Lipscomb* Senior 
43 Chauncey McGee Sophomore | 
5 Eric Daniel Sophomore 
W 


Adesola Badon Sophomore | 
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Win the 
Ultimate Deep Sea 


Fishing Machine! 


the 3400 Bimini Cuddy by Pro-Line 


E Nf &. FE Fe KE. E 


Drawing at 8 p.m. December 14, 1996, Grand Casino Gulfport and Grand Casino Biloxi 


Cruise away in $100,000 of pure boating excitement including: 


¢ Twin 250-Horsepower Mariner Engines ¢ Outriggers 
¢ Marine Head with Stand-up Shower e Trailer 
¢ T-top with Electronic Enclosure and much more! 


rm re 
! . . Ci i) ! 
# Enter Today to win a 3400 Bimini Cuddy! PRIFLINE 
1 ; , 4 a8 : ; ; I + Pre 
| Simply bring this certificate to Grand Casino Gulfport or Biloxi, or 
1 McLeod Marine in Pascagoula, Mississippi, to receive one free entry. ! 
saiihatt sa PPh ~ (<3, MARINER 
1 Certificate expires December 13, 1996. Must be present at Grand Casino Gulfport or Biloxi to I = OUTBOARDS 
1 win. Photo does not include total prize package. Must be 21 or older with valid I.D. Grand Casino 1 
! reserves the right to cancel or pid fi this promotion at anytime. Grand Casino associates not ! 
| eligible. Reproductions not accepted. SE 016 LS - N) McLEOD MARINE & B j L oO ».4 j 
ROO EO Si ar - F MISSISSIPPI 


Hwy 90, Gulfport, MS 1-800-WIN-7777 + Hwy 90, Biloxi, MS 1-800-WIN-2-WIN 


KEFFER MCGEE RUSHED FOR 1,072 YARDS AND SCORED 13 TIMES 
IN 1995 AND WILL BE FEATURED IN THE BULLDOGS’ MULTISET ATTACK. 


PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 


Taite, a two- 
year starter, 
returns for his 
senior season. 
He has been 
great at times. . . 
and mediocre at 
others. He 
played most of 
last season ham- 
pered by ham- 
string and ankle 
problems. 

Amedee said 
after looking at 
film from last 
year’s games he 
saw times where 
Taite tried to do 
too much on his 
own. 
“The biggest 
thing we've 
talked about is 
getting him to 
understand what 
we're trying to 
do offensively, 
that he doesn’t 
have to win the 
game by him- 
self,” Amedee 
said. “He’s going 


“With our defensive front seven, we 
have an opportunity to be pretty good 
there,” Sherrill said. “If the secondary 
guys coming in are as good as we antici- 
pate them being, then I think we'll have a 
good defensive team.” 


OFFENSIVE BALANCING ACT 

On offense, the situation is reversed. 
Taite and McGee are proven quantities 
in the backfield, but it’s a lack of depth 
up front that most concerns Sherrill 
offensively. 

The Bulldogs return three starters on 
the line in guards Brad Ainsworth and 
Henry McCann, and tackle Brent Smith. 
Center Dan Hoover is a fifth-year senior 
who has played behind Brian Anderson 
the last three years and has started a few 
games. Huge Robert Hicks (6-8, 334 
pounds) had a good spring and is the 
other tackle. 

“We have some plusses,” said 
Amedee. “But we’ve gotta stay healthy in 
the line. We’re pretty good up front as a 
first group, but if somebody gets nicked ... 
well, we're pretty thin there.” 


= to be surrounded 
by good people. 
His job is to execute and not try to make 
plays he can’t make.” 

Amedee said the Bulldogs will use a 
variety of sets. At times, Taite might find 
himself alone in the backfield, with McGee 
in a slot. Other times, the Dogs will line 
up in an I, with McGee at tailback and 
Nakia Greer at fullback. 

“It’s very multiple,” Taite said. “But 
it's the total package, and it’s really fun.” 

Another back to watch is tiny Robert 
Isaac (5-8, 160), who Amedee said will 
spell McGee some at tailback but will also 
be used alongside McGee as a slotback. 

“If you get him outside, in a one-on- 
one situation, he can excite you,” Amedee 
said of Isaac. 

Amedee said he'd rather see Taite 
throw a 10-yard pass to Isaac, who then 
runs for 20 more yards, than see Taite try 
to continually throw 30-yard passes. 

“It’s a very controlled, possession 
passing game,” Amedee said. “The idea is 
to make first downs. I'd rather see us drive 
80 yards in 15 plays than go 80 yards in 
one play. We want to drain that clock as 
much as we can.” 


John Jennings and Reginald Kelly are 
two big tight ends who will aid that con- 
trolled passing game, especially as the 
Bulldogs reload at wide receiver. Gone are 
Eric Moulds, Chris Jones and Shaston 
Coleman, last year’s top three wideouts. 

Look for Michael Brown, Lahitia 
Grant and Jeremy Jones to battle for the 
starting spots this fall. Two others who 
made a big jump in the spring are 
Cameron Floyd and junior college transfer 
Lamont Woodberry. 

The receivers better be ready. 

“We're going to throw the football,” 
Amedee said. “My philosophy is we're 
going to throw the ball seven out of 10 
first downs. But we want to be balanced at 
the end of the game.” 

“To win,” said Sherrill, “you have to 
have balance. That’s what we’re going to 
do. We've got a chance with this offense 
to be very productive.” 

Sherrill also likes State’s kicking 
game. Punter Andy Russ and placekicker 
Brian Hazelwood both return. Hazel- 
wood took over as the No. 1 kicker last 
year with four games remaining and 
made 4-of-5 field goals. Russ averaged 
41.4 yards a punt. 

Isaac, McGee, Brown and Wood- 
berry all are candidates to return punts 
and kickoffs. 

Last year’s 3-8 record was Sherrill’s 
worst since his 1976 Washington State 
team went 3-8 in his rookie season as a 
head coach. What hurt even worse than 
the losses, said Sherrill, was his inability to 
keep the team together last year when it 
began its midseason free-fall. 

“The best thing about my career is 
I've been able to handle a football team,” 
Sherrill said. “I've been able to overcome 
chemistry faults or lack of chemistry and 
make adjustments in midstream.” 

This time, the biggest adjustments 
were made after the fact. Now the Bull- 
dogs will see if they can make those 
changes pay off. 

Lacoste said the first day the defen- 
sive players met with their new coordina- 
tor, Dunn wrote this on the board: 
“Actions speak louder than words.” 

Asked if he thought the Bulldogs 
could rebound from last year’s disaster 
and post a winning season in ’96, Lacoste 
said: “I'll quote from Coach Dunn’s phi- 
losophy. I’m not going to answer that. 
We'll let our actions speak.” 

Added Taite: “I don’t want to make 
any predictions, but I'd like to let every- 
body know we’re back.” 

— Rusty Hampton 
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Reepiug the Fatth 


Running the 
Right Way 


Byron Hanspard is Inspirational 
Leader at Texas Tech 


In the quiet moments before a game, Byron Hanspard prays. 

With the red and black Texas Tech football helmet cradled in 
his arms, the junior running back closes his eyes and prays that, 
through it all, God will be glorified. That game’s performance, 
like all others, is dedicated to the Lord. Every breathtaking run, 
every touchdown will be for the glory of God. Byron wouldn’t 
have it any other way. 

Texas Tech head coach Spike Dykes has been coaching foot- 
ball for 37 years and said he's never had a player more dedicated 
to serving God than Byron. That’s probably because Dykes has 
never before had an ordained minister in his backfield. 


He’s our inspirational leader. He’s 
always there to pick up anyone 
who’s feeling down, he’s always 
very positive... he’s a friend who’s 
always there for you. 


On June 9, 1995, the 19-year-old Hanspard was ordained in 
his hometown of DeSoto, Texas. He preached his first sermon 
shortly thereafter. 

“I wasn’t nervous,” Hanspard said of that first sermon. “Actu- 
ally, | was kind of hyper. I knew what I wanted to say and I knew 
which souls I wanted to help save.” 

Although Byron was raised in a Christian home, he said he 
didn’t totally commit himself to Christ until Jan. 25, 1993. 
“That's when I decided to stop playing around and get serious 
about God,” he said. 

Byron was faced with a big decision a year later and he knew 
where to turn for the answer. As perhaps the most highly 
recruited running back in Texas that year, he could have signed 
with any college. After rushing for more than 2,000 yards and 35 
touchdowns as a senior, Notre Dame and Nebraska were among 
the schools vying for his signature. 


1996 


“I really began to pray and seek God’s face and He put it in 
my spirit that Texas Tech is where I needed to be,” Byron said. 

He says he has no regrets. “When the Lord is directing your 
life, you have no regrets.” 

The young man who was compared to Emmitt Smith and 
Walter Payton by his high school coach arrived in Lubbock, 
Texas, in August of 1994 and quickly claimed the starting tail- 
back job. Hanspard rushed for 761 yards and six touchdowns 
as a freshman and really turned it on in 1995. He led the 
Southwest Conference in rushing with 1,374 yards and also 
scored 18 touchdowns. 

Byron has maintained the tradition of fine Red Raider run- 
ning backs in recent years, following Byron “Bam” Morris and 
James Gray, both NFL draft choices. 

“He’s got super explosion, good balance and good eyes,” 
Dykes said of the 6-0, 195-pounder. 

“He knows how to read blocks real well,” said teammate 
Shawn Hurd. “He has tremendous speed and he’s a very strong 
running back.” 

Hurd, however, says Hanspard’s biggest contribution to the 
Red Raider football program isn’t on the field. 

“He's our inspirational leader,” the senior cornerback said. 
“He’s always there to pick up anyone who’s feeling down, he’s 
always very positive and he can relate anything to the Scriptures. 
He knows how to turn a teammate in the right direction and he’s 
a friend who's always there for you.” 

Byron says football is much more than just a game to him — 
it’s his ministry. 

“| meet a lot of people through football,” he said. “The Lord 
provides me opportunities through interviews with the media and 
things like that. It gives me the chance to give God the glory and 
throw out some seeds.” 

Byron believes the Lord sent him to Lubbock and Texas Tech 
for a reason. “Proverbs 11:11 says, ‘Through the blessing of the 
upright a city is exalted,’ so when I’m blessed, Texas Tech is 
blessed and the city of Lubbock is blessed.” 

— Craig Massey, Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
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by Rick Cleveland 


hey play the same position in the same division of the same 

conference, and they might very well be the two leading con- 

tenders for the 1996 Heisman Trophy. 

And even more important, they are two of the key players 
in establishing a Southeastern Conference champion ... and 
possibly even national champion. 

And once upon a time, so many touchdown passes ago, it 
looked as though they might wind up as teammates. 

Instead, they are two of college football’s marquee players. 
In an age when few returning players have marquee quality due 


to the NFL draft, Florida's Danny Wuerffel and Tennessee’s 
Peyton Manning are true star-caliber quarterbacks. 

They are cerebral quarterbacks, who know and understand 
the game. Both are wiping out school passing records. Both 
have been big winners. Both were All-SEC quarterbacks in 
1995; Manning chosen by the coaches and Wuerffel picked by 
the sportswriters. 

But that’s where the similarities between Wuerffel and Man- 
ning end. They are different personalities in different systems 
and with exceedingly diverse throwing styles. 


| followed a fumble, didn’t faze Wuerffel. 


Wuerffel, nearly four inches shorter and considerably stock- 
ier than the tall, lanky Manning, has been called a product of 
Steve Spurrier’s Florida system. Manning, on the other hand, 
has in many ways changed Tennessee’s system, which now 
allows for much more decision-making by the quarterback. 

Manning throws with a classic, overhand style. His quick 
release has been compared to that of Dan Marino and Joe 
Namath. Wuerffel’s throwing style is anything but classic. His 


release looks less like Marino’s than it looks like Al Oerter’s (yes, 


the shot putter). 

They have different demeanors, as well. Wuerffel is laid 
back, remaining calm no matter the situation. Manning is the 
emotional one as quarterbacks go: In sideline consultations with 


his coaches, he sometimes does the yelling. Even as a freshman, 


he often chided juniors and seniors when he didn’t feel they 
were getting the job done. 

Manning is widely considered a can't-miss pro prospect, 
while Wuerffel’s arm strength remains a question 
mark. Some pro scouts privately say they prefer 
Florida backup quarterback Eric Kresser (and 
his rocket arm) to Wuerffel. 

“Eric’s the one pro scouts come here to 
watch,” Spurrier has said. 

That rankles Spurrier, who says of 
Wuerffel, “He can play on any level. Whether 
or not he gets a chance, we'll have to wait 
and see. 

“If you're not 6-4 or 6-5 and don’t throw 
it 70 yards, a lot of pro scouts think you can’t 
play. I’m not sure I understand that, but that’s 
the way it is,” Spurrier added. 

Whatever their styles and strengths, they 
are both eminently successful quarterbacks 
who have helped to elevate their teams to col- 
lege football's elite. Last season’s huge game 
between the Vols and Gators was a shootout 
with the two gunslingers at the controls of 
almost-unstoppable offenses. 

“I didn’t think anyone was ever going to 
have to punt,” Spurrier said. “It was one of 
the better offensive games I have ever 
coached, I know, or ever watched.” 

The game was like a tennis match — 
back and forth, back and forth. It served as a 
showcase for both quarterbacks: 

Manning completed 23 of 36 passes for 
326 yards and two touchdowns. 

Wuerffel hit 29 of 39 for 381 yards and 
an SEC-record six touchdowns. 

That Tennessee lost, 62-37, was hardly 
the fault of Manning, who passed the Vols to 
a 30-14 second-quarter lead. Four Tennessee 
fumbles helped spark one of the most dra- 
matic turnarounds imaginable. 

Wuerffel did the rest, and he did it in typi- 
cal Wuerffel style — after a thorough, sec- 
ond-quarter tongue-lashing from Spurrier. 

His coach’s animated sideline tirade, which 


“I was as mad at me as he was,” the quar- 
terback said. 


Wuerffel vented his frustration on the Vols with a near-per- 
fect performance the rest of the way: Florida reeled off 48 con- 
secutive points. Wuerffel checked to all the right calls, made all 
the right reads and threw passes that nearly always hit receivers 
right on the numbers. As usual, some of the passes wobbled, but 
as usual, they got there. 

Although the game was on Sept. 16, it essentially decided 
the SEC East championship. Both teams were true to form the 
rest of the way, finishing 11-1, as Wuerffel and Manning led 
them to Top 5 seasons. 

Tennessee actually passed Florida in the AP Top 25 after 
the bowl games, owing to the Vols’ impressive victory over pow- 
erful Ohio State, combined with the Gators’ humiliation on Jan. 
2 prime time by Nebraska. 

They wound up being ranked No. 2 and No. 3, depending 

upon which poll you prefer, and much of the same is 
expected of them in 1996. 


Biggest game of all: Danny & Peyton Show. 
Ohio State at Notre Dame 


Both teams test mettle early. 


Penn State at Ohio State 

The winner of this will take Big Ten lead. 
Florida State at Miami 

Look at the rest of ‘Canes’ sked: This is it. 
Alabama at Tennessee 

Possible SEC title game precursor. 

Texas A&M at Texas 

Bonfire game could have No.1 ramifications. 
Colorade at Nebraska 

Huskers could carry 35-game winning streak. 
Florida at Florida State 

FSU risks 28-game home unbeaten streak. 
Notre Dame at Southern California 
Will Trojans finally end 13-year Irish jinx? 
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Once again, Florida is virtually 
everyone’s preseason choice to win 
the SEC Eastern Division and still 
another league championship. Ten- 
nessee is considered the one team 
that could unseat the Gators. 

“We know you have to go 
through Florida to win the champi- 
onship,” Manning said. 

And, this year, Florida has to go 
through Knoxville. Tennessee and 
Florida play Sept. 21 in Neyland Sta- 
dium in a game that also could have 
national championship and Heisman 
Trophy implications. 

For the past three seasons, the 
team that has won the Florida-Ten- 
nessee game has represented the East 
in the SEC championship game each 
time. And each time, that winner has 
had “Gators” on its helmets. Florida 
has gone on to win the SEC champi- 
onship game each time. 

“Everybody in the conference is chasing Florida,” UT coach 
Phil Fulmer said. 

A reshuffling of conference scheduling should benefit the 
Vols. In recent seasons, the Georgia game has preceded Florida 
on Tennessee’s schedule. This season, Georgia has a later date 
on the Vols’ schedule. 


Manning throws with a 
classic, overhand style. 
His quick release has been 
compared to that of Dan 


Marine and Joe Namath. 


Wuerffel’s throwing style 


is anything but classic. 


His release looks less like 
Marino’s than it looks 
like Al Oerfer’s (yes, 

the shot pufter). 


That leaves an open date on Ten-_ | 
nessee’s slate the Saturday before 
Florida visits Knoxville. Florida has 

the same open date, and with 14 days 
to prepare for what looks like the 
biggest regular-season game in col- 
lege football this season, Spurrier and 
Fulmer surely will have a few special 
wrinkles to fit into their game plans. 

After all, each coach has a quar- 
terback who he entrusts with on-the- 
field decision-making. An extra week 
for these guys means seven extra 
sleepless nights for defensive coordi- 
nators and defensive backs. 

Manning and Wuerffel are alike in 
at least one other respect. You'll have 
a hard time getting either quarterback | 
to talk about the Heisman. 

“That's the least of my concerns 
right now,” Manning said. “I'd much 
rather win a championship.” 

“If it’s meant to be, I'll thank 
God,” Wuerffel said. “If it’s not, I'll thank Him as well. All | can 
control is how hard I’m gonna work. And that’s going to be 
really hard.” 

In many ways, Wuerffel is both a beneficiary and a prisoner 
of what has been known as Spurrier’s Fun and Gun offense. 


touchdowns. But so has every other quarterback who has played 
for Spurrier, and none has made it big in the pros. 

Wuerffel’s doubters have other ammunition. Last season, 
Spurrier decided to rest Wuerffel and give Kresser a chance to 
play in a home game against Northern Illinois. Kresser threw for 
458 yards and six touchdowns. See, the critics said, anybody 
can do it. 

Wuerffel’s fans prefer to talk about the way he handled the 
situation at the time. 

Other quarterbacks — especially a Heisman Trophy candi- 
date who needed all the numbers he could get — might have 
moped or become disgruntled. Wuerffel stood beside Spurrier 
on the sidelines, cheering Kresser’s throws. 

“Of course, | wanted to be out there, but you have to look 
at the big picture,” Wuerffel said. “Eric deserved to play.” 


Said Spurrier: “A lot of quarterbacks have not been able to 
play in our system. Danny’s a proven winner. He’s running our 
offense better than any quarterback I've coached.” 

Wuerffel’s greatest strength is his knack for making the cor- 
rect decision instantly. That’s what Spurrier’s system demands 
most, and Wuerffel delivers. 

“Nowadays, playing quarterback is knowing when to throw 
it and where to throw it and changing plays when you need to,” 
Spurrier said. 

“Danny's a great decision-maker. Another thing about 
Danny is how competitive he is. He doesn’t rattle, he doesn’t 
flinch. He’ll stand in there, throw it and take a lick. 

“Plus, what a lot of people don’t realize, he’s an excellent 
passer,” Spurrier continued. “He doesn’t throw it hard. He 
doesn’t zip it. Sometimes it doesn’t look pretty, but what it does 


It’s More FAncy PASSING 
THAN A PASSING FANCY 


ally considered the fourth of three options. 

That had long been the case in the Southeast- 
ern Conference, where offense has traditionally 
consisted of three yards and a turf burn. 

But as evidenced by the talents of Florida’s 
Danny Wuerffel and Tennessee’s Peyton Man- 
ning, passing is no longer just considered a fan- 
ciful option down South. 

Consider that in 1995, Wuerffel and Man- 
ning combined to throw for 60 touchdowns ... 
equaling the output of the entire league in 1975. 

Now, nearly all the artificial grass has dis- 
appeared from college football stadiums and so 
has nearly all the triple option football. 

“I'd like to think people are throwing it more 
because we've been successful throwing it,” 
Florida coach Steve Spurrier says. “There are 
all kinds of ways to win championships. Our 
way is by throwing it aggressively and hope- 
fully balancing that with some running.” 

In the SEC, it’s monkey-see, monkey-do, 
Bear Bryant did it his way, and the league fol- 
lowed suit. Spurrier does it his way — and has 
changed the league in the process. Florida has 
played in all four SEC Championship Games 
and has won three of them. Not coincidentally, 
the SEC has become a pass-first, run-second 
league, which is good news for quarterbacks 
with professional aspirations. 

In the past, quarterbacks with dreams of 
playing in the NFL went elsewhere, which could 
be changing. 

Quick now, name all the SEC quarterbacks 
who have been first-round NFL draft choices in 


[ n option football, the forward pass is gener- 


the past 20 years. Hint: You'll need only two 
fingers to count them. 

Alabama's Richard Todd was such an obvi- 
ous talent — even in Bear Bryant's Wishbone 
— that the Jets took him first in 1976. 

The SEC didn't produce another first-rounder 
until Tennessee’s Heath Shuler in 1994. 

“| don't have the answer for why that is,” 
Spurrier says, when asked about the paucity of 
SEC quarterbacks in the NFL. “I would think you'll 
see it change as everybody throws it more.” 

If the trend continues, everyone will. In 
1975, 10 SEC teams threw an average of 15.8 
passes per game, which was about three fewer 
than the national average. 

In 1985, they threw 26 passes a game, which 
was one fewer than the national average. 

In 1995, the 12 SEC teams passed an aver- 
age of 33.5 times per game — remarkably, 
four more than the national average, which was 
a record 29.7 per game. 

Think about it: Go to an SEC game, and 
you'll see more balls in the air than in an aver- 
age major-college football game. 

Archie Manning, a firstrounder out of Ole 
Miss in 1970 who is fast becoming known as Pey- 
ton Manning's dad, expects the trend to continue. 

“People usually go with what's successful, 
and right now the sophisticated passing game 
is what's winning biggest,” he says. “The SEC 
had some great athletes at quarterback 
(between Todd and Shuler), but a lot of them 
ran the option. They were like having another 
running back at quarterback. That's changed.” 

— Rick Cleveland 


is hit the receiver 
right in his chest 
the large majority of 
the time. And he 
throws a very catch- 
able ball.” 

The deeply reli- 
gious Wuerffel has 
impressed others, 
including Manning, 
with his character as 
well as his ability. 
Manning and Wuerffel spent much of the winter bumping into 
each other on the banquet circuit. 

Said Manning, chuckling, “I know Danny’s acceptance 
speech by heart.” 

“He’s a great guy, just good people,” Manning said of 
Wuerffel. “I appreciate all he stands for. Obviously, he’s been an 
outstanding player. 

“Like me, he’s surrounded by great players, but he’s a very 
productive quarterback.” 

Wuerffel has returned all compliments, calling Manning, “a 
great quarterback.” 

“I respect him as a person,” Wuerffel said. “He really has 
his head on his shoulders. We’ve become good friends.” 

They were almost teammates. Florida recruited Manning, 
a national high school player of the year, as hard as anyone. 
In fact, he made his final visit to Gainesville before making his 
decision. After narrowing his choice of schools to Florida, 
Michigan, Ole Miss and Tennessee, he further narrowed it to 
Florida and Tennessee ... and then narrowly decided to 
become a Vol. 

While others have wondered what kind of numbers Man- 
ning would have produced in Spurrier’s offense, Manning says 
he hasn't. 

“To tell you the truth, I’ve never had time,” he said. “I was 
playing from the second game of my freshman year. I played 
early, and we've been successful. I haven't had time to reflect.” 

Spurrier feels Manning probably based his decision to go to 
Tennessee on having a better chance to play early. 

“He would have come in and been redshirted here,” 
Spurrier said. “And then it would have been really tough for him 
to have beat out Danny.” 

We'll never know about that. 

“1 just felt more comfortable at Tennessee,” Manning said. 
“T just felt like it was the best place for me.” 

He surely didn’t go there to avoid a challenge. Manning 
committed to Tennessee shortly after Texan Branndon Stewart, 
another highly touted high school senior quarterback. Manning 
and Stewart shared top billing at first, as Tennessee coaches 
were careful not to bruise one or the other’s feelings. 

Manning beat Stewart out, as much in the film room as on 
the practice field. Within days, Manning learned the Tennessee 


eee @ great 
quarterback... 


.» he has a really 
good head on 
his shoulders... 


THE TWO QUARTERBACKS 
SPEAK WELL OF ONE 
ANOTHER 


system better than 
the older quarter- 
backs. And when 
injuries sidelined 
upperclassmen, Ful- 
mer turned first to 
Manning. 

“From day one, 
he was our best 
worker on the prac- 
tice field, in the film 
room, in the weight 
room and in the classroom,” Tennessee offensive coordinator 
David Cutcliffe said. 

Stewart has since transferred to Texas A&M. 

And Manning has gotten better and better. Perhaps most 
impressive of all, he almost never makes a mistake. He threw 
380 passes in 1995, just four interceptions. And three of those 
deflected off a receiver's hands. 

Manning’s competitiveness constantly amazes his coaches 
and teammates. 

It always has amazed his father, Archie Manning, the former 
Ole Miss and New Orleans Saints great. Dad remembers chubby 
little Peyton at age 5, crying after losing a backyard basketball 
game to Saints All-Pro linebacker Rickey Jackson. 

“He’s just always hated to lose, and I don’t care what the 
competition is — baseball, basketball, football, anything,” Archie | 
said. “He always has taken losing hard, sometimes too hard 
when he was younger. It’s something he’s had to work on.” 

The flip side of that story is he hasn’t had much practice 
at losing lately. Manning is 18-2 as a starter at Tennessee. 
Barring injuries, he surely will break all Vols career passing 
records as a junior. 

The scary part is he’s still growing, still filling out. He’s get- 
ting bigger and stronger. He didn’t turn 20 until March 24. 

Already, speculation about whether Manning will stay 
around for his senior season has grown to the point where Ful- 
mer has asked Manning not to comment one way or the other. 

“| haven't given it much thought, and I'm really not sup- 
posed to comment on it,” Manning said. 

Leaving college early never was a consideration for Wuerf- 
fel, who will be a senior. Unlike Manning, he’s still having to 
prove himself to the pros, which seems odd considering all his 
accomplishments. 

No doubt about it, Wuerffel says, he wants to give pro foot- 
ball a try. 

“I've always had those aspirations. I'd like to try it if I get the 
opportunity,” he said. “I feel like 1 can get my arm stronger. 
Coach Spurrier is working on my throwing motion, trying to get 
me to rotate my shoulders more. 

“| feel like I can play.” 

As well he should. 

Ditto for Manning. 


oo A Very 


productive 
quarterback... 


... | appreciate all 
he stands for... 
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Every University of Tennessee 
sports fan would love 
a subscription to 


the #1 UT football weekly... 


BIGIORANGE 


¢ Begun in 1990, Big Orange Illustrated is the most 
comprehensive coverage available on University of 
Tennessee sports. 

e The best recruiting coverage on the Big Orange! 

¢ Not a small newsletter, but a full-size, 20+ page tabloid 
loaded with UT sports information. 

e Weekly issues review each past game and preview 
upcoming games with in-depth analysis found nowhere 
else. 

* Join 1000's of subscribers from Japan to Texas, California 
to Alaska! 

© One year only $39.95! 

VISA and MasterCard accepted. 


Order Now!! 


1-800-844-VOLS 
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Oct, 26 NevadaReno 
Nov. 2 at Utah State 
Nov. 9 at Boise State 
Nov. 16 Idaho 


UTAH STATE 

. 31 Uteh 

. 7 Col Stote-Northridge 

. 14 at Southern Miss 

. 21 at Oklahoma State 
at Texas Tech 
BYU 
at New Mexico State 
at Boise State 
Idaho 
North Texas 
Nevade-Reno 


C-USA 


CINCINNATI 
. 31 Tulane 
7 Kentucky 
. 14 at Kansas State 
- 28 Miami (OH) 
. 5 otMemphis 
| 12. Boston College 
. 19 Houston 
. 26 at Louisville 
. 2 at Southern Miss 
. 16 ot AlobamaBirmingham 
. 23 NE Lovisiona 


HOUSTON 

. 31 Sam Houston Stote 

. 7 atlSU 

. 14 at Pittsburgh 
21 Southern California 
5 at SW Louisiana 

. 12 Memphis 

. 19 at Cincinnati 

. 26 North Carolina 
2. ot Tulone 

. 9 Southern Miss 

. 16 Lovisville 


LOUISVILLE 
. 31 at Kentucky 
. 7 atPenn State 
. 14 Baylor 
. 21 at Michigan Stote 
. 28 Southern Miss 
. 12  atTulane 
. 19 Northern Illinois 
. 26 Cincinnati 
2 Memphis 
. 9 at North Corolina 
. 16 at Houston 


MEMPHIS 
. 31 Miomi 
. 7 Mississippi State 
. 14 ot Missouri 
. 21 Tulone 
5 Cincinnati 
. 12 atHouston 
. 19 at Southern Miss 
. 26 at SW Lovisiana 
2 at lovisville 
. 9% Tennessee 
Nov. 23 Ecst Corolina 


SOUTHERN MISS 
at Georgia 
ot Alabama* 
Utch State 
SW lovisiana 
at Lovisville 
at East Carolina 
Memphis 
at Tulane 
Cincinnati 

: at Houston 

Nov. ot Florida Stote 

* Birmingham, AL 

TULANE 

. 31 et Cincinnati 

. 14 Rice 

. 21 at Memphis 
5 1CcU 

. 12 Louisville 

. 19 at Army 

. 26 Southern Miss 
2 Houston 

. 9 Syracuse 

. 16 at Novy 

. 23. of ISU 


ALABAMA-BIRMINGHAM 
Aug. I) at Auburn 

Sept. 7 atMarylond 

Sept. 14 Arkansas Stote 
Sept. 21 Jacksonville State 
Oct. 5 Western Kentucky 
Oct. 19 SW Louisicna 
Oct. 26. at Lovisiona Tech 
Noy. 2 at Vanderbilt 
Nov. 9 Central Florida 
Nov, 16 Cincinnati 

Nov. 21 Charleston Southern 


EAST CAROLINA 

Sept. 7 East Tennessee Stote 
Sept. 14 at West Virginia 
Sept. 21 at South Carolina 
Sept. 28 Central Florida 
Oct. 10 Southern Miss 
Oct. 19 atMiami 

Nov. 2 Arkanses State 
Nov. 9 at Virginia Tech 
Nov. 16 Ohio 

Nov. 23 ot Memphis 

Noy. 30 N.C. State” 

* Carolinas Stadium, Charlotte, NC 


LOUISIANA TECH 
. 31 Middle Tennessee State 
7 * 
. 14° ot Central Michigan 
. 21 at Mississippi State 
. 28 SW Louisiona 
. 5 atTexos A&M 
. 12 ot Arkansos** 
. 19 Toledo 
. 26 Alcbama-Birmingham 
2 at Northern Illinois 
9 al Arkansas State 
3 Shreveport, tA 
** Little Rock, AR 


NE LOUISIANA 
Nicholls Stote 
Minnesota 
at UCLA 
Som Houston State 
cat Arkansas 
Northwestern State 
at Central Florida 
at Mississippi State 
ot Auburn 
Jacksonville State 
at Cincinnati 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
. 3 


7 


14 
21 
28 


5 


. 19 
26 


2 
9 


n 16 


at Morylond 
Western Illinois 
cot Penn State 

at Arkansas Stote 
Texas-El Paso 
North Texas 

at Louisville 
Akron 

Louisiane Tech 
at SW Lovisiona 
at Oregon State 


NOTRE DAME 


5 


. 14 
. 21 
, 28 
ral} 
a AS 


2 
9 


16 
23 


30 


ot Vanderbilt 
Purdue 

at Texas 

Ohio State 
Washington 

Air Force 

Navy* 

ct Boston College 
Pittsburgh 

Ruigers 

at Southern California 


* Dublin, Ireland 


at Ohio 

Virginia Tech 
Toledo 

at Illinois 

Western Michigan 
at Kent 

at Central Michigan 
Miami (OH) 

at Northern Illinois 
Bowling Green 

at Eastern Michigan 


BALL STATE 
esd 


7 


. 14 


LAN 


5 


12 


19 


, 26 


Nov. 


2 
9 
16 


at Kansos 

Miomi (OH) 

at Minnesota 
Central Florida 

ot Western Michigan 
Ohio 

at Bowling Green 
at Central Michigan 
at Eastern Michigan 
Kent 

Toledo 


BOWLING GREEN 
pal 


. 14 
. 21 


. 28 


5 


12 
19 
2% 


Nov. 


2 
9 
16 


at Alaboma 
Temple 

at Miami (OH) 
Central Michigan 
at Toledo 

Kent 

Ball State 

at Ohio 

at Akron 
Western Michigan 
at Central Florida 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
aes) | 


7 


14 


. 21 
. 28 


5 


12 


19 


. 26 


2 
9 


ot Boise Stote 

ot Virginia 
Lovisiono Tech 
Western Michigan 
ot Bowling Green 
ot Miami (OH) 
Akron 

Eastern Michigan 
Ball State 

at Kent 

at Toledo 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 


Aug. 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 


Nov. 
Nov. 


31 


Temple 

at Wisconsin 

at Western Michigan 
Toledo 

at Michigon State 
ot Ohio 

Miami (OH) 

ot Central Michigan 
Kent 

Ball State 

Akron 


1996 


National 


at Miami (OH) 

at Pittsburgh 
Youngstown State 
at Nevado-Reno 
Akron 

at Bowling Green 
Ohio 

at Eostern Michigan 
Central Michigan 
ot Ball State 

at Western Michigan 


Kent 

ot Ball State 

ot Indiana 

Bowling Green 

at Cincinnati 
Central Michigan 
at Eastern Michigan 
at Akron 

Army 
at Toledo 
Ohio 


Akron 

at Hawaii 

at Army 

at Northwestern 
Eastern Michigan 
at Ball Stote 

at Kent 

Bowling Green 
at Western Michigan 
ot Miami (OH) 
Toledo 


Indiana 
at Akron 
at Eastern Michigan 
Weber State 
Bowling Green 
at Louisiana Tech 
Western Michigan 
Miami (OH) 
Central Michigan 
A at Ball State 
Nov. at Ohio 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
f Eastern Illinois 
ot West Virginia 
Eastern Michigan 
at Central Michigon 
ot Akron 
Ball State 
at Wyoming 
at Toledo 
Ohio 
at Bowling Green 
Kent 


PAC-10 


ARIZONA 
. 31 Texas-El Paso 
| 7 atlowo 
. 14 Illinois 
. 21 at Washington 
. 5 Washington State 
. 12 at Southern California 
. 26 Oregon State 
2 at California 
. 9 at Oregon 
. 16 UCLA 
. 23 Arizona State 


ARIZONA STATE 
Woshington 
North Texas 
Nebraska 
Oregon 
Boise State 
at UCLA 
Southern Colifornia 
at Stanford 
at Oregon Stote 
Colifornia 
ot Arizona 


CALIFORNIA 


Sept. 7 at San Jose State 
Sept. 14 San Diego Stcte 


1996 


Sept. 21 Nevoda 

Sept. 28 Oregon Sicte 

Oct. 5 at Southern Colifornio 
Oct. 19 at Washington State 
Oct. 26 UCLA 

Nov. 2 Arizona 

Nov. 9 at Arizona State 
Nov. 16 at Oregon 

Nov. 23 Stanford 


OREGON STATE 

. 7 Montana 
. 14 at Southern Colifornio 
. 21 at Baylor 
. 28 at Colifornio 

12 Washington State 
. 19 Stanfor 
. 26 at Arizona 

2 Arizona State 
. 9 atWashingion 
. 16 Northern Illinois 
. 23 Oregon 


. 31 at Fresno Stote 
. 7 Nevado 

. 14 Colorado State 
. 21 at Washington Stote 
. 28 at Arizono Stale 
. 5 UCLA 

. 12 at Stanford 

. 26 Washington 

. 9 Arizona 

. 16 Californio 

. 23 at Oregon Stote 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Penn State* 
ot Illinois 
Oregon State 
ot Houston 
California 
Atizona 
at Arizona Stole 
at Washington Stote 
Washington 
at Stanford 

‘ ot UCLA 
Nov. Notre Dome 
£ wba Classic, East Rutherford, NJ 


STANFORD 
= 7 Utch 
14 San Jose State 
St 21 at Wisconsin 
5 at Washington 
12 Oregon 
. 19 ot Oregon State 
Arizona State 
ot UCLA 
Southern California 
Washington State 
at Colifornia 


at Tennessee 

NE Louisiana 

at Michigan 

at Oregon 
Arizona State 

at Washington 

at California 
Stonford 
Washington State 
at Arizona 
Southern California 


WASHINGTON STATE 
at Colorado 
ot Temple 
Oregon 
San Jose State 
ot Arizona 
at Oregon State 
California 
Southern California 
at UCLA 
ot Stonford 
Washington 


WASHINGTON 
Pay 7 at Arizona State 
. 14 BYU 
1.21 Arizona 
= 5 Stanford 
Oat 12 at Notre Dame 
Oct. 19 UCLA 
Oct. 26 at Oregon 


at Southern Colifornia 
Oregon State 

San Jose Stote 

ct Washington Stote 


ALABAMA 
Bowling Green* 
Southern Miss* 
Vanderbilt 
at Arkonsos** 
Kentucky 
at N.C, Stote 
Mississippi 
ot Tennessee 
ot ISU -_ 
ot Mississippi 
Auburn* se 


ie Rod AR 


louisiana Tech* 
at South Carolina 
ot Auburn 
Mississippi 

ot Tennessee 


AlabamoBirminghom 
Fresno Stole 

ot Mississippi 

tSU 


South Carolina 
at Mississippi Stote 
at Florida 
Arkonsas 
NE Lovisiona 

5 Georgia 

” ct Aleboma* 

Birmingham, AL 
FLORIDA 
SW Louisiana 
Georgia Southern 
at Tennessee 
Kentucky 
at Arkonsos 
1SU 
Auburn 
ia” 
at Vanderbilt 
South Corolina 
ot Florida Stote 
. okie Fl 


GEORGIA 
. 31 Southern Mississippi 
. 14 at South Carolina 
. 21 Texas Tech 
ot Mississippi State 
Tennessee 
Vanderbilt 
ot Kentucky 
Florida* 
at Auburn 
Mississippi 
Georgia Tech 
* Jocksonville, FL 


at Cincinnati 
Indiona 

at Florida 

at Alabama 
South Carolina 
ot SU 


Georgia 
Mississippi State 
Vanderbilt 

ot Tennessee 


LOUISIANA STATE 
Sept. 7 Houston 

Sept. 21 at Auburn 

Sept. 28 New Mexico State 
Oct, 5 Vanderbilt 


Schedules 


. 12 
B19. 
. 26 


9 


16 
23 


30 


ot Mississippi 
Tulone 
at Arkonsos* 


* Lie Rock, AR 


ene STATE 
Sept. 


ct Memphis 
Lovisiona Tech 
at South Corolina 
Georgia 
Auburn 

ot LSU 

NE lovisiona 
at Kentucky 
Alabama 
Arkansas 

ot Mississippi 


MISSISSIPPI 


. 31 
7 


14 
21 


Idaho State 
Virginio Military Institute* 
Auburn 

at Vonderbilt 

Tennessee’ * 

at Alabomo 

Arkansas Stote 

ot Arkansas 

\SU 

at Georgia 

Mississippi Stote 


, MS 


** Memphis, TN 
SOUTH CAROLINA 


Central Florida 
Georgia 

East Carolina 
Mississippi State 
ot Auburn 

ot Kentucky 
Arkansos 

at Vanderbilt 
Tennessee 

at Florida 

at Clemson 


TENNESSEE 


Aug. 


31 


Nevodolos Vegas 


. 7 UCLA 
, 21 


3 


12 


VANDERBILT 
Sept, 


5 


14 
21 


Oct, 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 


Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 30 


5 


May 


19 
26 
2 
9 
16 


Florida 

ot Mississippi* 

at Georgia 
Alabama 

at South Carolina 


Notre Dame 
at Alaboma 
Mississippi 

at LSU 

ot North Texos 
at Georgia 
South Carolina 
Alobamo Birmingham 
Florido 

ot Kentucky 
Tennessee 


WAC 


AIR FORCE 


Aug. 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept, 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 


Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


BYU 
Avg. 
Aug. 
Sept. 


31 
7 
21 
28 
5 


Son Jose State 

at Nevadolas Vegos 
ot Wyoming 

Rice 

at San Diego Stote 


12 Navy 


19 
26 
2 
9 
16 


24 
31 
14 


at Notre Dome 
Hawaii 
Colorado Stale 
at Army 
at Fresno State 


Texas A&M* 
Arkansas State 
at Washington 


New Mexico 
SMU 


at Utoh State 
Nevadollas Vegos 
at Tulsa 

at TCU 

Texos£l Paso 


at San Diego State 


Boston College 
Ohio 

‘at Wyoming 

Boise Stole 

ot Fresno State 
Colorado State 

ot Son Diego Stole 
Nevode-las Vegos 
ot Air Force 

San Jose State 
BYU 

Wisconsin 


NEW MEXICO 


Aug. 31 


‘at New Mexico Stote 
Northern Arizono 
Central Florida 


at California 
Oklahoma 

Air Force 

Hawaii 

at New Mexico 
at Colorado State 
at San Jose Stote 


at Fresno State 

at Colorado State 
San Diego State 
at Hawaii 

at Washington 
Nevadolas Vegas 


Tulsa 

al Arkansas 
Utoh 

ot Navy 

ot BYU 
Missouri 

at Rice 

New Mexico 
at Wyoming 
at Texos£l Paso 
TCU 


at Oklahoma 
Kansas 

at New Mexico 
ot Tulane 
Texas-El Paso 
at Utah 

BYU 
Nevado-las Vegos 
at Tulsa 

Rice 

ot SMU 


at SMU 
at Oklchomo State 


New Mexico 
TCU 

at Texos£l Paso 
at Rice 


at Tennessee 

Air Force 
Wisconsin 

at Colorado State 
Wyoming 
Nevada 

ot BYU 

ot Hawaii 
Fresno Stele 

ot TCU 

San Diego State 
at San Jose State 


‘at Utah Stole 
at Stonford 

at SMU 

Fresno Stote 
Kansos 

at Texos£i Paso 
TCU 

Tulsa 

at Rice 

at New Mexico 
BYU 


at Arizona 

New Mexico State 
San Jose State 

at Northern Illinois 


ot Xion Vegas 


Fresno State 


SAN JOSE STATE 


Avg. 31 
14 
21 
28 
5 


at Air Force 


7 Colifornia 


ot Stanford 

ot Texas! Paso 

‘at Washington State 
Wyoming 


at San Jose State 
Western Michigan 
Fresno State 

SMU 

at San Diego State 
at Colorado State 


Linby’s FooTBALL ANNUALS 145 


1B-IV> Kansas City Chiets 
Baltimore Colts 


S8-1X- Pittsburgh Steelers 
‘S8-X. Pattsburgh Steelers 
‘$8-XI- Oaktand Raiders 
‘S8-Xil-Dailas Contoys: 
SB-Xill- PittsburghSteciers 
S 

5 


Superbowl 
Plaques 
$54 oa. ssarP2s 

You can own a piece of your favorile 

Super Bow! with this great tem! 

These plaques are available for all 

Super Bowls, (See Tankard for ist) 


SB-XVE- LA Fa 
SB-XIN- San. Fran. 
SUPERBOWLS I THRU XXX 
SB-XX- Chicago Be: 
SB-XXI- New York Giants 
XXIV 
S6-W0tll- San. Fran 


Toast the Saerps champions Sat tis — ane 
ic Te 


back has the s and opponents. RIM 
SUPERBOWL CHAMPIONS. Each tankard is richly banded in 
22K gold and fired at extremely high temperatures for Color-brite 
briflance, permanency and strength. 


a Bea. Complete set of 30: $500.00 
#LB22S #LBSS 


$8 XOXVEWash Redskins 
YOXVIE-Dailas Cowboys 

49ers-Team of the 80's #TPH80 

Steelers- Team of the 70's #TPH70 


Super Bowl gs. Superbowl Pins 
} Buy Pé ie Si Bowl 
Posters 3K Aesbretmer seed 
3 3 Oui pins individually for just 
Programs & $2 XX $10ea ¢poi 
SB XXV 

Pennants $B XXIV Or for $280 
Super Bowl XXXI Poste*r $8 Xx!!! you can have a 

$1 gn 8 ey complete set of all 30 

oa. #SBCPT Ea oO pins in a beautifully 


framed glass dispiay- 


XXXI Super Ticket Poster* % hi spoke 


$1 m0. #IGP $B XVi 


SB XV 
*Not available until 10/96 


20] a3 


*e* | week afer sme 


Super Bowl XXX Champ COYBOYS 


1 280z Cowboys Wrap-Around 
Champ Stein #XP22S. ra 
2 110z Cowboys Wrap-Around 
Champ Coffee Cup #XP22CC......$12” 
3 Set of 4 Champ Coasters #S830.$11” 


by Peter David 


$18" 


AVAILABLE FOR: 
SB-XX Bears vs. Patriots 
S8-XXI Giants vs. Broncos 
SB-XXI! Redskins vs. Broncos 


by Wilson svsees 
$250ea 
$225ea 
$200ea 


S8-XXVII Cowboys vs. Bills ... 
$B-XXVIII Coveboys vs. Bills ..... 
SB-XXIX 49ers vs. Chargers.......$125¢a 
SB-XXX Cowboys vs. Steelers $100ea 


SB-XXIII 49ers vs, Bengals........$175ea pe _ an te sizes Save $550 pee 
SB-XXIV 49ers vs. Broncos........$150ea icial ‘ootball avec ea 
Official S.B. 35:xxv sills vs. Giants $150ea Official White Panel Football 448 $65ea 
Footballs —$8-XXVi Redskins vs. Bills........$125ea__ (for autograghs) 


= 
The NFL- 

1 110z Wrap-Around Logo/Mascot 
; Coffee Cup Al30 teams avail. #XP20........ 
Set of All 30 Team Coffee Cups 
#XP206..... $300” (You Save $60!) 
2 280z Wrap-Around Logo/Mascot Stein 


$12” 


(not shown) All 30 teams avail. #XP21...... $18" 
3 Full color Helmet Design Coasters 

set of 4 All 30 teams avail. #NFL30.................. $41" 
4 Wall Pennants #9100... 55% 


Sticks to walls and any none ne aeice, 

Removable & Resealable, Self Stick, 6x17" 

one 0 a pack Available for: Cowboys, Chiets, Dolphins, 49ers, 

Raiders, Giants, Patriots, Packers, Bears, Steelers, Redskins, Bills. 

§ Static Cling Wall Decorations #9400.......$8” 
Sticks to walls and any none pores surface, 

Removable & Resealable, Self Stick, 11-7/8°x12-3/4" 

Mega 2 Sheet Pack. Available for: Cowboys, Chiefs, Dolphins, 
49ers, Raiders, Giants, Patriots, Packers, Bears, Steelers, Redskins, Bills. 
6 Window Clings $8" 
Show your team sprit with these set of 6 to 40 individual 

team logos, mascots, and Helmets (NFL) all on one 

12°x17" sheet . Mix & Match - Buy 3 or more get one Free! 
NFL (all teams avail.) -# 9300, MLB (most teams avail.) -# 9302, 


College- # 9301, Colleges Available: Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, 
wate Album, Colorado, Duke, Georgetown, Florida, Fla, St, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Kansas, lowa, Indiana, Michigan, Miami, Minnesota, Nebraska, N.Carolina, 
Notre Dame, Penn St., Texas, Tennessee, UCLA, USC, Washington, 
Meck Tech., Wisconsin 


7 All New Super Bowl Pins 
$12” ea. 
#7 Each pin list all Super Bowl Championships 


won by each team. Avatable for: Cowboys. 
fers, Redskins. Dolphins, Giants, Raiders 


Packers, St 


Also availableat $69.95ea (15x19"): 
Cowboys-America's Team #TPHDC 


Packers - Team of the 60's #TPH60 


NFL Logo Hat 
White Cotton >I 72%.o.3.#1001 


)Black Wool * 4 9°%.. #10018 
Also available for NBA, NHL, & MLB 


reas Jerseys $24” 


fav orite teams Tor youn: 


name on be 
NEL item#T79 


College item#P2500 © 


All new from LogoAthentic 


The Spike Hat 


+ 

= 

= $20* _ item#tas7 
Authentic ProLine Hal. All directly 
embroidered with NFL logo and team 
name with contrasting colors. As seen 
on Troy Aikman. Teams available: 
49ers, Bears, Bills, Chiefs, Colts, Cowboys, Dolphins, Giants, 
Packers, Patriots, Raiders, Redskins, Steelers, Vikings 


The own Hat 


» Dolph byphins. $19% classic adjustable woo! blend cap from 
sports specialities comes with white top and 
contrasting visor, with signature script team 
name on front. 
= NEFL:All tzams available item#NFLSCH 
NHL-All leams avaiable iiem# NHLSCH 
College: item# NCASCH - 
‘Alabama, BYU, Duke, Florida, Fla. St., Mia 
Tenn., Syracuse, Ohio St, Notre Dame, Ken 
UConn Georgetown, Virginia 


Super Bowl 
Champs Hat 


bailar eth be SF 
logos all on one hat. One size fits all 


$21° #SBCHB 
Also available for Cowboys, Bears, Packer 
Jets, Chiefs, Colts, Giants, Dolphins, 
Steelers, Raiders, Redskins 


All New 
Shadow Stitch 
Hat - $21" 


The shadow stitch is the official ProLine 
sideline players cap of all 30 NFL 
teams! The shadow stitch utilizes a 

unique embroidery system that provides 

depth to the teams Mascot name and logo, 

resulting in a high impact design that is a 

can’t miss attention-getier from either the 

tu, upper deck or on television. The coaches 
sthoveie features an ivory crown and 
team color peak. 

Adult: Al NFLieams available 

#NFLSDH One Size Fits All 

uit sze College: 2NCASDH. NHL; #NHLSDH 


MIAM, 


(except Jaguars & 
Patriots $189") 
item# PROJ 
Sizes 44, 48, 52 


NFL - Replica Sane 

Replica's of your favorite NFL teams. Dazzle cloth cowl and sleeve 

with nylon mesh body and silkscreened on name on back. 

Adullt sizes: (44), x1 (48), & XXL (52) $49.95 item# A790 

Youth 6), XL (18-20) $39.95 item# B790 
¢ player numbers only - No cus! 

2 on back of jerseys ¥ 


Not 


me at 


Also available in Adi 
NBA: #NBASDN 
Youth NFL $16.95 One Size Fits All - item# NFLSDHY 

in Youth size: Bears, Bills, Chiefs, Cowboys, Dolphins, 49ers 
Packers, Patriots, Raiders, Steelers, Vikings 


Pro Elite Denim Jacket * $94" 
100% Catton washed denim jacket - 
with leatherette collar and NFL team 


av ralab 
no extra ct 


College Replica Jerseys $44 
Replicas of your favorite colleg with team name on front 
and school logo on shoulders. Daz loth cowl and sleeve with nylon 
mesh body. Number 

are noted below 


Mami Orange 


Available for: 


logo directly embroidered on front color of J nson 229 «Michigan = Navy 
p of Jersey. No Fed 
andback item# NFLPRJ customizing ie 


Adult Sizes: M-L-XL-XXL Teams 
available: Cowboys, Giants, Eagles, 
Bears, Packers, Vikings, Raiders, 
49ers, Dolphins, Pats, Steelers, 
Chiets, Panthers, Jaguars, Jets, 
Redskins, Bills, Cotts, Ravens 


item# P2300 
Jerseys not 
available until 


ne embxoidered at neck. (Also 
m name, in Black or White.) 

¢ lycra in culls and collar for better 
ash, tumble dry. Made in USA. 


Full cut denim jong sleeve shirt with 
script embroidery on lef chest. 
All NFL teams avaiable. 

item# NFLPRT 
College item? NCAPRT : Miami, Michigan, 
Alabama, Arkansas, Clemson, Duke, lowa. 


Kentucky, LSU, Nebraska, N. Carolina, Tennessee, re 
lack, White, Re al, and h 
& Wisconsin. Call For Additions Plain Colors: Black, White, Red Roy N #BLKO800 


Adut Sizes: MiXL GAAM oe. xxi G4 D% ca, | Aut szes MLXLXG2ZI™. HOU SS2™¥o.. 
OFFICIALLY LICENSED JACKETS 


All Leather Jacket Wool/Leather Sleeved $260° 


NBA, NHL MLB & many 


ahitie except Eages & R 


N.Car 


Leather Sleeve 
Jacket fae 


AINFL, NBA, NHL 


Jackets have tendency to run small. Order one size larger than normal. 


1-800-356-4689 =cocc 1-800-356-4689 =cocc 1-800-356-4609 =2occ 1-800-356- 


0 


et you the best 
jin sports |apparel! 


‘FOX Network » Network Hats 


Jacket $1 1 9* 1 FOX logo on side 


(black wool) item# NET 18 $19" 


2 CBS Sports (Navy cotton) item# NET4 $16” $22% 

. - 3 CBS Sports (Tan wool) item# NET21 $19" 
Die Cast Stadium 4 sie" 

. 
Biplane Bank : peo 

95 | 

$39 item# NFL45 Adult Sizes: -XL7 NBA on NBC (White cot der $18” 
Each plane is a skilfully reproduced replica o! 8 NBC Sports (Wht porta Brim) #NET24.$18° Toast the Champs 
@ 1931 Stearman Biplane which fs hii SPRO41FX NBC Sports (Slouch Hat/Tan) #NET26 sis” Front: Fu color team logo.Rim: Year 


S and 


eason 


by authentic team and 
includes a personal team banny 
Each 9x 12 plane is made of quality 
die-cast metal and features 
free rolling wheels. 

rolating propeller, 

coin slot and release. 


1957 Chevy Die Cast Bank 
by Ertl Collectibles $32™ | items nFLas 


Each car is hi ted by aut! eam 
colors and logos. 7° Long, 2-14" high 


Die Cast Helmet Bank 
by Erti Collectibles $24" # NFL47 


Each is a scale replica of thi ual 


10 NBC Sports (Bik.Wool/Purple Brim) #NET25....$19” 
11 NBC Sports (Laser Stich/Blue Brim) #NET2H..$21* 


cluding opponenié are banded m 22 kt gold 


200z. Stein *18°%eca 
#FLB18C 


Collegiate football helmets are 
tine. Identical to the equipment us 
games, these full size helm: 
of the real gear. item# RID3O 


$209" ca 2ormore $199"ca 
Available for: Alabama’, Album’, BYU", Cienson* 
Florida, Fla.St.", Georgia’, & iy 
Mich.SL, Miss.*, Northweste! 

. Tenn, Texas, Texas A & M, USC, Wash 
pile mole "Cc rs 


199 Florida St 
1904 Ned aska 


1996 2 wks after game 


Football Field 
Champ Plaques 
5 items CUPFBC $a 


ALABAMA: Hi 


team heln 
Getail. so youl 


whole lineup. 


Endrunner $1 oO". AUBURN. 
#NFLBUG Authen Tea cannot guarantee a cert Replica Helmets $90".. Da Spy am 
a with sh or mask. Helmets aval Al NEL teams avai (#NFLRH) i stat Bb eciy 
long. Ages 3 and up. for all NFL Teams College (#CRRH) (call for available teams) ey 


Al teams available. by Mark Sportscraft 


FOO sson 


NEBRASKA- 
OHIO ST- Nat 


of your 


The Wave Parka 


by DeLong 100% nylon Supplex. Tri-colored. 
jered logo on left chest, and back. Stand-up 
« with hood. SIZES S to 4XL. See 
Wool/Leather Jacket chart for size. 

$1 34 20 #DELWVCL 

Available for most College teams - call for list 
No Returns Also avai LB, NBA, & 


NFL Novelty Items — 


A. Pennant #TNFP 


$49%e. 


#NFLBL 


NFL Standing 
Board & Team 
Magnets 


2 for $89 


mh lamp shade 
mounted ona 9°x12" solid 
oak base. Most Colleges 


Helmet $79" Ss and All NFL available 
Plaque #FP College Helmet 


helmet cut in 


ah ak Phone $250ea aNCTP 


MAXWELL 
FOOTBALL 
CLUB 


Maxwell Club 


A. Hat (Cotton/one size) 
#MAX 500 $5 


NFL NHL, NBA MLB. and NCAA ; pesay 3 eX 2 2 pa oral {glist sion 8, T-Shirt (Grey) #MAX200 
desig for al 6 teams Team Helmet Mugs $15 ea. Set Onl 30 BNFLBSS S60 Adu LXL. S18 XXL.....$20 


C. Sweatshirt (Grey) #MAX800 
Adult L-XL...$70  XXL.......$74! 
Directly Embroidered 

0. Denim Shirt (Blue) #MAX300 
Adult L-XL..$44" XXL... S49 

E Storm Lightweight Jacket 


Can be used as a Mug, a Can Cooler, or Pen and Pencil Holder on your desk 
All 30 NFL teams available. NFL: #TMGNFL 


y z Colleges available: Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Auburn, 
. Boston College, California, Clemson, Florida poe St 


Deluxe Standing Board {topiett) 
Size: 24” by 24", 


$49° item#STMBP 
Standing Board (bottomiett) 


C. Team Xmas Balls #XBNF....S7 
D. Set of all 30 #XBNFS $160 
E. Xmas Ball Stand #TS...........$3ea 


Superbowl Champs 


Minois, indiana, 
3 : ae ee ee re A. Hat- #FHSBH $22 *DELSTUX 
Size: 19 SB" by 14 3/8". Available in NFL, ~* Ponda, < gan St B. Pennant-#SPCPN. $7 dud LXL. ai 
NHL, NBA, and MLB designs C Seaanige if nS eae = SB XXX Bumper Sticker..$3__| ¢ Golf Shirt 
95 = ‘ Slane” tern ‘ #MSCBH Adult L-XL $49 
$39" item# STMB College: item#TMGCL F. Button aii 30 aval. 2ASB..........$5 
a ee ee ee ee ee eee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee G Set of all 30 SB buttons 
#ASBS su] 96 Yearbooks 


ITEM# DESCRIPTION TEAM 2ND CHOICE SIZE 


All yearbooks $10 unless noted. 
NFL Oilers Buccaneers 


| H. SB XXX T-shirt 
#SB200 UXL...... $18 


7 haat Redskins 
| College Novelty Items | Sue ies Reds 
A Pennants #ASCP Sees | Vikings Packers 
8. Bumper Stickers #ASCB......$3 Saints Patriots 
C. College Xmas Balls #TSC .$7 Call for 
D. Xmas Ball Stand #1S $3 adetions 


For more ordering space, attach additional sheet Total Merchandise Amount | $ Most colleges available. # NFLYB96 
Name “NOTE NY Sales Tax 7% $ 
‘fy lease call to see uct e lege of your 

Address Shipping & NC Sales Tax 4% $ Orders Onty choice Phone Order Service for Visa, M/C, 

Sales Tax Must - 5 - A ; the 
City/State/Zip Be Added Canadian Orders Add 20%  $ 1 800 3L0G0 89 AE, Discover 
Phone Delivery Charge $ For orders, inquires and Customer Service call 1-518-885-2800 

: Fax #: 1-518-885-0600 

Payment [)Check [] Money Order O)Visa (1) MasterCard [) American Express TOTAL AMOUNT* $ 


= 
SEND $3.00 —- QE 
($5 FOREIGN COUNTRIES) y-__4 


ate ge ee 


Card # 0 Discover 
Exp. Date FOR OUR SPORTS 
COMPLETE New ENTERPRISES, inc. 
SPORTS Location P.O. Box 327-LNDY96CFB 
Signature CATALOG! Saratoga Springs, NY 12866-0327 


$89 =c7e71-B00-356-4689 ccc 1-800-356-4689 =<2c71-B00-306-4689 S220 
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These publications are the season 
ticket to your favorite college team 


Now you can follow your favorite = | gemm==—=ay—> 


college team no matter where 

you live. Every publication listed 

provides player features, game 

recaps, opponent previews, 

recruiting updates and much, 
much more. Get your season 
ticket delivered to your door. 
Order your subscription today! 


01. ALABAMA - ‘Bama, Inside the Crimson Tide 
10 magazines, 14 newsletters, $35 
02. ARIZONA - Cat Tracks 33 issues, $49 
03. ARKANSAS - Hawgs Illustrated 19 issues, $44.90 
04. AUBURN - Inside the Auburn Tigers 
10 magazines, 11 newsletters, $30 
05. BOSTON COLLEGE - Eagle Action 12 issues, $34.95 
06. BYU - Cougar Sports Magazine 18 issues, $29.95 
. CINCINNATI - Bearcat Sports Digest 20 issues, $32.95 
08. CENTRAL FLORIDA - Into the Knights 11 issues, $20 
. COLORADO - Buffalo Sports News 20 issues, $35.95 
. CONNECTICUT - Husky Blue & White 14 issues, $32.50 
11. DUKE - Blue Devil Weekly 25 issues, $31.95 
12. EAST CAROLINA - Pirate's Chest 20 issues, $25 
13. FLORIDA - Gator Bait 32 issues, 2 previews, $47 
14. FLORIDA STATE - Osceola 34 issues, $48 
15. GEORGIA - The Georgia Bulldog Magazine 30 issues, $30 
16. GEORGIA TECH- The Sting 13 issues, $21.95 
17. ILLINOIS - Fighting Illini 18 issues, $32.95 
18. INDIANA - Inside Indiana 26 issues, $36.95 
19. IOWA - Voice of the Hawkeyes 25 issues, $42.90 
20. IOWA STATE - Cyclone Illustrated 25 issues, $38.95 
21. KANSAS - Jayhawk Insider 24 issues, $37 
22. KANSAS STATE - Purple Pride 24 issues, $37 
23. KENTUCKY - Cats’ Pause 35 issues, $47.50 
24. LSU -Tiger Rag 34 issues, 2 previews, $48 
25. LOUISVILLE - Scorecard 32 issues, $39.95 
26. MARYLAND - Terrapin Times 12 issues, $39.95 
27. MIAMI - Cane Sport 21 issues, $34 
28. MICHIGAN - The Wolverine 25 issues, $39.95 


. MICHIGAN STATE - Spartan 18 issues, $32.95 
. MISSISSIPPI - The Ole Miss Spirit 32 issues, $40 
. MISSISSIPPI STATE - Dawgs Bite 38 issues, $30 
. MISSOURI - Inside Mizzou Sports 24 issues, $37 
. NEBRASKA - Huskers Illustrated 17 issues, $42.90 
34. NORTH CAROLINA - Carolina Blue 40 issues, $39.95 
. NORTH CAROLINA ST. - The Wolfpacker 18 issues, $29.95 
36. NOTRE DAME - Blue & Gold Illustrated 20 issues, $37.95 
. OHIO STATE - Buckeye Sports Bulletin 30 issues, $45 
. OKLAHOMA - Sooners Illustrated 17 issues, $42.90 
. OKLAHOMA STATE - O State Sports Report 16 issues, $34.90 
. OREGON - Fighting Ducks Review 32 issues, $59.95 
. PENN STATE - Blue White Illustrated 28 issues, $42 
. PURDUE - Gold & Black Illustrated 26 issues, $35.95 
. SOUTH CAROLINA - Spurs & Feathers 38 issues, $32 
. SYRACUSE - The Big Orange 24 issues, $40 
. TENNESSEE - Rocky Top News 33 issues, $39.95 
. TENNESSEE - Volunteers Magazine 25 issues, 2 guides, $29.97 
. TEXAS - Horns Illustrated 20 issues, $37.95 
. TEXAS A&M - Aggies Illustrated 17 issues, $42.90 
. TEXAS TECH - Red Raider Sports 16 issues, $34.90 
. UCLA- UCLA Scorecard 18 issues, $43.95 
. USC-USC Report 18 issues, $43.95 
. VIRGINIA - Cavalier Corner 12 issues, $24.95 
. VIRGINIA TECH - The Hokie Huddler 33 issues, $34.95 
. WAKE FOREST - Gold Rush 16 issues, $24.95 
. WASHINGTON - Sports Washington 17 issues, $34.95 
. WASHINGTON ST.- The Coug 17 issues, $34.95 
. WEST VIRGINIA - Blue & Gold News 32 issues, $32.95 


CALL NOW 1-800-276-8401 


GEER RR Perrier pceaey 
Amount Enclosed: $[ 7] [ __| 


Check MasterCard O Visa City: | 


Cad Noch batoebi. py] Sallie oe TEE En 


Exp. Date: [| |__| Phone:(] | Ti TT TTT) 
Mail to: CSPA SUBSCRIPTIONS, P.O. Box 692, Holmes, PA 19043-0692 LIN 
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le » f all the crazy plot twists that distinguished North- 
4 Jp western’s 1995 transfiguration from Bambi to Big- 
QF foot, the absolute craziest was Wildcats’ coach Gary 
Barnett, shortly after the Rose Bowl, standing before a clus- 
ter of microphones and rejecting two of the most coveted 
jobs in his profession. 

Barnett was turning down Georgia, home of one of 
college football's genuine scenic wonders — hedge-lined 
Sanford Stadium — and a cluttered trophy case that con- 
tains almost as many keepsakes as a Smithsonian wing. 
And he was turning down UCLA, home of a talent silo 
that has placed more current players in the NFL than any 
other school. 

Instead, Barnett would remain in the Chicago suburb of 
Evanston, home of the longest losing streak in NCAA Divi- 
sion 1-A history: 34 games between 1979 and 1982. 

Yes, Northwestern. America’s Most Taunted. 

The Misfits of the Midway. 

The Purple Laze. 

The World’s Oldest Active Cupcake. 

“I weighed everything Georgia had,” Barnett told 
reporters at that Jan. 5 press conference, “and I weighed 
everything UCLA had.” 

He monitored the scales, only to realize there is nothing 
heavier than the anchor of a happy home. Continuing at 
Northwestern, he concluded, “is best for my family.” 

So it turned out the team playing only its second-ever 
bowl game — and first in 48 years — was only the second- 
most incredible milestone of the Northwestern Metamorpho- 
sis. The most incredible was Barnett, the hottest commodity 
in coaching, deciding a power-trip move to Athens: or West- 
wood wasn’t worth pulling the plug from Evanston. 

Barnett, who turned 50 in the spring, agreed to a 12- 
year contract. 

Drained after a three-week Rose Bowl trip, knowing he’d 
have to hit the recruiting trail hard upon his return, Barnett 
wasn't thinking 12 years ahead as the Wildcats’ charter flight 
landed in Chicago on the evening of Jan. 2. 

But what he saw floored him: His players — the guys 
directly responsible for the most dramatic about-face in col- 
lege football since lowly Stanford brought out its startling 
new T-Formation in 1940 and went 10-0 — walked past 
indifferent TV crews in the terminal. The news hounds 
wanted only to confront the coach. 

“That,” Barnett is saying now, a few months later, “is 
when I realized things had gotten out of hand. Nobody cared 
about what the kids had done. Instead, I was the story. Was I 
staying or leaving?” 

Recalls Brad Hurlbut, Northwestern's director of media 
services: “It was an absolute zoo and circus that night. There 
were something like nine TV stations waiting for us at the 
airport. Gary was mobbed. Everybody wanted to ask him 
about the rumors.” 

The rumors weren't exactly tabloid concoctions. Both 
Barnett and his lawyer had talked with UCLA officials during 
the Wildcats’ West Coast visit; Northwestern, meanwhile, 
was assembling a counteroffer recognized in sports-contract 
shorthand as an “L and L.” 


Long and lots. 

If Barnett declines to exercise a buyout clause in the 
eventuality somebody else — Notre Dame? — wants him in 
a few years, he will remain on the Dyche Stadium sidelines 
through the year 2,007. By then, Chicago could be flanked 
by two suburbs named Gary. 

“After I got through the 
flattery,” Barnett says, “it 
was a pretty 
basic decision: 

A coach con- 

stantly plants val- 

ues in his players, but 

if he can’t uphold 

those values in his 

own life, he doesn’t have 
much credibility.” 

His words take the 
high road, and his of 
motives may be noble. 4 
And there is the 
increased interest 
and the commitment 
to enhance the 
school’s athletic and 
football facilities, and 
in the age of parity, 
blah, blah, blah. ... 

But, still, Northwest- 
ern? 

“Barnett’s deci- 
sion surprised 
me,” says ESPN 
college football 
analyst Beano 
Cook. “Because 
you'll never con- 
vince me North- 
western can 
consistently compete 
in football. Don’t get 
me wrong, what they 
did last season was 
one of the great sto- 
ries of the decade, 

a tremendous 
accomplishment. 

But that doesn’t 

change the 

fact that it’s a 

private school, 

and very few private schools traditionally win in football. 
There's Notre Dame, Miami of Florida, USC, and maybe 
Stanford, which is able to attract some of those great Califor- 
nia athletes. 

“But Northwestern, Vanderbilt, Rice, Duke, the ser- 
vice academies — they're just not going to compete year 
after year.” 


by 
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The problem for the Wildcats, Cook contends, is one 
of academics. 

“They faced 12 teams last year,” says Cook, “and I'll 
guarantee you 50 percent of the players on those 12 teams 
couldn't have gotten into Northwestern. And remember, 
once you get the athletes in, you've got to keep them in. 
There’s nowhere to hide at a private school. Penn State, for 
instance, has majors in Tourism and Parks & Recreation. 
They don’t offer classes like that at Northwestern. 

“T won't say Northwestern going to the Rose Bowl last 
season was the equivalent of Haley’s Comet,” Cook contin- 
ues, “but it was close. Put it this way: I’m 65, and I doubt 
they'll ever go back to Pasadena in my lifetime.” 

This is nothing Barnett and his predecessors in Evanston 
haven't heard before. In 1991, former Michigan athletic 
director Don Canham saw the Big Ten’s acquisition of Penn 
State as an 11th member as part of a “hidden agenda” to 
usher the Cats out of the conference. 

Northwestern, Canham reasoned, can’t compete in foot- 
ball and “continue to justify itself as an educational institu- 
tion.” He envisioned the Wildcats joining the Mid-American 
Conference by the mid-’90s. 

As recently as last year, the possibility of Northwestern’s 
secession from the Big Ten again was brought up, this time 
in Sports IIlustrated’s college-football preview issue. Point- 
ing out that the school’s last winning season was in 1971 — 
that nearly 70 percent of the previous year’s rushing and 
receiving yards had graduated — “the Wildcats are lucky 
their best player is all-conference punter Paul Burton. Did 
someone say MAC?” 

Why, yes, someone did. But it wasn’t Gary Barnett, who 
as an assistant coach helped Bill McCartney pull Colorado’s 
program from the rubbish bin in which Chuck Fairbanks left 
it in 1983. In six years, the Buffaloes went from a 1-10 
punching bag to co-national champions. Their first order of 
business, though, was to bury the past. 

That philosophy has served Barnett well at Northwest- 
ern, where his three-season record was a modest 8-24-1 
before the 95 Wildcats went 10-2. 
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“We may have surprised a lot of people,” he says, “but 
we believed in ourselves from the time we started workouts 
in the summer.” 

Barnett put his preachings into practice before the sea- 
son-opener at Notre Dame, a team the Wildcats hadn't 
beaten in 33 years. Installed as 28-point underdogs, the 
coach explicitly asked his players to not carry him off the 
field after the game. 

“Let's act,” Barnett said, “like we've done this before.” 

Northwestern’s stunning 17-15 upset of Notre Dame is 
widely recalled as a wake-up call for the world. In retrospect, 
the more significant game was the one the Wildcats lost in 
their home opener. Blowing a 21-point lead in the fourth 
quarter against Miami of Ohio, Northwestern still needed a 
botched, last-minute punt to beat itself. 

The humiliation was the slap in the face that was sup- 
posed to have been Northwestern’s cue to return to Sleepy 
Hollow. On the contrary, it was a slap that shook up a good 
but groping team unaccustomed to nurturing 21-point leads 
in the fourth quarter. It was a slap that aroused the wild in 
the cats. 

They responded to the botched-punt debacle by beating 
Air Force, Indiana and Michigan on consecutive weekends. 
The victory over the Wolverines, incidentally, was the first by 
a Northwestern team at Ann Arbor since 1959. 

“After Michigan,” Barnett says, “we didn’t sneak up on 
anybody anymore.” 

The public's perception was slightly different. On Oct. 
22, owning a 5-1 record that included road victories over 
Notre Dame and Michigan, the Wildcats walked into Dyche 
Stadium against 2-2-1 Wisconsin as four-point underdogs. 

Northwestern 24, Wisconsin 0. 

Having clinched the school’s first winning record in 24 
years, Barnett’s team bulled through the rest of the sched- 
ule. With the methodical precision of a classic Big Ten 
team that chews up yards and eats up clocks, it took undis- 
puted possession of the conference championship when 
Ohio State was knocked off by Michigan in the regular-sea- 
son finale. 


Ironically, it was the Rose Bowl loss to Southern Califor- 
nia that revealed the Wildcats’ true colors: Down 24-7 in the 
second quarter, they staged a furious rally that culminated 
with a brief 32-31 lead. And though that was quickly squan- 
dered, Northwestern showed why its 1995 club was a col- 
lege team for the ages. 

At the end, the world saw a dejected Gary Barnett on 
the sidelines. He wasn’t slinging off his headphones or dis- 
gustedly kicking up a divot. He offered, simply, a calm and 
regal smile that said, “We tried.” 

Barnett has gotten accustomed to the pose. 

Over the winter he was named coach of the year by 
every foundation, association, publication and organization 
with the clout to engrave a trophy and a cook to prepare a 
banquet spread. 

“I never realized there were so many organizations out 
there,” says Barnett, who made it a point to accept every 
award in person. He also made it a point to accommodate 
everybody in one of those impromptu autograph lines that 
can form, say, between periods of a Chicago Blackhawks 
hockey game. 

“The autographs are non-stop,” Hurlbut says. “The 
other day, we were on a plane, and a couple of 7-year-old 
boys not only wanted Gary's autograph, they asked him to 
look at some plays they had diagrammed on napkins.” 

The box-office lines are healthy as well. The school has 
processed some 8,000 new orders for season tickets, more 
than its entire season-ticket base for 1995. 

But then, a year ago, the Wildcats were in the 25th 
year of a rebuilding project. Now they're the defending 


conference champs. Beano Cook’s never-in-my-lifetime 
argument notwithstanding, a return trip to Pasadena this 
season is not preposterous. 

A soft September schedule helps: Northwestern will 
open at Wake Forest, then go to Duke, before facing Ohio 
University in Evanston. The conference opener is at Indiana. 
There are tougher ways to start 4-0. 

On the field, Heisman-hopeful Darnell Autry, working on 
a string of 13 consecutive 100-yard performances, returns, 
as does stable quarterback Steve Schnur and standout line- 
backer Pat Fitzgerald. 

“If you include our punter and our kicker, we'll have 18 
starters back with us,” Barnett says. “If our team is as dedi- 
cated and focused on what it wants to accomplish as the 
team was last year, it can achieve the same kind of success. 
It'll come down to a matter of our mental approach and 
attitude, because the athletes themselves are pretty much 
the same. 

“Every summer, we tell our team the same thing: Last 
year was last year; put it behind you. I don’t see why that 
same message won't work this season. It’s really no different 
around here.” 

No different at all, except for 8,000 new season-ticket 
holders and sprawling autograph lines and nonstop banquets 
and hugs from strangers on the street and the plays 7-year- 
old kids occasionally draw up on the plane. 

By the way, the coach wrote a thank-you message for 
each of those aspiring offensive coordinators. When you've 
committed the next 12 years of your career to Northwestern 
football, nobody is too young to join the braintrust. 


Growing Up From the 
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NOTRE DAME 


FIGHTING IRISH 


No Blarney: Offense to Feature More Passing 


ack before Ron P owlus’ first 

national teleconference a few 

years ago, Lou Holtz facetiously 
told an interviewer the quarterback pos- 
sessed such special talents that Holtz sus- 
pected he came from Krypton. 

Whether Powlus has displayed Super- 
man-like skills in his first two seasons as 
the Notre Dame starting quarterback will 
buy you a debate at any South Bend cof- 
feehouse, but in the springtime he indeed 
was a man of steel. 

Literally. 

With a metal rod reinforcing his left 
arm, which snapped during the 10th 
game of the 1995 season against Navy, 
Powlus remarkably participated in limited 
throwing drills. He defied doctors’ predic- 
tions. He brushed up his drop back. He 
fine-tuned his deep ball. He did not run 
the option. 

“It’s frustrating because I feel like I 
could play, but I know that I can’t yet,” 
Powlus said during the spring. “I can’t 
take a chance. I just have to be patient.” 


1995: 9-3 overall 


Yet Powlus’ presence on the Irish 
practice field represented a risk to a quar- 
terback who has endured his share of hos- 
pital hardship since arriving at Notre 
Dame in 1993 as the most famous teen 
out of the East since the New Kids on the 
Block. His most recent fracture reminded 
folks of the broken clavicle that shelved 
him during his freshman year. 

And patience? Obviously a quarterback 
practicing play-action fakes with a rod in 
his non-throwing arm seems anything but 
patient. Actually he looked smooth, throw- 
ing spirals tighter than spandex. 

“Honestly,” Powlus said, “I can’t wait 
to get back out there.” 

So what's the rush? 

Perhaps a promise by Holtz after last 
January’s Orange Bowl loss to Florida 
State that he planned to revamp the typi- 
cal, helmet-to-helmet, bruise-your-sternum 
running game in favor of an expansive, 
four-receiver passing game that takes 
advantage of Powlus’ field vision and 
throwing accuracy. 


COACH: Lou Holtz — At ND: 92-27-2, 10 years Overall: 208-92-7, 26 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 7 Offense, 7 Defense, Punter, Kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: LB Bert Berry, RB Autry Denson, FB Marc Edwards, LB Kory 


Minor, QB Ron Powlus, CB Allen Rossum 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Irish can always run the ball well, and now with a com- 
mitment to make defenses respect their passing game, their offense has the poten- 
tial to be among the best in the country. The big-time linebackers highlight a 
defense that was sneaky good last season — gave up a lot of yards, but came 


through, too. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: If they're going to throw the ball more offen and more effec- 
tively, they're going to have to find some guys to throw it to. 

OVERVIEW: Notre Dame, remember, was rebuilding last season. The Irish started out 
unimpressively by losing to Northwestern, and then had to weather Holtz’s health 
problems and Powlus’ broken arm, but they got lucky a couple of times and 
improved as the season wore on. They grew up en route to nine victories, and now 
it looks like they’re good again. A three-game stretch against Texas (in Austin), 
Ohio State and Washington could cause some consternation, but this looks like 


another Top 10 team. 


The Irish tinkered with the offense 
against the Seminoles with fill-in Thomas 
Krug taking the snaps, sometimes from 
the shotgun formation. A few times, 
Notre Dame lined up with no running 
backs behind Krug, an alignment used 
again last spring. Holtz and offensive 
coordinator Dave Roberts, probably the 
latter more than the former, believe the 
change improves the offense because it 
adds another dimension. 

Powlus just feels like a kid again, back 
in Berwick, Pa., setting records and steal- 
ing hearts. 

“It fits me well. I ran a similar offense 
in high school for four years and the 
things we’re doing here are nothing new,” 
said Powlus, who likely will break Rick 
Mirer’s career touchdown pass record of 
41 this season. He enters the opener 
against Vanderbilt on Sept. 2 with 31. 

“I love it,” he added. “I think it’s per- 
fect. It’s the kind of offense that will allow 
us to dominate football games. We've 
always had a very impressive running 
game and we could really bury a team like 
that, but with an offense like this, mixing 
the pass and run, we'll have more of a 
chance to blow teams out.” 

Holtz refers to his new attack as the 
“Blarney Offense,” and some observers 
wonder if his strategic shtick is just that 
— blarney. Only a few days into spring 
practice, after a lackluster day when the 
receivers’ fingertips seemed covered with 
Vaseline, for instance, a frustrated Holtz 
wondered aloud to a TV reporter if over- 
hauling his offensive philosophy made 
any sense. 

After all, Notre Dame averaged 
419.5 yards in total offense last season, 
ranked sixth nationally in rushing at 
233.5 yards per game and 13th in scor- 
ing with 33.3 points. So why fix what 
doesn’t seem broken? 


IRISH QUARTERBACK RON POWLUS WILL 
LIKELY BREAK RICK MIRER’S CAREER 
TOUCHDOWN PASS RECORD 
OF 41 THIS SEASON. 

PHOTO BY DAVID DUROCHIK 
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FIGHTING IRISH RECRUITING 


Name / Position HOMETOWN Hic ScHoot / CouEGE 


Mat BRENNAN OL 6-5, 270 Mobile, AL UMS Wright 

Super Southern 100 by Atlanta Journal-Constitution # All-State Birmingham News Super 22  Four- | 
year iwo-way starter State champion in discus, 

Eric CHAPPELL QB 65, 220 Montgomery, AL Corver 
Super Southern 100 by Atlanta Journal-Constitution as linebacker # Threw for 1,600 yards and 12 touch- | 
downs as senior # Made 96 tackles and intercepted seven passes as senior free safety. 


| 


Jason CHING DL 6-4, 270 Honolulu, HI Punahou 

Parade All-American @ USA Today All-American # Rated No. 26 on Chicago Sun-Times list of Top 100 | 
players nationally @ Made 112 tackles (56 solo, 56 assists) as a senior # Had 14 sacks and 22 hurries. 
Deke COOPER RB/WR/DB 6-4, 205 Evansville North | 


Finalist for Indiana Mr. Football @ Helped team to state championship game @ Carried 88 times for 925 
yards and eight touchdowns as a senior # Caught 16 passes for 353 yards and three touchdowns. 


Lewis DAWSON WR 6-0, 180 Federal Way, WA Decatur 
All-State @ Long Beach Press-Telegram Best in the West @ As a senior, cought 56 passes for 726 yards 
and four touchdowns Career total of 107 catches for over 1,300 yards and 10 touchdowns. 


Joe FERRER LB 6-3, 230 Casselberry, FL Loke Howell 
Had 15 sacks, 14 tackles for loss, five fumbles caused and seven passes batted down as senior. 


Mike GANDY TE/DE 6-4, 235 Garland, TX Garland 
All-District as a junior # Helped team to 1994 district title and unbeaten season @ Had five receptions as | 
a senior Three-year starter on offense and defense. | 


Joey GOODSPEED FB/1B 6-0, 230 Montgomery, IL Oswego | 
Rated No. 6 among Best in the Midwest prospects by Detroit Free-Press @ Chicago Sun-Times All-Area # 
Rated No. 90 on Chicago Sun-Times list of Top 100 players nationally # Rushed 120 times for 1,296 | 
yards and 21 touchdowns as a senior @ Averaged 18 vec per game @ Averaged 42 yards per punt. 


Deveron HARPER WR 5-10, 175 Orangeburg, SC Wilkinson 

Super Southern 100 by Atlanta Journal-Constitution @ Caught 68 passes as senior for 863 yards and 11 

touchdowns @ Had three interceptions and 50 tackles @ Coreer totals included 142 receptions for 1,875 
yards and 23 touchdowns. 


Leon HIRES OL 66,280 Bradenton, FL Manatee | 
Super Southern 100 by Atlanta Journal-Constitulion Three-year starter # All-Area as a junior. | 
Jay JOHNSON WR 6-2, 170 Starkville, MS Starkville 


Super Southern 100 by Atlanta Journal-Constitution Helped team to 15:0 record and state champi- 
onship as senior @ Had 389 all-purpose yards and 30 receptions as junior. | 


Jim JONES DL 6-4, 260 Chicago Ridge, IL Richards 
Chicago Sun-Times All-Area @ Had 30 tackles, seven sacks and two fumble recoveries as a senior # 
| Graded 91 percent as blocker on offense @ Had 45 solo tackles, 46 assists, 10 socks as junior. 


Name / Posimion SIZE HOMETOWN HiGH ScHoot / Couce 


| Lee LAFAYETTE RB/WR 5-10, 188 Hopkins Pork, IL Bishop McNamara 

| Rated No. 8 prospect on Best in the Midwest team by Delroit Free-Press @ Chicago Sun-Times All-Area # 

| Carried 270 times for 1,819 yards and 28 touchdowns as a senior @ Caught 13 posses for 213 yards 
and one touchdown @ School record for touchdowns in a career (58) # Three-time All-Conference. 

| Lonce LEGREE LB 6:2, 248 St, Stephen, SC St Stephen | 

Super Souther 100 by Atlanta Journal-Constitution @ Recorded 194 tackles and 12 sacks os senior # 

Three-year defensive captain # Three-year starter. 


John MERANDI OL 6-3, 273 Blue Jay, CA Rim of the World 
long Beach Press-Telegram Best in the West @ Played center, offensive guard and defensive tackle # 
Three-time All-League @ Played youth hockey for 13 years. 


Rob MOWL OL 6-5, 290 Pittsburgh, PA Woodland Hills 
| All-State os a senior # Was 5-9 and weighed 170 pounds as high school freshman 


Ronnie NICKS DB 6-1, 215 Kilgore, TX Kilgore 

Three interceptions as senior # Three-year starter @ District MVP @ Honorable mention All-State @ Defen- | 
sive MVP on East Texas All-State team @ Had 90 solo tackles, six interceptions and three fumbles caused 
5 a junior. 


Don O'LEARY TE 6-5, 230 Westlake, OH St. Ignatius | 
Parade All-American @ Rated No. 4 prospect on Best of the Midwest team by Detroit Free-Press @ Rated | 
| No. 75 on Chicago Sun-Times list of Top 100 players nationally # Two-time All-State # Caught 46 passes | 
for 788 yards and seven touchdowns as a senior Two-year starler @ Long snapper. 


Jim SANSON K 5-11, 185 Scottsdale, AZ St. Mary's 

All-State # Caught 50 passes for 801 yards and nine touchdowns and rushed for 350 yards and four 
touchdowns as a senior @ Scored 346 career points # Kicked four field goals from longer than 50 yards # 
| Two-time All-State @ Kicked career-best field goal of 58 yards which was longest in the country in 1994. 


| 
BJ, SCOTT DL 6-4, 250 Brookville Franklin County 

All-State @ As a senior, made 110 tackles and five sacks @ Played offensive tackle @ Made 37 tackles as | 
a junior Finished 34-1 as state runnerup in wrestling as a junior First baseman on baseball team. 


Jay VICKERS RB 6-1, 205 Tallahassee, FL Lincoln 
Super Southern 100 by Atlanta Journal-Constitution # Missed last half of senior season with knee injury # 
| Rushed for 1,303 yards and 12 touchdowns as junior # Caught 12 passes for 240 yards, 


Antoine WELLINGTON LB 6-2, 230 Memphis, TN Trezevant 
Two-time All-State # Two-time All-Region and All-Metro # Academic All-State # Competed in shot put 
and discus. 


Brad WILLIAMS DL 6-6, 250 Orange, CA Mater Dei | 
Parade All-American @ USA Today All-American @ Top vote-getter on Best in the West team by Long 
Beach Press-Telegram # Orange County Register Defensive Player of the Year # Made 65 solo tackles, 
five sacks and 22 tackles for loss as senior # Had six sacks and 18 tackles for loss as a junior 


‘95 RESULTS 


95 STATS 


PASSING S : 
9. —=& : ept. 5 at Vanderbilt 
(9 3 0) Art Comp Yarpos Pct TD Int P 
15 Northwestern 17 | Powlus 217 1241853 «97.1 12 7) | Sept. 14 Purdue 
Krug 21 186 619 2 1 | 
35 Purdue 28 ____ RUSHING | Sept. 21 at Texas 
Al Vanderbilt 0 | NAROS ays 5 
Kinder Sept. 28 Ohio State 
55 Texas 27 Edwards 
- [oes | Oct. 12 Washington 
26 Ohio State 45 RECEIVING | 
: Svasen ae TD t. Ai 
29 Washington 21 SARIS B Sas cae 
Mayes 48 18.4 56 6 . 
28 = Army 27 Edwards 25 i eS Nov. 2 Navy 
| Mosley 17 15.8 5) 1 
38 Southern California 10 Chryplewiez 17 120 2 1| | Nov. 9 — atBoston College 
DEFENSIVE LEADERS 
20 Boston College 10 ' | Nov. 16 Pittsburgh 
TACKLES: Cobbins 105; Tctum 82; Berry 76; Moore 70;| | 
35 Navy 17 | Magee 69; Grasmanis 69; Wooden 63; Wynn 57. | 
WwW Air F 1 | INTERCEPTIONS: Cobbins 5; Rossum 3; Wooden 3. Nov. 23 Rutgers 
ir Force 4 | QB SACKS: Wynn 6.5; Minor 6; G is 4.5; yr, S | 
McLaughlin 2; ea <4 Sha a —w- Nov. 30 at Southern California 
ORANGE BoOwL | TACKLES FOR LOSS: Grasmanis 7; Wynn 6; Bennett 5; 
26 Florida State 31 Berry 4; Minor 3; Cobbins 3; Tatum 3. Dublin, Ireland 
La 
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Call it more of a tune-up. 

“We're still going to run the 
football, but we're going to be a 
little more wide-open in terms of 
the passing game, reading cov- 
erages, checking off and becom- 
ing familiar with what we’re 
doing and how we're doing it,” 
Holtz said, hedging a little at 
becoming the next LaVell 
Edwards. “But we still will run 
the football.” 


THE IRISH LEGEND 

Of course the Irish will. The 
running game has become as 
much a Notre Dame football tra- 
dition as the Leprechaun, 
Touchdown Jesus and, well, 
now NBC. Just the thought of 
installing a pass offense that 
asks Irish offensive linemen to 
rest on their hefty haunches and 
jab at sackmasters makes purists 
shudder in their blue-and-gold 
recliners. 

A shotgun offense at Notre 
Dame? Sacrilege. 

Every one of the starting 
offensive linemen position coach 
Joe Moore has tutored at Notre 
Dame didn’t advance into the 
NFL based solely on his ability to build a 
wall around his quarterback. Irish blockers 
take more pride in demolishing walls than 
crafting them. 

They do both better than most. Last 
year, opponents sacked Irish quarterbacks 
just 13 times in 11 regular-season games 
and the Notre Dame ground game has 
been well-documented. Just check the 
cleat marks on the facemasks of any Air 
Force defender, probably still there from 
last November's 410-yard rushing out- 
burst by the Irish. 

“] think our offensive line will be fine 
even though we lose two outstanding 
guards (Dusty Zeigler and Ryan Leahy),” 
Holtz said. 

But at Notre Dame, they simply plug 
in another plodder and plow behind him. 
Instead of Zeigler and Leahy, stalwarts for 
three seasons, the Irish will start Mike 
Rosenthal and Jeremy Akers. Returning 
starters Rick Kaczenski at center and 
Chris Clevenger and Mike Doughty at 
tackle give the replacements a sturdy 
cushion on which to lean. 

Besides, it isn’t as though Rosenthal, 
who started at tackle as a true freshman 
against heavyweights USC and Ohio 
State, and Akers, a starter before injuring 


PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


CORNERBACK ALLEN ROSSUM BROKE UP FOUR PASSES AND PULLED IN 
THREE INTERCEPTIONS — INCLUDING TWO FOR TDS — LAST SEASON. 


‘70s, Nick Eddy did in the ’60s, 
Paul Hornung did in the '50s ... 

Denson knows all about the 
rich Irish history. And he wants 
to amend it. 

“| want to be remembered,” 
Denson said quietly, “as the 
best tailback ever to play at 
Notre Dame.” 

For people who have never 
seen Denson dart into the sec- 
ondary, his wishes may sound 
like another arrogant athlete pre- 
dicting fame and fortune. But for 
those who have had a front-row 
seat to his jukes against USC or 
his jives against Florida State, the 
forecast simply sounds as possi- 
ble as rain in April. 

“Autry Denson is special,” 
Holtz said. 

The handoffs will be shared 
with fullback Mare Edwards, a 
senior with the diligence of a 
construction foreman, who may 
be the best all-around player on 
the Irish. Edwards gets the ball on 
third-and-2, catches the screen 
pass on second-and-10, makes 
the key block on the pass rusher 
on third-and-10, and inspires his 


a knee at the start of last season, have 
never been inside a huddle. 

“At guard, you're in the middle of 
everything and that will be a big change,” 
Rosenthal said. “I've never played it 
before in my life, but I talked to Rick 
Kaczenski and he told me there’s a lot of 
double-teams, which is fun. Starting those 
big games was tremendous for me. Now | 
have to do whatever I can for the good of 
the team.” 

A classmate of Rosenthal’s, tailback 
Autry Denson, enjoyed a similarly swift 
leap into celebrity. The soft-spoken Den- 
son is often quieter than growing grass, at 
times inaudible to the surrounding post- 
game media horde that grew in numbers 
after each game last season. Yet his 
actions between tackles and around end 
screamed greatness. 

His 695 rushing yards left him 61 
yards shy of Jerome Heavens’ Notre 
Dame freshman record of 756. Denson 
supplanted Randy Kinder as the top tail- 
back after Kinder found injury, then trou- 
ble, about midway through the season. 
Denson turned in 100-yard efforts against 
Army, Navy and Air Force, captivating 
fans’ imaginations the way Raghib Ismail 
did in the ’80s, Phil Hunter did in the 


teammates on every down. 

“We have some good senior leader- 
ship,” said Holtz, knowing his fullback sets 
the tone. 

Behind Denson and Edwards, depth 
worries Holtz. Kinder usually starts strong 
then fades. Versatile Robert Farmer 
showed signs of consistency last year, but 
remains iffy. Sophomore Jamie Spencer 
is full of potential, if not experience. 

Help may arrive with freshman Jay 
Vickers from Tallahassee, Fla., a hotly 
pursued game-breaker. And though no 
coach likes to rely on freshmen, Holtz has 
shown he will if circumstances dictate — 
as it looks like they will at wide receiver. 

By now, Derrick Mayes has an NFL 
contract, a new uniform and probably his 
own TV show. The flashy, dependable 
receiver who arguably was the best-ever at 
Notre Dame graduated, leaving a pile of 
question marks and role players. 

Holtz wants to employ a passing 
offense that stretches the defense, but 
who will be pulling the cornerbacks deep? 

“This is real acute because we have 
absolutely nobody that we know that we 
can go to who has big-play capability,” 
Holtz said. “You go back and we have 
had Tim Brown, then Rocket Ismail, then 
Lake Dawson and Derrick Mayes. We 


1996 


Linpy’s FooTBau. ANNUALS 161 


FIGHTING IRISH SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Ciass HT, HOMETOWN 
Jeremy Akers OG Sr. 66 300 Washington, DC 
41 Joe Bobey IB Sr. 62 222 _Lovisville, KY 
28 Ken Barry Fei. 60 22h Berkeley, MO 
61 John Beeler WB Or 60 229 Jocksonville, FL 
56 Kurt Belisle DE Jr. 63 251 Bradley, It 
95 Corey Bennett DE Jr. 6&1 251 Doraville, GA 
| 13. Bert Bery OB S. 63 245 Humble, TK 
82 Bobby Brown SE So 63 185  Louderill, FL 
53 Lamont Bryant DE So. 64 253 Georgetown, SC 
58 Mike Burgdod TES. 61 222 Sparta, NI 
40. Kevin Corretta TES. 6&1 239 Fort Woyne 
12 Scott Cengla K Jj. 5:10 180 Melbourne, FL 
89 John Gerasani DE So. 6-4 258 Schoumburg, Ik _ 
18 Cikai Champion SE Sr. 5:10 183 Tyler, X 
98 Pete Chryplewicz TE Sr. 65 265 Sterling Heights, Ml 
75 Chris Clevenger OT Sr. 68 290 Wichita, KS 
6 lyron Cobbins 1B Sr. §=— 60. 246 Kansas City, KS 
14 _ Wory Covington CB, §=5-10 168 Dacahx, GA 
5] Mein Dansby DE Sr 64 288 Birmingham, AL 
23 Autry Denson TB So. 5:10 189 Lauderhill, FL 
86 Mike Denvir TE Sr. 64 246 Hinsdole, I 
73. Mike Doughty OT S. 68 313 Elko, MN 
| 16 Todd Dvorak K So 5:10 175 Granger 
30 Jarvis Edison Sk. 64 219 BoyGiy, TK 
44 Mare Edwards FB OSr. ~=6-0 += 237 Norwood, OH 
31 Robert Farmer TB Sr. 511 227 Bolingbrook, IL 
| 62. John Farrell C Sr. 5:10 253 Ock Lown, IL 
87 Jimmy Friday DE So. 62 240 Missouri City, TX 
23 Bill Gibbs FS Sr. «5:10 -171 ‘River Forest, IL 
24. Ty Goode FS. 511 189. Lincoln, NE 
65 Malt Griesbach OG sb 6&1 258 Tulare, CA 
38 Paul Grimm DB obs. ~=—5-9 +169 Coral Springs, FL 
39 Benny Guilbeoux SS So. 62 202 Opelousas, LA 
27 Bobbie Howard WB = So. 5:10 228 Rand, W 
7 Jarious Jockson QB So. 61 218 Tupelo, MS 
80 Malcolm Johnson SE Jr 65 203 Washington, DC 
92 Albert Jones WR Sr. 511 183 Mercer Island, WA 
| 85. Antwon Jones NG So. 63 258 Piquo,OH 
55. Shelion Jordon DE So. 63 241 Opelousos, LA 
57. Rick Kaczenski CS. 64 264 Erie, PA 
66. Jel Kilburg C Sr. 64-283 Park Ridge, It 
TS Sr. 9&1 = 204 East Lansing, MI 


25 Randy Kinder 


Roster and depth chart subject to change. 


Pos. Cass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
20. Kevin Kopka K So 57 196 Hollywood, FL 
59 Matthew Kunz SS Jr. = 61-216 Las Vegas, NV 
42 AllonMoiden == NG Sr. 64 271 Dallas, IX 
45 Chris McCarthy K Je. 51-213 Arlington, VA 
17 MorkMeKenna QBS. 5:8 194 Hinsdale, I 
33. John Mclaughlin OW Jr. 6-4 236 Volencio, CA 
4 Kory Minor OB So. 62 235 loVeme,CA 
47 Bill Mitoulos Bde 61 229 Toron'o, Conode 
5 Emmett Mosley FL Sr. §=5-8 =184 = Aurora, CA 
52 AlexMveler == OG So. 6-6 = 275 _Ellicot City, MD 
94 Justin Orr WR Sr. 62 235 Minooko, I 
35. Scolt Palumbo P Sr. 5-11 189 Phoenix, AZ 
50 Dovid Payne OL So. 61 284 Baltimore, MD 
10 Mike Perona QB Sr. «6:2 197 Perv, IL 
54 Luke Petitgout Tt Ss 6-6 285 Georgetown, DE 
35 Robert Phelps CB Sr. =60 185 N. Richland Hill, TX 
3 Ron Powlus QB Sr. 62 222 Berwick, PA 
69 David Quist NG Sr. 65 290 Boulder, CO 
60 Sean Rogers OT Sr. 60 292 SantoRoso, CA 
70 Tim Ridder OG So 67 297 Omoho,NE 
97 Corey Redder OW J. 6:0 226 Foreshille, MD 
15. Poul Rogers QB Sr. «62 220 SantaRosa, CA 
79 Mike Rosenthal OG So. 6&7 310 Granger 
15 Allen Rossum CB od. 58 178 Dallas, 1X 
29 A’Joni Sanders SS. So. 5:1] 182 Houston, TX 
16 John Shingler QB So. =&1 231 Wilmington, NC 
91 Dorel Smith DE Sr. 65 276 Milwoukee, WI 
8 Hunter Smith P/WR So. 62 210 Sherman, TX 
34 _Jomie Spencer FB So. = 6-0 9-247 Monroe, LA 
83 Scott Sollmann FL Sr. §=5-8 ~=—159 Cincinnati, OH 
78 Jon Spickelmier C ok. ~=—63 267 Jacksonville, FL 
21 Shannon Stephens CB So. «5-10 179 Houston, TX 
12. Mario Strayhorn FS So. =&1 210 Cincinnati, OH 
2. Kinnon Tatum WB Sr. 60 224 Fayetteville, NC 
49 Joe Thomas WB So. 62 226 Dallas, IX 
3% Chris Wachtel P Sr 60 211 Massillon, OH 
43 Bill Wogosy OW Sr. 63 225 Springfield, MO 
67 John Wagner OT So 67 320 Cheshire, CT 
71 Jeery Wisne OG So 67 285 Tulo,OK 
48 Renaldo Wynn DE Sr. 63 275 Chicago, Il 


otre Dame suffered a major blow when doctors 

discovered congenital abnormalities in quarter- 

back Thomas Krug’s neck that will end his foot- 
ball career, 

"If he would be hit from the front with his head 
flexed forward, there could be serious trouble,” said 
Dr. Willard Yergler, the team physician. 

lronically, doctors only found out about the condi- 
tion after Krug injured his neck in a spring scrimmage. 
The hit he sustained didn’t cause the problem, Krug 
simply was born with it and nobody had detected it 
until now. The university sought several medical opin- 
ions before arriving at a decision. 

"We're losing more than just a quarterback,” 
coach Lou Holtz said. “We're losing an outstanding 
young man who has earned the respect of his team- 
mates and coaches.” 

 Krug’s loss makes the strong spring showing by 
sophomore quarterback Jarious Jackson even more 
important to the Irish. Jackson, an option threat, earned 
most valuable player honors in the team’s final public 
spring scrimmage and, more significantly, earned 
Holtz's respect. 


SPRING UPDATE 


“He has a little Tony Rice in him,” Holtz said, 
the highest praise the Irish coach could heap on a 
quarterback. 

Holtz saw so much athleticism in Jackson that 
Irish coaches will spend part of the summer trying to 
find ways Jackson and starter Ron Powlus can be on 
the field at the same time. He may play receiver, tail- 


back, slotback ... 


“| just want to play,” said Jackson, sounding a lot 


like Kordell Stewart of the Pittsburgh Steelers. 

Powlus welcomes the help. 

“He's too good of an athlete not to play,” Powlus 
said. “If we can use him, why not? 

@ Elsewhere in the backfield, backup Robert 
Farmer reinjured his knee and his status for this fall 
remained uncertain at the end of spring practice. Start- 
ing tailback Autry Denson capped a sterling spring 
with a 100-yard effort in the spring game after Holtz 
publicly said the job was open. 

@ Holtz received a clean bill of health after a 
checkup at the Mayo Clinic. He had felt some tingling 
in his neck, a result of the neck surgery last fall. 

— David Hough 


OFFENSE 


Numer QUARTERBACK YEAR 
3 Ron Powlus” Senior 
7 Jarious Jackson Sophomore _ 
Numeer FULLBACK YEAR 
| 44 Mare Edwards* Senior 
| 34 Jamie Spencer Sophomore 
23 Autry Denson* Sophomore 
25 Randy Kinder Senior 
5 Emmett Mosley Senior | 
| 


Scott Sollmann Senior 
Sput END 

80 Malcolm Johnson 

18 Cikai Champion 
TicHt END 


Pete Chryplewicz* 


Junior 
Senior 


Kevin Carretia 
Lert TACKLE 
Chris Clevenger* 
Sean Rogers 
Lert GUARD 


Jeremy Akers Senior 


Sophomore 
YEAR 
Senior 


| 71 Jerry Wisne 
Numer CENTER 

Rick Kaczenski* 
Jon Spickelmier 
Richt Guarb 
Mike Rosenthal 
Tim Ridder 
RIGHT TACKLE 
Mike Doughty* 
| 67 John Wagner 


*Returning Starter 


— DEFENSE — 


Junior 
YEAR 
Sophomore 


Sophomore 
YEAR 
Senior 
Sophomore 


Numper Lert END 
Renaldo Wynn* Senior 
Kurt Belisle Junior 
NumBer Nose Guaro 
85 Antwon Jones Sophomore | 
| 69 David Quist Senior 
Numser RicuT END YEAR 
95 Corey Bennett* Junior 
| 51 Melvin Dansby Senior 
Numeer Oursipe LINEBACKER 


13 Bert Berry* 
33 John McLaughlin 


Numer INSIDE LINEBACKER 
Kinnon Tatum* Senior 
27 Bobbie Howard Sophomore | 
| 6 Lyron Cobbins* Senior | 
| 47 Bill Mitoulas Junior 
Numaer Oursipe LINEBACKER YEAR 
Re: Kory Minor* Sophomore 
| 43 Bill Wagasy Senior 
| 14 Ivory Covington Junior 
21 Shannon Stephens Sophomore 
NuMBER RIGHT CORNERBACK YEAR 
15 Allen Rossum* Junior 
21 Shannon Stephens Sophomore 
Numer STRONG SAFETY YEAR 
39 Benny Guilbeaux Sophomore 
| 29 A’Jani Sanders Sophomore 
FREE SAFETY 
30 Jarvis Edison Junior 
24 Ty Goode Junior 
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have always had at least one big-play 
receiver.” 

Top candidates include Emmett 
Mosley, a steady but unspectacular senior 
with 28 career receptions; Malcolm John- 
son, a 6-5 junior whose next college 
reception will be his first; sophomore 
Bobby Brown; and senior Cikai Cham- 
pion, a converted defensive back. Keep 
an eye on incoming freshman Raki Nel- 
son, reportedly a Mayes clone from Har- 
risburg, Pa. 

Holtz also has toyed with the idea of 
using third-team quarterback Jarious Jack- 
son, an option-style runner, as a receiver 
in the same manner that the Pittsburgh 
Steelers utilized Kordell Stewart. 

“That’s the guy I’m most anxious to 
see this year,” Holtz said. “He is a great, 
great athlete.” 


Davie’s DEFENSE 

Fortunately for Holtz, the Irish defense 
should need no such gimmicks to survive. 

It was last January, and the recruiting 
race had finished its first few heats with 
the all-important finals quickly approach- 
ing. Bob Davie, a gregarious, down-to- 
earth guy, felt tired from the chase. But 
also from being chased. 

The University of California called 
about its vacant head coaching job. 

He visited Berkeley, probably sipped 
some Irish Coffee at the Buena Vista, and 
said thanks but no thanks. Back to the 
recruiting trail wearing Notre Dame blue 
and gold. 

A few weeks later, the University of 
Oklahoma called. This job is as desired in 
the college football world as the head 
taste-tester at Ben & Jerry's. Davie chat- 
ted, waited, and lost out late to Dallas 
Cowboys assistant John Blake, a former 
Sooners’ aide. 

Back in South Bend, they eventually 
celebrated the signing of another bumper 
crop of 24 blue-chippers. But none of the 
off-season transactions meant as much to 
the Irish program as the return of Davie, 
the only defensive coordinator at Notre 
Dame under Holtz to start a third season. 

“This is enough of a challenge for me 
right here,” said Davie, the interim coach 
when Holtz underwent neck surgery last 
fall and considered a popular choice to 
eventually replace his boss. “It’s just hard 
to walk away because we haven’t 
scratched the surface yet.” 

The key components of a front seven 
that gave up an average of just 12.7 
points the last four games also come 
back. Three of the most active defenders 


— outside linebackers Bert Berry and 
Kory Minor and inside linebacker Lyron 
Cobbins — look like interchangeable 
parts, just as they are supposed to in 
Davie’s system — a system that stresses 
speed over size. 

Freeing up those three will be fifth- 
year senior Renaldo Wynn, a mainstay 
last year, and Melvin Dansby, back after 
missing '95 with a neck injury. 

“I don’t know if there’s a first-round 
(NFL) pick in that group,” Davie said. 
“But there’s a whole lot of solid football 
players that all have a chance to play at 
the next level.” 

Davie only hopes he has enough ath- 
letes in the secondary ready to play at the 
college level. Three starters graduated, 
leaving corners Allen Rossum and Ivory 
Covington, the 156-pounder who made 
the goal-line stop against Army that saved 
the season, and safety Jarvis Edison as the 
only players with quality experience. 

“Tll have to be the one who takes 
charge,” said Rossum, the best of the 
bunch. “The secondary used to be the 
strength of this team, now it’s the part 
people will try to pick on.” 

Holtz agrees. 

“We don’t have outstanding speed in 
the secondary,” he said. “We're going to 
be young. This could be a problem area 
for us.” 

Despite the secondary concerns, 
Holtz enters his 11th season at Notre 
Dame healthy, happy and hopeful. He 
likes the way the players on this team get 
along with each other. He likes the way it 
swarms to the ball like flies to fresh meat. 
He likes the fact that it contains the 
planks he likes to build upon: a solid full- 
back, a quarterback who understands him, 
a defensive line that stops the run and 
linebackers who can run. 

“By the end of last season, we had 
gotten to the point where our players 
went into games expecting to win and I 
hope we see a carryover there,” Holtz 
said. “We know we have questions in 
terms of personnel. We want to get to the 
point where we can play a national cham- 
pionship-caliber team and not have to 
play a perfect game to win.” 

He can see that point through his 
glasses clearer than he expected. 

“We got the chemistry right last year 
and that’s important,” he said. “There’s 
no guarantee that this season will be a 
great year ... but I think we’re on solid 
footing now.” 

And that’s no blarney. 

— David Haugh 
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cod SPORTS 


PRESENTS 


ABC Sports’ Keith Jackson hosts the 

ultimate entertainment guide for 

Fighting Irish fans -- the Notre Dame 

Football CD-ROM! This incredible 

disc chronicles the complete history 

of Blue and’. glory from 1887 

through the 1994 season: 

¢@ 40+ minutes of video highlights 

¢@ Hundreds of photographs 

¢ Stories, stats, records and awards 

¢ Trivia game, fight songs, marching 
band, cheerleaders and more! 

¢ “Can’t miss” collectible for Irish 
fans of all ages! 

Runs on Windows and Mac! 


_o"_Only $49.95 each! 
1-800-SPORT-19 


(1-800-776-7819) 


http://www.unicast.com 


Call now to place your order 
or use the coupon below! 
Please use order code LS 


Notre Dame FB____ x $49.95 each = 

Shipping & Handling..............cc0 
| Sales tax (CA res. add 7.75%) ....ess00e 
Lota, cea ePeuscccseecseceeeths sosvas 


| 

| 

| Name Phone Number 
| 

| 

| City, State, Zip 

| Visa/MasterCard # Exp. Date 

: Signaiare E-mail address 


Visa, MasterCard, check or money orders accepted. LS 
Please allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. 
Stella Interactive, Inc, 2185 Faraday Avenue, Suite 100 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
= — — || 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


National Reeructiug * Natioual Keeruiting 
Big Ten Powers Till 


1. Penn State: The Nittany Lions got everything except a 

tight end. But what coach Joe Paterno and his staff did get was a 
spectacular group of academically qualified signees, which in this 
day and age means something. 

Quarterback Rashard Casey is this year’s coveted-by-the- 
world signal-caller who can damage you through the air or on the 
ground. What we have here is great speed (Joe Dawkins and Tit- 
cus Pettigrew); some huge, athletic offensive liners (led by John 
Blick and Chance Bright), great defensive line help (led by Marc 
Kielmeyer and Imani Bell), the nation’s finest group of linebackers 
(led by Courtney Brown), and four defensive backs who could 
have chosen any school in the country. 

And Paterno already has an oral commitment for next year 
from big-time offensive lineman Jason Bisson (6-7, 270), which 
has the Nittany Lions already out in front of the pack for 1997. 


Many observers rank the Buckeyes’ class 
as good or better than Penn State’s, but with some key qualifica- 
tion questions and no great prep quarterback. In fact, there's no 
prep quarterback period. California junior-college transfer Mark 
Garcia, though, could be a major talent. 

Coach John Cooper and his staff have done a great job of 
recruiting fertile Ohio and at the same time wading into ruggedly 
recruited battlegrounds and coming away with the prizes: In 
Florida, they got athlete Jerry Westbrooks, they plucked wide 
receiver David Boston out of Texas, and pulled running back 
Michael Wiley out of California. 

They had Los Angeles-area superback Durell Price until he 
realized late on signing day that his faxed letter of intent had 
been inserted upside-down, considered it a “sign,” and changed 
his mind to UCLA. Yet, with Wiley, Nick Goings and Gary 
Berry not receiving such signs, the Buckeyes did fine at running 
back, anyway. 


The Seminoles always make it look like 
it's a kill-everybody-off-at-the-end type performance which vaults 
their recruiting classes to the top, but in reality their classes are 
built early with scientific precision. 


Recruiting coordinator Ronnie Cottrell says the ‘Noles only 
needed 41 visits to sign 21 guys. Sounds more like selecting than 
recruiting. If a 50-percent batting average doesn't impress you, 
then just try taking the field against them. 

As expected, running back Laveranues Coles chose FSU at 
the end over South Carolina, even though they already had Van- 
nez Gooch and All-Americans at every position except tight end. 
Absolutely fantastic linemen help on both sides of the ball. 

Coach Bobby Bowden and the crew scored in Texas 
(defensive back Reggie Durden and linebacker Kwaesi Palmer), 
Maryland (defensive back Tommy Polley), Louisiana (defensive 
lineman Roland Seymour), as well as raiding Georgia (offensive 
lineman Ross Brannon and defensive back Coronta Cody) and 
doing well in the Sunshine State. 


Notably, the Cornhuskers hit the West hard, 
signing two of the top defensive backs in the Pac-10 in Mike 
Brown (from Arizona) and Ralph Brown (California). Both had 
been expected to become USC Trojans, but coach Tom Osborne 
has his program on a big ol’ red roll. 

As is necessary, Nebraska went coast-to-coast to put together 
a group with great players from just about everybody else’s back- 
yard: back Robert Pollard out of Florida, linebacker George 
Guidry from Louisiana, running back DeAngelo Evans from 
Kansas, lineman Sasho Becvarovski from Indiana, and quarter- 
back Clint Finley from Texas. And we mentioned the key defen- 
sive backs in the West. 

Great offensive line help as usual, and in-state athletes like 
J.R. Edwards and John Gibson, don’t get the national curiosity 
they deserve because the Huskers wrap ‘em up so early. 


Imagine if the Trojans had not 
lost linebacker Na’il Diggs (to Ohio State) and defensive back 
Ralph Brown (to Nebraska) at the last minute. But still, with guys 
like linebacker Chris Claiborne, wide receiver Stan Guyness, quar- 
terback Mike Van Raaphorst and lineman Travis Claridge — each 
of whom rates as the best in the West at his position — USC 
came out just fine. 
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The group of wide receivers is the best in the country, as a 
host of outstanding players apparently hope to become the Tro- 
jans’ next Keyshawn Johnson: Guyness, Troy Garner and Rod- 
ney Soward. And how did they sign the best quarterback in the 
West in Van Raaphorst fresh after getting those two prep All- 
Americans last year (John Fox and Quincy Woods)? 

The Trojans failed to bring in a breakaway back, although an 
imposing group of linemen (on both sides of the ball) and premier 
fullback Ted Iacenda will help set the table for next year. 


6. Notre Dame: ir you believe this game is won in the 
trenches then this 23-man class will open your eyes, as well as 
future holes in the line for Irish running backs. And unlike last 
year, when coach Lou Holtz lost a couple of key recruits after 
signing day when Notre Dame declined to admit them, these guys 
are all ready to go. Quarterback Eric Chappell turned down Steve 
Spurrier, and he arrives with a superb group of receivers. 


7. Michigan: Thinner than some Michigan diehards would 
like, but this class still has no positional gaps. All-American passer 
Jason Kapsner leads a balanced group, which is well-stocked on 
the offensive line (Jeff Backus and Paul Tannous) and defensive 
line (Steve Hutchinson, Dave Brandt and Eric Wilson). 


Players from 11 different states show the 
Vols’ excellent approach to the recruiting game. Alabama quar- 
terback Tamaurice Martin was the one Notre Dame really 
wanted. No pure prep interior defensive lineman is a surprising 
gap, but two SuperPrep Juco 100 guys in Corey Terry and Buck 
Buxton (rated as two of the top five JC defensive linemen in the 
country) add another dimension to this class. 


No, it’s not fair to consider quarterback 
Adam Bledsoe as the second coming of Drew, but he’s got talent 
... and so does the rest of this class. As usual, the Buffs drained 
California of some of its very best, including defensive linemen 
Sean Jarne and Ian Loper, linebacker Odell George and a deep 
bunch of guys ready to patrol the secondary. Coach Rick 


Neuheisel closed well in Texas, getting three key recruits at the 
end, most notably running back Ryan Nunez and defensive line- 
man Jesse Ware. 


10. LSU: The Tigers are back, which is at least partly why 
running back Mark Roman changed his mind at the last second 
and stiffed Mississippi State for Baton Rouge. Sure, Nebraska and 
Tennessee plucked some outstanding players out of Louisiana, 
but coach Gerry DiNardo is starting to build a wall around the 
state that tells others, “Don’t bother.” DiNardo had a signing-day 
party, which was warranted by getting guys like offensive lineman 
Alcender Jackson, running back Cecil Collins and defensive line- 
men Johnny Mitchell and Derrion Yates. 


11. Georgia Tech: Coach George O'Leary had some seri- 
ous long-term holes to fill in his offensive line, and one by one, 
the big, young blockers lined up to sign with the Yellow Jackets. 
Nine — count ’em, nine — offensive line prospects (led by Bill 
Madigan and Dan Mitchell) dominate this class, along with two 
big-time quarterbacks (Quincy Carter and Jon Muyres). It’s a class 
strong in wideouts and defensive backs, too. 


The Longhorns capitalized on their league title 
and victory over the Aggies by outrecruiting their arch-rivals, pri- 
marily loading up on a strong, deep group of barbeque-fed line- 
men. Texas once again struck gold in the San Diego area, signing 
two of the best prospects in wideout Brandon Healy and defen- 
sive lineman William Goodloe. The Longhorns also did well in 
their own state, as usual. Defensive linemen Cedric Woodard and 
Derrick Curry were keys. 


13. Florida: While not quite as nationally imposing as their 
last two classes — when SuperPrep ranked the Gators No. 1 and 
No. 3 in the country — this is another terrific group of players 
who can help the program contend for national championships 
into the next century. Despite losing Marcus Stroud to Georgia at 
the last minute, the defensive line group of Thaddeus Bullard, Der- 
rick Chambers and Buck Gurley is as tough as anybody's. 


LinDy’s FOOTBALL ANNUALS 165 


The National RECruiting AGVISOF) iiss a eteanuss 


The News Service For Serious Recruiting Enthusiasts 


P.O. Box 26825 « Austin, TX 78755 * (512)459-7000 * Fax 459-7373 
mailed by the following dates: 1996-97 National Recruiting Publications |7 “, 


A. Hot 100 in the nation 
July 3, 1996 Newsletter 


B. Preseason Preview Magazine 
August 5, over 1000 profiles 
and photos of top recruits 
nationally with school 
preferences. 


C. Top 200 in the Nation 
Oct. 10, Newsletter LEANINGS 


D. Big 12 Area Top 300 
ct. 10, Newsletter 


E. Southeast Top 300 
Oct. 10, Newsletter 


G. Bi 


March, 


Form of payment: 
(Please Print) 
Card Number 


Name 
Address 


City 


14. Clemson: t's difficult to get a big-time quarterback, 
and very tough to get two in the same year. But the Tigers 
signed three quarterbacks, led by All-American in-stater Justin 
Watts and Floridians T.T. Toliver and Rod Gardner, who could 
also end up playing defensive back. Defensive end Terry 
Bryant, defensive tackle Thomas Washington and linebacker 
Idris Price could become the nucleus of another great Clemson 
defense. SuperPrep Juco 100 pick Jason Gamble is another 
defensive line star. 


15. Ilinois: Losing defensive lineman Jim Jones to ND had 
to hurt, but the Illini was more than compensated with the late- 
inning victory for defensive lineman Eric Jefferson, who report- 
edly chose Illinois over Florida State, Tennessee and LSU. 
Everybody wants to be the next Kevin Hardy or Simeon Rice, 
which is why coach Lou Tepper signed seven linebackers, led by 
Robert Franklin and Michael Young. This is an extremely well- 
balanced class. 


16. Virginia: Ranging to Texas for tight end/defensive 
end Adam Westcott and to California for running backs, and to 
Ohio, Georgia, Florida for others, the Cavs extended their recruit- 
ing reach. A strong presence from the Eastern seaboard (lineman 
Brad Barnes and athletes like Tim Spruill, Demetrius Dotson and 
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Travis Blount) is another reason it looks like coach George Welsh 
has the Cavs in the high-rent district for the long term. 


17. Georgia: This group was looking pretty grim on Christ- 
mas Day when Glen Mason decided to stay at Kansas, but all 
those rumors about quarterback Mike Usry bailing on the Dawgs 
once Ray Goff left never materialized. Jim Donnan showed he 
could change the minds of people like defensive lineman Marcus 
Stroud. The bottom line is, don't underestimate this class, replete 
with fine receivers and defensive backs, along with running back 
Patrick Pass (5,046 career rushing yards). 


18. Miami: Well, they did it. With only 12 spots available 
due to NCAA penalties, the ‘Canes made every scholarship 
count, recruiting everything except offensive linemen. Coach 
Butch Davis and his staff concentrated on Florida and Texas 
(Damione Lewis was SuperPrep’s No. 1 defensive line 
prospect. Linebacker/fullback Wilbur Valdez of New Jersey can 
play, too. 


19. South Carolina: sixteen guys from Florida signed 
on, so that should tell you something. Brad Scott knows what to 
look for and where to find it. But some of his better prizes still 
came from other places like Tennessee, for All-World kicker 
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Courtney Leavitt, and Georgia, where linebacker Shannon 
Wadley pulled a decommitment on the Vols. 


20. Baylor: The Bears rolled the dice on a lot of players 
hoping they'd qualify academically. If they do, then this could be 
a class that eventually helps the Bears contend for the Big 12 
title. If they don’t, then Baylor will hope they eventually qualify 
and come in with a later class. We're figuring it’ll be somewhere 
in-between. Quarterback Odell James actually turned down 
Nebraska. There are some outstanding running backs, defensive 
backs and linebackers — but with Big 12 rules, Baylor can take 
just one partial qualifier. 


The Rose Bowl took a couple of years to 
pay off. With last year’s Top-15 recruiting class and this group, 


the Badgers appear to be building an outstanding talent base. Alll- 


American talents Mike Solwold (tight end) and Chris Ghidorzi 
(linebacker) are classic Badgers — in-state tough guys. And there 
are two big-time athletes coming up from Florida — defensive 
back Yusuf Shakir and wideout Willie Austin. 


22. Auburn: this is one of the better-balanced classes of 
the year. There is terrific help and big-name talent on both sides 
of the trenches, along with skill people who have done such 
things as rush for 362 yards in one game (Markeith Cooper), 
pass for 60 touchdowns in a career (Ryan Hooker), and catch 18 
touchdown passes in a season (David Hill). 


This is a big, 24-man group that contains no 
offensive liners, but the Orange already had 15 of them on schol- 
arship, anyway. There are a lot of linebackers, though, which was 
a primary need. Defensive lineman Vaughn Smith looks like he 
has the most potential of the Orange recruits. Florida option 
quarterback Dee Brown could eventually be the next Donovan 
McNabb, who is the next Marvin Graves, who was the next Don 
McPherson. 


24. Michigan State: The first name out of the box 
when you're talking about the Spartans has to to be Sedrick Irvin, 
aka Mr. Decommitment. Would it be Tennessee? Or Auburn? 
Alas, it would be Michigan State for the exceptional, if indecisive, 
fullback. Here is a fine group of running backs, with Leroy 
McFadden out of Milford Academy, who originally signed with 
Nebraska, North Carolina-transfer Andre Barkley, Shawn Wright 
and Aric Morris. 


25. UCLA: After nearly a month without a coach, the West- 
wood staff showed resiliency and guts down the stretch and came 
up with an amazing comeback under coach Bob Toledo. They 
beat any number of schools (notably Washington, Nebraska, Ari- 
zona State) in the last couple of weeks on guys like defensive 
backs Damian Allen and Jason Bell, running back Keith Brown, 
and others. “Fax destiny” even came into play with Durell Price, 
which illustrates just how well it was going for UCLA at the end. 


— Allen Wallace 
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TOP 96 IN ‘96 


Wipe RECEIVERS 


HOMETOWN, STATE (HS) COLLEGE 
Ba Boston a 3 TO Humble, TX Ohio State 
Omar Cheeseboro 6-3 175 Montclair, NJ (Immaculate Concep) Maryland 
Se eas 63 195 Sherman Oaks, CA (Notre Dame) Southern Cal 
Stan Guyness 6-3. 185 Los Alamitos, CA Southern Cal 
Qu U A RTE R B BA Ck K S dermale Kelly 6-3. 183 Greenville, SC (Berea) South Carolina 
Raki Nelson 6-1 180 Harrisburg, PA (Bishop McDevitt) Notre Dame 
HOMETOWN, STATE (HS) COLLEGE Titcus Pettigrew 6-3 220 Winston-Salem, NC (West Forsyth) Penn State 
came Carter 33 3 a see GA (S.W. DeKalb) Georgia Tech Rodney Soward Jr. 5-11 165 Fontana, CA Southern Cal 
Rashard Casey 6-3. 185 Hoboken, NJ Penn State Aaron Wright 6-0 170 Flower Mound, TX (Marcus) Michigan 
Tim Couch 6-5 215 Hyden, KY (Leslie County) Kentucky 
Odell James 6-4 205 Aldine, TX (MacArthur) Baylor 
Tim Hasselbeck 6-2 195 Westwood, MA (Xavier Bros) Boston College 
Jason Kapsner 6-6 215 Eden Prairie, MN Michigan D LAC E K | C KE RS 
Tee Martin 6-3. 215 Mobile, AL (Williamson) Tennessee Courtney Leavitt (DB) 6-0 203 Germantown, TN South Carolina 
Mike Van Raaphorst 6-5 215 La Mesa, CA (Helix) Southern Cal 
R U N N | N G B AC KS Terry Bryant 245 Savannah, GA (Johnson) Clemson 
Shaun Alexander 195 Florence (Boone Co.), KY Alabama Thaddeus Bullard ed 245 Live Oak, FL (Suwannee) Florida 
Darrell Bush 219 180 Jersey Village, TX Baylor Cornelius Burton 6-6 250 Houston, TX (Lamar) Oklahoma 
Leroy Childs 6-0 210 Pleasanton, TX A&M-Kingsville Derrick Chambers 6-5 240 Burns, NC Florida 
Laveranues Coles 6-1 195 Jacksonville, FL (Ribault) Florida State Eric Jefferson 6-4 250 Shreveport, LA (Evangel) Illinois 
Cecil Collins 5-10 205 Leesville, LA LSU Marc Kielmeyer 6-6 240 Westerville, OH (South) Penn State 
doe Dawkins 5-9 180 Hackensack, NJ Penn State Damione Lewis 6-4 250 Sulphur Springs, TX Miami 
Deangelo Evans 5-9 210 Wichita, KS (Collegiate) Nebraska Vaughn Smith 6-5 260 Oxon Hill, MD Syracuse 
Nick Goings 6-0 200 Dublin, OH (Scioto) Ohio State Marcus Stroud 6-6 250 Brooks County, GA Georgia 
lan Gold 6-1 200 Belleville, MI Michigan desse Warren 6-6 250 Dallas, TX (Carter) Colorado 
Vannez Gooch 5-9 170 Jacksonville, FL (White) Florida State Brad Williams 6-5 265 Santa Ana, CA (Mater Dei) Notre Dame 
Thomas Jones 5-11 190 Big Stone Gap, VA (Powell Valley) Virginia Steve Williams 6-4 260 Sapulpa, OK Oklahoma 
Patrick Pass 6-0 205 Tucker, GA Georgia Derrion Yates 6-7 230 Houston, TX (Washington) LSU 
Durell Price 6-0 220 Sylmar, CA UCLA 
day Vickers 5-11 200 Tallahassee, FL (Lincoln) Notre Dame 
Ken Watson 6-0 190 Harrisburg, PA Penn State 
Michael Wiley 6-0 180 Spring Valley, CA (Monte Vista) Ohio State L | N E BAC KE RS 
Courtney Brown 230 Moncks Corner, SC (Macedonia) _ Penn State 
Chris Claiborne oA 235 Riverside, CA (North) Southern Cal 
F U LLB A C K. § Chris Edwards 6-6 218 Sandersville, GA (Washington Co.) Georgia Tech 
Odell George 6-2 212 Vista, CA (Rancho Buena Vista) Colorado 
Daniel Alexander 230 Wentzville, MO Nebraska George Guidry 6-3. 230 Lake Charles, LA (Marion) Nebraska 
John Anes = 240 Grand Rapids, MI (E. Kentwood) — Michigan Andy Katzenmoyer 6-4 240 Westerville, OH (South) Ohio State 
Jacob Bush 5-11 230 Jacksonville, FL (First Coast) South Carolina Kwaesi Palmer 6-2 240 Sulphur Springs, TX Florida State 
Ron Dayne 5-11 250 Pine Hill, NJ (Overbrook) Wisconsin Idris Price 6-2 206 Milford, CT (Milford Academy) Clemson 
Ted lacenda 6-1 215 Newhall, CA (Hart) Southern Cal Eric Sturdifen 6-2 215 Richmond, VA (Huguenot) Penn State 
Willie Miller 6-0 230 Bellevue, NE (West) Nebraska Nathaniel Webster 5-11 215 Miami, FL (Northwestern) Miami 
Clifford Snell 6-2 242 Worchester, MA (St. Peter Marion) Syracuse 
Ti ¢ Hl T C N D $ Damian Allen 5-10 175 LaVerne, CA (Damien) UCLA 
Steve Coughlin 6-5 220 Ansonia, CT Stanford Gary Berry 5-11 205 Columbus, OH (DeSales) Ohio State 
Rufus French 6-5 227 Amory, MS Mississippi Al Blades 6-2 190 Plantation, FL Miami 
Mike Solwold 6-6 230 Hartland WI (Arrowhead) Wisconsin Mike Brown 5-11 195 Scottsdale, AZ (Saguaro) Nebraska 
Dwayne Goodrich 6-0 175 Oak Lawn, IL (Richards) Tennessee 
0 Ll Tommy Hendricks 6-2 205 Aldine, TX (Eisenhower) Michigan 
deff Backus 6-6 260 Norcross, GA Michigan 
Brad Barnes 6-7 280 Tabb, VA Virginia At 4 L ET ES 
Travis Claridge 6-6 300 Vancouver, WA (Fort Vancouver) Southern Cal LaCorey Collins (wr/lb) 6-4 210 Oakland, CA (Skyline) Oregon 
Mike Cook 6-5 280 Walpole, MA Boston College Gabe Crecion (te/de) 6-5 220 West Hills, CA (Chaminade) UCLA 
Leon Hires 6-5 285 Bradenton, FL (Manatee) Notre Dame Brandon Daniels (rb/db) 6-1 207 Ada, OK Oklahoma 
Alcender Jackson 6-4 300 Moss Point, MS LSU Reginald Durden (wr/db) 5-9 179 Houston, TX (Sam Houston) Florida State 
Jefferson Kelley 6-6 305 Cincinnati, OH (Colerain) Ohio State John Gibson (db/wr) 6-0 180 Papillion, NE (LaVista) Nebraska 
Ben Kopp 6-4 275 New Kensington, PA (Valley) Pittsburgh William Goodloe (de/te) 6-5 245 Spring Valley, CA (Monte Vista) Texas 
darad Moon 6-4 263 Panama City, FL (Bay) Florida State Gerald Griffin (db/wr) 6-0 175 Murfreesboro, TN (Riverdale) Tennessee 
Colin Sears 6-4 280 Russellville, AL Auburn don Muyres (qb/db) 6-2 180 Lilburn, GA (Parkview) Georgia Tech 
Marques Sullivan 6-6 315 Chicago, IL (Fenwick) Illinois Tommy Polley (Ib/te) 6-5 210 Baltimore, MD (Dunbar) Florida State 
Chad Ward 6-6 315 Kennewick, WA (River View) Washington Eric Stephenson (fb/te/de) 6-3. 240 Crescent, OK Oklahoma State 
Zac Zedalis 6-3 275 Alachua, FL (Santa Fe) Florida Jerry Westbrooks (fb/Ib) 6-3 215 Boca Raton, FL (Pope John Paul) Ohio State 
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OLE MISS 


Rebs Keep on Trying to do More With Less 


Gsectn is a tough find, especially 
in athletics. 

The golfer who shoots 68 moans 
about the lip-out putts that prevented a 
66. Football players who go 10-1 wonder 
aloud why they weren't 11-0. 

And a football team that goes 6-5? 

Well, that’s a no-brainer. 

“You always want to be better than 
6-5,” says Tommy Tuberville, the second- 
year coach of the Ole Miss Rebels. 

But, Tuberville admits there are times 
when 6-5 looks pretty good. Like last year. 

Tuberville inherited a team crushed by 
the weight of NCAA sanctions, a team 
picked by anyone and everyone to finish 
last in the Southeastern Conference West- 
ern Division. The Rebs were supposed to 
win, at most, maybe three or four games. 

In that context, 6-5 overall and 3-5 in 
the SEC looks pretty dang good. Espe- 
cially when win No. 6 came over arch- 
rival Mississippi State, at Starkville, gave 
Ole Miss its first winning season in three 
years, and stuck the Bulldogs with a 3-8 
record, their worst in eight seasons. 

“You always want to be better than 
6-5,” Tuberville said again, “but we would 
not want to play those last 16 months 
over again. We got as much out of the 
players and fans as we possibly could. 

“We got the alumni back in a positive 
frame of mind. Everything's back on the 
right track.” 

That upbeat feeling carried over to 
recruiting, where Tuberville landed several 
top players, including tight end Rufus 
French and linebacker Armegis Spearman. 

The question is, can Tuberville and his 
staff and his players keep it going? 

Last year’s leading rusher, Dou Inno- 
cent, and half the starters on defense are 
gone. The Rebels are still thinner than 
oxygen — just 48 scholarship players 
went through spring drills and Tuberville 
hopes to have 61 in fall camp, 24 below 


PAUL HEAD BECAME THE STARTING QUARTER- 
BACK LATE LAST SEASON AND HELD THE 
POSITION THROUGH THE SPRING. 

PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 


the maximum allowed by NCAA rules. 
And quarterback Paul Head has logged 
just three career starts. 

If the good news is the Rebels can play 
on television this year, the bad news is 
they're still ineligible for post-season play. 

Things don’t exactly look rosy for the 
1996 season ... but then again, they didn’t 
look too good at this time in 95, either. 

“A lot depends on how lucky we are 
with injuries,” said Tuberville. “We were 
lucky with that last year. We don’t have 
depth, so a lot also depends on how much 
they mature and how many positive things 
happen to us. 

“We've gotta have something positive 
happen early, like the Georgia game (an 
18-10 win in the third game last season). 
That Georgia win was a big, big victory, 
not just for winning the game but for how 
it brought everyone together.” 

Coming together has been a theme 
since Tuberville was hired in December of 
1994 to heal the wounds left by the 
NCAA hatchets that chopped apart Billy 
Brewer's program. 

Tuberville has done such a good job so 
far that his boss, athletic director Pete 
Boone, is making plans to expand 42,500- 
seat Vaught-Hemingway Stadium, even 


1995: 6-5 overall, 3-5 SEC (5th West) 

COACH: Tommy Tuberville — At Ole Miss and Overall: 6-5, 1 year. 

RETURNING STARTERS: 13; 8 Offense, 4 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Ta’Boris Fisher, QB Paul Head, CB Derek Jones, TE Kris 
Mangum, CB Gary Thigpen, DE Kyle Wicker 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Intestinal fortitude. Gumption. Pluck. A secondary that 
reduces opposing big plays. And a relatively soft non-conference schedule. 


though it has sold out but a half-dozen 
times since it was renovated in 1990. 

“We're planning for the future,” 
Boone said. “Five to 10 years from now, 
when we need more seats, we don’t want 
to start building then. We want to have it 
already built.” 

It’s that kind of attitude that makes 
Tuberville feel good about what he’s doing 
in Oxford. 

“Stadium expansion shows these play- 
ers we're going to get the job done,” 
Tuberville said. “It shows that the coaches 
and administration and fans believe in 
them. Adding onto the stadium is basically 
an investment for our future.” 

As for the present, well, “this will be 
one of the toughest years because of the 
scholarship losses,” Tuberville admits. 

That doesn’t mean there isn’t room 
for optimism. The Rebels have a favorable 
schedule, with two Division LAA oppo- 
nents and seven home games. Five of the 
home games are on campus, one is 
scheduled for Jackson and another is set 
for Memphis, on national TV (ESPN) on a 
Thursday night against Tennessee. 

Tuberville scheduled the first two 
games against I-AA teams with the idea of 
getting off to a good start, i.e., having 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Mississippi is probably the thinnest of all Div. I-A teams (even 
including newcomers like Central Florida and Idaho). An injury almost anywhere in 
the lineup, it seems, could create a significant drop-off. The offensive line has a 


chance to be pretty good. 


OVERVIEW: Tuberville probably should have been Coach of the Year last season, 
and if he’s able to patch together another winning record, they ought to name the 
planned stadium addition after him. But somehow, this group seems to know what 
it takes to win tough games, which is a trait many teams can only covet. 
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REBELS RECRUITING 


Name / Posmon Size HOMETOWN Hich Scxoot / Couece Name / Posmion Size HOMETOWN Hicu ScHoot / Cource 
John AVERY RB 5-10, 180 Ashville, NC Northwest CC | Casey MACKE RB Canton Canton Academy 
Two-time junior college All-State # SuperPrep rated No. 15 junior college player nationally. | | All: ‘Ste @ District Most Valuable Dalene Back @ All-Metro. 
I eg pe I lege pl Y 
Paul BOLDEN DE 40 evens leer: MAGEE DB 6-1, 180 Collins Collins 
| As a senior, had 68 solo tackles, bor quarterback sae ae reed fumbles and two ete recoveries. | All-District @ All-Area # As a senior, ‘had over 2,000 all-purpose yards and five touchdowns. 
| 
Darius BROWN DL 1, 265 Amory |_| Trey O’BRYANT DL/LB 6-0, 240 Oceon Springs Ocean Springs 
| USA Today honorable mention Al rAmericon 2 Bhechip str ated All-Region. | Three-time All-District # Mississippi Top 100 List @ Hod over 300 career tackles @ Four-year lefterman. 
Derrick BURGESS DE 6-3, 215 Riverdale, MD Eleanor Roosevelt ETERSON WR Germantown, TN ‘Germanlown 
All-State # All:Metro, Becchie Illustrated All-Southeast teen ; USA Today honorable mention All-American # Memphis Commercial 
Chod COOK LB 61,220 Calhoun City Calhoun City | Appeal Super Tennessee Team @ All-State # Had 72 career receptions for 1,427 yards ond 16 touchdowns. 
All-Area @ Three-time All-District # Honorable mention All-State # Five-time letterman | Robert REED QB 6-1, 190 Sandon Hinds CC 
| Ben CROSBY RB 62,2 Toylorsile Tayo east to play football and boskebal at Ole Miss @ Transferred to Hinds after 1995 opening game ot Arkansas. 
All-State @ Jackson Clarion-Ledger Sal Dozen @ Seloced to play in Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Game. | ALRICE 6-2, 203 Hottiesburg fiesburg | 
Fronk CUTOLO DB 5-10, 170 Boca Raton, FL Olympic Heights Second: ine All-State # Selected to play i in Alabomo-Mississippi Pal: Stor Gome # iste Clarion ‘Ledger Top 40. 
All-County @ All-Conference # In five games at quarterback, ae for 200 yards and rushed for 200 yards. Bradley ROBINSON R8/D8 5-9, 160 Union City, TN Union City 
| Comone FISHER TE 3, 240 St. Pius X Two-time All-State # Region Most Valuable Player @ Had 64 tackles and four interceptions as a senior 
Due to knee injury, did not play senior year @ All-State uesry Ale De as sophomore and junior | | Andre RONE 510, 175 Daytona Beach, FL Northwest CC 
Rufus FRENCH TE 225 Amory | Honorable mention All-American. 
Parade All-American # USA Todoy i American @ pee BS All-Americon. Adam SAULS GB/DB 6-0, 195 Heidelberg Hei bers heals 
Doniel GALLOWAY LB 6-4, 213 Pontotoc Two-time District MVP on offense # As a senior, had 21 ‘eaten passes and scored nine rushing touchdowns . 
Two-time second-team All-Division # As a senior, hod 133  ockes, two fumble recoveries and one inerception. Cloy SHORT SS $0, 205 Tupelo pcan 
Correy GEX QB Bay St St. Stanislaus Has two years of eligibility remaining # Two-time honorable mention junior college All-State. 
As a senior, passed for 913 ee 4 lt for 140 yards : ted 65 tockles. 
Britton SMITH OL/DL 6-5, 260 Herndon, VA Volley Forge Military Acodemy | 
Korey GRAHAM DB 5-9, Canton Canton Hod 105 tackles, 12 quarterback sacks and one safety in two years at Valley Forge # Two-year le#erman. 
Honorable mention All-State # tp six receptions for 100 yards per game. 
Reggie SMITH 6-2, 2 Amory Amory 
Joe GUNN RB 5-10, 188 Amo SuperPrep All Die Team ¢ All-State # ted 428 career tackles. 
| Ory Pp 
Mississippi Sportswriter’s Association Ms er of the Year in Mississippi @ USA Today beoak mention All-American. 
| | Armegis SPEARMAN LB 6-2, 225 Bruce 
Andre HARRISON DE Washington, DC Senigoreey cc USA Today honorable mention All-American # The National Recruiting Advisor All- Leia  All-Statel 
Asa sophomore, had 122 ssc er oo six — sacks and seven quarterback hurries. } 
Marty STOJKOVIC LB 5-11, 226 Tuscaloosa, East Central CC 
Grant HEARD WR 6-3, 190 Clute Brazoswood Junior college All-State @ Averaged over four yards per carry from Tlbock position. 
All-County and All-District as wide receiver and defensive a Averaged eight tackles per game os a senior. 
| | | Douglas STRONG DE 6-3, 235 Jackson Jackson Academy 
| Andy HORTON OL 6-4, 270 Clinton Clinton All-State @ All-Conference Caught six passes @ Member of track team. | 
| Team Best Offensive Lineman @ Mississippi Top 100 @ Three-year letterman # Lettered in track. | | 
THO Texas City, TX LaMar 
| Johnny JONES L8 6-2, 216 Botesville Northwest CC | | ae ¢ Mh cn ° Monier y bockeball and peararl ls — 
Has two years eligibility remaining # Jackson Clarion dadae prep All-State and Top 40 list. | 
Joson VAUGHAN GB 6-4, 195 Cumming North Springs 
Reagan KING P 3, 225 Ackerman Ackerman | 
Three-time All-District punter and slsecike @ Asa senior, averaged 42.6 yards per punt. | | SuperPrep All-American and Dixie Offensive Player of the ton °  aeChip illustrated All-American, 
| Trenton KING OL 6-4, 270 Helena, AR DeSoto Academy Amzie WILUAMS 18 61, 210 Philadelphia Philodelphia 


| Division Most Valuable Defensive Player # As a senior, had 126 tackles. 


| Two-time All-Conference @ District Most Valuable Defensive Lineman 


'95 Stats 


‘96 SCHEDULE 


PASSING A 
fn ae —————— —— ug. 31 Idaho State 
(6 5 0, 3 5 0) At’ Comp Yarps Pct TD Int 9 
250 143 1675 57.2 Sept. 7 Virginia Military Institute* 
13 Auburn 46 | | Head list 70" 1748s Slo meee 
56 Indiana State 10 : ___RUsHING Sept. 14 Auburn 
Yarps AvG ‘ 
Sept. 21. —_ at Vanderbilt 
18 Georgia 10 Innocent 5 Ri 
Smith 101 358 3.5 19 3 Oct. 3 Tennessee** 
10 Florida 28 Moore 40 217 5.4 46 1 
- RECEIVING Oct. 19 at Alabama 
/ 20 ~~ ‘Tulane 17 Yarps AVG ae | : 
== F lipo ?¢ a Oct. 26 Arkansas State 
6 Arkansas 13 Fisher 45 493). 110) 404 A 
Mangor 36 39110936. Nov. 9 — at Arkansas 
9 Alabama 23 Nicholson 25 330" 1913.2 48 4 
Nov. 16 LSU 
ai Gansu ‘0 DEFENSIVE LEADERS 
anderbi . 
TACKLES: Jones, W. 90; Lowery 85; Wicker 80; Jones, D. Nov. 23 at Georgia 
69; Wayne 50; Fortson 49; Knott 47. | . ae = 
34 Memphis 3 | INTERCEPTIONS: Jones, D. 3; Jones, W. 1; Desler 1; Thig- Nov. 30 Mississippi State 
| pen 1; Knott 1; Wayne 1; Wicker 1. 
? LSU 38 QB SACKS: Brown 8.5; Wayne 3.5; Wicker 3; Coburn 2. | * Jackson, MS 
ay : | TACKLES FOR LOSS: Brown 7; Fortson 6; Knott 6; Lowery | = $ 
13 Mississippi State 10 3; Wayne 3; Wicker 2; Jones, D, 2; Wilson 2. | Memphis, TN 
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TIGHT END KRIS MANGUM IS ONE OF THE REBELS’ 


TOP WEAPONS ON OFFENSE. 
PHOTO BY R. D. MOORE 


the former Rebel who 
was paralyzed while mak- 
ing a tackle in a game in 
1989, then died in 1991 
from complications of the 
paralysis. 

Their best shot at star- 
dom this fall rests with 
cornerback Derek Jones, 
a three-year starter who 
had a team-high three 
interceptions last year. 
Jones will wear No. 38. 

“Derek Jones is our 
leader,” said Kaufman. 
“And (linebacker) Nate 
Wayne is starting to 
come along a little bit at 
times. But nobody has 
taken Michael Lowery’s 
place yet.” 

Jones is the veteran 
of a secondary that 
returns three starters and 
might have more depth 
than any other area of 
the team. He starts at left 
corner. Gary Thigpen, 
who walked on last year 
and earned a starting job 


something good happen to the Rebels 
early in the season. 

That also should give the Rebel 
defense time to grow and learn, which 
also happened last season. 

The defense could have has many as 
three new starters up front, two new 
starters at linebacker and at least one 
freshman starting in the secondary. 

“We've gotta develop some depth and 
we've'gotta stay away from injuries,” said 
defensive coordinator Art Kaufman. “But 
even if we stay injury-free, we've gotta 
develop more depth, because that was a 
key for us last year. We played a lot of 
guys last year.” 

And none of them were stars. 

“A lot of blue-collar workers who 
played hard on every down,” said 
Tuberville, referring to the players who 
made last year’s defense the sixth-best in 
the SEC. 


IN THE TRENCHES 
Kaufman expects a similar cast in '96. 
Perhaps the closest the Rebels came 
to a superstar last year was linebacker 
Michael Lowery, a four-year starter who 
earned the Chucky Mullins Courage 
Award and thus wore No. 38, honoring 


as a true freshman, is the 
other corner. “With those 
two right there we really should be able to 
do some things,” said Kaufman. 

Walker Jones, who led the Rebels last 
year with 90 tackles, returns at strong 
safety, but might end up at linebacker. 
Redshirt freshman Ronnie Heard is No. 1 
at free safety. 

Johnny Desler, last year’s nickel back, 
Nakia Magee and Timothy Strickland pro- 
vide strong backup support. 

The Rebels aren't nearly as set at line- 
backer or up front as they are in the back- 
field. Nate Wayne, who started several 
games as an outside linebacker last year, 
is now the starting middle linebacker, 
flanked by Broc Kreitz on one side and Eli 
Anding on the other. 

How thin are the Rebels at line- 
backer? Anding and Kreitz both signed in 
1993 as quarterbacks. Since then, both 
have spent time on both sides of the ball. 
Anding was the backup U-back last fall — 
his crushing blocks helped pave the way 
for Innocent’s school-record 246 yards 
against Mississippi State — and Kreitz was 
a quarterback last spring, a safety during 
two-a-days and a backup linebacker most 
of the season. 

Adding to the woes: Anding missed 
most of spring with injuries and illness, 


prompting the coaches to move Walker 
Jones to Anding’s spot for the final week 
of spring drills. 

Johnny Jones, who played as a true 
freshman, then transferred to Northwest 
Mississippi Community College, has 
returned and will battle for one of the out- 
side backer spots. Spearman probably 
will play as a true freshman. 

Last year’s middle linebacker, Kyle 
Wicker, was moved to defensive end in 
the spring — and will probably stay there 
in the fall. He and tackle David Evans 
add experience to an area that badly 
needs it. 

The coaches named Evans the most 
improved player in the spring. He'll start 
at one tackle. The other tackle will be 
walk-on Richard King, the strongest 
player on the team with a bench-press of 
450 pounds, or Orlando Trainer, who 
came to Ole Miss as a defensive player 
but became a starting offensive tackle 
halfway through last season. 

“Tl go wherever I’m needed,” said 
Trainer, a fifth-year senior. 

The other end, Morris Scott, has 
added 15 pounds (he’s still small at 220) 
and is a good pass rusher because of his 
quickness. Quentin Wilson, a spot player 
last year at tackle, and redshirt freshman 
Ken Judon, are the backup ends. 

Junior-college transfer Andre Harri- 
son, who didn’t go through spring prac- 
tice, could be a key player at end. “He has 
a chance to be an impact player,” 
Tuberville said. 

In Evans, Trainer and King, Kaufman 
has three tackles he feels good about. 

“But we've gotta come up with two 
more,” he said. Candidates include red- 
shirt freshman DeWayne McCurdy and 
true freshman Darius Brown. 

With some breaks, Kaufman said, the 
Rebels could be as good or better this year 
than they were last year. “The effort and 
the scheme is there,” he said. “The big 
thing is we've gotta develop some depth.” 

The biggest question on offense is at 
running back, a very important position in 
the Rebels’ one-back scheme. Innocent 
and Mark Smith gave the Rebels a combi- 
nation of power and speed at that posi- 
tion last year, but both are gone. 


Micurty Mire Leaps Attack 

Into their big shoes steps one man, 
diminutive Artie Moore (5-7, 185), a 
transfer from LSU who sat out 1993, 
was suspended for the 1994 season, 
and spent last year seemingly content as 
a backup. 
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REBELS SPRING ROSTER OFFENSE 


No, NAME Pos, Ciass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN No. NAME Pos. Ciass Ht. Wr. HOMETOWN NUMBER QUARTERBACK YEAR 


64 David Abramson OG fr. 61 255 Cooper City, FL 93. Richard King DT J. 5:10 240 Fortlouderdle, Fl] | 13 Paul Head” Senior 
17 lowrence Adams HB Sr. 5-10 180 Jackson 78 Boyd Kitchen OT Jk. 64 285 NewOrleans, LA | Feu Stewart Patridge Junior 
7 Eli Anding BB Jr. 61 205 Etta 14 Broc Kreitz 1B Jr. = 6-0 200 Noperville, IL co a RUNNING BACK YEAR 
91 Gene Bames DT fr. 6-3 245 Homburg, AR 88 Ronnie Letson HB Fr. 5-10 170 Norcross,GA | | 28 Artie Moore Senior 
| 73 Jomie Beucom C Fr. 63 260 Columbus 21 Steve Lindsey P/K Jr. 6-0 175  Hottiesburg 33 Tony Cannion Sophomore 
56 Erik Beelman 1B So. 62 195 New Orleans, LA 6 Jef Lipp QB Fr. 62 195 Elizobeth, PA Numser H-Back YEAR 
53 Bo Bennett DE Fr. 6&1 235 Corinth = 50 Mait Luke Cc So. 62 255 Gulfport | 10 Ta’ Boris Fisher* Senior 
81 Adom Bettis TE fr. 61 216 Sherwood, AR 26 Thomas Nokia Mogee CB Jr. 5-9 180 Franklinton, LA | 17 Lawrence Adams Senior 
89 Damon Bilbrew SE Sr. 5:11 160 Memphis, TN 82 Kris Mongum TE Sr. 64 240 Magee Numer FLANKER YEAR | 
49 Jeff Boutwell WR Jr. 5-11 180 Marietta, GA 97 DeWayne McCurdy DT Fr. 6-2 235 Killeen, TX 23 Jason Clingan Freshman | 
65 Eric Bubrig OT Jt. 6-1 275 Harvey, lA 13 Brad McDowell SS Fr. 5:9 180 Bartlett, IN | 86 Andre Hollis Senior 
33 Tony Cannion RB So. 5-10 176 Melbourne, FL 85 Stephen Miles 1B fr. «6&1 = 235 Columbus Numper Spur END YEAR 
11 Paul Carrillo QB fr. 61 185 Chino,CA 47 Michoel Mitchell PK Fr. «5:9 +165. Shreveport, LA | | 89 Damon Bilbrew* Senior 
9 Jason Corter HB Fr. «6-0-1175. Luhkin, TX 48 Tim Montz K Sr. 60 185 Marietto,GA 49 Jeff Boutwell Junior 
| 79 Jonathan Casey OG Sr. 62 350 Woodruff, SC _ 28 Artie Moore RB Sr. =5-7 185 Hattiesburg Numser TicuT END YEAR 
25 Hunter Caston SE fr. 5-10 185 Bay Springs 69 Jeremy Morris DT Sr. 6-4 250 Moss Point 82 Kris Mangum* Senior 
23 Jason Clingan FL Fr. 6-1 180 Pontotoc 39 Jim Nichols P Sr. 61 180 Searcy, AR : 83 Tutan Reyes Freshman 
74 Devon Coburn OT sk. 63 260 Noxopater 32. Jason Nickel RB Fr. 5-11 185 Broomfield, CO Numer Lert TACKLE YEAR 
58 Chris Cola DT Jr. 5-10 250 Metoirie, LA 31 Som Owen CB Fr. 5:9 170 Gulfport 74 Devon Coburn* Junior 
32 Kevin Cooper P jy. 60 185 Olive Branch 1 Stewort Patridge GB Jt 61 190 Morgan City 65 Eric Bubrig Junior 
12. Tyler Craddock Sr. 5-8 200 Columbus 61 Shannon Provencher OG Sr. 62 270 Dunedin, FL 
68 Michael Day DE Jr. 61 230 Stone Min., GA 83 Tuton Reyes TE Fr. 63 250 Queens, NY | | 79 Jonathan Casey Senior 
46 Johnny Desler FS Sr. 60 175 Potomac, MD 80 Chod Rhoden WR So. 5-9 175 Jackson =I | 54 Omar Edwards* Junior 
54 Omar Edwards OG J. 63 280 Bradenton, FL 25. Nick Sagona PF. = 60 185 NewOrleans, LA | Numaer CENTER Year 
70 Joey Embry OT Fr. 64 295 Bruce 95 Morris Scott DE So. 62 215 louisville 76 Skip Joyce" Senior 
60 David Evans DT Sr. 6&1 275 West Point 47 Clay Short B® J. 60 205 Tupelo a 50 Matt Luke Sophomore 
10. To'Boris Fisher HB Se. 58 170 Jackson 4 Jeff Smith QB Fr. 61180 Hatiesburg NuMBER Ricut GUARD YEAR 
| 84 Mhikal Giron FL Fr. «= 61-180 Denver, CO 39 Morty Stojkovic 1B ke. 5-11 220 Tuscolooso,AL | él Shannon Provencher® Séitor 
20 Randall Green P/K Jr. 61 210 Tuscaloosa, AL 3 Timothy Strickland FS Fr. 5-10 175 Memphis, IN 71 Todd Wade Freshman 
13 Paul Head QB Sr. 60 190 Birminghom, AL 30 Gary Thigpen CB So. 5:9 161 Cleveland | NuMecr Rigut TACKLE YEAR 
2. Ronnie Heard SS Fr. 6&2 190 Clute, IX 40 Thurman Thomas SS. Fr. 61 187 LoMorque, TX | 78 Boyd Kitchen onion 
77 Kendrick Hickman OT Jr. 63 295  Lovisville 72 Orlondo Trainer DT Sr. 60 265 Starkville | 70 Joey Embry Frehrncit 
5 WoltHill SS Fr. 5-11 183 Oxtord 19 Todd Vowel QB Sr. 61 200 Louisville L : 
Returning Starter 
86 Andre Hollis WR Sr. 60 185 Morton re 71 Tedd Wade OG Fr. 67 275 Jackson 
85. Jorrod Holman WR fr. 5:11 174 Springfield, IN 37 Quincy Washingion TE Fr. 6-1 197 Pascagoula 
38 Derek Jones CB Sr. 5:9 170 Woodruff, SC 41 Nate Wayne (Bod. ~=60 = 220 Macon | 
92. Johnny Jones IB ok. 62 216 Boteoile 55. Matt Wells IB J. S11 215 Onlord = E F E N SE = 
29 Wolker Jones 1B ode. §=— 6:3) 210 Jackson 43 Kyle Wicker DE Sr. 61 225 liberty 
76 Skip Joyce C Se. 62 290 Trenton, TIN 58 G. Davis Wilson OT fr. 5:10 228 Paris, KY NuMBER Lert END YEAR 
36 Seth Joyner SS So. 5-11 185 Nashville, IN 90 Quentin Wilson DE Sr. 63 265 Queens, NY | 43 Kyle Wicker* Senior 
| 52 Ken Judon DE fr. 63 250  Philodelphio 15 Trent Wright FS Fr. 5-10 180 Mobile, AL 90 Quentin Wilson Senior 
| 68 Bobby Killion C/IB Fr. 5-11 215 Richmond, TX Roster and depth chart subject to change. | NUMBER Lert TACKLE YEAR 
—" - — = 60 David Evans Senior 
| 97 DeWayne McCurdy Freshman 
Numer RIGHT TACKLE YEAR 
SPRING UPDATE Vnometoe sae | 
| 93 Richard King Junior 
NumBer Rict END YEAR 
| wy : . ” ke > 95 Morris Scott Sophomore 
| [1's been seven years since Chucky Mullins suf- At the end,” said Kaufman, “when we were = Xen aes seis 
fered a paralyzing injury while making oe tackle, running sprints, he was out in front. He’s already fume Srictes Lhasa Yeu 
and five since Mullins died of complications from had a track practice and a football practice and ; : 
2 ‘ es 1 nee 29 Walker Jones Junior 
the paralysis. he’s still leading the sprints. = ae ae 
Now, Ole Miss senior cornerback Derek @ Senior RB Artie Moore was the star of two 4 
; & r : ‘ 2 NuMmBer Mippte LINEBACKER YEAR 
Jones is the first Chucky Mullins Courage Award scrimmages and the spring game, rushing for a : 

2 : . 4] Nate Wayne Junior 
Winner who never met Mullins, a former Rebel combined 448 yards. a ae ear rkor 
defensive back who died May 6, 1991. Jones, @ H-back Ta’Boris Fisher went wild in one es 

| oy Tee ¢ "| : Numser WEAK LINEBACKER YEAR 
No. 24 his first three seasons at Ole Miss, will scrimmage, catching 10 passes for 156 yards and ; 5 
oo a . 14 Broc Kreitz Junior 
wear Mullins’ No. 38 this fall. three TDs from starting GB Paul Head. : 
. A i ‘ | 47 Clay Short Junior 
Rebel coaches give the award each spring to @ Head coach Tommy Tuberville said Head 
. . We - ” Numer Lert CORNERBACK YEAR 
the defensive back they think most exemplifies the had a good spring, “but not as good as we had : 
z \ ae 38 Derek Jones* Senior 
courage of Mullins, who was injured Oct. 28, hoped. | think the player who made the most 
; ; ; : ; ‘| ¢ | 31 Sam Owen Freshman 
1989, in a game against Vanderbilt. improvement in the spring was Stewart Patridge. 
; o | Numser RIGHT CORNERBACK YEAR 
Jones, a three-year starter who led the Rebels He has a chance to compete for the starting spot. : 
: A : ae ney : 30 Gary Thigpen* Sophomore 
with three interceptions last season, was a natural @ Position changes: Eli Anding from H-back ; : 
| + . , 26 Thomas Nakia Magee Junior 
choice for the award. to linebacker, Devon Coburn from defensive tackle . F . < 
Defensive coordinator Art Kaufman said he to offensive tackle, Kyle Wicker from linebacker to a sort oa | 
knew Jones was a good choice after the first defensive end, Quentin Wilson from defensive | ms = — —— 
spring scrimmage. Sometimes seniors, especially tackle to defensive end, Lawrence Adams from | “ cna sue 
| three-year starters, develop a little senioritis during strong safety to H-back. New FE SAY YOM le! = nae fend on 
spring drills. That wasn’t the case with Jones. — Rusty Hampton | ey ——— 
46 Johnny Desler Senior | 
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Moore has been injury- and mistake- 
prone in the past. He held onto the ball 
better in the spring and proved that he 
can run up the middle. He also played 
with nagging injuries. 

“Sometimes when you're the starter 
you play through those things,” Tuberville 
said. “Now he’s the guy. He knows he’s 
got a chance to play on national TV and 
possibly lead the conference in rushing. 
He knows now if he misses a day, some- 
body might take his place.” 

“I'm not a different player,” said 
Moore. “I just have the starting role now. 
I realize my role is different and I really 
have to step it up this year and take 
charge of the running game.” 

His teammates noticed a difference in 
Moore in the spring. Trainer, the con- 
verted offensive tackle who’s now on 
defense, said tackling Moore was as diffi- 
cult as it was fun blocking for him. 

“History tells you that there’s only 
been one 1,000-yard rusher in Ole Miss 
history,” said Trainer. “You can look it 
up. Our goal each year is to have a 
1,000-yard rusher. I think Artie Moore 
can be your man.” 

Transfer Tony Cannion was Moore’s 
backup in the spring. Two players the 
Ole Miss coaches hope will challenge for 
playing time in the fall are junior college 
transfer John Avery and true freshman 
Ben Crosby. 

Head, a fifth-year senior, became the 
starting quarterback late last season and 
held the position through the spring, 
although Stewart Patridge made a push 
and jumped from third to backup on the 
depth chart. Head showed no effects in 
the spring of a winter sledding accident 
that injured the thumb on his passing 
(left) hand. 

Still, Head won’t have many NFL 
scouts making reservations for Oxford 
this fall. 

“He’s not tall, he’s not fast, he 
doesn’t have a strong arm, but he gets 
the job done for us,” offensive coordina- 
tor Noel Mazzone said. “He makes good 
decisions, and in this offense you don’t 
have to have a real gun to make it work. 
We've got a lot of stuff he can do and 
he’s done a good job with it.” 

In the fall, another QB prospect 
enters the picture. Robert Reed, who 
started one game last year at Arkansas, 
then quit the team and transferred to a 
junior college, signed with Ole Miss and is 
expected to get a look in two-a-days. 

Mazzone thinks his QBs will operate 
behind an improved line. Center Skip 


LINEMEN KYLE WICKER (43) AND QUENTIN WILSON (90) AND FREE SAFETY LAWRENCE 


ADAMS (17) HELPED MAKE LAST YEAR’S DEFENSE THE SIXTH BEST IN THE SEC. 


PHOTO BY R. D, MOORE 


Joyce, right guard Shannon Provencher 
and right tackle Boyd Kitchen are return- 
ing starters. Left guard John Casey and 
left tackle Eric Bubrig both saw some 
action last fall. 

“We're not where we need to be on 
the offensive line,” Mazzone said. “But 
we're getting closer.” 

The Rebels’ top two weapons on 
offense probably will be tight end Kris 
Mangum and H-back Ta’Boris Fisher. 
Tuberville expects Fisher to catch 60-65 
passes this season and Mangum to haul in 
“around 40 or 50.” 

“Fisher,” said Mazzone, “is definitely 
someone you've gotta keep your eye on. 
We'll put him all over the field. He’ll be 
at wideout, and in the backfield and in 
the slot.” 

If Fisher is the Rebels’ go-to guy, 
Mangum is the “safety valve,” said Maz- 
zone. “If they (defenses) start ganging up 
on Ta’Boris, we’ve got a great alternative 
in Kris.” 

Look for French, one of the nation’s 
top tight end recruits, to back up 
Mangum. French and Mangum might 
even play at the same time, with French 
as a slot, filling the role manned last year 
by Moine Nicholson, who is academically 
ineligible this season. 

“Rufus is such a good athlete that 
we'll get him on the field and get him in 
space and put him on the edges and do 
some things with him like Moine did last 
year,” Mazzone said. “He’s exactly what 
you look for in this offense to play that 
spot. He’s like a Shannon Sharpe, a big 
wide receiver.” 


Another newcomer who could figure 
prominently in the Rebel passing game is 
junior-college transfer Andre Rone. Senior 
Damon Bilbrew and redshirt freshman 
Jason Clingan are the starting wideouts, 
but Mazzone looks for Rone to challenge 
for one of those spots. 

“I feel better going into this year than 
I did last year,” said Mazzone. “Now, that 
doesn’t mean that we’re going to be any 
better, but I feel better.” 

Tuberville said the kicking game is in 
good shape. Tim Montz returns on field 
goals and PATs, and Randall Green has 
replaced the departed Lonny Calicchio as 
the punter. 

Fisher (punts) and Moore (kickoffs) are 
both proven return men, but Tuberville 
might take Moore off that duty and 
replace him with a young player, perhaps 
Strickland. 

“We'll fake some punts and some field 
goals again,” Tuberville said. “We're 
going to make it interesting. Our players 
like that and I think our fans do, too.” 

For the most part, the fans liked just 
about everything they saw last year. Don’t 
think Tuberville didn’t notice. 

“We've got a very positive attitude on 
this team and campus about Ole Miss 
football and the direction we're going and 
the foundation we're building,” Tuberville 
said. “We need to continue to build on 
that. Whether we win or not this year 
doesn’t matter, because we're still a few 
years away from competing for a confer- 
ence championship. But we’re heading in 
the right direction.” 

— Rusty Hampton 
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Offense Has to Catch Passes Before it Can Catch Up 


he compelling question surround- 
ing the Vanderbilt football team is 

» whether a promising defense can 
keep the Commodore ship above water 
until the offense catches up. 

Vandy head coach Rod Dowhower 
says, “Our defense is ahead of our 
offense and our special teams. Last year 
proved it.” 

- Excitement for long-suffering Com- 
modore fans was created at season's end 
when the Vanderbilt defense, loaded with 
the program's most talented players, 
turned in eye-opening performances 
against Kentucky, Louisiana Tech, Florida 
and, especially, at Tennessee. 

The Commodores beat only Kentucky 
and Louisiana Tech during an otherwise 
lost season, but that stretch created 
renewed hope that lasted through a winter 
and spring of higher expectations. Van- 
derbilt allowed an average of 16 points a 
game over the last four games of the sea- 
son, holding Kentucky to 10, Louisiana 
Tech to 6, and Tennessee to 12. 

And now there are 10 starters back 
from that defense. 

However, the repeated refrain, even 
among the most zealous Vandy fans, is, 
“If only we can generate some offense.” 

Give Dowhower credit for taking the 
responsibility on his shoulders as offensive 
chief, making absolutely no bones about 
the urgency of the matter and the fact 
that the struggle to rebuild a balanced 
offense is just beginning. 

Will freshmen coming to camp in the 
fall help? There is no way to know, but 
Dowhower probably would like to see 
some new faces behind the face masks. 

“There were some things about this 
program that were on the downside when 
we got here,” Dowhower said. 

The coach found what he considered 
a dearth of offensive talent particularly at 

TWO-YEAR STARTER BRIAN BOYKIN 

HELPED VANDY RECORD 27 SACKS 

FROM HIS END POSITION LAST YEAR 

AND IS ONE OF 10 RETURNING 


STARTERS ON DEFENSE THIS SEASON. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


receiver and in his search for quarterbacks 
capable of throwing a forward pass when 
he took the Commodore reigns from 
Gerry DiNardo the winter before last sea- 
son started. 

“We'd like to create more problems 
for the defense than just having one guy 
who can catch a pass,” Dowhower said. 
“That's basically what we had last year — 
Sanford Ware was our only player who 
could consistently be counted on to catch 
the ball. 

“That's where some incoming fresh- 
men are going to help this year.” 

Vanderbilt isn’t trying to airlift this 
team out of the offensive struggles that 
have plagued it for many years. But the 
Commodores did sign six high school 
receivers and a tight end in February. 

Seven other scholarships went to 
offensive linemen, youngsters who can 
be groomed to learn pass blocking skills, 
unlike many of the linemen who were at 
Vandy when Dowhower and his staff 
arrived. 

“It’s just a matter of personnel,” 
Dowhower said. “When it comes right 
down to it, we recruited receivers and 


1995: 2-9 overall, 1-7 SEC (6th East) 

COACH: Rod Dowhower — At Vandy: 2-9, 1 year Overall: 7-14-1, 2 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 5 Offense, 10 Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Damian Allen, DE Brian Boykin, CB Corey Chavous, LB 
Jamie Duncan, DT Matt Schuckman, DE Jay Stallworth 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The defense has experience and a good idea of what it’s try- 
ing to do — which is pick up where it left off last year, when it limited Tennessee to 


linemen. There are no secrets about 
what we've got to do to help this foot- 
ball team.” 

Dowhower won't be quick to slap a 
redshirt on any of the new receivers when 
they show up. He can’t afford to. The 
leading pass catcher returning to the 
squad this year, Duane Todd, had just 19 
receptions last season. 

Todd is back for his junior season and 
the coaching staff likes his 6-3, 210- 
pound frame because he reminds them of 
the type of players they used to coach in 
the NFL. But even Todd doesn’t have a 
lock on a starting assignment. 

When Dowhower and his offensive 
staff weren't focused on the receivers dur- 
ing spring drills, they kept a close watch 
on junior quarterback Damian Allen. 

Perhaps the only positive aspect that 
happened for the offense last year was 
that Allen was thrust into action and actu- 
ally replaced veteran Ronnie Gordon as 
the starter in five games. 

He and Gordon, who ultimately 
decided to give up his final year of eligibil- 
ity for the upcoming season because his 
skills weren't best-suited for the new 


12 points in the last game of the season. Also, the second year in a coach’s system, 
especially Dowhower’s West Coast Offense, would presumably be more productive 


than the first. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Commodores continue to have real challenges in making 
the offensive transition from an option to Dowhower’s open, balanced attack. There 
are almost no honest-to-goodness wideouts hanging around until recruits arrive. 

OVERVIEW: And with excellent experience on defense and his right-hand man 
Woody Widenhofer handling that side of the ball, Dowhower and Vandy ought to 
find marginally more success than they experienced last season. 
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COMMODORES RECRUITING 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hicu Scuoot / Couece 


Ryan AULDS DL 6-2, 265 Lebanon Lebanon | 
All-State @ All-Region @ As a senior, had 108 tackles (64 solo) @ Had 251 career tackles and 22 tack- | 
les for losses of 115 yards @ Selected to play in Tennessee-Kentucky All-Star Game. | 


Ainsley BATTLES DB 6-0, 175 Lilburn, GA Parkview 
SuperPrep All-American @ Team captain # Runs sprint relays in track. | 
Jeff BARNETT DL 6-4, 230 Dallas, TX Lake Highlands 


All-State at offensive center @ All-District # Dallas Morning News All-Area # Team coptain # Long 
snapper # Member of baseball team # National Honor Society. 


Raminte’ BYNDOM OL 6-5, 285 Midwest City, OK Carl 
Honorable mention All-State # Two-year starter @ As a junior, qualified for state meet in discus. 


Elliott CARSON TE 6-4, 235 Lebanon Lebanon 
Nashville Banner All-Midstate and All-Region @ As a senior, caught 25 poe for 475 yards and four | 
touchdowns @ Had 78 tackles (50 solo) and led team with 11 rao for loss. 


Brooks COLLINS DB 6-2, 186 Trinity, AL Decatur 
All-Area @ As a senior, caught 21 passes for seven touchdowns on run-oriented teom # Had 51 tackles 
(35 solo) and three caused fumbles # Academic All-State # National Honor Society. 


Bubba DIXON RB 6-1, 195 Haleyville, AL Haleyville 
Jeff Whitaker’s Deep South Recruiting Top Prospect List @ All-Area @ As a junior, had eight intercep- 

ions @ As a senior, missed several games due to a fractured hand Three-year starter # Won 12 | 
archery trophies # National Honor Society. 


Don GALLARDO DB 6-4, 190 Glendale, AZ Cactus | 
Two-time All-Region as defensive back and punter/kicker @ Defensive MVP of Region @ As a senior, | 
had 38 solo tackles, five interceptions, two fumble recoveries and one pass broken up # Averaged 38 | 
yards per punt and was successful on five of six onsides kickoffs @ Team captain. 


Brian GRUBER OL 6-6, 250 Katy, TX Houston St. Thomas 
All-State @ Team captain @ Starter on basketball team, averaged 10 points and nine rebounds per 
game @ Honor roll. 


Kyle GUUAHORNOL 6-5, 250 Hueytown, AL Fueyiown 
All-State Birmingham News Super All-Metro # Western Star Honor Squad @ Team captain. 


Matt HILL OL 67,315 Odessa, TX Odessa 
| Second-team All-State # Extremely good run blocker # Competitive powerlifter. 


Tavarus HOGANS WR 5-11, 180 DeFuniok Springs, FL Walton 
Two-time All-State # All-Northwest Florida @ All-District # As a senior, averaged 22 yards per catch 
on 26 receptions; had four touchdown returns over 93 yards; and ran for over 2,000 all-purpose yards, 


Bo LANCASTER WR 5-10, 165 St. Petersburg, FL Gibbs 


Had 66 career receptions for 1,275 yards and 16 touchdowns. 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Couece 


| AJ. McGREW LB 6-2, 218 Birmingham, AL Shades Valley 
| Birmingham All-Metro As a senior, averaged 10 tackles per gome # Averaged nine tackles per 
| game as a junior # Top scholar-athlete @ All-State Academic team. 


Billy MILLER WR 5-11, 165 Highland Village, TX Marcus 

| All-State # Dallas Moming News and Fort Worth Star-Telegram two-time All-Area @ As a senior, had 
| 78 receptions for 1,450 yards ond 17 touchdowns, and three rushing touchdowns @ Caught 69 passes 
| for 1,050 yards and eight touchdowns as a junior Two-time team captain. 


Russ NICOLL DL 6-5, 250 Cullman, AL West Point 
All-State @ All-County @ All-Area @ Team leading tackler # Team captain. 
Joel 6-8, 282 San Angelo, TX Central 


ROBB OL 
BlueChip Illustrated All-American @ Team Outstanding Lineman # Defensive All-District os a junior # | 
| Team captain, | 


Darren ROTHENBERG OL 6-4, 290 Farragut Farragut 

BlueChip Illustrated All-Southeast # Two-time All-State # Three-year starter # Selected to play in Ten- 
| nessee-Kentucky All-Star Game @ Team captain @ Threw shot put for track team Member of wrestling 
team @ Honor roll. 


| Michael SALTSMAN OL 6-4, 298 Wichita Falls, TX Rider | 
Wichita Falls Times and Record News Red River 22 @ All-District @ Team captain @ All-District in | 
| baseball. 


Jason SMITH LB 6-2, 230 River Ridge, LA John Curtis 
Two-time All-State # Team Defensive MVP # Three-year state qualifier in shot put and discus # Nation- 
ally rated Olympic weight lifter. 


| Lamont TURNER LB 6-1, 220 Franklin Battle Ground Academy 
| Knoxville News-Sentinel Top 16 @ All-State All-District MVP As a senior, rushed for 1,700 yards # 
Selected to play in Tennessee-Kentucky All-Star Game @ Team captain # Team won four district titles in 
four yeors. 
Zoch WINKLER WR 5-10, 175 Birmingham, AL Mortimer Jordan 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ All-State # As a senior, had 1,899 all-purpose yards 
and 17 touchdowns on 123 plays @ Had 995 rushing yards and nine touchdowns on 80 carries # | 
Cot 30 posses for 476 yards and six touchdowns # Returned nine punts for 231 yards and one 
| touchdown. 


| Andre WOODS WR 5-11, 170 Arlington, TX Sam Houston 
All-District @ Team MVP @ As a senior, caught 12 passes for 175 yards @ Returned punts and kickoffs 
@ Premier 400-meter track star nationally. | 


| Todd YODER WR 6-5, 180 New Palestine, IN New Palestine 

All-State running back @ As a senior, had 1,219 yards rushing and 14 receptions for 12 touchdowns 
| Lettered in football, basketball and track # Ranked No. 1 in his closs # Academic All-State @ National 
| Honor Society. 


‘95 RESuLts 


95 Stats 


'96 SCHEDULE 


PASSING S 
9. iy fa = ept. 5 Notre Dame 
(2 9 0, 1-7 0) Arm Comp Yarns Pct TD Int P 2 
Allen 136 728 456 4 7 
25 Alabama 33 | Gordo 35 Si ab 7 | Sept. 14 at Alabama 
QO Notre Dame 4] RUSHING Sept. 21 Mississippi 
__ —= Yarps Avc 
Joh 267 d 75 
des ba aan 57 3 wate 5 Oct. 5 at LSU 
7 Arkansas 35 Deese 2h 18130 ‘ 
RECEIVING Oct. 12 — at North Texas 
6 Georgia 17 YARDS | t 
: Ware 34 m ue si 1| | Oct. 19 atGeorgia 
14 South Carolina 52 Todd ae a 
Simon 10 a Ca | Oct. 26 South Carolina 
| 10 Mississippi 21 Dunnavant 12 112 9.3 23 0 | 
rah RIE ma DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 2  Alabama-Birmingham 
Cc 
Y | TACKLES: Duncan 120; Vance 90; Manley 88; Schuckman | 
os 61; Jefcoat 55; Chavous 53; Stuckey 52; Stallworth 51. | Nov. 9 Florida 
29 Lovisiana Tech 6 INTERCEPTIONS: Finklin 3; Chavous 2. 
. QB SACKS: Stallworth 6; Manley 5; Schuckman 4; Jefcoat | 
7 Florida 38 3; Hall 2; Sheffield 2; Duncon 1; Finklin 1. Nov. 16 at Kentucky 
7 | TACKLES FOR LOSS: Schuckman 6; Stallworth 6; Boykin 5; 
7 Tennessee 12 Jefcoat 5; Manley 3; Stuckey 2; Hall 2; Duncan 2. Nov. 30 Tennessee 
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offense, were locked in a battle for the 
starting nod all year and that intense com- 
petition helped Allen. 

“I feel like I have a lock on the posi- 
tion,” said Allen, who was the team’s 
leading passer last season, completing 68 
of 124 attempts for 675 yards. “Last year 
gave me a lot of valuable experience even 
though our offense was going through a 
growing process. Because of what that 
experience has done for me, the coaches 
have already stated that I am the guy to 
beat out.” 

“He’s a lot more poised because of 
his experience,” Dowhower said of Allen. 
“It's not a mystery to him in terms of the 
problems other teams are going to pre- 
sent to him. 

“He’s played in big stadiums before 
big crowds against some really good 
teams — at Notre Dame and at Ten- 
nessee, just to mention a couple. That 
experience has helped him just like it’s 
helped a lot of the young guys.” 

Allen says it took a full year to get a 
grip on the West Coast Offense his 
coach helped create during his early 
years in the profession when he was an 
offensive coach at San Diego State, 
UCLA and eventually the head coach at 
Stanford (1979). 

“lam comfortable now,” Allen said. 
“I feel good in the pocket because | 
understand what we're trying to do with 
each play. I couldn’t always say that last 
season.” 


A popular misconception is that the 
Dowhower plan calls for a heavily tilted 
pass-over-rush ratio. Fact is, that type of 
revamping simply isn’t feasible even if it is 
what would suit Dowhower best. 

Vanderbilt had been geared toward 
the run for far too long to simply dismiss 
it as a vital tool in moving the offense. 

“I want to make sure going into our 
opener with Notre Dame that offensively 
we have a plan and that we don’t put all 
the pressure on the quarterbacks — that 
happened last year,” Dowhower said. 
“What I want to be able to do is have 
enough of a balanced offense so that we 
can protect the passer when we have to 
throw and run the ball until we can get 
our passing game going.” 

Running the ball, however, won't 
come as natural as it did for the Com- 
modores last year when they eventually 
relied so heavily on the speed and the 
astonishing durability of tailback Jermaine 
Johnson. As the season wore on and the 
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AT 6-3, 214 POUNDS, SAFETY ERIC VANCE IS ONE OF THE SEC’S BIGGEST DEFENSIVE BACKS. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


offensive line deteriorated because of 
injury and defections, it became apparent 
that the tiny dynamo runner was Vandy’'s 
only reliable threat. 

Johnson, who finished the season 


with a near-miraculous 1,072 yards rush- 
ing, graduated in May and chose not to 
return for his final year of eligibility, leav- 
ing a huge void to fill in the Commodore 
backfield. 
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COMMODORES SPRING ROSTER 


No. Name Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
17 Damion Allen OB sr 6&2 184 Strongsville, OH 
5] _ Jim Anguiano C So. 62 268 GrondProirie, TX 
21 Anthony Azoma CB ode. ~=5-10 (172 —Dayfona Beach, FL 
18 Fred Boker TE So. 6&3 226 Soperton,GA 
15. Teremy Bonks DB fr. 64 220 Greensboro, AL 
8 Rahim Batten FS So. «5-9 = 199 Detroit, MI 
73 Brion Boykin DE Sr. 63 270 Birmingham, AL 
39 John Bradley 1B So. 60 222 Mount Airy, NC 
11 Jomail Corter QB Fr. «62-190 Houston, TX 
30 Domien Chorley SS So. 59 175 Brighton, AL 
4 Corey Chavous CB. So. «60 «202: Aiken, SC 
96 Kerny Jackson Christion DE So. 6-2 240 Brondon, MS 
47 Scot Cohen P Fr. 61 190 Winter Park, FL 
76 Clay Condrey OL So. 64 255 Houston, TX 
7) Dovid Coppeons OL So, 64 275  Murhreesboro 
75 AllenDeGrotfenreid OT Sr. 64 271 Dunwoody, GA 
20 Alvin Duke RB Fr. 5:10-175 Murfreesboro 
49 Jamie Duncan 1B Jr. =~ 61-230 Wilmington, DE 
42 Jason Dunnavont HB So, 61 231 + Nastwille 
| 22 DeReol Finklin FS Sr. = 5-9 183 Lckewood, NJ 
84 OJ. Fleming TE So 63 227 Franklin 
32 Morcus Forrest RB Ir. 5-9 184 Aurora, Il 
99 Matt Gorret WR ie. 511 180. SonDiego, CA 
34 Corlion Holl 1B od. «= 60-235 Midwest City, OK 
| 92 Alphonso Horvey DT So. 6:3 280 Daytona Beach, FL 
72 Joson Hill OT I 63 246 Nashville 
24 Bobby Jackson WR Je. 5:10 186 Daytona Beoch, FL 
65 Will Jacobs OG Jr. 63 291 Houston, TX 
45 Mark Jefcoat 1B Sr. «62-224 Brandon, MS 
27 Antony Jordon 1B oJ. «=63— 216 Sewell, NJ 
31 Domonick Koger DB Fr. «59 175 Houston, TX 


53 Den Leben B Fr. $1 


205 El Doredo, KS 


att Garrett gave the Vanderbilt offense a 
kick during spring practice and particu- 
larly in the Black & Gold spring game. 

Garrett is a converted soccer player who, 
after two years at Vanderbilt, decided to walk on 
with the football team. But unlike most soccer play- 
ers who move over to football to handle kicking or 
punting duties, Garrett is a receiver. 

He had heard the urgent cry for receivers 
from coach Rod Dowhower and his staff and felt 
he could help out. “I'd always wanted to play col- 
lege football,” Garrett said. 

Garrett's gamble paid off. He was the only 
receiver who made an impact on the spring with 
three receptions and a knack for gaining yards 
after making the catch. 

Vanderbilt's offensive coaches compare Gar- 
rett to Sanford Ware, another former walkon who 
became the Commodore's leading receiver by the 
time he was a senior last season. 

@ Dowhower took over Vanderbilt’s offensive 


SPRING UPDATE 


No. Name Pos. Cass Hr. Wr. HONETOWN 
13 Hilewis QB Fr. 62 180 Denver,CO 
43 Marcus Lewis CB oJ. 510 171 South Fubon | 
29 Bill Marinange! PS 62 215 Milemyk | 
63 Derrick May OG So. 62 265 Pensacola, FL 
37. Johnny Metoyer DBF. 511 178 Noth Augusta, SC | 
10 Dorweshi Miles 1B So. 60 230 Houston, TX 
41 Poul Morgan HB Jr. «= 511-221 Courtland, MS 
54 Myron Murray OG So 63 280 Jacksonville, Fl 
26 Rosevelt Noble SS So 510 191 Konkckee, Il 
59 Walt Pitts CS. 63-235 Lexington, SC 
95 Molt Schuckman DT Sr. 64 260 Newton, KS 
7 Robert Sheffield CB Jr. 6-0 186 Daytona Beach, FL 
25 Reber'Simmons WR kt, 58 167 Evanson, | 
58 len Smith DT So 63 258 Sewell, N) 
93 Joxon Smith DT So. 62 310 Birminghom, AL 
38 Bret Speakman K So. 5:1) 170 Charlotte, NC 
89 Joy Stalhvorth DE sr 62 255 Marshall, TX 
12 Dvone Todd WR oe 63 210 Lorain, OH 
83 Joson Tomichek TE Sr, 63 254 Noshille 
19 Eric Vance SSS. 63 214 Horst, X 
99 Jeff Vining P So. 6&1] 185 Statesboro, GA 
1 Fred Vinson CB So. 511170. Newth Augusto, $C | 
2 JonieWokins «OB “Fr. 63 195 Hikboo,A | 
60 Josh Whicker OL So. 62 284 Evonwille, IN 
246 Kirk Williams BS. 60 228 Aurora, IL 
35 MarcusA Willioms RB Jr 60 197 _ Richordson, TX 
82 MorcusE, Willioms TE Jr. 6-4 244 Glasgow, KY | 
79 Shawn Wilson OT So. 63 274 Tuscoloosa, AL 
87 Eric Wissmon TE So. 63 238 Florence, AL 
23. Tyrone Yorbrough RB Jr. 510-177 Dallas TX 
97 Glenn Young DE Jr. 63 247 Harper Woods, MI | 


Roster and depth chart subject to change. 


coordinator duties during the winter when Rennie 
Simmons accepted an assistant coaching position 
with the Houston Oilers. Simmons was the offen- 
sive coordinator and offensive line coach for the 
Commodores last season. Paul Dunn, a former 
assistant on the University of Cincinnati staff, was 
hired to coach the VU offensive line. 

@ Vanderbilt's offensive line will get a big 
boost when Will Jacobs returns to the starting 
lineup this season. Jacobs, who became a starter 
during the 1994 season when he was named to 
the SEC All-Freshman team, was plagued with 
injuries that sidelined him for most of last season 
and spring practice. 

@ Tight end Jason Tomichek is healthy again 
after missing last season with a knee injury. 
Tomichek is expected to play a major role in 
Dowhower’s offense that, “depends heavily on the 
tight end and not just as a safety valve like some 
people like to call it,” the coach said. 

— Mike Organ 
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OFFENSE 


Number QUARTERBACK YEAR 
17 Damian Allen* Junior 
| 11 Jamail Carter Freshman 


RUNNING BACK 
Marcus Forrest 
Alvin Duke 

Hatr Back 

42 Jason Dunnavant 


Numper 
Junior 

Freshman 
NUMBER 
Sophomore 


fh 


Junior 
YEAR 


Paul Morgan 
Wie RECEIVER 
Duane Todd* 
Bobby Jackson 
Wibe RECEIVER 


— F3 
aS 
bl 
8 


Junior 


n 
is 


= 
i 


Junior 
YEAR 


| 25 Robert Simmons Junior 
24 Bobby Jackson Junior 
83 Jason Tomichek* Senior 
82 Marcus E. Williams Junior 
Numaer Lert TACKLE YEAR 
75 Allen DeGraffenreid* Senior 
79 Shawn Wilson Sophomore 
65 Will Jacobs Junior 
| 54 Myron Murray Sophomore 
| 5] Jim Anguiano* Sophomore 
59 Walt Pitts Senior 
Numser RiGHt Guarp YEAR 
| 63 Derrick May Sophomore 
| 54 Myron Murray Sophomore 
76 Clay Condrey Sophomore 
71 David Coppeans Sophomore 


*Returning Starter 


— DEFENSE — 


Numer Lert END YEAR 
| 89 Jay Stallworth* Junior 
97 Glenn Young Junior 
95 Matt Schuckman*® Senior 
72 Jason Hill Junior 
Numper RIGHT TACKLE YEAR 
| 92 Alphonso Harvey Sophomore 
| 93 Jason Smith Sophomore 
Numer RiGHT END YEAR 
73 Brian Boykin* Senior 
97 Glenn Young Junior | 
| 27 Antony Jordan* Junior 
| 34 Carlton Hall Junior 
Numer Mune LINEBACKER YEAR 
49 Jamie Duncan* Junior | 
10 Darweshi Miles Sophomore 
Numer WEAK LINEBACKER YEAR 
| 45 Mark Jefcoat* Senior 
39 John Bradley Sophomore 
1 Fred Vinson* Sophomore | 
7 Robert Sheffield Junior 
Numper RIGHT CORNERBACK YEAR 
4 Corey Chavous’ Sophomore | 
| 43 Marcus Lewis Junior 
Numper STRONG SAFETY YEAR 
19 Eric Vance* Senior 
30 Damien Charley Sophomore | 
| 22 DeReal Finklin* Senior 
| 8 Rahim Batten Sophomore | 
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There are plenty of candidates 
who stepped up hoping to replace 
Johnson during spring practice. 
Marcus Forrest, a junior, emerged 
as the new starter in the spring but 
heads into fall still battling con- 
verted receiver Alvin Duke, Tyrone 
Yarbrough and Marcus A. Williams 
hoping to secure the position. 

“None of them are as fast as 
Jermaine, of course, but the big 
question is are they as tough?” 
Dowhower said. “I don’t see 
being able to hand the ball to any 
of them 20 or 30 times a game 
like I did with Jermaine and we'll 
have to see if they can catch the 
football.” 

Each of the four candidates, 
not surprisingly, believes he is the 
best candidate to replace John- 
son. As it unfolds, all four could 
have a role of some sort. 

“I'm excited because I am 
finally going to have the chance 
to play,” said Forrest, a highly 
touted prep running back from 
Aurora, Ill. 

Williams, a 202-pounder who 
spent his first two seasons play- 
ing defensive back, offered, “I’m 
one of the fastest and one of the 
biggest at running back. The 
Gerry DiNardo staff recruited me 
as an athlete who could play 
either side of the football. When I 
got here I asked how I could get 
on the field the quickest and they 


DAMIAN ALLEN WAS THE COMMODORE’S LEADING PASSER 
LAST SEASON, COMPLETING 68 OF 124 FOR 675 YARDS. 


PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


isn’t the only key figure the Com- 
modores are happy to have back. 
Middle linebacker Jamie Duncan is 
the strongest player on the team, 
and his coach expects big things 
from him. 

“He has great strength, quick- 
ness and explosion,” Widenhofer 
said. “He’s gonna be one of the 
better players in the conference. 
He likes our style of defense, blitz- 
ing him a little and giving him 
freedom to run to the ball.” 

Last year, Duncan was among 
the SEC’s leading tacklers with 
120 stops, an average of almost 
11 per game. He had 20 tackles 
at Notre Dame. 

Duncan says he was born to 
play linebacker. You have to be, 
he says, to be among the best. 

“A linebacker’s mentality is 
man on man,” Duncan said. “It's 
flying to the ball, trying to strip it 
out of the runner's hands or just 
crashing into the pile. It’s making 
it hurt.” 

Senior tackle Matt Schuckman 
is another top defender. He 
emerged as a force last season, 
displaying unusual speed and 
quickness for such a big player. 
Mark Jefcoat and Carlton Hall will 
flank Duncan at linebacker, pro- 
viding another solid trio, some- 
thing the Commodores have 
featured for several years. 

Joining Schuckman on the line 


said defensive back. But I was 
always a running back first in 
high school.” 

Duke is in the thick of the mix, too, 
even though he also started his collegiate 
career at a different position. Duke was 
redshirted last year at wide receiver but 
was delighted to hear he was being moved 
back into the backfield for spring practice. 

“T was anxious to get back there,” said 
Duke, who led Murfreesboro Riverdale to 
the Tennessee Class 5A high school state 
championship in 1994 with 1,473 yards 
rushing and 40 touchdowns. “I feel right 
at home at running back.” 

The differences in Vanderbilt's offense 
and its defense in terms of experience and 
expectations are enormous. 


A Fut House 

Defensive coordinator Woody Widen- 
hofer, like Dowhower a longtime NFL 
coaching veteran, put together schemes 
last year utilizing unusual Vanderbilt talent 


that gave the SEC’s best offenses fits. 

Widenhofer’s success didn’t go unno- 
ticed. He received at least two offers from 
NFL teams during the winter, and the 
Minnesota Vikings reportedly wanted him 
to be their defensive coordinator. 

Many of Vanderbilt’s players are still 
amazed that Widenhofer would turn down 
such attractive positions to hang in there 
with a team that went 2-9 last year. 

“Defensive back Corey Chavous 
comes into my office and shakes his head, 


saying, ‘I can’t believe you are still here,’ ” 


Widenhofer said. “I think they were all 
waiting to see me bolt when the season 
was over. But, I think that it is important 
to stay, for me and for the team. Some- 
times money is not everything.” 
Widenhofer, who did get a lucrative 
contract extension for sticking around — 
which was also viewed as a key message 
of commitment shown by the program — 


are ends Jay Stallworth and Brian 

Boykin, but the jury is still out on 
how solid the line will be until a replace- 
ment for nose guard James Manley 
emerges. Manley, a second-round draft 
selection by the Minnesota Vikings, had 
anchored the defense for four years. 
Sophomores Alphonso Harvey and Jason 
Smith say they're ready to step up, but 
will have to share the position until one 
finally beats the other out. 

“It's an intense battle between us and 
I think both of us realize we're both going 
to have to play to replace James Manley,” 
Smith said. 

The secondary showed some 
improvement last year but remains the 
weak link of the defense. Every defensive 
back returns, including Chavous and 
DeReal Finklin at cornerbacks and Eric 
Vance at strong safety, each of whom has 
shown flashes of brilliance during their 
respective careers, but lack consistency. 

— Mike Organ 
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WILDCATS 


Keep Improving or Else? Big Task Continues 


small room called the Wildcat Den 

underneath Commonwealth Stadium, 
where Kentucky athletic director C.M. 
Newton sat side-by-side with head football 
coach Bill Curry before an audience of 
wall-to-wall media. 

Two days earlier, Curry’s Cats had 
put up a worthy fight, only to lose for the 
11th straight year to arch-rival Tennessee, 
34-31, finishing UK’s season at 4-7 and 
dropping Curry’s overall mark at the 
school to 22-45. 

Since the final seconds ran off the 
clock that day — before that, actually — 
the questions had been the same: Was 
that good enough? Was the 4-7 of 95 
improvement enough over the 1-10 
calamity of 94 for Curry to continue to 
call Lexington home? 

With the TV lights burning, tape 
recorders whizzing and pens scribbling, 
Newton made the call. 

“IT am totally convinced that we have 
the staff, the recruiting philosophy and 
the total program in place that give us the 
best chance to have a successful football 
program,” the UK AD said. “We are 
announcing today that coach Bill Curry 
and the entire Wildcat football staff will be 
retained.” 

And, oh yes, Newton said one more 
thing that day: “We’re expecting the same 
sort of improvement (next year).” 

Next question: Will the Wildcats get 
any better? 

Answer: Well, let’s just say, that’s 
complicated. 

On one hand, Kentucky pulled a 
recruiting coup in the off-season, signing 
possibly the nation’s best prep football 
player in quarterback Tim Couch. The 6- 
5, 215-pound plumb from the Kentucky 
mountains surpassed numerous high 
school passing records, and turned down 
such powers as Tennessee, Florida, 


I: was a strange sight last Nov. 20 ina 


KIO SANFORD BATTLED INJURIES IN 1995, 
BUT STILL FINISHED SECOND IN THE SEC IN 
KICKOFF RETURNS (24.1 AVERAGE). 
PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 


Florida State, Notre Dame, Penn State, 
Ohio State and Auburn. 

On the other hand, the Cats lost top 
tailback Moe Williams, the Southeastern 
Conference’s leading rusher last season 
with an even 1,600 yards. After a year of 
carrying the Cats’ offense on the back of 
his 6-foot, 200-pound frame, Williams 
decided to skip his senior season for an 
early shot at the NFL. 

On one hand, the Cats will have a 
second season of the unflinching Dr. 
Uzelac. That's Elliot Uzelac, who, as the 
best of Curry’s midcourse corrections, 
entered last year to overhaul the Cats’ 
puny offense and wimpy attitude. His 
one-back attack and offensive line exper- 
tise led to Williams’ standout season. His 
get-tough approach helped the team grow 
a physical presence it had sorely lacked 
previously under Curry. 

On the other hand, however, defen- 
sive coordinator Mike Archer, a major link 
of that “staff in place” Newton men- 
tioned, jumped to the NFL. The Bill 
Arnsparger protegé left in March to 
become linebackers coach of the Pitts- 


1995: 4-7 overall, 2-6 SEC (5th East) 


Jack Haskins improves. 


KENTUCKY AT A GLANCE 


COACH: Bill Curry — At Kentucky: 22-45, 6 years; Overall: 79-98-4, 16 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 11; 5 Offense, 5 Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: SS Leman Boyd, WR/KR Kio Sanford, LB Mike Schellenberger, 
LB Lamont Smith, WR Craig Yeast, RB Ray McLaurin 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Wildcats have some good, young talent, with guys 
like wideout Yeast and offensive tackle Jonas Liening rating among the best 
freshmen in the league last year. Now they've got the top QB recruit in the 
country in Tim Couch. If he doesn’t play, it will only be because junior Billy 


| POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: This is a program that has won just five games over the past 
two seasons, so it must battle an inferiority complex in the SEC East. They haven’t 
thrown the ball well under Curry, which will have to change if they’re going to 
make the big strides necessary to stabilize the program. 

OVERVIEW: With opening games against beatable Louisville, Cincinnati and Indiana 
(as well as a bye), the Wildcats could be 2-1 or even 3-0 after the first month of the 
season. If they have built some confidence and continuity, they can weather a 
tough midseason schedule and win more games than they lose in 1996. 


burgh Steelers, an offer he found too 
good to refuse. 

On one hand, the Cats return 11 
starters from last season, including 
promising offensive linemen John 
Schlarman and Jonas Liening, and 
defensive lineman Chris Ward plus line- 
backers Mike Schellenberger and Lamont 
Smith, and defensive backs Leman Boyd 
and Van Hiles. 

On the other hand, a spate of off-the- 
field problems before spring practice cost 
the team offensive guard Brandon Jack- 
son, a starter in all 11 games last year, 
and Jay Parks, a redshirt freshman who 
had been counted on to compete for the 
starting job. 


THE QUARTERBACK QUESTION 

“The most critical step for our football 
program right now is obvious,” Curry said 
during spring drills. “We must be a 
tougher football team.” 

That's not a worry at quarterback. 
Returning starter Billy Jack Haskins 
proved his mettle a year ago, taking over 
as the starter the second game of the 
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WILDCATS RECRUITING 


Name / Posmon Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / Couece 


Tobin ANDERSON K/P 6-0, 195 Riverside, CA Riverside CC 
J.C. Gridwire fourth-team junior college All-American @ All-Mission Conference @ Made 20 of 27 career field | 
goals @ Averaged 37 yards per punt # Prep All-Conference os kicker and wide receiver. | 


Matt ARMBRESTER L 6-3, 301 Toloceps, AL Talladega 
All-State @ Helped team win four county championships @ Played defensive tackle @ Three-year starter. 
Dorion BERRY B Louisville Central 


61, 168 
Lexington Herald-Leader Class of the Commonwealth # Honorable mention All-State @ Four coreer interceptions. 


Lawrence CHAMBERLAIN L 6-5, 320 Houston, TX Sterling | 
All-District @ Two-year starter at offensive and defensive tackle @ Lettered in basketball Honor roll. 
Wendell CHILDS 8 6-3, 205 Lexi Bryan Station 
Honorable mention All-State @ Helped team to state playolts @ Had 26 tackles and one interception. 
Tim COUCH B 65, 215 Hyden Leslie County 
Parade National Player of the Year USA Today National Offensive Player of the Year @ Mr. Football in Kentucky. 
Gordon CROWE L 6-3, 275 Lancaster Garrard County 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Lexington Herald-Leader Class of the Commonwealth  All- | 
State @ Two-time All-Area @ As a senior, caught 10 passes for 400 yards and five touchdowns. 
Aaron DANIEL L 6-3, 255 Valparaiso, FL Niceville 
Third-team All-State @ Three-year letterman # Two-year starter @ Helped team to two district championships. 
David DE LA PERRALLE L 6-6, 270 Montreal, Vanier 

| College All-Quebec # Helped team to finals of the provincial championship Played hockey since age four. 

| Wayne DRIGGERS L 6-4, 280 Jacksonville, FL White 
Third-team All-State All-District # All-Conference @ Selected fo play in Florida North-South All-StarGame. | 
Randy GARVER L 6-5, 290 North Canton, OH Hoover 

| All-Ohio @ All-League @ All-District # Helped team win league championship. 
Michoel GERRELL 8 5-10, 170 Tallohossee, FL Wokulla | 


Honorable mention All-State @ As a senior, had 152 tackles @ Started at comerback, free safety and line- 
backer @ Two-year starter at tailback, gaining 1,200 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior. 


Jimmy HALEY L 6-3, 240 towell, MA Marine Military (TX) 
All-Rio Gronde Valley @ Caught 22 passes for 275 yards and four touchdowns as a senior @ Had 48 tackles 
and four sacks # Long snapper # Two-time All-Conference @ Second-team All-State. 


Dietrich HARRINGTON 8 6-1, 158 Miami, FL Chae 
All-District Played only one year of prep football @ As a senior, caught 22 passes for 417 yards. | 


Andre HAYSLIP B 5-10, 175 Orlando, FL Phillips 
All-Central Floride @ As a senior, returned five punts for touchdowns, returned one kickoff for touchdown and 
had six interceptions, two returned for touchdowns @ Three-year starter # Four-year honor student. 


Ryan KELLER B 6-2, 190 Chicago, IL Stevenson 
All-Area @ Two-time All-Conference quarterback @ Had 129 of 251 career completions for 2,630 yards. 


Nawe / Posmion Size HOMETOWN HiGH ScHoot / CouEGE 


Eric KELLY B 5-11, 180 Ponama City, FL Bay 
As.a senior, had 82 tackles, including three sacks, and made one interception # Rushed for 431 yards on 57 carries. 


| Mait LAYOW L 6-2, 218 Miomi, FL Palmetto 
All-South Dade County @ As a senior, had 40 tackles, one interception ond one fumble recovery + Caught 
seven passes for 105 yards and two touchdowns # Three-year letterman in football and basketball. 


Derick LOGAN B 6-2, 218 Chatham, VA Marine Military (TX) 
All-Rio Grande Valley # As a senior, led Texas in rushing with 1,967 yards on 250 carries and 19 touchdowns. 


Marvin LOVE B 5-10, 153 Fremont, CA City College of Son Francisco 
All-Conference @ As a sophomore, caught 42 posses for 660 yards and six touchdowns # Three-year prep starter. 


Tremayne MARTIN B 6-0, 200 Apopka, FL City College of San Francisco 
Honorable mention All-Coast Conference @ As a sophomore, had 78 tackles, four sacks, eight quarterback 
hurries, four pass breakups and two fumble recoveries @ SuperPrep rated preseason No. 8 ployer in Florida. 


George MASSEY L 6-3, 267 lynch Hargrave Military 
At Hargrave, had 9.5 tackles behind the line of scrimmage Prep All-State # Two-time All-Conference. 


Quentin MeCORD 8 5-10, 155 LoGrange, GA LoGronge 
Honorable mention All-State wide receiver and defensive back @ County Player of the Year # As a senior, 
cought 15 passes for 220 yards and one touchdown. 


Marlon McCREE B 6-0, 180 Daytono, FL Atlantic 
All-State @ As a senior, had 110 tackles, eight sacks, 11 caused fumbles and six fumble recoveries. 
Miguel MERRITT B 6-0, 195 kinsville Hopkinsville 


| All-State # As o senior, rushed 96 times for 960 yards and eight touchdowns # Caught 26 passes for 700 
yards and 10 touchdowns # Hod 105 tackles, 19 for loss, four sacks and four interceptions. 


John RADER L 6-5, 225 Jackson Breathitt County 
Asa senior, had 28 receptions for 560 yards and eight touchdowns @ Three-year starter at fight end. 


Marc SAMUEL K 5-10, 148 Louisville Ballard 
BlueChip Illustrated All-Southeast @ Associated Press All-State # As a senior, had longest field gocl of 48 yards 
Hod 83 percent of kickoffs into the end zone and punting average of 38.2 yards. 


Andre’ SMITH L 6-2, 240 Decatur, GA City College of San Francisco 
All-Coast Conference @ As a sophomore, had 115 tackles, four sacks, seven quarterback hurries, three inter- 
ceptions, four pass breakups, lwo fumble recoveries and one blocked kic. 


Omar SMITH L 6-3, 297 Davie, FL Nova 
Played one year of prep football # As a senior, had 55 tockles including five quarterback sacks. 
| 
Chad SPENCER L 6-4, 220 Franklin Franklin-Simpson 


Associated Press ond Louisville Courier-Journal All-State @ Had 56 career receptions for 950 yards and 13 
touchdowns @ As a senior, had 56 tackles and two interceptions, returning both for touchdowns, 


ha STATEN B 6-0, 212 Bonifay, FL Hargrave Military 


51 rushes for 250 yards ond five receptions for 23 yards last season @ Prep All-State # District Offensive 


} Player of the Year @ Three-time All-Conference @ As a senior, rushed 219 times for 1,715 yards. 
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Louisville 
Florida 

Indiana 

South Carolina 
Auburn 

LSU 

Georgia 
Mississippi State 
Vanderbilt 
Cincinnati 


Tennessee 


(4-7-0, 2-6-0) 


____ PASSING 
Att Comp Yarps 


154 93 1176 
214 


Pct TD Int 


60.4 4 6| 
397) 12 02 


NAME 


Haskins 


Speedy 63 25 
RUSHING 


No Yarps 


Williams 294 1600 5.4 76 17 | 
McLaurin 60 260 4.3 16 2 
Haskins 107 160 1.5 47 4 
RECEIVING 
YARDS AvG 

| Yeast 24 337 14.0 32 2 
Williams 19 153 8.1 57 0 
Tucker 19 230 12.1 38 1 
O’Ferral 14 153 10.9 24 0 


DEFENSIVE LEADERS 


TACKLES: Schellenberger 104; Rusk 102; Smith 86; Boyd 
| 79; Key 65; Major 64; Snardon 63; Schlegel 62. | 
| INTERCEPTIONS: Boyd 3; Harris 2; Hiles 2; Rusk 1; Hall 1; | 
| Collins 1; Ginn 1; Smith 1. 
| QB SACKS: Supe 5; Key 3; Schlegel 3; Ward 3. 
TACKLES FOR LOSS: Schellenberger 5; Rusk 4; Key 4; 
Schlegel 4; Smith 2; Major 2. 


Aug. 
| Sept. 
Sept. 
| Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
| Nov. 


| Nov. 


31 


7 


21 


28 


16 


BS 73 


Louisville 

at Cincinnati 
Indiana 

at Florida 

at Alabama 
South Carolina 
at LSU 

Georgia 
Mississippi State 
Vanderbilt 


at Tennessee 
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RIGHT TACKLE JONAS LIENING, A 6-8, 287-POUND SOPHOMORE, RATED 
AS ONE OF THE LEAGUE’S BEST NEWCOMERS IN 1995. 
PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 


season, and promptly snapping the 
nation’s longest losing streak (12 games) 
by engineering a 17-10 upset at Indiana. 

Then three games before the end of 
the year, ina 14-10 loss at Vanderbilt, 
Haskins separated his left (non-throwing) 
shoulder. No matter. 

The junior from Paducah, Ky., 
returned the next week to lead a 33-14 
romp over Cincinnati, then made it 
through three quarters of the Tennessee 
game, in which UK led 24-9, before the 


pain was too intense for him to continue. 


“That was one of the most coura- 
geous performances I’ve ever seen,” 
Curry said. 

But what about Couch? 

“I have made it clear to Billy Jack 
that he is the No. 1 quarterback and 


someone is going to have to beat him 
out,” said Curry. 

Which is fine with Couch. “I was told 
that I would have an equal chance to com- 
pete for the job,” he said after signing 
day. “That's all I’m looking for.” 

“I don’t even think about Tim,” Hask- 
ins said. “I’m just going to go out there 
and do the best job I can do, and try to 
improve myself as a football player.” 

Jeff Speedy, who started much of 
the '94 season and the first two games 
of °95 at quarterback, decided to give up 
his fifth year of eligibility. Greg Hergott, 
a redshirt freshman, will likely be the No. 
3 quarterback behind Haskins/Couch, or 
Couch/Haskins. 

Under Curry, the Cats have often 
treated the forward pass like poison ivy. 


They threw just 216 passes last year with 
Haskins completing 93 of 154 attempts 
for 1,176 yards and four touchdowns, 
with six interceptions. But those figures 
figure to grow, especially with Couch in 
the fold. 

“They've told me they plan to open 
up the offense more,” Couch said. 
“Coach Uzelac threw the ball a lot when 
he was at Colorado.” 

And the Cats do have some receivers 
to catch the football. Craig Yeast, a 5-9, 
162-pound speedster, led the team with 
24 receptions for 337 yards last year as a 
true freshman. Kio Sanford, a quick 169- 
pound junior, also returns after battling 
numerous injuries last season. And Kevin 
Coleman, who played in the last three 
games as a true freshman, returns after 
showing promise. 

Marvin Love, a transfer from City 
College of San Francisco, should also fig- 
ure into the mix. He caught 42 passes for 
660 yards and six touchdowns in junior 
college last season before enrolling early 
at UK and participating in spring drills. 

Norman Mason, a 5-9, 164-pound 
junior transfer from Murray State, also will 
compete for playing time, along with 
returning senior Harold Dennis. 

Uzelac has both starters returning in 
his two tight-end set. Senior Isaac Curtis 
should improve on his five receptions of 
last year. Marcus Cross, a junior who 
was suspended during the season, is 
expected to be back in the fall. He 
caught eight passes. 

Even with Jackson’s departure, the 
offensive line has a solid foundation. 
Junior Schlarman moves to left guard 
after starting at center last year. Liening, a 
6-8, 287-pound sophomore, returns at 
right tackle. Jason Watts, who played in 
the final two games last year as a true 
freshman, will be the starting center. 

Jeremy Streck, a converted defensive 
lineman, made a strong showing in the 
spring and could be the No. 1 left tackle, 
ahead of fellow sophomore Kris Com- 
stock. David De La Perralle, a 6-6, 280- 
pound freshman from Montreal, could 
break through. 

Senior DeAnthony Honaker may get 
first crack at Jackson’s old spot at right 
guard, though sophomore Quincy Bell, 
another converted defensive lineman, fig- 
ures to challenge. 

The biggest offensive challenge will be 
replacing Williams, who broke or tied 15 
school records last season. Kentucky did 
wind up 11th in the league in total 
offense, but finished second in rushing 
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WILDCATS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Cass Hr. HOMETOWN 


22 Dele Ali 1B Jr. 6-3 212  Marionno, FL 
82 Brent Allen WR Jr. 5-11 -183 Huntington Bch, CA 
4] Tobin Anderson K/P de 6-0 195 Riverside, CA 
31 Shomsee Arulogun CB OF. ~«=59 171 Highlond Heights, WI 
73 Clif Bailey OG ik 6-4 269 Trezevant, IN 
94 Horold Bell DE sk. 64 266  losAngeles, CA 
78 Qunicy Bell OG So. 63 266 Lebanon 
36 Michoel Benjamin DE So 64 250 london, Ontorio 
56 Dovid Berringer Cc So. 64 269 Fost Thomas 
28 Buddy Berry CB So = 511-173“ Eminence 
53 Ben Bird DE Sr. 63 250 _NewRickmond, OH 
93 Eddie Blokely Oke. &4 257 Los Angeles, CA 
15 Leman Boyd SSS. 510 205 Bowling Green 
30 Stephen Brown P So. 511 183 Columbus, OH 
18 Jimmy Carter P So. 60 174 Dunwoody, GA 
88 Darrin Clork Tt sr 65 249 — Coldiron 
12 Bil Coleman K Jr. 60 176 Winchester, OH 
19 Kevin Coleman WR So. 5:10 185 Niceville, FL 

91 Lorry Coleman TE Fr. 62 255  Pikevile 
70 Kris Comstock OT So 68 286 Apopw,fl 

68 Thod Corbin > ee: 63 266 Springfield, IN 
13. Brendon Crockett K Fr. 6-1 164 — Fort Wright 
86 Marcus Cross te sk 64 227 — Poducah 
46 Fronk Crossman @ ke. 5-10 192 — Bolivor, NY 
85. |sooe Curtis Il TE Sr 63 243 — Gincinnati, OH 

| 76 Dovid De Lo Perralle OT Fr. 66 270 Mantrecl, Quebec 
35 Herold Dennis WR Sr. 59 169 Roddie 
90 Andy Dreisbach TE Fr 62 228 —Mishowoko, IN 
37 Mike Fisher FB So. = 5-7_—231_—_Dumwoody, GA 
11 Chris Ford GB % él 17% Tallakassee, FL 
92 lim Gibson DT i. 65 289 Cincinnati, OH 
44 Dovid Ginn 1B. 5 218 Cincinnati, OH 
95 John Horris DE So, 64 274 _locksomville, FL 

7 Bily Jock Haskins CS 6-1 189 Peducch 

16 Greg Hergott QB oF. «6-4 ~=—:198 Fort Mitchell 
17 Von Hides ‘SS 6-0 186 Baton Rouge, LA 
51 Bob Holmberg B Jr. = 6-0 236 Louisville 
61 DeAnthony Honaker OG Sr 6&1 285 Pikeville 
50 Chod Hudson \B Je 63 235  Libum, GA 
99 Mark Jocobs DT So. 63 270 Shalimar, FL 
23 Brion Johnson K J. 58 164 Ripley, W 

| 83 Sat Lockey WR i. 61181 Henderson 
64 Jonas Liening Or &. 6-8 287 Minster, OH 

5 Marvin Love WR Je. = 5-10 153 Ockdand, CA 


Pos. Class Hr. 


84 —Normen Mason WR de. 5-9 164 Paducah 
97 George Massey OTF. 63 267 lynch | 
87 Poul McGonagle TE So. 64 245 Reading, MA | 
21 Ray Melourin T Sr. 3=60 210 Roddie 
39 Jay McPeoke 1B So. 60 197 Elizabethtown | 
36 Lorry Morris FR OF. «= &:2.«-229—Enst Point | 
89 Mike Piccione Te ofr 6-4 240 Poughquag, NY | 
46 Bill Polka FB Fr. = 6-0 206 Lexington | 
72 Mike Riddle OG So. 60 254  Cincinnoti, OH 
63 Dan Rossman Cc Fr. 63 245 Pittsburgh, PA | 
6 Kio Sanford WR oe. 511169 Lexington 
49 MikeSchellenberger B Sr. 60 226 —_Loviville 
65 John Schlarmon OG Je. 62 263 Fort Thomos | 
80 Tyler Siddens WR Jr. S11 161 Louisville | 
9 Jaysuma Simms WR Sr 60 182 Providence | 
45 Lamont Smith 1B ok. «= 62-230 Middletown, OH 
74 Omar Smith OG Fr. 63 27 Davie, 
48 Jeff Snedegor iB Fr. 62 207 Salesille, OH 
38 Anwor Stewart iB Fr. 6-3 218  Ponoma City, FL 
77 Jeremy Streck OT S$. 6&5 282 Gancinnoti, OH 
54 Kurt Supe coe 63 243  Gneinnoti, OH 
55 Jeff Tonner DT Sr. 62 244 Marianna, FL 
96 Jason Thomos DE So, 65 277 Jacksonville, FL 
40 Miguel Viera 1B So. = 62 219 Medina, OH 
42 Stephon Wolters FS So. 6-0 (184 Hodgerwille 
47 Chris Word os. 6-4 264 Decatur, GA 
20 Given Word SS fr. 57 207  Gibsnio, PA 
4 litleton Word CG kr. 59 166 —_Lexinglon | 
60 Ryan Wossil OG So. 66 265 Orlondo, FL 
91 Anthony Watson DE Fr, 63 218 — Allonto, GA | 
57 Jason Waits Cc So. 63 257 Oviedo, FL 
34 Lee Wesley Toft. ~=6-0 198 Campbellion, FL 
33 Filmore Wester Tt Fr. 60 232 Tollchassee, FL 
32 Anthony White 1% =F. = 61S s:184 Twinsburg, OH 
10 Mare Wilson CB So. = 5-9 183 Downers Grove, Ik 
1 Kiyo Wilson FS Sr. «= 511-202 ~—- Paducah 
43 Michoel Woodfork FB Sr 61 210 Poducch 
29 Tony Woods CB So. 510 166 Jeffersonville, IN 
14 Kevin Wright QB ok. &1_—212 Keystone Heights, FL 
91 Alexonder Wunder SN st 60 167 Flemington, NJ 
3 Craig Yeost WR So. 59 162 Harrodsburg | 
2% self Zurcher SS 60 188  Beme,IN 
Roster and depth chart subject to change 


SPRING UPDATE 


ome key losses, most coming from off-the- 
field transgressions, but one from an on-the- 
field injury, cast a dark cloud over 
Kentucky's closed spring drills. 
Starting offensive guard Brandon Jackson 
and backup tailback Jay Parks were dismissed 
| from the team prior to spring practice. Then in the 
final week of drills, starting defensive tackle Mar- 


vin Major and backup linebacker Shawn Smith 
were also dismissed, all for violating team rules. 
As well, eight other players were either pub- 
| licly disciplined, arrested, or cited for offthe-field 
incidents. The list included starting quarterback 
Billy Jack Haskins (sentenced to community ser- 
vice for a disorderly conduct charge), starting 
tight end Marcus Cross (indefinite suspension), 
starting offensive tackle Jonas Liening (suspen- 
sion, then reinstated after pleading guilty to dis- 
orderly conduct) and backup running back 
Michael Woodfork (indefinite suspension after 
an assault charge). 


@ The biggest blow may have come on the 
field where starting offensive guard John Schlar- 
man, who started 10 games at center last season, 
tore the anterior cruciate ligament in his left knee 
for the second time. Schlarman, who underwent 
reconstructive knee surgery in January of '95, 
underwent his second such surgery in 15 months. 

@ Haskins showed that he will not surrender 
the starting job to heralded newcomer Tim Couch 
without a fight. The junior played well in five of 
the team’s six scrimmages, completing four of six 
passes for 54 yards in the lone open scrimmage. 

@ Chris Ward, a starter at defensive end the 
past two years, was moved inside to tackle. | 
Jeremy Streck, a backup defensive tackle, was | 
moved over to offensive tackle. 

@ Neither Brian Johnson nor JC transfer 
Tobin Anderson emerged as the clear winner of 
the placekicker’s job. Sophomore Jimmy Carter 
appeared fo be the leader at punter. | 


— John Clay 
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OFFENSE 


Numer QUARTERBACK YEAR 
7 Billy Jack Haskins* Junior 
Tim Couch Freshman 


NuMBER TAILBACK 


Ray McLaurin Senior 
Anthony White 


Wibe Receiver 


Freshman 


NuMBER 


Kio Sanford Junior 
|_3 Craig Yeast Sophomore | 
| 35 Harold Dennis Senior 
84 Norman Mason Junior 
Numaer Ticut END YEAR 

| 85 Isaac Curtis Ill* Senior 

| 86 Marcus Cross* Junior 

| 88 Darrin Clark Junior 

| 33 Filmore Wester Freshman 
NumBer Lert TACKLE YEAR 
77 Jeremy Streck Sophomore 

| 76 David De Lo Perralle Freshman 
Numer Lert GuarD YEAR 

| 65 John Schlarman* Junior 

| 74 Omar Smith Freshman 


Numer CENTER 


57 Jason Watts Sophomore 

56 David Berringer Sophomore 
| 6] DeAnthony Honaker Senior | 
| 78 Quincy Bell Sophomore 


NuMBER RIGHT TACKLE 
64 Jonas Liening* Sophomore 
70 Kris Comstock Sophomore 


“*Returning Starter 


— DEFENSE — 


Numaer Lert END 
| 54 Kurt Supe 
94 Harold Bell 
Numper Lert TACKLE YEAR 
47 Chris Ward* 
97 George Massey 
Numer RIGHT TACKLE 

| 99 Mark Jacobs 
55 Jeff Tanner 


Senior 
Junior 


Senior 


Freshman 


Sophomore 
Senior 


Numeer RiGHT ENb Ye 
9 Jason Thomas Sophomore 
91 Anthony Watson Freshman 


Number Qursipe LINEBACKER YEAR 
45 Lamont Smith* Junior 

| 44 David Ginn Junior 
Numer Muppte LINEBACKER YEAR 

| 49 Mike Schellenberger* Senior 

| 5] Bob Holmberg Junior 
22 Dele Ali Junior 
38 Anwar Stewart Freshman 
NumBer Lert CORNERBACK YEAR 

| 29 Tony Woods Sophomore 
W Chris Ford Sophomore 

4 Littleton Ward Junior 

31 Shamsee Arulogun Freshman 


Number STRONG SAFETY 
Leman Boyd* 
Jeff Zurcher 
Free SAFETY 
ra Kiyo Wilson Senior 
| 17 Van Hiles* Senior 


offense, averaging 196 yards per game. 
That kept the Cats’ defense off the field. 

Senior Ray McLaurin was the start- 
ing tailback at the beginning of last sea- 
son before losing his starting spot in the 
second game. The 6-0, 210-pounder 
subbed for an injured Williams and 
rushed for 107 yards on 25 carries in a 
24-16 win over LSU. 

Depth is a problem, however. Red- 
shirt freshmen Anthony White and Lee 
Wesley will compete for the job, as will 
true freshman Derick Logan, who led the 
state of Texas in rushing at Marine Mili- 
tary Academy in Harlingen. 


SmitH Gets His CHANCE 

Defensively, the transition from 
Archer to new coordinator Rick Smith 
should be smoother than most. Smith has 
been UK’s secondary coach since Curry’s 
arrival, and spent the past three years 
under Archer. 

“Rick is prepared,” said Curry. “He is 
not getting it because ‘he deserves it;’ he 
is getting it because he can do the job.” 

Not that Archer won't be missed. The 
ex-LSU head coach inherited a unit that 
refused to tackle anybody, but improved 
enough in '93 to squeeze out a Peach 
Bowl appearance. The defense regressed 
terribly in 94, but improved greatly last 
season, winding up eighth in the SEC in 
total defense and 48th in the nation. 

“I know Coach Smith is a lot more 
laid back than Coach Archer,” said line- 
backer Lamont Smith after the change. 
“But I know that Coach Smith can get 
down to business, too.” 

The new defensive coordinator 
inherits two players with starting experi- 
ence up front in Supe and Ward, though 
the latter moves inside from end to 
tackle. Supe, a 6-3, 243-pound senior, 
was leading the SEC in sacks when he 
broke his right forearm in the season’s 
fourth game and did not return until a 
brief appearance in the season finale. 
Jeff Tanner, another senior, will be a 
starter at end if Ward remains inside. 

Schellenberger, an undersized but 
heady senior, returns at middle linebacker. 
Lamont Smith, a junior, returns at one 
outside spot. The other outside spot is up 
for grabs, though converted safety Dele 
Ali has the inside track because of his 
speed, a commodity sorely lacking on the 
comers last year. 

The Cats lost three key defensive 
backs — corner Steven Hall and safeties 
Reggie Rusk and George Harris — but still 
return some experience, thanks to Smith's 
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MIKE SCHELLENBERGER (49), AN UNDERSIZED BUT HEADY SENIOR, RETURNS AT MIDDLE LINEBACKER. 


PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 


penchant for playing several players. Kiyo 
Wilson and Leman Boyd figure to be the 
starting safeties, with junior Littleton Ward 
and sophomore Tony Woods the leading 
contenders at the corner. Hiles remains in 
doubt after the senior missed the stretch 
run of ’95 because of post-concussion 
complications. He was held out of contact 
during spring drills. 

“[ think we're going to be a better 
defense, for sure,” said Boyd. “For the 
defensive backs, Coach Smith really helps 
us out. We know exactly how he wants it 
to be done.” 

The kicking game was a disappoint- 
ment last year, with punter Jimmy Carter 
averaging just 35.6 yards per kick, and 
placekicker Brian Sivinski (now graduated) 
struggling. Juco transfer Tobin Anderson 
may be the answer at placekicker, but 
Carter may remain the punter. 

The schedule is no collection of 
pushovers. It opens with a clash with arch- 
rival Louisville, and road trips to Florida, 
Alabama, LSU and Tennessee are sure to 
be no fun. 

And then there’s Vanderbilt. Last 
year’s loss at Vandy was Curry’s fifth 
straight to the Commodores, a group that, 
pre-Curry, UK had handled in 12 of 15 
previous meetings. 

And there’s the rub. While Newton, 
who admits to being an FOB (friend of 
Bill's), likes Curry, and for the most part, 
the fans like Curry, the bottom line, the 


results, are not nearly as friendly. Curry’s 
first three seasons in Lexington went 4-7, 
3-8, 4-7, before a 6-6 record in ’93, 
punctuated by a 14-13 loss to Clemson in 
the Peach Bowl. Then came the 1-10 dis- 
aster of 94, followed by last year’s 
marked, if modest, improvement. 

As a signal of this year’s importance, 
Curry closed spring drills to the media and 
canceled the annual spring game. That 
move gave the Cats the distinction of 
being the only SEC school to not open 
any of the proceedings to the press or the 
public — until public pressure caused the 
coach to open the final practice session. 

“We've got to get our players in the 
right position,” said Curry during the 
spring. “We have to improve our systems 
and our techniques. And we want to be a 
more consistent football team.” 

Mainly, the Cats want to show the 
same sort of improvement they exhibited 
in 1995, That would be significant, and if 
reflected in wins and losses, could get 
them into a bowl game. 

But can they? 

During that Nov. 20 press confer- 
ence, Newton was asked if he could end 
up in the same room doing the same 
thing, giving a thumbs up or a thumbs 
down, after the 1996 season. 

“Yes, we could,” Newton said. “But I 
don’t think we'll have to. I think we're 
very close.” 

—John Clay 
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ill “Brother” Oliver has 

changed loyalties. He has 

gone from the Hatfields to 
the McCoys, from Democrat to 
Republican, from elephant to eagle. 

In the process, one of college 
football’s best-known defensive 
coordinators sent shock waves 
throughout the state of Alabama, the 
South and college football. 

Oliver, considered the “Bear- 
apparent” at Alabama to Gene 
Stallings, gave up on a long-time 
dream and left the Crimson Tide 
program because of friction with 
Stallings. 


PHOTO BY COURTLAND RICHARDS 


‘Brother’ Oliver Jumps From Bama to Auburn 


Not only did he fly the coop, he landed in the 
enemy’s camp, becoming defensive coordinator at 
none other than Auburn. 

Auburn coach Terry Bowden had decided it was time 
to part ways with Wayne Hall, Auburn's defensive coordi- 
nator since 1981. This was the same Wayne Hall who had 
helped Bowden win his first 20 games at Auburn. 

After Auburn gave up 22 points and 385 yards per 
game last season, Bowden told Hall in mid-December, 
before Auburn's bowl game, a divorce was necessary. 
Then, Bowden sent a test pattern Oliver's way. 

“Auburn demands that I go out and hire the best 
coach in America,” Bowden said. 

Bowden had heard rumblings that Oliver had filed for 
early retirement and would not return to Alabama. So, 
Bowden made what seemed like an improbable call. Oliver 
was stunned. 

Oliver had once condescendingly referred to Bowden 
as Buster Brown. But Oliver also had given Auburn’s 
offense fits, and he had gained a reputation as one of the 
nation’s finest defensive minds. 

“I couldn’t talk for a minute and a half,” Oliver said of 
Bowden's call. “Surprised? I was shocked to no end.” 

Oliver secretly agreed to bolt Bama. Auburn didn’t ask 
for Alabama's permission to interview Oliver. Oliver didn’t 
give Alabama’s administration a chance to counter. The 
deal was done behind close doors, the way it pretty much 
has to be between heated rivals. 

Oliver departed and — gee whiz — didn’t even recom- 
mend a successor. 

“When you make a decision like this,” Oliver said, 
“they are probably ready for you to get all your bags 
packed and get out of there.” 

It was the second time in three years an SEC school 
tried to lure Oliver away from Alabama. Florida coach 
Steve Spurrier, who admits to having a “conversation” 
with Oliver three years ago, reportedly offered Oliver 
$150,000 a year to leave Tuscaloosa. That's when former 
Crimson Tide athletic director Hootie Ingram is believed to 
have told Oliver he would succeed Stallings, who was 
expected to retire in a year or two. 

But Stallings didn’t retire and Ingram was removed as 
athletic director in the midst of an NCAA investigation. 
That's when Oliver, miserable under Stallings, decided to 
embark on his second tenure at Auburn. 

The coordinators war in the SEC is fierce. The league 
has six new defensive coordinators, none with more than 
two years of service at the same school. Only two offen- 
sive coordinators have been at the same SEC school more 
than two years, and one of them does not call plays. 

Oliver takes to Auburn gaudy credentials. He has 
coached on four national championship teams — all at 
Alabama. His 1992 Tide defense was acclaimed as one of 
the best in college football in two decades. 

Oliver has changed allegiance before. He was on 
Auburn’s staff (1966-70), then Alabama's (1971-79, 
1990-95). Now Auburn's again. He had a brief head- 
coaching stint at Tennessee-Chattanooga. He also had 
stops at Clemson and the USFL’s Memphis Showboats. 


Not only is Oliver a big addition for Auburn, but, pre- 
sumably, a key loss for Alabama, which promoted line 
coach Mike Dubose to replace Oliver. 

How important was Oliver to Auburn? It gave Oliver a 
package of about $200,000, with a base salary of 
$140,000. No SEC head coach has a higher base. 

Discounting Oliver's loot, the average salary of a 
defensive coordinator in the SEC is about $85,000. Geor- 
gia’s Joe Kines is the only other SEC defensive coordina- 
tor who makes at least $100,000. 

Auburn spared no expense to get Oliver because good 
coordinators have become a valuable commodity. Ken- 
tucky thought enough of defensive coordinator Mike 
Archer to give him a five-year contract. Archer left in 
March to join the Pittsburgh Steelers as linebackers coach. 

Archer, formerly head coach at LSU, said a head 
coach can be too loyal to his coordinators. That might 
have cost Archer his job at LSU. 

“I was as guilty as anybody and I'm not afraid to admit 
it,” said Archer, who won the SEC Championship at LSU 
in 1988, then was fired two years later. In retrospect, he 
said, he probably should have pulled the trigger. “Sure, 
coordinators can make or break a head coach.” 

The time demands of a head coach — administrative 
details, media interviews, alumni functions, off-the-field 
problems — make it difficult for a head coach to coach as 
much as he would like. Instead, many head coaches coach 
their assistants, then turn them loose. 

Thus, a greater burden is placed on coordinators. And 
they are increasingly accountable, as evidenced by the fact 
that half of the teams in the SEC have new defensive coor- 
dinators in 1996. 

“If you accept the title of offensive or defensive coordi- 
nator, you have to accept the responsibility,” Archer said. 
“It's no different than a head coach accepting responsibil- 
ity for an entire program, except a coordinator is only 
responsible for one side of the ball.” 

Yet, Archer found it “mind-boggling” that the SEC has 
six first-year defensive coordinators. 

Tennessee coach Phillip Fulmer said he gives his 
coordinators a great deal of latitude, but he stays very 
much involved. 

“Our coordinators are an extension of my philoso- 
phy,” Fulmer said. “I think I could be (a coordinator and 
head coach) but I don’t want to be. I’m involved in all 
phases of our program. Some head coaches turn it over 
completely. | don’t. If you're not careful, you get away 
from the Xs and Os and it passes you by.” 

The SEC features six new defensive coordinators this 
season; the average tenure at the same school is 0.58 
years, indicating how much of a game of musical chairs it 
has become. 

If you discount Auburn offensive coordinator Tommy 
Bowden — brother Terry calls the plays — the SEC’s 
seven play-callers have seven years of experience at their 
current schools. 

Of the league’s 12 teams, only four (Tennessee, Ole 
Miss, South Carolina and LSU) enter this season with the 
same pair of coordinators as last year. 
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Oliver is not the first coach to make a 
move within the SEC. Joe Lee Dunn, 
interim head coach at Ole Miss in 1994 
and defensive coordinator at Arkansas in 
1995, was hired as defensive coordinator 
at Mississippi State. 

Lynn Amedee, who was not retained 
as LSU’s offensive coordinator after Curley 
Hallman’s 1994 firing, coached in high 
school for one season before being hired 
by Jackie Sherrill to run State’s offense. 

Kines was at Arkansas before making 
a lateral move to Georgia prior to the 
1995 season. He was retained by new 
Bulldogs coach Jim Donnan. 

Why the upheaval? 

Several reasons. Coordinators are in 
demand as head coaches or NFL assis- 
tants. They also are more accountable than 
ever before, getting the credit or blame for 
a team’s performance. Media attention has 
given them a greater platform than ever 
before. And some are scapegoats. 

Of the 11 coordinators no longer at 
the same SEC school this year, five were 
fired, three went to the NFL, two made 
lateral moves and one became a head 
coach at his alma mater. 

“A defensive coordinator is a critical 
position on my staff because | have 
absolutely no input,” Terry Bowden said. 
“I desire to have absolutely no input. | 
turn it over to him, give him all the 
responsibility, give him all the credit. But | 
also let him know I’m going to have to 
hold him accountable.” 

Bowden said Hall’s dismissal was his 
first defensive coordinator change in 13 
years as a head coach. He said the depar- 
ture was not about football. 

“Wayne is a fine coach, but Wayne 
and Terry did not need to be together any 
more,” Bowden said. 

Bowden said he probably should get 
out of the play-calling business, “but I get 
to play quarterback. | couldn't imagine it 
any other way. I’ve got two or three guys 
on my staff who could call plays as well as 
I do. But we all can’t do it. It’s too much 
fun and I’m pretty good at it. 

“Coaches like to say we're in it to 
mold young men. You could be a Boy 
Scout leader and mold young men. Once 
you're a play-caller, it’s hard to give it up.” 

Gerry DiNardo called plays when he 
was head coach at Vanderbilt. He did so 
because Vandy ran the I-Bone that 
DiNardo installed during his days as Col- 
orado’s offensive coordinator. 

At LSU, the Tigers run from the I-for- 
mation. So, DiNardo hired Morris Watts 
to call plays. 


DON’T APPLY IF YOU WANT JOB SECURITY 


he tenure of a Southeastern 

Conference defensive coordi- 

nator isn’t much longer than 
the length of a pregnancy. 

That’s an appropriate compari- 
son considering so many programs 
are in the infancy stage with their 
defenses. Six SEC teams have new 
defensive coordinators, including 


the SEC East and SEC West divi- 
sion champions. 

Wally Burnham’s two seasons at 
South Carolina make him the dean 
of SEC defensive coordinators. 

David Cutcliffe of Tennessee 
has the longest tenure among 
offensive coordinators who call 
plays: three years. 


HERE’S A GLANCE AT WHO’S WHAT WHERE, 
AND HOW LONG THEY HAVE BEEN THERE: 


SCHOOL 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR 


(Ist) Mike Dubose (1st) 


Tomm | Roviden (4th) 


none 


“Steve Spurrier (7th) 


Bill Oliver (1st) 
Miles Aldridge (1st) 
Stoops (1s!) 


Joe Kines (2nd) 


Noel Mazzone (2nd) 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 


Lynn Amedee (1st) 
SOUTH CAROLINA —_ John Eason (2nd) 


Joe Lee Dunn (1st) 
Wally Burnham (3rd) 


David Cutcliffe (4th) 
*Rod Dowhower (2nd) 


John Chavis (2nd) 
ody Widenhofer (2nd) 


Average tenure of offensive coordinator: 1.25 years 
Average tenure of defensive coordinator: .583 years 
* Head coach serves as the offensive coordinator. 


“I felt I was an expert in the I-Bone and 
could really do the best job running that 
offense,” DiNardo said. “I don’t feel that 
way about the offense we’re running now.” 

DiNardo said he feels he’s a better 
game-day manager than he was when he 
called plays. But he also entrusts his coor- 
dinators to run the show within his basic 
parameters: a run-oriented offense and a 
hard-nosed, aggressive defense. 

“There’s 11, 12, 13 critical, critical 
days that will have as much of an impact 
on the program as any other day, includ- 
ing signing day,” DiNardo said of game 
days. “The coordinators call the offense 
and the defense and they are critical to 
the success of your program. 

“When it’s all said and done, you better 
perform on game day. And they have more 
to do on game day than the head coach.” 


— Jimmy Hyams 


Stallings, however, said the concept 
of coordinators is overrated. 

“First of all, you bring in a quote, 
coordinator, and he puts in his entire 
offense, and then he leaves,” said 
Stallings, who has new coordinators on 
both sides of the ball. “You're back at 
Square One. 

“I pretty well know what I want to do 
offensively and defensively. | need some- 
body to coordinate it and handle it, but if 
that particular individual would leave ... 
you're not at a total loss as to what you're 
trying to accomplish.” 

Interestingly, when Oliver returned to 
Alabama in 1990, he was not the defen- 
sive coordinator, though he called defen- 
sive signals. Stallings didn’t have one 
initially. It was not until 1993 that Oliver, 
who coached the secondary, was 
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bestowed that title. Stallings said he 
didn’t have coordinators when he was 
head coach of the NFL Cardinals. 

“] was more concerned with good 
coaches than good titles,” he said. 

Conversely, Ole Miss’ second- 
year head coach Tommy Tuberville 
said hiring coordinators is “one of the 
most important decisions” a head 
coach makes. He not only gives his 
coordinators free reign, he also gives 
them the final say in recruiting 
“because they know what they need.” 

Tuberville said a coordinator 
needs leadership and organizational 
skills, and a proven scheme. 
Tuberville, acknowledged as an out- 
standing defensive coordinator, said 
he would be a “hindrance” if he tried 
to coordinate the Rebels’ defense. 

“I don’t see how one person can 
(be a coordinator) and a head coach,” 
he said. “It’s virtually impossible.” 

But the head coach recognized as 
the best in the SEC serves as his own 
offensive coordinator. And he has 
won four consecutive SEC East divi- 
sion titles and three of the last four 
SEC Championship games. 

Steve Spurrier’s offenses were 
innovative and productive with the 
Tampa Bay Bandits, Duke and 
Florida. He always has called plays as 
a head coach and wouldn’t have it 
any other way. 

“That's what I can do to help our 
team most,” Spurrier said. “I really 
believe I'm a head coach only 
because of what our teams did offen- 
sively when I was an assistant coach. 

“Sometimes it amazes me when 
a person becomes a head coach, he 
gives up all of his coaching duties.” 

Some coaches argue that if you 
coordinate one side of the ball, the 
other side gets ignored. One criticism 
of Spurrier is that Florida is not as 
good on defense as it should be. 

Spurrier’s response: “We've fin- 
ished first five of the last six years in 
the SEC. I don’t see how that is justi- 
fiable, do you?” 

Indeed, if not for Spurrier’s play- 


calling, Florida might not have the SEC’s best record this decade. 
But the Gators have been forced to outscore many opponents, beat- 
ing Tennessee 62-37 and Auburn 49-38 last year. And who can for- 
get the 62 points Nebraska tallied in last season’s Fiesta Bowl? 
Florida has had four defensive coordinators in Spurrier’s six sea- 
sons, including Ron Zook twice. Zook was demoted after the 1993 
season, then promoted when Bob Pruett took a head coaching job 
at Marshall. But within weeks, Zook was headed to the NFL. 
Spurrier wound up with Bob Stoops, who guided Kansas 


The G&W Recruiting Connection 
The G&W Football Recruiting Report 


The No. 1 Preseason Prep Football List 
“There isn’t a better recruiting report on the market. We get it every year!” 


“Ronnie Cottrell, Asst. Coach, Fla. St. Nick Gasparato, Asst. Coach, Temple 
- *Bob Chimel, Asst. Coach, Notre Dame *Lance Thompson, Asst. Coach, Ga. Tech 


_ You receive six informative reports... 


«Preseason Report, mailed in late August--between 
76 and 88 pages! 
Listing of the top 3,500 senior prep players by state 
Preseason All-American and All-Regional team 
Thumbnail looks at the top 1,000 national prospects 


«Late December Report 
Updated All-American and All-Area teams 
Top players’ college visits plus hot rumors 


*Two January Pre-Signing Date Reports 
The most complete list of verbal commitments 
Signing rumors and other breaking news 


*Two March Post-Signing Date Reports 
The first lists the top 1,000 players and their selections 
The second will have analysis of all the 

85 Division 1-A schools 


Compiled by Phil Grosz and Tom Weber 
Recruiting analysts with more than 20 years’ experience 
Our seventh year-starting in Mid-October 1996! 


The G&W Football Recruiting Hotline 
1-900-454-3GNW (3469) 


Weekly updates Oct. through Dec.; Daily updates begin in January 
Featuring lists of commitments to individual teams in every major 
conference-the nation’s most comprehensive recruiting line! 


Call and select messages from ANY phone! 
Only $1.49 for the first minute, 99 cents each additional minute 
(Callers under 18 must have parent's or guardian’s permission to call) 


Yes, I want the 1996-97 G&W Recruiting Report. Send me: 
Six reports annually, just $33. Six reports + Preseason Top 250, $38 


Name Address 
City/State/Zip 
Please send a check or money order payable to: The G&W Report, 
P.O. Box 2021, Sanatoga, Pa 19464 Or call (610) 326-3750. Or 
Mastercard Visa 

Exp. date. __—— Signature 


State to the nation’s No. 1 total defense ranking last season. 

Unlike some coaches, Spurrier didn’t hire a defensive coordi- 
nator to fit the head coach’s scheme. He hired a coach to imple- 
ment his own scheme. 

“When I was talking to Stoops, he said, ‘I want to get with 
your assistants and learn your terminology,’” Spurrier said. “I 
said, ‘No, you don’t have to adapt to our terminology. You call it 
what you know it is.”” 

— Jimmy Hyams 
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SEC RECRUITING * SEC RECRUITING 
Couch Lirts Spirits, EXPECTATIONS 


In His on’ 


na state known far more for produc- 

ing athletes adept at tossing a round, 

orange ball through a round, orange 
hoop, Tim Couch was not just an excep- 
tion, he was exceptional. 

And, as Andy Griffith would have 
said years ago, what the other sport was 
was football. And what Tim Couch was, 
and is, is a phenomenon. 

The 6-5, 212-pound quarterback 
from Leslie County High School and the 
tiny town of Hyden — population 375 
and home of the Richard M. Nixon 
Recreation Center — was the state of 
Kentucky's best and most highly 
recruited football prospect since a half- 
back wearing No. 5 came out of 
Louisville back in the 1950s, and went 
on to win a Heisman Trophy at Notre 
Dame and a handful of NFL champi- 
onships with the Green Bay Packers. 

The name Paul Hornung ring a bell? 

Only this is the 1990s, and thanks to 
the media, Couch was more than simply 
a high school hero. He was a cultural 
happening tucked inside the Kentucky 
mountains, drawing onlookers, star seek- 
ers, scouting services and college 
coaches en mass to the town of 375 
people, whose previous brush with great- 
ness came when a deposed Nixon 
showed up to dedicate a community cen- 
ter named in his honor. 

Couch was bigger than Nixon, and 
not just for the national career prep 
passing records he set, with 12,091 
yards through the air, 133 touchdowns 
and 872 completions. Or the fact that he 
became the first high school football 
player from Kentucky to be named 
National Player of the Year by USA 
Today, and to earn the Lexington Her- 
ald-Leader’s Sportsman of the Year 
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award, as voted by the state, beating out 
such stalwarts as UK tailback Moe 
Williams, the SEC’s leading rusher, UK 
gymnast Jenny Hansen, who became the 
first athlete to win the NCAA's all- 
around title three consecutive years ... 
not to mention anybody playing that 
sport with an orange ball and hoop. 

(It should be noted that, this being 
Kentucky, Couch was a pretty fair bas- 
ketball player, as well. Though an injury 
diminished his totals his senior season, 
he led the state in scoring his junior year, 
averaging 39 points per game.) 

Instead, Couch had the look of a star 
college — dare we say pro — quarter- 
back thanks to his NFL size, his accurate 
arm, and his on-field presence. The 
scouting services were nearly unanimous 
in listing Couch the top prep prospect in 
America. And the college recruiters 


KENTUCKY HOME 


agreed, making Couch the subject of a 
fierce and highly publicized recruiting 
battle among Florida, Florida State, 
Penn State, Notre Dame, Auburn, Ohio 
State and Tennessee, as well as his 
home-state school. 

Kentucky? The top prep football 
player in the country? 

“Tim is the best high school prospect 
I've ever seen,” said Kentucky football 
coach Bill Curry, in a quote that would 
get him in hot water with the NCAA, 
“and I've seen a lot of prospects in my 
42 years.” 

Not enough trouble, however, to keep 
the embattled Curry from landing the top 
prize. December 23, the very day the 
eventual national champion Kentucky bas- 
ketball team met arch-rival Louisville at 
Rupp Arena, just across the street from 
the arena, Couch committed to Kentucky. 


FRESHMEN OF INFLUENCE 


NAME WwGT 
Champ Bailey 170 
Tim Bowens 196 


COLLEGE 
Georgia 
Alabama 


HOMETOWN 
Folkston, GA 
Killen, AL 


Daymon Carroll 
Jamie Carter 
Derrick Chambers 
Jeff Chaney 


Cecil Collins 

Tim Couch 

Shaun Ellis 

Rufus French 
Dwayne Goodrich 
Gerald Griffin 

Joe Gunn 

Buck Gurly 
Alcender Jackson 


260 
248 
195 
200 
215 
225 
229 
175 
175 


255 


Norristown, PA 
Philadelphia, MS 
Lawndale, NC 
Lake Wales, FL 
Leesville, LA 
Hyden, KY 
Anderson, SC 
Amory, MS 

Oak Lawn, IL 
Murfreesboro, TN 
Amory, MS 
Tallahassee, FL 
Moss Point, MS 


Florida 
Alabama 
Florida 
South Carolina 
LSU 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Mississippi 
Tennessee 
Tennessee 
Mississippi 
Florida 

LSU 
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“This is the best day of my life,” said 
his father, Elbert Couch. “This is where 
we wanted him to go all along.” 

“I didn’t want to be just another 
name in a great line of quarterbacks at a 
school,” Couch said, of why he picked 
UK over second-place finisher Ten- 
nessee. “I wanted to start my own name 
here at Kentucky, and hopefully get a big 
tradition started here.” 

The day after his official signing, 
Feb. 7, Kentucky opened a one-week, 
early-bird season-ticket sale drive. The 
first day, the school reported that 353 
packages had been sold. 

“The thing I loved about Tim when | 
saw him play, and frankly I was sur- 
prised, was the enthusiasm of his play,” 
Curry said. “He never showed that when 
he was speaking to me. He was polite 
and so forth, but you don’t really get that 
until you see him play. 

“He has amazing gifts. His accuracy. 
He can throw the deep ball and the short 
ball with touch. He can take something 
off of it, and he can also throw the post- 
corner. Part of it is repetition, part of it 
is God’s gift. I like his feet. He has that 
sixth sense to know when to run.” 

Was Curry confident that Couch 
would come to UK? 

“I had no idea. I’m used to having 
two teenagers in my house and I had no 
idea what they were going to do.” 


NAME WGT 


Jermale Kelly 187 


The thinking is 
that Couch’s 
arrival will open 
up a Kentucky 
offense that has 
been based on 
running the foot- 
ball, with an 
option-oriented 
attack in 1992-94, 
and a one-back 
attack last season. 

“But we really 
have to throw the 
ball,” said Curry. 
“T will always 
believe you have 
to run the ball to 
compete. But you 
have to be able to 
throw to get to the 
highest level, and 
we have to be able 
to do that.” 

Couch will 
compete with 
holdover starter 
Billy Jack Haskins 
for the starting job 
in the fall. 

“We've made 
it clear to Billy 
Jack that he is the 
starter and some- 
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one will have to beat him out,” Curry 
said. “I had Billy Jack come in and talk 
to him about it, and he’s been great. He 
sees it as a challenge. And we've told 
Billy Jack, “You are the starter.’ But we 
always have competition.” 

Though not as gifted as Couch, 
Haskins may be tough to beat out. In his 
first start, he snapped Kentucky’s 12- 
game losing streak (the longest in the 
nation) by directing a 17-10 win at Indi- 
ana. By year’s end, he had earned the 
respect of his team and his staff by play- 
ing with a left shoulder separated in the 
Vanderbilt game. 

Couch will get a shot, however, and 
he does figure to play as a true freshman 
— he didn’t pass up Tennessee, or 
Florida, or Florida State, etc., to sit on 
the bench at Kentucky. 

—Jdohn Clay 
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SEC RECRUITING + SEC RECRUITING 


ALABAMA 


Limited to 12 scholarships, the Tide 
could not be expected to have a sensa- 
tional year. Even so, Alabama followed 
last year’s high-quality group with a class 
that fills some serious needs. Wide 
receiver was a top priority for the Tide 
and it answered by signing one of the 
nation’s finest in Tim Bowens. However, 
defensive linemen headline this class. 

Headliner: Defensive lineman 
Kenny Smith at 6-7, 260, has the ability 
to play early and often. Watch for him as 
a pass-rush specialist. 

Sleeper: Tight end/offensive line- 
man Adam Joiner at 6-4, 285, came on 
to receive the attention of many recruiters 
late in the year. 


ARKANSAS 


This is the best group, from top to 
bottom, to head for Fayetteville in a long 
time. Danny Ford looked far and wide for 
his signees, who include linebacker Car- 
leton Bexley from Georgia. Bexley is one 
of the strongest high school players in 
America. 

Headliner: Offensive lineman Tyler 
Garman from Rogers, Ark., has the size 
and speed at 6-6, 285, to play as a 
freshman. 

Sleeper: Chrysanthus Chuckuma, a 
big, fast running back from Montgomery, 
Ala., could be exceptional. At 6-1, 214, 
his reported 10.4 in the 100 meters is 
remarkable. 


AUBURN 


Although this class does not equal the 
superior Auburn class of last year, it still 
ranks among the South’s finest. Great 
athletes abound in this group of players. 
Perhaps the most notable aspect of this 
recruiting class is its diversity. The Tigers 
landed good ones at every position. 
Auburn fans concerned about quarterback 
depth will be watching Ben Leard closely. 

Headliner: Defensive lineman 
Brent Mueller of Fairfax, Va., is a high 
school All-American who could be of 
immediate help. 

Sleeper: Tellie Embery is a superior 
athlete who will get a shot at running back 


AREA Hicu ScHoon TALENT 


NAME 

Adam Cox 

Stanford Simmons 

Fred Weary OL 6-5 
Monte Henderson DB 5-11 
Ron Johnson 
Charon Dorsey DL 6-6 
Willie Sams DL 6-5 
Deon Grant DB 6-4 


Jamal Lewis RB 6-1 


Jasper Swanks RB 6-2 
Abraham Booty 

Travis Minor 

Dwayne Woods 

Tony Driver 

Dorsette Davis 

Terrance Metcalfe 

Kenny Smith DL 

Brian Scott WR 6-3 
David Fillauer WR 6-4 


and could also be a candidate for the 
quarterback spot. 


FLORIDA 


The Gators had to do some great 
work in the last two weeks of the recruit- 
ing campaign to finish among the SEC’s 
top three classes. The on-again, off-again 
battle for Derrick Chambers finally went 
Steve Spurrier’s way to propel Florida to 
a class with championship potential. 

Headliner: Pass-rusher supreme 
Buck Gurley could play in Game 1 as a 
freshman if everything goes right. As a 
pass-rusher he has few equals. 

Sleeper: Doug Johnson is a quarter- 
back who fits Spurrier’s philosophy to a 
“T” However, the quarterback position is 
loaded at Florida. 


GEORGIA 


The Bulldogs did their best to over- 
come the decided disadvantages that go 
with a late coaching change. Although not 
a great class by Georgia standards, it is 
strong enough to win with and should 
provide a solid foundation going into a 
more normal recruiting situation for the 
new coaching staff. 
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WGT HOMETOWN 

195 Jasper, Alabama 

210 Clay County, Alabama 
265 Montgomery, Alabama 
175 Conway, Arkansas 
Watson Chapel, Arkansas 
295 Jacksonville, Florida 

265 Bradenton, Florida 

195 Augusta, Georgia 

210 Atlanta, Georgia 

210 Columbus, Georgia 

175 Shreveport, Louisiana 

185 Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
185 Slidell, Louisiana 

210 Louisville, Kentucky 

275 Cleveland, Mississippi 

285 Clarksdale, Mississippi 

285 Meridian, Mississippi 

190 Darlington, South Carolina 
180 Knoxville, Tennessee 


Headliner: Patrick Pass is widely 
considered the top running back prospect 
in America. He is a big, fast guy with 
quick feet — a true impact player. 

Sleeper: Strong safety Orantes 
Grant may be better than advertised even 
though he is already well thought of. 
Grant runs well and hits like a linebacker. 


KENTUCKY 


The Wildcats did the job at quarter- 
back by signing Tim Couch, which made 
this class. Some other solid recruits joined 
him. Next year they'll need a strong class 
from top to bottom so Couch will have a 
chance to show his stuff. 

Headliner: Couch is considered the 
nation’s top quarterback prospect. Much 
is expected of him. Fortunately, he has 
the ability to deliver. 

Sleeper: Marc Samuel is an excel- 
lent kicker who could have a big say in 
Kentucky’s future. 


LSU 


The Tigers are back! With the top- 
rated recruiting year in the SEC set to 
combine with last year’s excellent class 
headlined by Kevin Faulk, LSU should 
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contend for the SEC’s Western Division 
title. This LSU class is loaded. Name a 
position and a top LSU signee comes to 
mind. Junior college players will also play 
a big role next season. 

Headliner: Defensive lineman Der- 
rion Yates of Houston has the look of a 
freshman starter. At 6-7, 235, he should 
drive quarterbacks crazy. 

Sleeper: LSU's class is too deep for 
sleepers, but watch for great things from 
running back Cecil Collins and offensive 
lineman Alcender Jackson. 


MISSISSIPPI 


The coaching staff at Ole Miss is a 
clever group. Though limited to 13 
signees, the Rebels brought in the world’s 
largest group of recruits and actually 
signed the nation’s No. 1 tight end, a fine 
quarterback, and one of the most impres- 
sive running backs in the South. 

Headliner: Rufus French is the top 
prospect in this class. It is hard to imagine 
a more gifted player at tight end. 

Sleeper: Jason Vaughn is a quarter- 
back who will likely have quite a career at 
Ole Miss. Vaughn is big, mobile and has a 
great arm. 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 


This was not a vintage year for Missis- 
sippi State as far as high school signees 
are concerned. Junior college players 
appear to be the key to this class, with a 
couple who could play quickly. With the 
NCAA investigation out of the way and an 
end to that rumor mill, things should be 
better. 

Headliner: From the high school 
ranks, defensive back Eugene Clinton 
could be the best of the lot. 

Sleeper: Kenzaki Jones could be a 
good one at wideout. At 6-2, 190, he has 
the size to be a fine possession receiver. 


Sourn CAROLINA 


South Carolina fans in the know will 
recognize this as the best class yet for Brad 
Scott. This bunch has more impact players 
and better quality from top to bottom than 
any South Carolina class to date. The 
Gamecocks were in the final two for sev- 
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eral players at the end who could have 
made this class even more special. 

Headliner: Donovan Norman is an 
awesome wide receiver who will almost 
certainly play as a freshman. He has no 
weaknesses. 

Sleeper: Rated high by some, not so 
high by others, Anthony Overstreet 
should be a great linebacker. His closing 
speed is phenomenal. 


TENNESSEE 


The Vols had a great year. In fact, 
they finished with the second-most highly 
rated class in the SEC and came close to 
being No. 1 again. No matter the ranking, 
this group combined with Tennessee’s 
returning talent should amount to a formi- 
dable football team. Speed, size and great 
athletic ability are common in this group 
of signees. 

Headliner: Quarterback Tamaurice 
Martin of Mobile, Ala., may be the best 
Vol signee. He has it all. If he lives up to 
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the effort it took to sign him, he should be 
exceptional. 

Sleeper: Defensive lineman Shaun 
Ellis of Anderson, S.C., is not a sleeper, 
but Tennessee didn’t sign any unknowns. 
Ellis will probably play on opening day. 


VANDERBILT 


This is an interesting group of signees 
for Vanderbilt. It is not one of the SEC’s 
top classes, but there are some players 
who will likely surprise some folks down 
the line. Actually, the Commodores have 
more “name” players in this group than is 
usually the case. It looks like size was a 
major priority. 

Headliner: Zach Winkler is a multi- 
purpose player who could play in the SEC 
at wide receiver or defensive back. Basi- 
cally, he seems to find a way to win. 

Sleeper: Defensive lineman Ryan 
Aulds is a big guy with good speed and 
quickness. In time he has a chance to be a 
good one. — Forrest Davis 


Football Recruiting Publications 
listed below are based on information that comes 
so op recruits. No rumors just fact. 
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Let’s see now ... 

A massacre at the hands of Nebraska in last season’s national cham- 
pionship game might play on the psyche of Florida. 

LSU plays at Florida, at Auburn and catches Alabama at Tiger Sta- 
dium, where the Tigers haven't beaten the Tide since 1969. 

Tennessee has lost three in a row to the Gators by an average of 
20 points. 

Georgia hasn't beaten Florida this decade. 

Alabama's offense won't score much more than its soccer team. 

Auburn over-Halled its defense by firing Wayne Hall, its long-time 
defensive coordinator, and lost its quarterback and tailback. 

Arkansas lost its quarterback, its secondary, its defensive coordinator, 
and its chances of repeating in the West Division. 

You can find plenty of reasons why each Southeastem Conference 
contender won't win the conference. The key is 
finding the team with the most reasons to succeed. 


One of these days Florida’s bubble will burst, 
and that day looks like Sept. 21. 

The Gators have had the SEC’s best record 
five of the last six seasons and have played in all 
four SEC Championship games. 

But on Sept. 21, Florida must play at Ten- 
nessee in a game that likely will have national 
championship implications. Tennessee has an 
open date before facing Florida. That might be 
just enough advantage for the Vols to unseat the 
Gators from their lofty perch. 

Moreover, the Vols might have learned 
enough from last year’s 62-37 thrashing at 
Florida and Florida's 62-24 pounding by Nebraska to figure out a way to 
beat Steve Spurrier, “Saint Steve” as Tennessee’s Phillip Fulmer calls his 
rival coach. 

In the second half against Tennessee last season, Florida went with 
maximum pass protection, using only two or three receivers on pass pat- 
terns. Given time, quarterback Danny Wuerffel totally picked apart Ten- 
nessee’s secondary. 

While Florida won last year’s showdown by 25, don’t forget the Vols 
led, 30-14, just seconds before halftime. If Tennessee has a similarly 
strong start this season, it isn’t likely the Gators would forge a 41-7 sec- 
ond-half run at hostile, 102,000-seat Neyland Stadium. 

Tennessee will have an explosive offense, led by Heisman Trophy 
candidate Peyton Manning. The offensive line, a usual trademark, lost four 
starters and must be rebuilt. 

The Vols might have enough secondary talent to cover Florida's 


LSU at Arkan 
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exceptional array of receivers. They also return the SEC's premier pass 
rusher in Leonard Little. 

Florida set SEC records for most points, most touchdowns and most 
total yards last season — and most of the key starters return. 

Danny Wuerffel might miss the 6-4 Chris Doering around the goal- 
line; Doering caught an SEC-record 17 touchdown passes. And Wuerffel 
might miss left tackle Jason Odom protecting from the blind side. But he’s 
got the best receiving corps and the best trio of tailbacks in the SEC. 

Georgia is a scary team. Had quarterback Mike Bobo and tailback 
Robert Edwards not been lost for the season in September, coach Ray 
Goff might not have lost his job. At the time of their injuries, Bobo was 
completing over 60 percent of his passes for more than 200 yards a 
game. Edwards was leading the nation in rushing and scoring. 

In their absence, Georgia found depth at tailback in Torin Kirtsey 
(614 yards) and depth at quarterback in Hines 
Ward, who returns to his more desired position 
of flanker. 

Brad Scott brought a productive and exciting 
offense to South Carolina two years ago, and he 
had an experienced quarterback to run the show 
— Steve Taneyhill. The Gamecocks averaged 
more than 300 passing yards and 36.5 points a 
game last year. 

On the flip side, it’s not the kind of offense 
you can turn over to an unproven guy. And 
Anthony Wright threw just 27 passes last season. 
Moreover, South Carolina had the worst defense 
in the SEC, allowing 35.2 points per game and 

aa 53 touchdowns (by comparison, LSU gave up a 
30) league-best 19 TDs). It ranked 11th in run 
defense and intercepted just five passes, which 
just won't do in the SEC, where almost everybody has a balanced offense. 

Despite losing 1,600-yard rusher Moe Williams, Kentucky's offense 
might be more productive than last year. It certainly figures to be more 
controversial. 

The weekly question will be: When will hot-shot in-state All-American 
quarterback Tim Couch take over for the game Billy Jack Haskins? Hask- 
ins showed remarkable grit last season, playing at times with a separated 
shoulder. He almost engineered an upset of Tennessee. 

But Kentucky managed only 322 yards and 20.2 points per game. 
Without Williams and with a speedy group of receivers, Kentucky must 
rely more on the passing game, which is where Couch figures to come in. 

Coach Rod Dowhower's transition from former coach Gerry 
DiNardo’s -Bone to a pro-style offense was disastrous at Vanderbilt last 
year. Nine times, Vandy scored 14 or fewer points; six times, they failed to 
reach double digits. And that was with a 1,000-yard rusher, Jermaine 
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Johnson, who also turned pro a year early. 

Vanderbilt can field a competitive 
defense, but its offense (11.1 points per 
game) might be awful again. And opening 
against Notre Dame and Alabama for the 
second year doesn't help matters, 


If defense wins championships, 
you've got to like Alabama in the West. 
The Crimson Tide’s defensive line, line- 
backers and secondary rank among the 
best in the SEC. 

But you have to wonder how much 
Alabama will miss acclaimed defensive 
coordinator Bill “Brother” Oliver, who 
took his wizardry to rival Auburn, You 
have to wonder if new defensive coordi- 
nator Mike Dubose can stymie offenses 
the way Oliver did. 

Alabama might be rejuvenated now 
that it is eligible to win the SEC champi- 
onship and play in a bowl. But the Tide 
doesn’t have difference-makers like David 
Palmer, Jay Barker or Sherman Williams, 
who helped elevate them in recent years. 

LSU, conversely, has enough offense 
and defense to contend for, if not win, its 
first SEC title in eight years. Since 1988, 
the Tigers have had just one winning sea- 
son, and they have not won more than 
four SEC games in a season. DiNardo, a 
controversial hire from Vanderbilt, can 
change all that in his second season. 

LSU has two primary concerns: quar- 
terback and defensive end. An injury to 
Jamie Howard opened the door for fresh- 
man Herbert Tyler, who went 4-0 as a 
starter and put 49, 38, 28 and 45 points 
on the board, 

LSU has the best defensive tackle tan- 
dem in the SEC and a strong group of 
linebackers, which should help ease the 
pain of losing defensive ends Gabe North- 
ern and James Gillyard. 


Auburn's defensive line was wiped out in 1995 and it showed. 
The Tigers surrendered 49 points to Florida, 30 to Arkansas, 31 to Geor- 
gia, 27 to Alabama and 43 to Penn State. Out with Hall. In with Oliver, 
Auburn, ninth in the SEC in rushing defense last season, is changing 
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OFFENSE — FIRST TEAM 


Peyton Manning Tennessee 65 215 
Jay Graham Tennessee 60 206 
Kevin Faulk LSU 510 192 
Ike Hilliard Florida 5-11 182 
Joey Kent Tennessee 61 184 
Kris Mangum Mississippi 6-4 240 
Alan Faneca LSU 6-5 310 
Donnie Young Florida 6-4 299 
Jeff Mitchell Florida 6-4 285 
Jamar Nesbitt South Carolina 6-4 303 
Adam Meadows Georgia 67 280 
Hines Ward Georgia 61 194 
Jeff Hall Tennessee 60 182 
DEFENSE — FIRST TEA 
Leonard Little Tennessee 63 230 
Chuck Wiley LSU 64 274 
Keith Council Florida 65 283 
Darrell Blackburn Alabama 63 224 
Dwayne Rudd Alabama 62 232 
Dwayne Curry Mississippi State 6-3 248 
Marcellus Mostella Auburn 63 235 
Anthone Lott Florida 5-9 192 
Lawrence Wright Florida 61 209 
Kevin Jackson Alabama 62 200 
DeShea Townsend Alabama 5-10 170 
Chad Kessler tSU 61 197 
OFFENSE — SECOND TEAM 
Danny Wuerffel Florida 62 209 
Madre Hill Arkansas 61 193 
Robert Edwards Georgia 6-2 208 
Juan Daniels Georgia 6-2 207 
Reidel Anthony Florida 5-11 176 
David LaFleur tSsu 67 278 
Robert Poole Tennessee 63 291 
John Schlarman Kentucky 6-2 263 
Leonard Thomas Auburn 62 294 
Laron White Alabama 62 272 
John Causey Alabama 62 262 
Ta'Boris Fisher Mississippi 5-8 170 
Todd Latourette Arkansas 63 205 
DEFENSE — SECOND TEAM 
Chris Hood Alabama 63 240 
Anthony McFarland LSU 6-1 290 
Gino Bell Arkansas 62 276 
Kurt Supe Kentucky 6-3 243 
Takeo Spikes Auburn 6-2 224 
Mark Smith Arkansas 63 229 
Ralph Staten Alabama 63 200 
Denard Walker LSU 6-1 187 
Corey Johnson Georgia 5-11 190 
Jason Parker Tennessee 6.0 188 
Derek Jones Mississippi 59 170 
Andy Russ Mississippi State 60 181 
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ondary, 11th in the SEC with just seven 
interceptions, has some holes. 

The offensive keys are at quarterback 
and tailback. Talented Dameyune Craig, 
who excelled in short-yardage situations 
as an option quarterback, gets his 
chance. Fred Beasley is moving from full- 
back to tailback, where he could be a 
1,000-yard rusher, if an offensive line 
that lost three starters isn’t undone by 
inexperience. 

If Arkansas repeats, erect a statue of 
Danny Ford in Fayetteville. The Hogs 
have one returning quarterback on schol- 
arship (three have transferred in the past 
two years) and their two best running 
backs are coming off torn anterior cruci- 
ate ligament injuries. 

Madre Hill, who set a school record 
with 1,387 yards and also scored 16 
touchdowns, suffered his injury in the 
SEC title game in early December. Oscar 
Malone, who led the Hogs in rushing in 
1993 and °94, tore his ACL in the spring 
of 1995, 

Arkansas should be strong along the 
offensive line, at receiver and at line- 
backer. But a secondary that gave up an 
SEC-worst 2,659 yards lost four senior 
starters and the defense lost two good 
pass-rushing ends. 

Ole Miss coach Tommy Tuberville 
worked a minor miracle to go 6-5 last 
season. He worked another with an out- 
standing recruiting class, considering he 
only had 13 scholarships to offer due to 
NCAA sanctions. But his bag of tricks is 
likely to be empty this season. 

The Rebels lack talent, depth and 
experience at just about every position. 
But they could have an exciting tailback if 
junior college transfer John Avery gains 
his eligibility. 

Jackie Sherrill did better with former 


coach Rockey Felker’s talent than he has with his own. The Bulldogs went 


toa 3-4 alignment, hoping to utilize its strength at linebacker, The sec- 


1, Tennessee 

2. Florida 

3. Georgia 

4. South Carolina 
5. Kentucky 

6. Vanderbilt 


1. LSU 

2, Alabama 

3. Auburn 

4. Arkansas 

5. Ole Miss 

6. Mississippi State 
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EASTERN DIVISION 


Vols outscore Florida at Peyton's Place, 

It's hard enough fo repeat, much less five-peat 
A dangerous darkhorse if Bulldogs stay healthy. 
Big void at QB hurts Gamecocks in big games. 
Can Bill Curry survive another losing season? 
Pass offense, run personnel mix like oil, water. 


WESTERN DIVISION 


Gerry DiNardo completes a quick turnaround in Tigertown 
Typical Tide team: strong defense, impotent offense. 
Oliver can help D, but not schedule: at Florida, at Bama. 
After stunning season, Razorbacks drift back in pack. 
With fewer than 60 on scholarship, Rebels fight to survive 
Bulldogs have new coordinators, but get same results. 


SETTER —  ———— ————— 


to a bow in three of Shervill’s first four years, but last season they slumped 
to 3-8 and lost to Ole Miss. State won just one game after Sept. 16. 

The future? It’s not very bright. The Bulldogs have a handful of tal- 
ented players, but not enough to go .500. 


—dimmy Hyams 
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f this season goes much like last season, the SEC could get rich 
off the Bowl Alliance. 

With the Southwest Conference and Big Eight merging into 
the Big 12, an at-large spot becomes available in the Alliance this 
season — complete with the $8-million payday that goes to each 
of the four league champions involved and Notre Dame. 

So in addition to the champions of the SEC, Big 12, Atlantic 
Coast and Big East conferences, the top runner-up will be invited, 
too ... which clearly would have been Tennessee last season. In 
fact, if this method had been in place the past three years, an SEC 
team would have been included each time ... and the league would 
have had an extra $24 million to disperse among its members. 

Even if the SEC gets just one team in the Bowl Alliance, the 
league has at least five bowl spots waiting, provided it has five 
bowl-eligible teams. 

Last year, the SEC added the Outback Bowl (in place of the 
Gator Bowl) and the Independence Bowl. Here’s a look at the 
SEC deals: 

© Champion: Bow Alliance (Sugar, Fiesta, Orange bowls) 
Note: a second SEC team could be picked for an at-large spot; 
each subsequent pick remains in order. 

© Florida Citrus Bowl: SEC No. 2 pick vs. Big 10 runner- 
up (Citrus gets No. 3 SEC pick if a second SEC team goes to the 
Bowl Alliance). 

* Outback Bowl: SEC No. 3 pick vs. Big 10 No. 3. 

» Peach Bowl: SEC No. 4 pick vs. ACC No. 3. 

» Independence Bowl: SEC No. 5 pick vs. at-large. The 
Carquest Bowl has an option of selecting an SEC team (No. 5), 
which would then leave the Independence with No. 6. 

By the way, the SEC went 2-4 in bowls last year. The only 
victors were Tennessee over Ohio State in the Citrus, and LSU 
over Michigan State in the Independence. 


Wout You BELIEVE? © ® ® & © SSO” 


Tennessee and Florida, the two best and most talented teams 
in the SEC last year, did not lose a player early to pro football. 

But how about this? Vanderbilt, the league’s worst team last 
season, lost two: Jermaine Johnson, a 1,000-yard rusher who 
ranks among Vandy’s top five all-time leading backs, and quarter- 
back Ronnie Gordon, who completed 45.6 percent of his passes, 
are bypassing their senior seasons in Nashville. Gordon planned 
to try his hand in the Canadian Football League. 

And the poor got poorer in Lexington, too, when Kentucky's 
Moe Williams, who led the SEC in rushing with 1,600 yards, 
went pro after his junior season. Williams set school single-season 
records for rushing yards and all-purpose yards. 
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Three other SEC players turned pro early: receiver Eddie Ken- 
nison of LSU, offensive lineman Willie Anderson of Auburn and 
Georgia defensive tackle Keith Drayton. Drayton is the seventh 
player from Georgia to tum pro early, the most of any SEC school. 

Of the 25 SEC players who previously turned pro without 
exhausting their college eligibility, five went undrafted, and at 
least two others are no longer in the NFL. Counting six this year, 
the SEC has lost 31 players early since the NFL began drafting 
underclassmen in 1988, including at least one from every school. 


INDISPENSABLE @ #4090 40000404044 


In many cases, a list of quarterbacks might suffice as a list of 
the most indispensable players in the league. But depth and lead- 
ership often dictates that the most indispensable player is not 
always the team’s best player. For example, losing quarterback 
Danny Wuerffel would be a blow to Florida, but the Gators have 
an excellent backup in Eric Kresser. 

But if these teams lose these guys, they’re in trouble: 


Alabama Dwayne Rudd, LB 
Arkansas Mark Smith, LB 
Auburn Dameyune Craig, QB 
Florida Anthone Lott, CB 
Georgia Mike Bobo, QB 
Kentucky Kurt Supe, DE 
LSU Kevin Faulk, RB 
Ole Miss Ta’Boris Fisher, WR 
Mississippi State Derrick Taite, QB 
South Carolina Duce Staley, RB 
Tennessee Peyton Manning, QB 
Vanderbilt _ Bill Mariangel, P 


Top CATS @HSOHSHHOHOOHOS 


Only eight players who were a consensus first-team All-SEC 
return, including only three offensive players: Wuerffel, Arkansas 
running back Madre Hill and Ole Miss tight end Kris Mangum. 

On defense, it’s Arkansas linebacker Mark Smith, Auburn 
linebacker Marcellus Mostella, Florida safety Lawrence Wright, 
Alabama safety Kevin Jackson and LSU punter Chad Kessler. 

Four of the five leading rushers, two of the top three 
passers, three of the top four receivers and two of the top three 
tacklers return. 


TEAMS OF THE ‘PIS ® HHH PETE OTOOS 


As Tennessee coach Phillip Fulmer says, “Everybody in the 
SEC is chasing Florida.” Obviously, the Vols, Alabama and 
Auburn are doing a lot better job of chasing the Gators than 
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everybody else ... only four teams in the league have won more 
often than they have lost. 

Here’s a look at the SEC regular-season records for teams this 
decade ("Arkansas and South Carolina joined the league in 1992): 


TEAM WINS LOSSES TIES PERCENTAGE 
Florida 4] 5 0 891 
Alabama 37 8 ] 815 
Tennessee 33 1] 2 739 
Auburn 27 16 3 .620 
Arkansas* 14 16 2 A69 
Georgia 20 25 1 446 
Ole Miss 19 27 0 A413 
Mississippi State 17 28 1 .380 
LSU 16 29 ] 359 
South Carolina* 1] 20 ] 359 
Kentucky 11 45° 0 239 
Vanderbilt 10 36 0) 217 


YOUNG GUNS © ®@ OOOO OOO 


Here’s a glance at some of the young, new or unheralded 
players who figure to make an impact this season. 


Curry, who survived a 4-7 season but returns as one of two 
coaches who sit squarely on the hot seat. 

The other is Jackie Sherrill at Mississippi State. His stock has 
plummeted despite guiding the Bulldogs to three bowls in a four- 
year period. State was slapped with an NCAA probation without 
sanctions in March. 

Goff was the only SEC head coach fired last season. 


THE MissiSs@#O@*OO4¢464606¢60 


SEC teams play eight league games: 
” Five within their division, 
Two permanent opponents in the other division, 
One rotating opponent in the other division. 

Some years, the schedule can be brutal or gentle, depending 
on the luck of the draw ... or the computer program that pumps 
this stuff out. 

This season, Georgia catches a break, avoiding two of the 
strongest SEC Western Division teams along with defending West 
champion Arkansas. Alabama and LSU also have an easier-than- 
usual road, missing three of the top four teams in the East. 

Auburn and Arkansas seem to have gotten the short end of 
the 1996 stick. To wit: 


Alabama 
Arkansas 
Auburn 
Florida 


Georgia 
Kentucky 


LSU 
Ole Miss 


Mississippi State 
South Carolina 


Tennessee 


Vanderbilt 


Shawn Alexander, RB; Chris Hood, DE; 
Michael Myers, DE 

Emanuel Smith, WR; Justin Brown, DL 
Jaret Holmes, P/K; Rusty Williams, RB 
Reggie McGrew, DL; Jamie Richardson, 
WR 


Matt Stinchcomb, OL; Marcus Stroud, DE 
Jason Watts, C; Marvin Love WR; Tobi 
Anderson PK 

Darrion Yates, DE; Al Jackson, OL; Larry 
Foster, WR 

Rufus French, TE; Armegis Spearman, LB; 
John Avery, RB 

Lamont Woodberry, WR 

Cortney Leavitt, P/K; Lee Wiggins, DB; Jer- 
male Kelly, WR 

Jeremaine Copeland, WR; Dwayne 
Goodrich, DB; Corry Terry, DE 

Matt Schuckman, DT; Mark Jeffcoat, LB 


Top AWARD CANDIDATES © © © © SOS OOS 


© Heisman (outstanding player): Danny Wuerffel, QB, 
Florida; Peyton Manning, QB, Tennessee 

~ Outland (interior lineman): Keith Council, DT, Florida; 
Darrell Blackburn, DE, Alabama 

© Lombardi (lineman/linebacker): Leonard Little, DE, 


Tennessee 


© Butkus (linebacker): Dwayne Rudd, Alabama; Dwayne 
Curry, Mississippi State 
» Thorpe (defensive back): Anthone Lott and Lawrence 


Wright, Florida 


~ Doak Walker (running back): Jay Graham, Tennessee 
» Lou Groza (kicker): Jeff Hall, Tennessee 
© Davey O’Brien (quarterback): Wuerffel and Manning 


Gort CAN Play GOLF © &© © © OOOO HOS 


Despite taking Georgia to a bowl game, Ray Goff lost his job, 


surrendering the title of dean of coaches in the SEC. 
That title is now shared by six-year veterans Steve Spurrier at 
Florida, Gene Stallings at Alabama, and Kentucky coach Bill 


TEAM DOES NOT PLAY 
Alabama Florida, South Carolina, Georgia 
Arkansas Kentucky, Georgia, Vanderbilt 

Auburn Tennessee, Kentucky, Vanderbilt 
Florida Alabama, Miss. State, Ole Miss 
Georgia LSU, Arkansas, Alabama 
Kentucky Arkansas, Auburn, Ole Miss 
LSU Tennessee, Georgia, South Carolina 
Ole Miss South Carolina, Florida, Kentucky 
Mississippi State Florida, Tennessee, Vanderbilt 
South Carolina Alabama, LSU, Ole Miss 
Tennessee Auburn, LSU, Miss. State 
Vanderbilt Auburn, Arkansas, Miss. State 


OuTsibE OPPOSITION © ® © © OO OSS OS 


Pointing to the difficulty of league games, several SEC teams 
line up pushovers in non-league play. This year, the worst offend- 
ers are Arkansas, Ole Miss and LSU. 

While Auburn has two easy non-SEC foes, at least the Tigers 
face a decent obstacle in Fresno State. Tennessee, Florida and 
Vanderbilt each play one power. 

Georgia has what is probably the most challenging non-SEC 
slate, and the Dawgs merely have to face a couple of Techs and a 
directional program. Here’s a glance at the outside opposition: 


TEAM NON-CONFERENCE OPPONENTS 
Alabama Bowling Green, Southern Miss, at N.C. State 
Arkansas SMU, Northeast Louisiana, Louisiana Tech 

Auburn UAB, Fresno State, Northeast Louisiana 
Florida — SW Louisiana, Georgia Southern, at FSU 
Georgia Southern Miss, Texas Tech, Georgia Tech 
Kentucky Louisville, at Cincinnati, Indiana 
LSU Houston, New Mexico State, Tulane 
Ole Miss Idaho State, VMI, Arkansas State 
Mississippi State at Memphis, Louisiana Tech, Northeast Louisiana 
South Carolina — Central Florida, East Carolina, at Clemson 
Tennessee Nevado-las Vegas, UCLA, Memphis 
Vanderbilt Notre Dame, at North Texas, UAB 


— Jimmy Hyams 
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Rating the Conference 


Duel at QB; Big Year for Running Backs 


QUARTERBACKS eeeeecececece 


No other conference boasts quarterbacks as good as Tennessee's Pey- 
ton Manning, who finished sixth in the Heisman Trophy balloting as a 
sophomore last year, and Florida’s Danny Wuerffel, who was third — the 
highest finish by a Gator since Steve Spurrier won it in 1966. Each is 
accurate, smart and surrounded by superb talent. They ensure the SEC 
will have a quarterback in the top five in the Heisman voting for the third 
year in a row. 

But behind the dynamic duo, the drop-off is drastic. Yet, several teams 
have clear quarterbacks-in-waiting who have been groomed for the 
chance they'll get to run their offenses in 1996. 


NO. TEAM 
1, Florida 


SUMMARY 

Wuerffel and Eric Kresser ore top 1-2 combo in the country 
Healthy Mike Bobo and good depth have Dogs in good shape 
Manning has only 10 interceptions in 544 career passes 


2, Georgio 

3, Tennessee 

4. Mississippi State —_Taite’s numbers will drop without WR Eric Moulds. 

5, Auburn inside 10, Dameyune Craig was 13 of 13 converting TDs 
6. Alabama 
7 

8 


LSU Herbie Tyler went 4-0 as starter, averaging 40 points. 


Strong-armed Freddie Kitchens finally gets his chance. 


Kentucky Can you hear Tim Couch’s footsteps, Billy Jack Haskins? 


9. Ole Miss 


Paul Head did well in three starts down the stretch, 
10. Vanderbilt Damian Allen showed some promise in five starts. 
11. South Carolina Must scale back with newcomer Anthony Wright at the helm 
12, Arkansas lost a 4-yeor starter; Pete Burks is only scholarship QB. 


RUNNING BACKS eeeccecececoe 


Six of the SEC’s top 10 rushing leaders return, along with some bright 
young talent. There are three 1,000-yard rushers and another half-dozen 
who could join that club. Tennessee's Jay Graham is the league's premier 
back (1,438 yards), and will get some relief from freshman blue-chipper 
Brian Darden. Florida might have the most tailback talent of any team in 
the nation with Fred Taylor, Elijah Williams and Terry Jackson. 

Madre Hill set a single-season rushing record at Arkansas (1,387) in 
part because Oscar Malone, who led the team in rushing in 1993 and 
1994, missed last season with an injury. Now Hill and Malone are both 
returning from knee injuries, giving the Hogs good depth if they're healthy. 


NO. TEAM SUMMARY 
}. Florida Williams set school mark with 7.5 yards per carry. 
2, UU Faulk suspended for one game, but Tigers still have bite 
3. Tennessee Graham could mount his own Heisman campaign 
4, Georgio Before injury, Robert Edwards led nation in rushing, scoring 
5. Arkansas Hill tore ACL in SEC title game; Malone tore ACL spring before. 
6, Alaboma Dennis Riddle (969 yards} will battle Shaun Alexander. 
7. Mississippi State —Kelfer McGee had a quiet 1,000-yard season, 13 touchdowns. 
8. Auburn Steve Davis’ heir apparent is converted fullback Fred Beasley 
9. Ole Miss LSU transfer Arie Moore and JCtransfer John Avery ore talented 


10. South Carolina Duce Staley (spring suspension) must return or else 
11, Kentucky No mo’ Moe (Williams) hurts Wildcats; he left for NFL early 
12. Vanderbilt Jermaine Johnson (1,072 yards} leaves a huge void. 
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RECEIVERS eeeecceeececeeceoccce 

Several prolific receivers are gone — Chris Doering, Eric Moulds, J.J. 
Meadors, Brice Hunter, Eddie Kennison and Sheddrick Wilson — but the 
SEC has never lacked for speedy, skilled receivers. 

led by Ike Hilliard and Reidel Anthony, Florida features more talent 
and depth than any other SEC team. Tennessee's Joey Kent, who led the 
league with 69 regular-season receptions last season, is on the verge of 
breaking most of the Vols’ career receiving records. Auburn's Willie 
Gosha had the dubious distinction of catching 58 passes without getting 
into the end zone. Zola Davis of South Carolina caught 58 passes as a 
redshirt freshman. 

Moreover, David Lafleur of LSU and Kris Mangum of Ole Miss rank 
among the top tight ends in the country. 


NO. TEAM SUMMARY 

1. Florida Four of top 5 return, but will miss Doering’s size near goal line 
2. Tennessee Kent, Marcus Nash combined for 112 catches, 1,567 yards 

3. Auburn Gosha, Goodson, Baker had 123 catches, 1,635 yards 

4. Georgia Six are back, led by Juan Daniels and ‘95 QB Hines Ward 

5. Arkansas Hogs have two top Anthonys — Eubanks and Lucas 

6. Ole Miss TE Mangum had 36 catches, WR Ta’boris Fisher had 45 

7. South Carolina Davis, Bridges and signee Jermale Kelly form solid nucleus. 

B. Kentucky Wildcats have best speed ot wideout in Curry Era 

9. Alabama Top returner caught 8 posses; Vaughan or Feagin must emerge 
10. LSU Besides LaFleur, Tigers have speed but no experience 
1]. Mississippi Stole —_Lost top three, including Moulds, leaving not much talent 
12. Vanderbilt Lost top receiver; and QB who couldn't throw turned pro early. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN eeeeeecece 


It's a changing of the guard (or is that guards) in the SEC. Tennessee, 
known for producing linemen, lost four starters, three of whom started for 
at least three years. Auburn lost three starters, including Willie Anderson, 
who turned pro a year early, and three-time All-SEC pick Shannon 
Robique. The SEC also lost AllAmerican Jason Odom of Florida. 

While Tennessee and Auburn are rebuilding, LSU and Arkansas should 
have their best lines of the 1990s, and Alabama will have its best group of 
blockers since 1992. Ole Miss and Vanderbilt will again struggle. 


NO. TEAM SUMMARY 

1. Florida Gators return three starters ond two All-SEC candidates 
2, LSU Four storters return, led by Alan Faneca, Ben Bordelon 
3. Alabama Center John Causey leads veteran group 

4, Georgia Not much depth, but starters, led by Adam Meadows, are solid 
5. Arkansas Three starters return, depth is good. Best line since '89 
6. Tennessee Young but athletic. Will miss Laymon, Smith, Miller 

7. South Carolina Four regulors return, led by promising Jamar Nesbitt 

8. Kentucky Second in SEC in rushing, and three starters return 

9, Auburn Lost top three linemen from SEC’s No. 1 rushing unit 
10. Mississippi Stota Average lost year and lost star lineman Brian Anderson 
11. Ole Miss Four of the top six return from 10th-best rushing unit 
12. Vanderbilt Ranked last in SEC last year with 3,1 yards per carry. 
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KICKING GAME eeccecceccccoe 


lt seems almost unfair that Florida has the SEC’s best returning return 
man in Reidel Anthony, who averaged 24.8 on kickoff returns and 11.1 
on punt returns. The equalizers are the Gators’ punter and kicker. 

The SEC's top five kick returners and five of the top 10 punt returners 
are back, Auburn’s Robert Baker is a duo threat, dangerous on kicks and 
punts. Kentucky's Kio Sanford set three SEC records for kickoff returns in 
1994 — not necessarily a milestone. 

LSU punter Chad Kessler, who ranked fourth in the nation last year, is 
one of six top punters back. Tennessee's Jeff Hall, one of the few accom- 
plished kickers in the league, tied for fourth in the NCAA in field goals 
per game (1.5). Watch for South Carolina’s Lee Wiggins, who has seven 
career blocked kicks. 


NO. TEAM SUMMARY 
1. Tennessee Hall, good return game, 4 blocked kicks give Vols the edge. 
2. Alabama Solid punter, good retumers outweigh question mark at kicker. 
3. Auburn Baker can run ‘em back; Juco star P/PK Jaret Holmes is o key. 
4. (SU Kessler, return game solid; need PK Wade Richey to emerge. 
5, Ole Miss Fisher excels on returns, PK Tim Montz hit 13 of 19 FGs. 
6. Arkansos Might have SEC’s best punter-placekicker combination. 

2 Georgia No flaws in return game, punting. K Hap Hines is unproven. 
8. Florida Gotors con do everything well but kick it and punt it, 


“9. Soulh Carolina All-American signee P/PK Coriney Leavitt could be a star. 
10. Mississippi State Returns good punter, average kicker; will miss Moulds. 
1). Vanderbilt Bill Marinangel was SEC's second-best punter (42.7). 
12. Kentucky — Sanford solid on returns; not much on kicking, punting. 


DEFENSIVE LINE eeeececeeeccecce 


Tennessee end Leonard Little is 
one of the nation’s best, recording 
11 sacks in his first season at the 
position — he was converted from 
outside linebacker. Litfle is the pre- 
mier defensive lineman in a confer- 
ence that has good players up front, 
but few great ones. 

Alabama has the best line in the 
SEC, led by bookends Darrell Black- 
burn and Chris Hood. Keith Council 
is Florida's best lineman. The Gators 
have signed several star linemen in 
recent years, and they'll need some 
to emerge in 1996. 

Tennessee is good at the tackles; 
it needs another end to complement 
Little. Chuck Wiley and Anthony 
McFarland give LSU the SEC's best 
tackle tandem. 


NO. TEAM SUMMARY 

1. Alaboma Had SEC’s No. 2 rush defense; Juco Michael Myers should help. 
2. Florida ——- Gators have more good young linemen than any SEC team. 

3. Tennessee Litlle has AllAmerican ability; Vols led SEC with 42 sacks. 

4. (SU Freshmen might replace DEs Gabe Northern, James Gillard. 
5. Auburn DE Jimmy Brumbaugh is budding star; going to 3-4 should help. 
6. Georgia ~~ Solid tockles, suspect ends. Allowed just 7 rushing TDs last year. 
7. Vanderbit ‘Three Wwoyear starters retum; will miss James Manley. 
8. Kentucky DE Kurt Supe is o top poss rusher; three starters return. 

9, Mississippi Stole Ohor-two last year: Last in SEC in run defense, 1 Ith in sacks. 

10. Arkansos —-DT Geno Bell is good; both pass-rushing ends are gone. 


11. South Carolina Ranked 1 Ith in SEC in run defense, won't improve much, 
12. Ole Miss Three starters are gone and little help appears to be on the way. 
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FLORIDA CORNERBACK FRED WEARY 


LINEBACKERS eecececccccccce 


Alabama has become a linebacker factory. Dwayne Rudd and Ralph 
Staten are the best pair of outside linebackers on one team in the SEC, 
and the Tide is blessed with a 255-pound middle linebacker (Tyrell Buck- 
ner) who can run. 

All-SEC linebackers Dwayne Curry of Mississippi State and Marcellus 
Mostella of Auburn return. 

LSU's linebacker play helped the Tigers lead the SEC in scoring 
defense, and each starter — Mike Calais, Pat Rogers and Allen Stans- 
berry — has been a regular for three seasons. 


NO. TEAM SUMMARY 

1, Alabama Quality and depth separate Tide from the rest of the league. 

2. Auburn Mostella hod SEC-best 128 stops, Takeo Spikes will be a star. 

3. LSU Return of MLB Calais, who missed last season, fortities unit. 

4. Arkansas Mark Smith had 115 tackles; two other starters return. 

5. Mississippi State Curry and Paul Lacoste combined for 200 tackles. 

6. Vanderbilt Jamie Duncan [120 stops) is team's best defensive player 

7. Georgia Lost Randall Godfrey, but Greg Bright is a bright spot. 

8. Tennessee Tyrone Hines is solid inside, but OLBs lack experience. 

9. Florida In talentsich state, Gators don't have LBs worth coveling, 
10. Ole Miss Kyle Wicker, Nate Wayne make Rebels competitive ot LB. 
11. South Carolina Best talent is Florida transfer Darren Hambrick. 

12. Kentucky Lost best two LBs from SEC’s 1Oth-best rush defense. 


SECONDARY eececccceccccccce 


In a league that has gradually evolved from run-oriented to pass 
happy, the SEC is blessed with a terrific collection of defensive backs. 
To keep up with the passing attacks of Florida and Tennessee, you'd 
best have pass defenders. 

Florida returns hard-hitting 
safety Lawrence Wright and 
Anthone Lott, the only defensive 
player to be a unanimous selec- 
tion on the coaches’ All-SEC team. 

Alabama returns three starters 
and two All-American candidates 
— Kevin Jackson and Deshea 
Townsend, the two leading return- 
ing interceptors in the SEC. 

Tennessee returns three 
starters and a 1994 AIl-SEC safety 
(Jason Parker) who was sus- 
pended for the 1995 season. 

A record eight SEC teams 
averaged at least 200 passing 
yards per game, putting a greater 
premium on secondary play 
throughout the conference. 


NO, TEAM SUMMARY 

1. Florida Four storters return, including big-play CB Fred Weary. 
2. Alaboma led SEC with 19 pickolfs, second in pass defense efficiency. 
3. Tennessee Vols hope they have enough talented DBs to contain Florida. 
4. Georgia FS Corey Johnson is best of three returning starters. 
5. South Carolina Ranked 11th against pass in '95, but experience should help. 
6. Vanderbilt Eric Vance, DeReal Finklin are two of four regulars back. 
7. (SU CB Denard Walker helped lead SEC in pass defense efficiency. 
8. Ole Miss CB Derek Jones is splendid, SS Wolter Jones led in tackles. 
9. Auburn ~ Gave up second-most passing yards in SEC; 3 starters return. 

10. Kentucky Had almost as many interceptions (12) as TDs allowed (13). 


Lost three stoners from worst pass defense in Seo 
Gave up SEChigh 2,659 yards and lost all four starters. 


11. Mississippi State 
12. Arkansas 
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SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 


GOLDEN EAGLES 


Big-Play Defenders Need Offensive Counterparts 


ohn Thompson didn’t like the com- 

pany he was keeping a year ago. 

The Southern Mississippi defensive 
coordinator had one of the best players 
on his defense standing beside him for the 
majority of the season. Oh, Thompson 
loves middle linebackers Marchant Ken- 
ney and Cedric Walthaw, but the problem 
was, one of them was always standing 
with him while the other was on the field. 

That “problem” has been corrected 
for 1996, and Thompson — and South- 
ern Miss opponents — will see just what 
they missed last season. 

Kenney and Walthaw, who combined 
for an amazing 180 tackles at one posi- 
tion, are both scheduled to be in the start- 
ing lineup Aug. 31 when Southern Miss 
visits Georgia in the 1996 season opener. 
It should be quite a show if they continue 
their tackling habits. 

Southern Miss coaches decided there 
wasn’t any sense having the two talents 
at the same position and moved Walthaw 
to defensive end and left Kenney at mid- 
dle linebacker. 

“We're both playmakers and it makes 
sense to get us on the field together,” 
Kenney said. “When | am in there more, 
I'm going to be able to get more of a 
rhythm and be able to play even better. 
I'm not going to want to come out. And 
neither is Cedric.” 

They might not. Thompson is 


extremely high on both. At 6-1, 235, 
Walthaw will become the pass-rusher in 
addition to being a solid run-stopper. Ken- 
ney, at 6-2, 220, is the most excitable 
player on the team and will continue to 
roam from sideline to sideline, searching 
for the big hit. 

“It’s going to be fun watching them 
work together,” Thompson said. “There is 
no doubt that we didn’t have the best 11 
on the field at the same time a year ago. 
Now, we will, and they will be on the field 
a lot.” 

Thompson hopes they'll be making 
plays like the Golden Eagle defense of two 
seasons ago. Southern Miss led the nation 
in takeaways and set a school record for 
interceptions in 1994, But last season, 
Southern Miss managed only 23 turn- 
overs, including eight interceptions. That 
was enough to help produce its second 
straight 6-5 record, but not good enough 
to satisfy Thompson, Kenney or Southern 
Miss head coach Jeff Bower. 

“We had plenty of opportunities to 
intercept passes last year, but we dropped 
a lot of them,” Bower said. “We didn’t 
catch the football and we have to be able 
to make the big play.” 

Bower knows that is especially true on 
the other side of the ball. The former 
Southern Miss quarterback expects better 
production from his quarterbacks. Junior 
Heath Graham, who set a freshman 


SOUTHERN Mississippi! At A GLANCE 


1995: 6-5 


COACH: Jeff Bower — At Southern Miss and Overall, 25-30-1, five years. 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 9 Offense, 7 Defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: CB Rod Thomas, OT Daryl Terrell, QB Heath Graham, 
LB Marchant Kenney, DE Robert Brown, DE Cedric Walthaw 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: With Walthaw and Brown at ends, Kenney in the middle and 
Thomas at the corner, the Eagles look impressive on the defensive side. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: |f neither Graham nor senior Chris Windsor takes control 
early in the year, a two-quarterback system might cause the Eagles to dive. 

OVERVIEW: Southern Miss is seeking its third consecutive winning season. And open- 
ing the season at Georgia and Alabama, and ending it at Florida State, the Eagles 
need to make hay in between against Conference USA opponents. 
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record for passing percentage two years 
ago, wasn’t consistent last season. In fact, 
Graham is being pushed hard by senior 
Chris Windsor, who transferred to South- 
ern Miss after being the national junior 
college player of the year in 1994, Bower 
says he won't decide until fall workouts 
who will start against Georgia. 

Whoever it is, he said, had better 
show more consistency. If neither estab- 
lishes control of the position, last year’s 
backup, Lee Roberts, could also see play- 
ing time. 

“Our play has been spotty at quarter- 
back,” Bower said. “We've got to cut 
down on our interceptions (Graham had 
18 last season). We've been too up and 
down there. I’m just not pleased about 
how we take care of the football.” 

Unlike Walthaw and Kenney, don't 
look for Southern Miss coaches to move 
either Graham or Windsor. Windsor, 
who was used only as a short-yardage 
quarterback last season, is in his final 
year of eligibility and doesn’t plan on sit- 
ting the bench. 

“T'm not going to lay back this sum- 
mer and let someone else pass me by,” 
Windsor said. “It’s going to be a battle to 
see who is the No. 1 quarterback. | want 
to be it and so does Heath. 

“I wasn’t mentally ready to be the 
starter last season. But I am now. I feel I 
can compete with anybody. I'm going to 
work hard and, hopefully, earn the start- 
ing position this fall.” 

Graham has the same plan, hoping 
that his experience will give him an edge. 

“I’ve played against Tennessee, 
Florida and Alabama, and it doesn’t get 
any tougher than that,” Graham said. 
“You don't know what it is like until 
you've been there against those teams.” 

Both will get their chance, with road 
games at Georgia, Alabama and Florida 
State. And Southern Miss will have a 
much better opportunity to stay with 
those teams with Walthaw and Kenney on 
the field at the same time. 

— Robert Wilson 
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MEMPHIS 


TIGERS 


Surviving at Quarterback Would be a Good Start 


en Newton started all 11 games 

at center for the Memphis Tigers 

last season, The 6-3, 268-pound 
Memphis native was possibly the most 
consistent player on the team, 

But right behind him at quarterback 
was a circus, a three-ring free-for-all at a 
position where it is extremely crucial to 
have consistent play in order to win. 

Memphis didn’t have it, and the 
Tigers didn’t win. 

Using the three-headed quarterback of 
Qadry Anderson, Bernard Oden and Joe 
Borich, the Tigers won only three games 
and threw 20 interceptions with only five 
touchdown passes. 

“Frustrating would be an understate- 
ment,” said offensive coordinator Sparky 
Woods, the former South Carolina head 
coach who had the gruesome duty of 
coaching last year’s quarterback parade in 
his first year at Memphis under new coach 
Rip Scherer. 

“It was like everything went wrong all 
season at quarterback. We couldn't make 
things happen positively. There were a lot 
of negative plays, penalties, sacks, 
turnovers, just a lot of bad things that | 
don’t want to go through again.” 

It was brutal from the start. Anderson, 
a junior college transfer from Oakland, 
Calif., beat out Oden and Borich during 
fall drills a year ago. But in the first quar- 
ter in the season opener against Missis- 
sippi State, Anderson suffered a separated 
shoulder and was out a month. All that 
preparation during August was useless. 

“Twenty days of practice, twenty days 
of investment and he gets hurt that early,” 
Scherer said. “That started things off in a 
bad way.” 

It didn’t get much better. Borich, a 
senior and the only one of the three with 
any collegiate experience, tried to fill in. 
But he couldn't do the job the second 
week at Michigan. Oden, who sat out 
1994 because of academics, got the start 
in the third week, against Southwestern 
Louisiana. Memphis did have its largest 
offensive point production of the season 


— 33 points — but Borich was more 
effective and started the next five weeks. 
And Borich even completed more than 
50 percent of his passes (17 of 23 for 
228 yards) in a game, a win over Tulane. 
It still wasn’t good enough. 

Anderson recovered from his shoul- 
der injury and started the final three 
games — all losses — to Ole Miss, 
Southern Mississippi and East Carolina. 
Three quarterbacks, three victories, one 
losing season. 

“It was really tragic,” Woods said. 
“Two of the three quarterbacks didn’t 
practice that spring and we also had a lot 
of new offensive linemen. Newton had 
moved over from defense and two of our 
guys were walkons. We had only seven 
linemen to travel.” 

Anderson is once again at the top of 


the quarterback list after spring drills, hop- 


ing to avoid a repeat performance of a 
year ago. 

“This position needs to be well- 
played,” Scherer said. “We need to have 
someone make a lot of good decisions 
and avoid making mistakes. We have to 
cut down the interception ratio and throw 
for a higher percentage. We've got to 
make the quarterback position a positive 
for our offense.” 

The center position was one of the 
few positives last season. Newton, a 


former walkon, anchored the line and 
participated in more than 650 plays. 
But there wasn’t much help. Newton 
says there will be this year, including 
junior college transfers Justin Mumm 
(6-5, 285) and Ben Gleason (6-6, 255), 

“We should be better, in the line and 
at quarterback, too,” Newton said. “It was 
a rebuilding year for the offense, really the 
whole team since we had a new coach 
and some new players.” 

Scherer also hopes the tradition of 
outstanding Memphis defenses continues 
to complement the expected improve- 
ment on offense. Six starters, including 
standout linebacker Richard Hogans, 
return from last year’s defense, which 
allowed 254.4 yards a game, high for 
Memphis standards. The 1992 defense 
finished No. 3 in the country, followed by 
the 1993 defense at No. 14 and the 
1994 defense at No. 3. 

“We didn't have the right attitude that 
a football team has to have to be a good 
team last season,” Scherer said. “We have 
to change that, and we have to change 
our expectations. Last year was embar- 
rassing, and I see more of a focus, more 
of a purpose in this year’s team.” 

If that includes the quarterback posi- 
tion, Memphis will already be ahead of 
last year. 

— Robert Wilson 


Mempuis At A GLANCE 


1995: 3-8 


COACH: Rip Scherer — At Memphis, 3-8, one year Overall, 32-27-0, five years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 6 Offense, 6 Defense, Punter, Kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: LB Richard Hogans, DE Marvin Thomas, FS Keith Spann, 


C Ken Newton, DT Tony Williams 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Several outstanding defensive players — Hogans, Thomas, 


Spann and Williams — will make this unit one of the better ones ina long tradition 
of stingy defenses at Memphis. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The same one the Tigers had a year ago — a consistent 
quarterback. At least this time, they hope they'll get their starter (Qadry Anderson) 
through the opening game (against Miami, Fla.). 
OVERVIEW: The Tigers should be able to stay in most games with their defense, but 
they aren't going to produce many victories without a significant scoring threat. 
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TULANE 


= 


GREEN WAVE 


Backyard Recruiting Success Produces Hope 


hen Buddy Teevens became 
Tulane’s head coach five years 
ago, he walked into a program 


that had convinced itself that it couldn't 
base its recruiting efforts in the South. 

The feeling had been that Tulane’s 
high academic standards required that the 
Green Wave look far and wide to find 
quality football players who could get into 
Tulane and would sign with the New 
Orleans school, 

It didn’t work. 

Current Tulane recruiting coordinator 
Brud Bicknell — who moved with 
Teevens from Dartmouth — decided the 
approach was the wrong one. So Teevens 
and Bicknell and the rest of the staff have 
gone about proving there isn’t any need 
to leave the South to get the type of ath- 
lete Tulane needs. 

“We just pulled back and recruit 
Florida, Texas, Alabama, Georgia, Missis- 
sippi and Louisiana,” Bicknell said. “The 
feeling was there weren't enough of that 
type of student-athlete around to fill out a 
class. Believe me, there are just as good 
of students around here as there are in 
Chicago, New York, New Jersey or wher- 
ever, We've shown we can recruit around 
here and sign the talented and intelligent 
student-athlete.” 

Indeed. Not only has Bicknell and 
Tulane filled out a recruiting class, the 
Green Wave appears to be on its way to 
building a winning program, something 


TULANE At A GLANCE 


1995: 2-9 


that has been foreign in New Orleans 
since 1981, 

Teevens — who has a 9-36 record in 
four seasons — isn’t quite ready to predict 
a winning season, but at least he sees the 
light and contends he has some talented 
young players. 

“We have more experience than we 
have had here in a long time and have a 
larger senior class,” Teevens said. “As a 
result, we should have more depth at 
many positions. We are pleased with the 
progress and direction our program is tak- 
ing with three good recruiting classes 
under our belt.” 

Two 1995 signees — quarterback 
Shaun King and tailback Jamaican Dartez 
— set freshman school records. King, of 
St. Petersburg, Fla., started six games and 
became the first player in school history to 
pass for more than 1,000 yards in his 
freshman season (1,046 yards). Dartez, of 
Cecilia, La., ran for a freshman-record 
544 yards and scored 10 touchdowns. 
Fourteen freshmen or sophomores were 
listed in the two-deep after spring practice. 

“We've had some good kids come in 
here in the past few years and are going 
to have some more this fall,” said Bick- 
nell, who is in his second full season as 
recruiting coordinator. “We signed 16 
players from Louisiana this year, our 
biggest in-state class. We are working 
hard to get these kids to come here.” 

And they are coming. 


COACH: Buddy Teevens — At Tulane: 9-36-0, 4 years Overall: 48-67-2, 11 years. 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB Jamaican Dartez; QB Shaun King; LB Derrick Singleton; TE 


Cory Geason; T Keith Cook. 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Dartez and King are two of the top young players in Confer- 
ence USA and should give defenses fits trying to stop them this season. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: As in the past years, the inability to hang close in the second 
half will likely mean another losing season for the Green Wave. 

OVERVIEW: The talent level has improved at Tulane over the past few years, but there 
is still too much of a gap between the Green Wave and the teams on their schedule 


to foresee a winning season. 
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Two of the most talented of this 
year’s signees are defensive backs Tim 
Carter of Tallahassee, Fla., and Nole Ellis 
of New Orleans. Carter. Bicknell says, is 
one of Florida's fastest hurdlers and will 
likely also play basketball at Tulane. Ellis 
intercepted 15 passes and was listed as 
one of the Top 10 recruits in Louisiana. 

Another signee — junior-college trans- 
fer quarterback Xavier Salazar of Sacra- 
mento, Calif. — participated in spring 
drills and is King’s backup. Salazar arrived 
as a highly touted JC transfer last year. 

Despite the sprinkling of young play- 
ers, Teevens still has an uphill battle if he 
wants to achieve the first winning record 
in 16 years. But it’s his best chance yet, 
with 10 offensive, eight defensive and one 
special teams starter returning. 

Besides Dartez and King, offensive 
lineman Cyril Brockmeier, tight end Cory 
Geason, defensive lineman Keith Cook 
and linebacker Derrick Singleton are the 
key returnees. 

Geason split starting times with Kevin 
Cunane throughout the season, and proved 
the most productive from a receiving stand- 
point by catching 20 passes en route to 
first-team All-Conference USA honors. 

Another of Tulane’s top postseason 
honorees in 1995, Cook was selected to 
the All-National Indepedent first team as 
well as second-team All-Conference USA 
and All-Louisiana. He led all defensive line- 
men in tackles, and ranked among the club 
leaders with eight tackles for loss, seven 
quarterback pressures and four sacks. 

“We've upped our competition level 
at several positions, including at quarter- 
back,” Teevens said. “We are expecting 
stronger play from our quarterbacks and 
other areas. We really think we can com- 
pete this season and have enough matu- 
rity and depth to do well this season and 
in the future.” 

Teevens and Bicknell seem to be 
upgrading the talent level just in time for 
play in Conference USA, Now, if only vic- 
tories will follow. 

— Robert Wilson 
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LOUISVILLE 


CARDINALS 


Plan Calls for Defense to Lead the Push Forward 


he plan, second-year Louisville 
coach Ron Cooper says, is to 
never take a step backward. There 
have been many college coaches come 
and go who have tried to adopt that phi- 
losophy only to drop back into mediocrity. 
Cooper — at 35. the second 
youngest head football coach in Division I 
— does not anticipate any decline. 
Cooper’s first team at Louisville fin- 
ished 7-4 and won its final four games last 
season. The Cardinals were snubbed by the 
bowls, probably because of their affiliation 
(independent) and strength of schedule. 
Cooper’s engine doesn’t have a 
reverse. He started in first, and shifted all 
the way to fifth before the season was 
over. Cooper's Cardinals have been in 
overdrive ever since, awaiting next fall. 
“We plan on starting this season 
where we left off a year ago,” Cooper 
said. “We will attempt to keep moving for- 
ward. The kids understand what we are 
trying to do. We don’t want to skip a beat. 
Just like last year, the end of last year. The 
plan is to never, never go backwards.” 
Louisville will see early if the Cardinals 
can indeed march onward. After visiting 
Kentucky in the season opener, Louisville 
travels to Penn State, plays host to Baylor 
and, then visits Michigan State. The Spar- 
tans handed the Cardinals their worst loss 


of the season, a 30-7 blowout at 
Louisville, a year ago. 

Sam Madison is one Cardinal who 
backs up Cooper's confidence about mov- 
ing forward in 1996. The All-Conference 
USA senior cornerback believes Louisville 
should have gone to a bowl last season 
and anticipates one this season. And not 
just any bowl, Madison has his sights set 
on New Year's Day. 

“Coach Cooper has us in the right 
direction. We know where we are headed. 
I don't think we'll be sitting at home doing 
nothing when the bowl games are being 
played this season.” 

For one thing, the champion of the 
new league will be the recipient of an 
engraved invitation to the Liberty Bowl 
this season. 

The Cardinals appear to be loaded on 
defense, with seven starters returning 
from last year. And last year's Louisville 
defense was plenty tough. The Cardinals 
forced more turnovers (41) than any other 
major-college defense. 

Madison did his share, intercepting 
seven of the team’s 24 total pick-offs. He 
also recovered three fumbles and forced 
two more. 

Another reason opponents should 
worry about Louisville’s defense is line- 
backer Tyrus McCloud, who has led 


Louisvitte At A GLANCE 


1995: 7-4 


COACH: Ron Cooper — At Louisville: 7-4, 1 year Overall: 16-17, 3 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 5 Offense, 7 Defense, Punter, Kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: DE Kendrick Gholston, LB Tyrus McCloud, CB Sam Madison, 


RB Frank Moreau, DE Carl Powell 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The defense is fast and experienced. It showed an ability to 


turn games with big takeaways, leading the nation with 41 last season. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Cardinals face a tough first half of the season, with visits 
to Penn State and Michigan State and home games against Baylor and Southern 
Mississippi. 
OVERVIEW: Cooper's second Cardinal team will be hard-pressed to equal last year’s 
success, especially with a new quarterback and a schedule fortified by the addition 
of Penn State and Baylor. 


1996 


Louisville in tackles the past two seasons 
—with 133 in 1994 and 126 last season. 
In addition, there’s junior end Kendrick 
Gholston (eight sacks last year) and tackle 
Leland Taylor, who sat out a year ago 
after transferring from Tennessee. 

“We feel we can again have a great 
defense,” Cooper said. “We return one of 
the best linebackers in the country in 
McCloud and have an experienced sec- 
ondary. We believe we can make things 
happen with turnovers again. We believe 
in it and think we can be as successful as 
we were last season.” 

If Louisville is, the Cardinals will make 
history. It's been 24 years since Louisville 
has produced four consecutive winning sea- 
sons, dating back to 1969-72 when ESPN 
analyst Lee Corso was the head coach. 

Corso might be talking a lot about the 
Cardinals this season, and not just on the 
defensive side. Cooper believes his 
offense can sustain the production it 
showed at the end of last season, when it 
scored 31, 34, 39 and 57 points in the 
last four games. 

Cooper will have to do it with a new 
quarterback after 1995 MVP Marty Lowe 
used up his eligibility. Lowe passed for 
2,268 yards and threw only five intercep- 
tions. His replacement is 6-3 senior Jason 
Payne, who has never started a collegiate 
game, serving as Lowe’s backup for two 
seasons. 

“Jason had a great spring and has 
been here for a while,” Cooper said. “He 
does have experience: he actually won the 
Arizona State game two years ago.” 

Cooper can also count on sophomore 
tailback Frank Moreau, who Cooper was 
going to redshirt last season, but decided 
to play. It was a wise move. Moreau ran 
for 416 yards despite not playing until 
midway through the season. 

Another reason Cooper foresees for- 
ward steps in 1996: He's done it every 
year of his career as a head coach. He 
was 4-7 and 5-6 in his first two seasons at 
Eastern Michigan, followed by 7-4 last 
season at Louisville. © — Robert Wilson 
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ARKANSAS STATE INDIANS 
Walker to Fill In Offensive Holes 


They were ranked at the bottom of every major sports publication's 
preseason poll in 1995. 

But John Bobo’s Arkansas State Indians proved them wrong by post- 
ing a winning record in their third campaign at the Division I-A level. 

Bobo, the 1995 Big West Conference Coach of the Year, enters 
1996 with the largest number of players ever listed on an ASU roster dur- 
ing his tenure — highlighted by Corey Walker, “the man” in the Tribe's 
single-back offense. After being tagged as “the most overrated running 
back in the Big West” by one 1995 preseason magazine, Walker 
answered his critics by becoming the most prolific all-purpose back in 
ASU history. He rushed for 1,013 yards and also caught a team-high 42 
passes for 411 yards, 

The Tribe’s offensive line has the chance to be one of the strongest 
areas on the team, but will vie with a deep secondary for that honor. 

ASU also returns all-conference defensive end Gary Jackson, who led 
the team in sacks with six for minus 47 yards in 1995, 

— Susan Storey 


ARKANSAS STATE At A GLANCE 


1995: 6-5 — The ’90s: 15-49-2 

COACH: John Bobo 
At Arkansas State and Overall: 9-23-1, 3 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 9; 3 Offense, 5 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Corey Walker, DE Gary Jackson, LB 
Torrance Suggs, CB Maurice Harris 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Arkansas State’s offense starts with All- 
Big West performer Corey Walker, a versatile senior who 
was eighth in the nation in all-purpose yards last season. 
Ten scholarship players man the secondary. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The graduation of school record-setters 
Johnny Covington and Kyle Richardson leave huge holes at 
quarterback and punter, respectively. 

OVERVIEW: Four season-ending victories and its first winning 
campaign since 1987 should jump start the ’96 Tribe. 


CENTRAL FLORIDA GOLDEN KNIGHTS 
The UCF Air Attack is Potent 


Mike Maack just might be named Central Florida's most valuable per- 
former in its first season of Division I-A play. 

Maack is not listed on the roster, but the Golden Knights pitching 
coach's off-season work with quarterback Daunte Culpepper is sure to reap 
substantial benefits. Culpepper, who has a naturally strong arm, has been 
working with the former Minnesota Twins hurler on the mechanics of 
throwing to ensure correct form, 

A word of advice to opposing teams’ secondaries: Watch out! 

In his freshman campaign in 1995, Culpepper passed for 2,071 yards 
and 12 touchdowns, despite having a limited receiving unit. This season he 
will hook up with prep teammate Kenny Clark — along with a couple of 
Juco receivers — to offset the Golden Knight's suspect running game. 

UCF loses Marquette Smith, who rushed for a school-record 1,511 
yards and 14 touchdowns at his tailback position last year. 

Middle linebacker Kendrick Thomas possesses an NFL body (6-3, 
240) and skills to match, Nakia Reddick’s quickness and John Bryant's 
toughness complement Thomas on the outside. — Susan Storey 


CENTRAL FLORIDA At A GLANCE 


1995: 6-5 — The ‘90s: 44-25 

COACH: Gene McDowell 
At UCF and Overall: 76-49, 11 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 6 Offense, 7 Defense, Punter, 
Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Daunte Culpepper; TB Mike Grant; 
LB Nakia Reddick; LB Kendrick Thomas; CB Darryl! Latimore 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: An experienced offensive line and a 
heap of incoming talent in the wide receiver ranks should 
elevate Culpepper’s already lofty passing numbers. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Without Marquette Smith, UCF’s run- 
ning game is more of a question mark than a weakness. 

OVERVIEW: Much of UCF’s success can be attributed to the 
offensive genius of Mike Kruczek, whose squads have con- 
sistently ranked among the nation’s best in total offense 
and scoring. 


LOUISIANA TECH BULLDOGS 
Defense the Key to Bulldogs’ Chances 


With a 5-6 record in 1995, Louisiana Tech didn't log much footage 
on any sports network’s highlight film. But a glance at the final NCAA sta- 
tistics warrants a closer look at the Bulldogs. 

Wide receiver Chad Mackey’s 90 receptions placed third nationally, 
while his 1,253 receiving yards ranked fifth in the country. An All-Ameri- 
can candidate this season, Mackey enters 1996 as the nation’s top return- 
ing receiver. 

Running back Lee Ragsdale was one of only three Division | players 
with more than 100 attempts last season who averaged over 7 yards per 
carry. And returning quarterback Jason Martin led then-offensive coordi- 
nator Gary Crowton’s high-powered offense to heights never seen before 
at Louisiana Tech, In 1995 Martin threw a school-record 24 touchdown 
passes and 2,606 yards, and placed 20th nationally in total offense. 

Cornerback James Crockett, who finished the year eighth in the 
nation in pick-offs, is the top returning defensive player. A host of stand- 
out Juco transfers also should make instant impacts. — Susan Storey 
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LOUISIANA TECH At A GLANCE 


1995: 5-6 — The ‘90s: 31-33-3 

COACH: Gary Crowton 
At Louisiana Tech and overall: First year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 7 Offense, 5 Defense, Punter, 
Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Jason Martin; RB Lee Ragsdale; 
WR Chad Mackey; TE Josh Bradley; CB James Crockett; 
K Marty Kent 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: With all of their offensive skill players 
returning, the Bulldogs have the ability to put some points on 
the board. Running back Lee Ragsdale is a breakaway 
threat every time he touches the ball. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: A new crew on defense couldn't do 
much worse than last year’s 94th-ranked squad. 

OVERVIEW: An excellent recruiting class — featuring top- 
notch Juco talent — should step right in and play. 
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NorrTHEAST LOUSIANA INDIANS 
Indians Improved, but Schedule Tough 


Strepfret Williams — the wide receiver with the great first name and 
even greater hands — is gone. And so are his record-setting performances 
at Northeast Louisiana. 

But senior quarterback Raymond Philyaw, who happens to own a few 
records himself, returns to the Indians’ lineup. The Football News all- 
independent selection threw for 2,627 yards and 22 touchdowns last sea- 
son (of which 1,056 yards and 12 scores were attributed to Williams) and 
ranked 12th in the nation in total offense. Philyaw will be “Mr. Offense” 
on a squad that loses both starting receivers, two offensive linemen, the 
top three tight ends and both fullbacks. 

Senior middle linebacker Chad Nerenberg, NLU’s 1995 defensive 
MVP and top tackler with 102 stops, and senior cornerback Corey Samp- 
son, who tied for eighth in the nation with six interceptions, headline the 
Indians’ new-look defense. 

NLU faced some of the top offenses in the country last year (Col- 
orado, Auburn and Nevada) and will once again be tested with UCLA, 
Minnesota, Arkansas and Auburn on the schedule. — Susan Storey 


NE LouisiANA At A GLANCE 


1995; 2-9 — The '90s: 38-31-1 

COACH: Ed Zaunbrecher 
At NE Louisiana and Overall: 5-17, 2 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 4 Offense, 9 Defense, Punter, 
Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: GB Raymond Philyaw; CB Corey Samp- 
son; DE Steve Foley; OT Shawn Jenkins; LB Chad Nerenberg 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Nine defensive starters return, and 
first-year coordinator Drew Fabianich will incorporate an 
aggressive 4-3 scheme to complement the squad’s speed. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Several new names are listed on the 
Indians’ depth chart — particularly on offense — and these 
inexperienced players will be forced into action right away. 

OVERVIEW: NLU features more bodies, more height on the 
offensive line and improved speed at a couple of positions, 
especially linebacker. 


SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA RAGIN’ CAJUNS 
Cajuns Face Rugged Opponents 


You'll have to excuse Southwest Louisiana coach Nelson Stokley for 
employing a bit of nepotism in his game plan this season. 

When you have the all-time freshman leader in the history of colle- 
giate football for pass receptions and receiving yardage on your roster, it 
doesn’t matter if he’s your son. You're going to play him. 

Brandon Stokley caught 75 passes for 1,121 yards and nine touch- 
downs in only his second year of organized football, And he accomplished 
his feats without starting a single game in 1995. 

Of course, it helps that he was on the receiving end of the most pro- 
lific passer in USL history. With 6,315 yards and 44 touchdown passes in 
his career, Jake Delhomme has the chance to become one of the NCAA’s 
all-time top 50 career passers in his final season. 

Linebackers Pat Brennan, Kelcy Dotson and Chucky Woodall 
manned a USL defensive unit that ranked in the Top 20 nationally in 
passing defense, total defense and rushing defense last season. 

The Cajuns’ mettle will be challenged with Florida, Texas A&M and 
Southern Miss in the first three games of the season. © — Susan Storey 


UAB BLazers 
Ready or Not, Blazers Step Up 


Just eight short years ago, a group of guys donned green and gold 
uniforms, called themselves the Blazers and took the field for the first time 
to play club-level football. 

On Aug. 31, Team UAB will travel to Auburn — where the real 
game has been played since 1892 — for its introduction to Division I-A 
competition. 

Tailback Terry Collier has graduated after setting a single-season 
rushing record in 1995, so sophomore Chris Daniels (449 yards) will vie 
with LSU transfer Robert Davis for Collier's starting position. Georgia 
transfer Keith Roland suits up at fullback. They'll run behind an experi- 
enced line, which returns starters Josh Widner, Jody Coulter, Johnny 
Rea and Dale Brown. 

Defensively, sophomore Brian Bozeman and seniors Kerry Frazier 
and Alan Willis man a deep linebacking regime. Frazier led the team in 
tackles with 91 stops in 1995, en route to earning honorable-mention All- 
American honors. 


— Susan Storey 


SW LouisiANA At A GLANCE 


1995: 6-5 — THE “90S: 29-36-1 

COACH: Nelson Stokley 
At SW Louisiana and Overall: 54-55-1 (10 years) 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 7 Offense, 7 Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Jake Delhomme; WR Brandon 
Stokley; TB Kenyon Cotton; SS Damon Mason 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: GB Jake Delhomme’s ability to throw 
the ball on the move to some explosive receivers has made 
him the most prolific passer in USL history. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Graduation and spring injuries have 
left the defensive line in critical condition. 

OVERVIEW: Ten all-conference players return at USL, which 
along with national champion Nebraska, finished as the 
only two teams in Division I-A ta rank in the Top 10 nation- 
ally in both total offense and total defense in the final NCAA 
team statistics last season. 


UAB Ar A GLANCE 


1995: 5-6 — The ‘90s: 32-18-2 

COACH: Watson Brown 
At UAB: 5-6, | year Overall: 37-83-1, 11 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 8 Offense, 8 Defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Chris Daniels; LB Kerry Frazier; DE 
Isaiah Owens; FB Keith Roland; LB Alan Willis 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: UAB returns four starters on the offen- 
sive line, all three starting linebackers and the primary back- 
ups, three of four secondary starters — including both 
corners — and all three quarterbacks who started games a 
year ago. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Depth will again prove to be a major 
question for the Blazers this season. 

OVERVIEW: Ten players and a head coach with I-A credentials 
will help introduce UAB to the big time in 1996. 


1996 
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Basketball Conference 


Gives Football a Try 


o, there won't be any bold 
Nesses that the first year 

of Conference USA football is 
going to rival the SEC, Pac-10 or 


LINDY’S 1996 
ALL-CONFERENCE US@ TEAM 


the program, now in his fourth sea- 
son since replacing the deposed 
John Jenkins. 

LOUISVILLE: Coach Howard 


Big 10 like the buzz during basket- OFFENSE Schnellenberger’s collision course 
ball season. QB Chuck Clemants ~ Houston 63200" St with the national championship never 
8 . B lando Smith Cinei i y * Js 5 
This is different. There are half a en oe eo <> 4p -& | Materialized with the Cardinals, 
as many football teams, six, as there OU Josan Fobini Cincinnati 67 300 although he did win 10 games and a 
were for the first year of men’s bas- = Sh oc oe yon) a : = Sr Fiesta Bowl in 1990. Those days and 
‘ L Ken Newton Memphis 6. 68 Sr A 
ketball. And, you won't see any Ol Daryl Tereol Beahern Mississippi 65 310° St Schnellenberger are gone, but Ron 
national championship banners dis- OL Steve Misetic Tovisville 65. 277 Sr. Cooper plans on bringing back that 


played at any of these six football 


TE Cory Geason Tulane 


SAS type of success with his no-nonsense 


cot WR Robert Tate Cincinnati “510 190 S&S : 3 
schools. In fact, outside of Houston, Wintec herien Wad nah Cn Shor xe style. The Cardinals do most of their 
there aren’t but a few New Year's K Erie Richards Cincinnati _ 581600 Ir styling on defense. They led Division | 
Day appearances. DEFENSE last season in forcing turnovers with 


In basketball, programs such as DE Robert Brown.) 


Southern Mississippi 63 255 Jr 


Louisville, DePaul, Marquette and 


OL Keith Cook "Tulane 


41. And for those of you looking for 
tradition from a C-USA football 


. DL Darrius Felder __ Cincinnati 65 269 = Sr. = 
Memphis carry rich tradition and DL Kendrick Gholston Louisville 64. 250 I school, guess where Johnny Unitas 
national reputation. Final Fours dot PRS Brod locker orebnen ee played quarterback? That's right. 
rs LB Tyrus MeCloud Louisville 6-2 251 Sr. Piss > 0 
each team’s past. IB=__Richord Hogans Paniehita 42253 Se. Louisville in the early 1950s. 

In football, programs such as DB Sam Garnes Cineinnal 6a 215 Sr MEMPHIS: There's Graceland, 
Cincinnati, Tulane and Houston are Bi Ea SS ieee ribs, Beale Street and normally good 
; ‘ DB Rod Thomas Southern Mississippi 62 189 Sr : pais - 
not going to send chills down the DB Chris Hewitt _ Cincinnati “60 203 Sr. defense in this city on the mighty 
spines of teams in, say, the SEC. P Steve Smith Cincinnati 59164 Sr Mississippi River. But there hasn't 


RS Robert Tate 


Yes, it’s going to take a while 
for these six football teams to earn 
respect. Not that they don’t 
deserve some already. Most have 
played a large part of their history 
as independents, and we all know 
how much respect independents 
receive ... If you're not Notre 
Dame, forget it. 

But these teams can play a little 
bit, Just ask Florida State about 
Southern Miss, Texas about Hous- 
ton, Alabama about Louisville and 
Southern Cal about Memphis. 

This might be a good time for a 
history lesson on the six C-USA 
football schools: 

CINCINNATI: The school that produced Super Bowl V kicking 
hero Jim O'Brien hasn't been to a bowl game since the 1950 
Sun Bowl. But the Bearcats, under coach Rich Minter. are 
improving. After last year’s 6-5 season, they are shooting for 
their first back-to-back winning seasons since 1981-82. They 
have the nation’s No. 1 kickoff return man in Robert Tate (34.3 
yards per return) and possibly the nation’s most confident defen- 
sive coordinator in Rex Ryan, son of outspoken NFL coach 
Buddy Ryan. 

HOUSTON: Remember the Cougars’ run-and-shoot? Yep, 
this is the place, the home of 1989 Heisman Trophy winner 
Andre Ware ... but that was a lot longer ago and further away 
than seven vears. After being left out by the new Big 12, Hous- 
ton opted to join C-USA. Coach Kim Helton is trying to rebuild 


1. CINCINNATI 
2. LOUISVILLE 


4. MEMPHIS 
5. HOUSTON 
6. TULANE 
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Cincinnati 510 190 Sr. 


ALL-CONFERENCE US@ PICKS 


Buddy’s boy, Rex, arrives to help coach the defense. 

No one creates turnovers like the Cardinal defense. 
3. SOUTHERN MISS 

Eagles get another winning season, but no crown. 

Shaky QB situation doesn’t result in enough wins, 


QB Chuck Clements will outscore a handful of foes. 


Still a long way to go for the improved Green Wave. 


been much success since legendary 
coach Billy J. Murphy quit roaming 
the sidelines in the early 1970s. Sec- 
ond-year coach Rip Scherer is the 
seventh head coach since Murphy. 
Although the Tigers aren't expected 
to make any national headlines soon, 
they will host the St. Jude Liberty 
Bowl. The Memphis-based bow! will 
have the C-USA conference cham- 
pion (unless East Carolina has a bet- 
ter record) against the fourth-place 
team from the Big East. 

SOUTHERN MISS: Brett Favre 
(Green Bay Packers) and Ray Guy 
(Oakland Raiders) are the biggest 
names to come through Hatties- 
burg. But if you want to see players like these you'll probably 
have to catch the Golden Eagles on the road. They play on the 
road like no other team in the country, normally seven times 
each year against the likes of Alabama, Tennessee, Florida and 
Florida State. And, yes, sometimes they win. Don’t be sur- 
prised if the Golden Eagles knock off one of the big boys on 
the road this season. 

TULANE: A fun place to party or study, depending on your 
discipline. Without a winning record since 1981, the Green Wave 
looks to be the whipping boy of this new league. That is, until 
South Florida and Alabama-Birmingham get their programs up to 
the Division I-A level. Tulane usually gives opponents two things 
— a victory on the road and a chance to play indoors in the 
Louisiana Superdome. — Robert Wilson 
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I HAD NO FEAR. 

THE BIGGEST LINEBACKER, 
THE FASTEST CORNER. 
COULDN’T TOUCH ME.’ 

I’D CUT THROUGH THEM 


LIKE A HOT KNIFE 


THROUGH BUTTER. 


THE END ZONE? 

I OWNED IT. 

I NEVER SAW IT COMING. 
I HEARD THE NOISE. 
I’LL NEVER FORGET, 


THAT NOISE. 


r I DON’T KNOW WHAT WAS 


if 


WORSE, THE PAIN OR THE 
eo & TT Ee R N Ov L a | N K THOUGHT OF NEVER CROSSING 
* j ' ° € 
THE GOAL LINE AGAIN. 


WAS IT OVER? 


MY FUTURE WAS AT STAKE, 
I WANTED ONLY THE BEST, 
HEALTHSOUTH. 
SURGERY AND REHAB. - 
HOURS OF HARD WORK, 

ty BUT NOW I’M BACK, 


READY TO ROCK YOUR WORLD. 


AFRAID OF NOTHING, 


GIVE ME THE BALL. 


l'M BACK. REMEMBER ME.  HEALTHSOUTH 


- 900 FACILITIES IN 45 STaTES 


